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This handout accompanies the
blog post “Words that Time
Twisted.” Check it out here for
even more ideas.
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Vocabulary Game: Twist Words into Play

This Scrabble-inspired vocabulary game adds a twist
that is perfect for practicing “Words Time Twisted” or
any custom word list you choose. Instead of starting
with a secret set of seven letters, students can use any
letter from the board to build their words. Large stacks
of draggable letters make setup easy and gameplay
smooth.
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Teachers provide the word list, whether it's vocabulary
from your novel study, essential terms from science or
history, or time-twisted words like broadcast, villain,
and fantastic. Students build words on the board and
use the embedded video spinner to determine what
they must share before placing a word:

« definition

¢ synonym

* anfonym

+ syllable count -
* sentence use

This free Google Slides activity works beautifully for
upper elementary and middle school students,
whether they're playing in the classroom or remotely.
It's a playful way to reinforce vocabulary, deepen
understanding, and spark curiosity about how words
evolve.

Want to fry it with your own vocabulary liste Just sign
up using this link and the game’s yours! -
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9 Ways to Use Vocabulary Cards

Students can research original meanings, compare tone shifts, or write short stories using both old and new
definitions. It's a great way to blend history, language, and creativity.

Then & Now Sort

Create word cards with the old meaning on one side and the modern meaning on the other.
Students sort them into two columns: “Past Meaning” and “Modern Meaning.”

Extension: Challenge them to connect the old meaning to how it shifted.

Context Clue Time Travel

Provide short sentences using the “old” meaning in historical-style passages.

Students guess what the word means in that context, then compare with today’s meaning.
Example: “The farmer broadcast seeds in the field.” — not about TV!

Debate or Discussion

Pick words like egregious, artificial, brave, nice, silly.

Have small groups discuss: “Which meaning is more powerful or useful — the old or the new?”
This builds argumentation skills and vocabulary ownership.

Rewrite a Sentence Challenge

Give students a modern sentence with one of the words.

Their task: rewrite it so it makes sense with the old meaning.

Example: Modern: “He is a brave firefighter.” — Old: “He wore a brave, glittering suit.”

Mini Skits

In pairs, students act out one meaning of a word.

The class guesses: “*Old meaning or modern meaning?e”

Works especially well with awful, broadcast, clue, villain, spinster, silly.
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Word Histories Journal

Students pick one word each week and research how its meaning shifted.

They write a short entry: definition, example, why the shift might have happened.

You can scaffold with a chart or sentence stems.

Vocabulary Game: “Back in My Day...”

Teacher calls out a word (e.g., nice).

One student gives the modern definition, another student gives the historical one.

If they can both explain correctly, their team gets a point.

Etymology Detective

Give students clues about a word'’s origin (e.g., Latin root, historical usage, cultural shift).
They research and present a mini “word biography.”

Flip-a-Word Bulletin Board

Display a rotating “Word That Changed” with its old and new meanings, student sentences, and illustrations.
Encourage students to nominate new words each week.
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Words Time Twisted

Each word below includes a definition, a classroom-friendly example, and a quick origin story to keep things

authentic and engaging.

awful

Then: full of awe; inspiring wonder or reverence
Now: very bad or unpleasant

Example: "The awful majesty of the mountains” once meant something breathtaking.

hice

Then: foolish or ignorant (from Latin nescius)

Now: pleasant, kind, agreeable

Example: Calling someone “nice” used to be an insult.
silly

Then: worthy or blessed

Now: foolish or goofy

Example: "Silly” once described someone spiritually pure.
villain

Then: a farmhand or peasant

Now: a wicked or criminal character

Example: The word shifted as upper classes began using it pejoratively.

fizzle
Then: to quietly pass gas (yes, really!)
Now: to fail or end weakly

Example: A college slang shift turned this into a metaphor for flopping.
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clue
Then: a ball of yarn (clew) used to navigate a maze
Now: a hint or piece of evidence

Example: Think of Theseus in the labyrinth—nhis “clue” was literal thread.

spinster

Then: a woman who spins thread

Now: an unmarried older woman

Example: The shift reflects changing social roles and stereotypes.
naughty

Then: having naught (nothing)

Now: mischievous or badly behaved

Example: *"Naughty” once meant poor or lacking.

eerie

Then: feeling faint or fearful

Now: causing fear or creepiness

Example: The emotion flipped from internal to external.

myriad

Then: exactly 10,000

Now: a countless or large number

Example: The numeric precision faded into general abundance.
girl

Then: any young person, regardless of gender

Now: a female child

Example: In Middle English, a “girl” could be either a boy or a girl.
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meat
Then: any kind of food
Now: flesh of animals used as food

Example: The Bible phrase “*meat and drink” once meant all nourishment.

broadcast

Then: to scatter seeds widely by hand

Now: to transmit information by radio, TV, or online

Example: Farmers once “broadcast” grain into the fields.

bachelor

Then: a young knight-in-training

Now: an unmarried man

Example: The term shifted from chivalry to relationship status.
egregious

Then: remarkably good, standing out in a positive way

Now: shockingly bad

Example: *Egregious talent” once praised someone; today it criticizes.
manufacture

Then: to make something by hand (manus = hand + facere = to make)
Now: to produce goods, usually on a large scale by machine

Example: What once meant hand-crafted now suggests factory-made.
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brave

Then: showy, gaudy, finely dressed

Now: courageous

Example: A *brave” knight was once admired for his clothes, not his gufts.
fantastic

Then: existing only in the imagination, unreal

Now: excellent, wonderful

Example: The word shifted from “too strange to be real” to “really great.”
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silly

clue
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broadcast bachelor

egregious manvufacture

brave fantastic
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Words Time Twisted: Teacher Instructions

The following pages intfroduce students to words whose meanings have changed over time. Each mini-story provides
historical context, followed by comprehension and critical thinking questions.

How to Use These Pages:

Infroduce the concept — Explain that some English words once had very different meanings.

Read aloud or independently — Students may read each short story on their own or follow along as you read aloud.
Discuss vocabulary shifts — Pause to highlight the “then” vs. “now” meaning of the featured word.

Answer the questions — Students can respond in writing or through class discussion. Encourage them to support their
answers with details from the text.

Extend learning — Ask students to think of modern words that might change meanings in the future, or challenge
them to research another example of a time-twisted word.

These activities are designed to build vocabulary, comprehension, and critical thinking in a fun, story-based format.

Words Time Twisted: Clue

d the ‘ged: Villain g CTOPS: He
- S ce... isting maze calle e Twisted: a tending © &2
tong age.inaneie” Greieood at the dork emronce:zgu\\/ﬁ\ e hody of @ mon wWords nme‘ oo GEOMETOPET L oing w\eegstg%e Soi. His 100 1t
d Theseus Iinotaur, @ mons cireds of erin the HE L fife clos
A nero names 4 the terible M Hun pent oV o smple e B
lurke: ~ailed O nan htigie] " ain Wos
chv;\r\mr-;r;éd; a bull. dne honded nim a pak of vuv/ro'ucgge The \\ AVOU{;??:S;\T\ sunfise 10 sunset, " meant “farm. A vilain
and then incess Aradne N ., urwind it 08 Y . ¥ Wworke Vill, which
Before Thoseus Snicr™ O oor.” sne whispered: and " A viliain. o from 1€ V‘(fj"ﬁ o estote: sants. TeY snested
w. “Tie one en 1 ) with every steP: Words T n o, villcin ©OT€ LT orke 1 on peosenis. o vilci
?ivevead wil guide you Dack Qum ding Passages. fvghhngk 0:{; Tsfﬂdew, e followed ) °’df Time Twisteg: Broadcast E_acﬁ;ZQpQYSOV‘ who lived tyes began 10 \ooknc;?;\: \ emw\\%\(zzs (:r o8 .
Theseus crept Twiug:etzeefgmed e Minotaur. Thanks ™agine a farmer i, the 16005 4P S— weo\ﬁyd ‘Z‘fm{e 4, of pod;:“eig;\m g “someon® V?“ ‘pmembe"- once
Aftex a fierce bat e‘{( o iheentrance: ver time, the word clew He reaches into o g - el 10 ook vikain. ¢
the string safely 0OC ame more Than i ust mreuc:-a maze, a clve becﬂ? m(?o the air. The seeqs ggf ;eeds, steps into his field, § cfr;\g .
. f yarm bec . eopte ouf O R of evidence Planting waqs > Scaiter gcrogs the . . And tosses they Mvorking
That fittie ball Of d of helping P! o hint of piece “ WIS Called broadiegst, e sofl like rain, M widefy
sifted Into oz ;(;:zoeop\e o ot confusion - A T g”d At o throwy, O 9 The word comes d{ﬁﬁ’j s method of
something that MO8 E7 enturies |ater, 4, 000" (wide) 2
s you 10 The answer- COMmunication’ 1 Word  jumy | &
§32:!iyons P news, mﬁ'éé”’f,’ﬁg‘;;requ of sccmepjwdg sfgg; faming info ke worlg
T 1nhe story, wiat wosS internst, ©1185 001055 radlio waves are o, 299N broadeoutin
: <, €r on televisj, g
Qo mornster S0 whether - sion and the
b} bl of yarn “broadcasi s s ne9 SPMOUTING In ¢ fisky >
¢} G swor

517 S st QbOUTsprsadmg “’mefhin(:; 9 song ple
- S Wi

) " Yin, 9
QaposadoW L cape thelobyl n? ?“‘”’“’"’ dely. 9 O the ragio,
thecle . Whot o
2 How did Tneseus use 11 191 did broadieast o Tainally meanz

9 10 throw seeds
b) 1o Showouﬁj widety in a fielg

today?
word clue mean ¢} 1o spre,
3\What does the : metead of just a bal d) 1o Np, " d rumors
plece of evidence ins ffea newspaper

hinf or
e starfed using clve tomean d

2 Howis
v e olg meanin,
| 'S of by
= — ¢ oadcast simjqr tothe new one?
| want 1o help you escape

«glue” would you What o
e you are lost in @ maze: Whot modem | 7 e mean when we $9Y @ TVstation 4,
5.1m<@_/ 10adcasts” the
& newsz
wm_ ’
ing of broadcast
90 you think fee
Kfeels “bigger

i
—the farm Ngone orthe modem one? Whya
e Wy

Imagme\ou coul roadc q
| - At would it ez
GOy e
Book Units Teacher

© Gay Miler

foin?

Jwe cat @ W

iy or Wiy 10t

© Gay Miter




Words Time Twisted: Clue
Long ago, in ancient Greece...

A hero named Theseus stood at the dark entrance of a twisting maze called the
Labyrinth. Inside lurked the terrible Minotaur, a monster with the body of a man
and the head of a bull.

Before Theseus entered, Princess Ariadne handed him a ball of yarn called a
clew. "Tie one end to the door,” she whispered, “and unwind it as you go. The
thread will guide you back out.”

Theseus crept through the winding passages, fighting off fear with every step.
After a fierce battle, he defeated the Minotaur. Thanks to his clew, he followed
the string safely back to the enfrance.

That little ball of yarn became more than just thread. Over time, the word clew
shiffed into clue. Instead of helping people out of a maze, a clue became
something that helps people out of confusion - a hint or piece of evidence that
leads you to the answer.

Questions

1.In the story, what was a clew?

a) a monster

b) a ball of yarn
c) a sword

d) a passageway

2.How did Theseus use the clew to escape the Labyrinth?

3.What does the word clue mean today?

4.Why do you think people started using clue to mean a hint or piece of evidence instead of just a ball of yarne

5.Imagine you are lost in a maze. What modern “clue” would you want to help you escape?
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Words Time Twisted: Villain
Hundreds of years ago in Europe...

A young farmhand bent over in the fields, pulling weeds and tending crops. He
worked from sunrise to sunset, living a simple life close to the soil. His job fitle?
Villain.

Back then, villain came from the word villa, which meant “farm.” A villain was
simply a person who lived or worked on an estate.

But over time, wealthy nobles began to look down on peasants. They sneered
at them as dirty, uneducated, or bad-mannered. Eventually, the word villain
shifted fromm meaning “farm worker” to meaning “someone wicked or criminal.”

So the next time you read about a sneaky comic-book villain, remember: once
upon a time, the word just meant a hardworking farm kid.

Questions
1. Long ago, what job did a villain have?
a) knight
b) king
c) farmhand
d) teacher

2.How did the meaning of villain change over time?

3.Why might nobles have used the word in a negative way?

4 Today, what kind of person do we call a villain?g

5.Do you think the new meaning is fair fo the old farm workerse Why or why not?
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Words Time Twisted: Broadcast
Imagine a farmer in the 1600s...

He reaches info a sack of seeds, steps into his field, and tosses them widely
into the air. The seeds scatter across the soil like raindrops. This method of
planting was called broadcasting. The word comes from “broad” (wide)
and “cast” (to throw).

Centuries later, the word jumped from farming info the world of
communication. Instead of scattering seeds, people began broadcasting ~ - v -~
news, music, and stories across radio waves and later on television and the N -V -,

internet. ey

So whether it's wheat sprouting in a field or a song playing on the radio, X’aoo Z o”o QF’_
“broadcast” is still about spreading something widely. Tmo ,009 0 T
Questions N 2~ T

1. What did broadcast originally mean?

a) to throw seeds widely in a field
b) to shout loudly

c) to spread rumors

d) to write a newspaper

2. How is the old meaning of broadcast similar to the new one?

What do we mean when we say a TV station “broadcasts” the news?e

Which meaning of broadcast do you think feels “bigger”"—the farming one or the modern one? Why?

Imagine you could broadcast one message to the whole world. What would it be?
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Words Time Twisted: Clue (Answer Key)
Long ago, in ancient Greece...

A hero named Theseus stood at the dark entrance of a twisting maze called the
Labyrinth. Inside lurked the terrible Minotaur, a monster with the body of a man
and the head of a bull.

Before Theseus entered, Princess Ariadne handed him a ball of yarn called a
clew. "Tie one end to the door,” she whispered, “and unwind it as you go. The
thread will guide you back out.”

Theseus crept through the winding passages, fighting off fear with every step.
After a fierce battle, he defeated the Minotaur. Thanks to his clew, he followed
the string safely back to the enfrance.

That little ball of yarn became more than just thread. Over time, the word clew
shiffed into clue. Instead of helping people out of a maze, a clue became
something that helps people out of confusion - a hint or piece of evidence that
leads you to the answer.

Questions
1.In the story, what was a clew?

a) a monster

b) a ball of yarn
c) a sword

d) a passageway

2.How did Theseus use the clew to escape the Labyrinth?

He fied one end at the entrance and unrolled the yarn as he went through the maze, then followed it back

out after defeating the Minotaur.
3.What does the word clue mean today?
a hint or piece of evidence that helps solve a problem or mystery

4. Why do you think people started using clue to mean a hint or piece of evidence instead of just a ball of yarne
Because just like the yarn helped Theseus find his way out of the maze, a clue helps people find the answer

when they're confused.

S.Imagine you are lost in a maze. What modern “clue” would you want to help you escape?
(Answers will vary—students might say a map, GPS, flashlight, arrows on the walls, a frail of crumbs, etc.)
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Words Time Twisted: Villain (Answer Key)
Hundreds of years ago in Europe...

A young farmhand bent over in the fields, pulling weeds and tending
crops. He worked from sunrise to sunset, living a simple life close to the
soil. His job titlee Villain.

Back then, villain came from the word villa, which meant “farm.” A
villain was simply a person who lived or worked on an estate.

But over time, wealthy nobles began to look down on peasants. They
sneered at them as dirty, uneducated, or bad-mannered. Eventually,
the word villain shifted from meaning “farm worker” to meaning
“someone wicked or criminal.”

So the next time you read about a sneaky comic-book villain,
remember: once upon a time, the word just meant a hardworking
farm kid.

Questions
1. Long ago, what job did a villain have?

a) knight

b) king

c) farmhand
d) teacher

2.How did the meaning of villain change over time?¢
It changed from “farm worker” to “a wicked or criminal person.”

3.Why might nobles have used the word in a negative way?
They looked down on peasants and used the word as an insult.

4 Today, what kind of person do we call a villain?
Someone evil, sneaky, or a criminal (like a storybook or movie villain).

5.Do you think the new meaning is fair fo the old farm workerse Why or why not?

Answers will vary; students may argue it's unfair because farm workers weren't evil.
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Words Time Twisted: Broadcast (Answer Key)
Imagine a farmer in the 1600s...

He reaches info a sack of seeds, steps into his field, and tosses them
widely into the air. The seeds scatter across the soil like raindrops. This
method of planting was called broadcasting. The word comes from
“broad” (wide) and “cast” (to throw).

Centuries later, the word jumped from farming into the world of
communication. Instead of scattering seeds, people began
broadcasting news, music, and stories across radio waves and later on
television and the internet.

So whether it's wheat sprouting in a field or a song playing on the
radio, “broadcast” is still about spreading something widely.

Questions

1. What did broadcast originally mean?

a) to throw seeds widely in a field
b) to shout loudly

c) to spread rumors

d) to write a newspaper

2. How is the old meaning of broadcast similar to the new one?

Both mean “spreading something widely” (seeds in the past, information today).

3. What do we mean when we say a TV station “broadcasts” the news?

It means they send the news out to many people at once.

4. Which meaning of broadcast do you think feels “bigger’—the farming one or the modern one? Why?¢

Answers will vary—some may say modern because it reaches millions; others may say farming because it's

real and physical.

5. Imagine you could broadcast one message to the whole world. What would it be?

Answers will vary (creative/personal responses).
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Ready to build a stronger vocabulary toolkit?

Whether you're teaching word meaning, structure, or usage, the Beyond the Dictionary and
Root Prefix Suffixes series offer skill-rich, teacher-friendly resources that make learning stick.
Be sure to download the free sample weeks for each. Your next favorite vocabulary activity
might be waiting inside!

Greek and Latin

'Beyond the Dictionary

A Themed Approach to Meaningful WordPractice

Sample Week.

Beyond the Dictionary Greek and Latin Roots & Affixes
Sample Week Sample Week
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