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You can get the editable 
version of these task cards 
here. 
 
Here is the link to the 
Jeopardy game. 
 
You must save these files to 
your Google Drive to make 
them editable. 

Comma Rules 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1KPNDz-4qJojbFGc0rdoycB3n6Ykyvudr_kQHySSGazg/copy
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1KPNDz-4qJojbFGc0rdoycB3n6Ykyvudr_kQHySSGazg/copy
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1aQEFpsocXQYH_2_HpKm3LpHRrRVn5Ck9Y1uSJLzDAnA/copy


Teaching Idea #1 Anchor Chart with Rules 
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Students will find this anchor chart a quick easy reference. 

 
5th-grade Common Core Rules 
To set off the name of the person to who you are speaking 

After introductory words yes and no and interjections 
To separate words or groups of words in a series 
To set off introductory elements 
In tag questions 
 

More Rules 
To set off an appositive 
To join two related sentences 
Between the day of the week and the month – Between 

the date and the year 
To separate the name of a city and its state or country 
To separate a quote from a source phrase 
In friendly letters, after the greeting and closing 
In business letters, after the closing 
 



Teaching Idea #2 Flip Organizer 
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Making foldable organizers uses up a lot of class time. This quick and simple organizer can be 

made in a matter of minutes. Just fold copier paper and staple it across the top. Best yet, no 

cutting is needed. 

1. Stagger three pages of regular-sized duplicating paper by moving each up approximately ½ inch. 

2. Fold the stack in half lining up the pages so the entire stack is staggered. Staple across the top. 

3. Have students label the top flap with a title and write rules on the bottom of the pages. Keep these 
short. After opening a page, students can write a more detailed rule. 

4. On the inside of the organizer, students will write detailed rules and example sentences. 
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Instructions for Completing the Organizer 

1) Print the organizer on colored paper. 

2) Cut out rectangles. 

3) Begin with the bottom page in the stack. Turn the page on 

its back and place a thin line of glue across the top of the 

page only. Glue it towards the bottom of the organizer 

notebook or lap book. 

4) On the back of the next page, place a thin line of glue 

along the top.  

5) Glue this page directly onto the organizer page moving it up 

approximately one-fourth of an inch higher than the first 

page. 

6) Continue to add pages until all are glued down. 

7) The pages should lift up so that students can read the 

information. 

 



Comma Rules 
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In tag questions 
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Comma Rules 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After introductory words yes and no and 

interjections 

 

To set off the name of the person to who 

you are speaking 

 

To separate words or groups of words in a 

series 

 

To set off introductory elements 

 

 

In tag questions 
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Rule:  

Use a comma to separate the name of 

the person being spoken to from the 

rest of the sentence. 

Example: 

Let’s eat, Grandma. 

I’m not sure, Marcus, if that’s the right 

answer. 

Rule: 

 Use a comma after words like yes, no, 

well, or oh at the beginning of a 

sentence. 

Example: 

Yes, I finished my homework. 

Oh, I didn’t see you there! 

Rule:  

Use commas to separate three or more 

items in a list. 

Example: 

We packed sandwiches, fruit, chips, 

and water. 

She ran, jumped, and cheered. 

Rule:  

Use a comma after an introductory 

word or phrase that comes before the 

main part of the sentence. 

Examples: 

After the long hike through the woods, 

we finally saw the cabin. (prepositional 

phrase) 

Tired and hungry, the campers 

unpacked their gear. (introductory 

phrase) 

However, we forgot the marshmallows. 

(transitional word) 

Rule:  

Use a comma before a tag question at 

the end of a sentence. 

Example: 

You’re coming to the party, aren’t 

you? 

That was a great movie, wasn’t it? 



Teaching Idea #3 - Learning the Rules with Videos and Practice with Online Resources 

 

YouTube Videos 

 
Commas as Pause - My Daughter Studies (The Electric Company) 

Commas and Quotes (The Electric Company) 

Introductory Elements and Commas 

Grammar Matters--Direct Address Comma 

 

Online Activities 

39 FREE Punctuation Worksheets 

Rules for Learning Commas - This Grammarly page goes over comma rules with example 

sentences. This is a great resource for students to use as they complete the foldable organizer. 

Commas Galore interactive (Quia Game) 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MN-Z8XFjDFs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MN-Z8XFjDFs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MN-Z8XFjDFs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MN-Z8XFjDFs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZAUjO2gEfXI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZAUjO2gEfXI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JtoCSDis8W0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JtoCSDis8W0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l9kz8-Coe2M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l9kz8-Coe2M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l9kz8-Coe2M
https://busyteacher.org/classroom_activities-writing/punctuation-worksheets/
https://www.grammarly.com/blog/comma/
https://www.grammarly.com/blog/comma/
https://www.quia.com/rr/82028.html


Teaching Idea #4 – Jeopardy Game 
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This Jeopardy game was created using Google 
Slides. I recommend converting it to a PowerPoint 
because Google Slides does not have the option 
for changing the color of visited links. 

The five categories for the game match the five 
5th-grade CCSS comma standards. Questions 
vary from adding commas to sentences to 
multiple-choice questions to explaining the rules. 
 
This is a fun activity for test review. 
 
 

Here is the link to the Jeopardy game. 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1aQEFpsocXQYH_2_HpKm3LpHRrRVn5Ck9Y1uSJLzDAnA/copy


Teaching Idea #5 Task Cards 
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These task cards were created on Google 
Slides making them 100% editable. Not only 
can teachers change the text but colors as 
well. You can even dress them up with some 
clipart. 

Cards can easily be used for station activities, 
independent practice, review games like 

Scoot, assessment, brain breaks, test prep, 
and so on. 

Depending on the skill you wish to practice, 
have students identify the rules the sentences 
use or remove the commas and have 
students rewrite the sentences correctly by 
adding commas. Sentences are short making 
rewriting them quick. 



Teaching Idea #5 Task Cards 

 
Ways to Use these Cards 
 

Commas Relay Race:  

1. Print the cards with sentences and the cards with rules. Cut them apart.  

Notes:  

These cards are completely editable. If you need to save ink, change the bold colors to pastels or white. 

For repeated use, print the cards on cardstock and laminate.  

1. Align the cards with the rules along a table or on the tray of a white board, so students can easily see the rules. 

2. Place the cards with the sentences between the students and the rule cards. 

3. Divide the class into two or more teams.  

4. When the race starts, the first team member for each group runs, picks up one sentence card, reads the sentence, and 

places it by the rule that the sentence follows. 

5.  The race continues until all team members have added one card to a stack.  

6. The team that finishes first with correct comma usage wins. 

Traditional Task Card Activities 

The cards can easily be used for station activities, independent practice, review games like Scoot, assessment, brain breaks, 

test prep, and so on. 

Depending on the skill you wish to practice, have students identify the rules the sentences use or remove the commas and 

have students rewrite the sentences correctly by adding commas. I purposely kept the sentences short for this reason. 

Gay Miller @ 

Book Units 

Teacher 



Answer Key 

After introductory words 

yes and no and 

interjections 

To set off the name of 

the person to who you 

are speaking 

To separate words or 

groups of words in a 

series 

To set off introductory 

elements 

In tag questions 

2 - Yes, I will go to the 

store. 

1 - Thank you for your 

help, John. 

4 - I bought apples, 

bananas, and oranges 

at the grocery store. 

5 - After finishing my 

homework, I watched 

TV. 

 

6 - You're coming to 

the party, right? 

7 - No, I don't like that 

idea. 

3 - Could you please 

pass the salt, Sarah? 

14 - She wore a red 

shirt, blue pants, and 

green shoes. 

8 - In the morning, I like 

to exercise. 

9 - It's raining outside, 

isn't it? 

 

10 - Wow, that was an 

amazing performance! 

12 - Greetings, friends! 18 - My favorite animals 

are dogs, cats, and 

horses. 

15 - In my opinion, the 

movie was excellent. 

11 - He's a good singer, 

isn't he? 

13 - No, I don't want to 

go to the park. 

17 - Can you help me 

with this, Tom? 

20 - The musician 

played the guitar with 

his fingers, on the 

strings, and in the 

rhythm. 

22 - Running late, she 

grabbed her bag and 

rushed out the door. 

16 - We're going to the 

beach, aren't we? 

24 - No, I cannot go. 21 - Students, please 

hand in your homework 

now. 

30 - The party 

decorations included 

balloons, streamers, 

and confetti. 

23 - Having studied for 

hours, she felt confident 

about the test. 

19 - It's not too late to 

change your mind, is it? 

26 - Well, that's 

interesting. 

 

28 - Mom, can I have a 

snack before dinner? 

31 - The book is about a 

journey across the 

country, through the 

history of the region, 

and into the hearts of 

the people. 

25 - To be honest, I'm 

not sure if I can make it 

to the party. 

29 - You're not allergic 

to peanuts, are you? 

27 - Yes, I am ready. 35 - Dad, can you help 

me fix my bike? 

33 - The car had a GPS, 

a sunroof, and heated 

seats. 

32 - After finishing his 

homework, John went 

to bed. 

34 - You like pizza, don't 

you? 

 



After introductory words yes and no and 
mild interjections 

To set off the name of the person to who you 
are speaking 

To separate words or groups of words in a 
series 

To set off introductory elements 

In tag questions 



1 2 

Thank you for your 

help, John. 

Yes, I will go to the 

store. 

3 4 

Could you please 

pass the salt, Sarah? 

I bought apples, 

bananas, and 

oranges at the 

grocery store. 



5 6 

After finishing my 

homework, I watched 

TV. 

You're coming to the 

party, right? 

7 8 

No, I don't like that 

idea. 

In the morning, I like 

to exercise. 



9 10 

It's raining outside, 

isn't it? 

Wow, that was an 

amazing 

performance! 

11 12 

He's a good singer, 

isn't he? 
Greetings, friends! 



13 14 

No, I don't want to go 

to the park. 

She wore a red shirt, 

blue pants, and 

green shoes. 

15 16 

In my opinion, the 

movie was excellent. 

We're going to the 

beach, aren't we? 



17 18 

Can you help me 

with this, Tom? 

My favorite animals 

are dogs, cats, and 

horses. 

19 20 

It's not too late to 

change your mind, is 

it? 

The musician played 

the guitar with his 

fingers, on the strings, 

and in the rhythm. 



21 22 

Students, please 

hand in your 

homework now. 

Running late, she 

grabbed her bag and 

rushed out the door. 

23 24 

Having studied for 

hours, she felt 

confident about the 

test. 

No, I cannot go. 



25 26 

To be honest, I'm not 

sure if I can make it 

to the party. 

Well, that's 

interesting. 

27 28 

Yes, I am ready. 
Mom, can I have a 

snack before dinner? 



29 30 

You're not allergic to 

peanuts, are you? 

The party decorations 

included balloons, 

streamers, and 

confetti. 

31 32 

The book is about a 

journey across the 

country, through the 

history of the region, 

and into the hearts of 

the people. 

After finishing his 

homework, John 

went to bed. 

 



33 34 

The car had a GPS, a 

sunroof, and heated 

seats. 

You like pizza, don't 

you? 

35 

Dad, can you help 

me fix my bike? 



Do you need some additional activities?  
 
Check out… 
 

Teaching Capitalization & 

Punctuation with  

Animated Shorts 
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Teaching-Capitalization-and-Punctuation-with-Animated-Shorts-7445038
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Teaching-Capitalization-and-Punctuation-with-Animated-Shorts-7445038
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Teaching-Capitalization-and-Punctuation-with-Animated-Shorts-7445038
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Teaching-Capitalization-and-Punctuation-with-Animated-Shorts-7445038


Book Units Teacher Website  

Pinterest 

YouTube 

Book Units Teacher Blog 

https://bookunitsteacher.com/
https://bookunitsteacher.com/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Gay-Miller
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Gay-Miller
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Gay-Miller
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Gay-Miller
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Gay-Miller
https://www.pinterest.com/lindagaymiller/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-_FZxE6tyrk37q_IQIzTSQ
https://bookunitsteacher.com/wp/


Credits 

http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Graphics-From-The-Pond
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Doodle-Dad-Designs
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Teachers-Resource-Force
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Clip-Guy-Graphics
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Whimsy-Clips
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Caboose-Designs
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Sarah-Pecorino-Illustration
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Kimberly-Geswein-Fonts
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Kate-Hadfield-Designs
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Educlips
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Illumismart
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Chirp-Graphics
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/English-Unite-Clip-Art
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Creating4-The-Classroom
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Clipartino
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Artifex
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Katrina-Keegan-School-Clip-Art
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Krista-Wallden-Creative-Clips
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Dsart
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Ron-Leishman-Digital-Toonage
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Pigknit-Clipart
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Melonheadz
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Crunchymom
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Zip-a-dee-doo-dah-Designs
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Rossys-Jungle
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Clever-Cat-Creations
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Scrappin-Doodles
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Ashley-Hughes-Design
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Palace-Pics
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Charlottes-Clips-4150
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Teaching-In-The-Tongass
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/A-Sketchy-Guy

