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This resource is designed to complement both the Beyond the
Dictionary series and the Prefixes, Suffixes, and Root Word series.
To make the most of these charts, be sure to download the free
sample weeks available for each product.
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Option 1 - Rotating Between Themed Vocabulary and Affix/Root Study

This approach keeps vocabulary instruction focused and manageable by alternating between two distinct
types of weekly content:

+ Themed Vocabulary Weeks: These weeks center around recognition days, seasonal events, and
holidays (e.g., Superheroes, Honey Bees, Constitution Day) and build contextual vocabulary through
printable practice (which can be assigned through TPT Easel if you want to go paperless) and online
JavaScript games and activities.

+ Affix/Root Study Weeks: These weeks infroduce prefixes, suffixes, and root words through short video
lessons paired with organizers, practice worksheet, and games. All activities in this series are offered in
both printable or Google Slide formats.

Teachers can rotate weekly between the two series, allowing students to build both contextual understanding
and word-building skills over time. This structure supports long-term retention and keeps instruction fresh.

The charts on the next two pages show how this rotation might look using the sample weeks from the Beyond
the Dictionary — Superhero Theme Week and the Prefixes, Suffixes, and Root Words Sample Week.
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Superhero Themed Week: Beyond the Dictionary

Day Skill Focus Printable Practice Game grs:ii:tqtlon Teacher Notes
- Match sentence to
Word definition (mvmoblg)
. - T-chart sort for agile
Meaning: . Jump and Sort  |small group or
Monday L meanings L
invincible, Description Sort |center
qaile - Odd one out
9 - Highlight synonyms in
context passage
- Match sentence to
Word definition (menace) Hangman
Tuesday _I\/\egnlng: - Circle synonyms of justice Multiple-Choice morning work
justice, - Synonym/antonym match or partner task
) Challenge
menace - Cloze story using all four
words
Word - Complete analogies
. - Cause/effect chart
Meaning: Connect Four [whole class or
Wednesday - Word web for teleport
teleport, ) Sentences small group
. - Scenario-based power
shield . . .
choice with explanation
- [dentify figurative
language types
Figurative - Match powers to Concentration: indenendent
Thursday Language for [descriptions Figurative or cepn’rer
Heroic Traits |- Write simile, metaphor, Edition
and imagery for chosen
hero
. Rewew + - Optional checlgpom’r using [Jeopardy: whole class or
Friday Creative cloze, sort, or writing Superhero flexible arouns
Assessment prompfts from earlier days |Edition group
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Prefix, Suffix & Root Word Week Planning Chart

Teach Focus Presentation
Day Skill with Printable Practice Game . Teacher Notes
i Option
Video Lesson
- Organizer with definitions,
pictures, word list, and
o sentences Memory: Prefix  [small group or
Monday Prefix: micro- |- Word building chart micro- center
- Sentence completion
- Matching definitions
- Sentence completion using
—acy words ) .
- , Dots and Boxes: [morning work or
Tuesday Suffix: —acy - Grammar questions on part :
Suffix —acy partner task
of speech
- Analogies using word list
- Crossword puzzle using
Wednesda Root Word: mort vocabulary Aggravation: whole class or
Y mort - Definitions embedded in Root mort small group
clues
- Sentence completion using
Thursda Root Word: terr words BUMD: Root terr independent or
Y terr - Mystery word charts with P: center
Latin roofts/prefixes/suffixes
Review + - Optional writing, o.nalog|es, Teacher's
. X or mystery word review : whole class or
Friday Creative . choice (any )
- Use any organizer or game flexible groups
Assessment . from week)
from earlier days
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Option 2: Integrating One Affix or Root into a Themed Vocabulary Week

This approach blends the two series into a single, cohesive week. Teachers infroduce one prefix, suffix, or root
word on Monday, then continue with the themed vocabulary activities Tuesday through Friday. The affix/root is
woven into the week’s vocabulary, writing, and games for deeper application.

This model works especially well for teachers who want to:
* maximize instructional time
 reinforce word-building within meaningful contexts
« differentiate vocabulary instruction without adding prep

The sample chart on the next page shows how the prefix un- can be integrated into the Superhero theme.
Each day includes a skill focus, printable practice, game suggestion, and teacher notes. A blank planning
chart is also provided so teachers can create their own integrated weeks using any theme and affix/root
combination.
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Superhero Theme + Root Word mirco Integrated Weekly Plan

. . . Presentation
Day | Skill Focus Printable Practice Game Opfion Teacher Notes
- Watch prefix video and complete Use Monday to launch prefix.
Prefix organizer Connect micro- to superhero tech (e.g.,
Mon Focus: - Build new words using micro- (e.g., |Memory: Prefix |Whole class orjmicrogadgets, microdrones).
micro- microchip, microcomputer) micro- small group  |Have students make up micro- inventions
(small, tiny) |- Match micro- words to definitions such as microwings, microblasters, even
and complete sentence prompts micropetfs .
- Match sentence to definition
Word (invincible) . . . .
. . . Reinforce micro- words like micromanager or
Meaning: | T-chart sort for agile meanings Jump and Sort [small group or| .
Tues | . . . microcontroller to show how small-scale
invincible, | Odd one out Description Sortlcenter . o
. - . conftrol can affect agility or invincibility.
agile - Highlight synonyms in context
passage
- Match sentence to definition
Word Hangman
. (menace) ) . . . . .
Meaning: . - Multiple- morning work [Include microvillain or microcrime as playful
Wed [ . - Circle synonyms of justice . ) -
ustice, Choice or partner tasklextensions of menace and justice themes.
- Synonym/antonym match
menace . Challenge
- Cloze story using all four words
- Complete analogies
Word . . . . .
. - Cause/effect chart Use microsensor, microshield, or microportal in
Meaning: Connect Four whole class or .
Thurs - Word web for teleport scenarios to show how small tech enhances
teleport, . . . Sentences small group
Lhield - Scenario-based power choice with superhero powers.
explanation
Figurative | Identify figurative language types . Include phrases like “a microburst of
. Concentration:| y o . . . .
. Language | Match powers to descriptions . . independent |courage” or “her microshield shimmered like
Fri . L . Figurative " . . . .
for Heroic |- Write simile, metaphor, and imagery Edition or center glass” to blend figurative language with affix
Traits for chosen hero vocabulary.
. - Jeopardy:
optionalCreative | Cloze, sort, or writing prompts from whole class or
Rovi . Superhero .
eVeW lAssessment [earlier days Edition flexible groups
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Theme

Integrated Weekly Plan

Day

Skill Focus

Printable Practice

Game

Presentation
Option

Teacher Notes

Mon

Tues

Wed

Thurs

Fri

Optional
Review
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Vocabulary Game Planner

Day

Skill Focus

Game/Activity

Group

Format

Notes

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
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Suggested Pairings: Matching Affixes and Roots to Themed Vocabulary
Weeks

To support teachers who want to blend the two series, we've provided monthly charts that suggest one affix or
root word to pair with each themed week. These pairings were chosen based on:

« natural connections between word meanings and theme content
« opportunities to reinforce vocabulary skills (e.g., synonyms, analogies, figurative language)
« flexibility for teachers to substitute based on district pacing guides
Each monthly chart includes:
+ the themed week title and vocabulary focus
* asuggested affix or root word

» a brief explanation of how the pairing supports instruction

These charts are meant to inspire—not
prescribe. Teachers can use them as-is,
swap in required affixes/roots, or build
their own combinations using the blank
planning chart provided.
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i\ August + Set 1 Prefixes, Suffixes, & Root Words Integrated Vocabulary Planning Chart

Student- Example Connection
Week Theme Affix/Root Type Frle.nc.:ll.y Words to Theme
Definition
restarting
Back-to- , to do again | reorganize, routines,
Week 1 re- prefix . L
School or go back review reviewing
skills
Inspiring sound or megaphone VOP”‘ using
Week 2 phon root : " | voice to lead
Youth voice symphony .
and inspire
describing
: in a certain : bee
Week 3 Honey Bee —ly suffix way busily, gently behavior
and idioms
observing
Kindness & to look or respect, others,
Week 4 Friendship spec/spect | root observe inspect showing
empathy
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September + Set 1 Prefixes, Suffixes, & Root Words Integrated Vocabulary Planning Chart

t t-Fri I tion t
Week Theme Affix/Root Type S uden. .r.lend 4 Example Words Connection to
Definition Theme
documenting
animal
Week | Wildlife & graph/scrib/scri oot to write or grqph|c, scribe, behow.or,
Elephants pt record script recording
sounds and
movement
taimess abstract traits
Week 2 C.o.nsh’ru’r!on & —Ness suffix c STO.Te of . [kindness, h.e'd o .
Citizenship quality of being | . . citizenship and
civicness
values
exploring literal
nonfiction, i i
Skyscraper & . not or opposite . Vo flggrof|ve
Week 3 9/11 non- prefix ¢ nonviolent, meanings,

° nonessential government
acronyms
seasonal

. change,
Autumnal interrupt, erupt, ; )
Week 4 ) rupt root to break or burst| . P P emotional shifts,
EqQuinox disrupt )
literary
oxymorons
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@® October + Set 2 Prefixes, Suffixes, & Root Words Integrated Vocabulary Planning Chart

Student- Connection to
Week Theme Affix/Root Type Friendly Example Words
. o Theme
Definition
qudience listening for
Week 1 World Habitat aud/audi root to hear or listen | auditory, sounds in .
Day . nature, animal
audiobook .
habitats
ianition fire-related
Fire Prevention | . . the action or gnition, processes and
Week 2 —ion suffix extinction,
Week process of . safety
combustion
vocabulary
: . addictive, describing
National . . tending to, . desserts and
Week 3 —ive suffix , . creative,
Dessert Day doing, or being . playful word
festive .
choices
spooky
eject, surprises,
Week 4 Halloween ject root to throw project, dramatic
reject actions, and
wordplay
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¥ November + Set 2 Prefixes, Suffixes, & Root Words Integrated Vocabulary Planning Chart

Student- Example Connection to
Week Theme Affix/Root Type Friendly P
. o Words Theme
Definition
descriptive
sensitive, language,
Week 1 IS\A?Uple Tree & sens/sent root to feel sentiment, sensory
yrop sensational imagery,
personification
someone who |[defender, gglrc\a/?coef
Week 2 Veterans Day |-or suffix performs an survivor, '
. courage, and
action honor o
sacrifice
prepare, prepping for
. . . celebration,
Week 3 Thanksgiving pre- prefix before preview, .
spelling
preheat 4
strategies
: sending clues,
Game & fransmit, solving puzzles
Week 4 mis/mit root to send mission, gp ’
Puzzle Week . decoding
submit :
strategies
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% December + Set 3 Prefixes, Suffixes, & Root Words Integrated Vocabulary Planning Chart

Student- Example Connection to
Week Theme Affix/Root Type Friendly P
. o Words Theme
Definition
. movementin
Polar motion, extreme
Week 1 . mob/mov/mot [root to move remove, .
Exploration conditions,
promote . .
survival actions
measuring
International altimeter, elevation,
Week 2 . meter/metr root to measure geometry, terrain, and
Mountain Day .
barometer geological
features
describing
act or balance, seasonal
Week 3 Winter Solstice |[-ence/-ance |suffix o sequence, changes and
condition of .
appearance time
progression
holiday
festive, adjectives and
Week 4 Winter Holidays [—al/-ial/-ual suffix relating to seasonal, figurative
traditional language for
celebration
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A January + Set 3 Prefixes, Suffixes, & Root Words Integrated Vocabulary Planning Chart

Student- Connection to
Week Theme Affix/Root Type Friendly Example Words
. e Theme
Definition
' . strength and
Week 1 NeVY Ye.or s & fort/forc/val root strong valor, fortify, perseverance
Motivation effortless : )
in resolutions
inventable describing
Ben Franklin & . . can be done . ’ inventions and
Week 2 ) —able/-ible suffix reliable, e
Inventions or capable scientific
adaptable (e
possibilities
. character fraits
. . creative,
Fictional . , tending to, : and
Week 3 —-ive suffix . . supportive, .
Characters doing, or being . descriptive
reflective
vocabulary
fantasy
shimmering, imagery, epic
Week 4 Dragons & phos/photo root light photograph, descriptions,
Fantasy . .
phosphorus and figurative
language
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Y% February + Set 4 Prefixes, Suffixes, & Root Words Integrated Vocabulary Planning Chart

Student- Example Connection to
Week Theme Affix/Root Type Friendly P
. oo Words Theme
Definition
animal
local habitats,
Week 1 Groundhogs loc/lieu root place relocate, seasonal
& Polar Bears . movement,
lieutenant
myth vs.
tradition
expressing
Valentine's . oc;’rress, emotion, roles
Week 2 —ess suffix female princess, . .
Day in stories and
seamstress . .
relationships
generational
Retro ractice or individualism, | fraits,
Week 3 —ism suffix X . anachronism, |[outdated
Language characteristic . .
snobbism expressions,
idioms
mechanical
Ferris Wheel manual, motion,
Week 4 Da man/manu root hand maneuver, physics
Y manuscript vocabulary,
analogies
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@) March + Set 4 Prefixes, Suffixes, & Root Words Integrated Vocabulary Planning Chart

Student- Example Connection to
Week Theme Affix/Root Type Friendly P
. o Words Theme
Definition
o human impact
- civilization, o
Wildlife o . by o on wildlife,
Week 1 cit/civ roof city or citizen” | citizen, ;
Awareness . conservation
civic
vocabulary
water systems,
submerge, climate
Week 2 World Water sub-— prefix under or lower submarine, vocabulary,
Day than ) .
subsall mulfiple
meanings
cultural
St. Patrick’s . . from or Ir|.shm.on, dentity,
Week 3 —ian/-an suffix . historian, legends,
Day belonging to - ) .
musician figurative
expressions
geometry,
formulaq, math
Week 4 Pi Day form root to shape transform, vocabulary,
information patterns and
equations
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® April + Set 5 Prefixes, Suffixes, & Root Words Integrated Vocabulary Planning Chart

Student- Example Connection to
Week Theme Affix/Root Type Friendly P
. o Words Theme
Definition
Mythical fiction, t/%ncfgéélo
Week 1 Y fict/fac/fact/fic |root made or done | manufacture, |. ouiary.
Creatures . imaginative
artifact .
descriptions
descriptive
.. | serenity, writing using
Week 2 Easter —ity suffix Zr;u’re or quality civility, sensory and
clarity emotional
vocabulary
vacant environmental
Week 3 Earth Day & vac root empty evacuate, |mpo§T,
Arbor Day pollution,
vacuum .
conservation
describing
. . adventurous, [travel,
Week 4 Buckert List —-ent/-ant suffix characterized applicant, adventure,
Day by L
propellant and vivid
experiences
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# May + Set 5 Prefixes, Suffixes, & Root Words Integrated Vocabulary Planning Chart

Student-

. . Example Connection to
Week Theme Affix/Root Type Frle.nc.:ll.y Words Theme
Definition
sci-fi scale,
century, space
Week 1 Sci-Fi & Mystery | cent—/kilo— prefix hundred or kilogram, vocabulary,
thousand . .
kilobyte mysterious
measurements
precision in
on/pose/ deposit, storytelling,
Week 2 Millionaire Day posﬁp roof fo put position, describing
P compose success and
strategy
flight
Paber Airolane course, vocabulary,
Week 3 Dop P cur/curs/cours |root to run or go current, cause-and-

Y cursive effectin
science
descriptive

somewhat or . . .
Hamburgers & | . . having a redd|§h, comparisons in
Week 4 —ish suffix - bookish, food
Coke Day characteristic .
of foolish vocabulary
and tone
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Checklist of Skills
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4th Grade Skill Checklist

v Dates and Activities Skill Covered Skill

Identify prefixes & suffixes and
determine meaning of unknown
words.

Use root words to determine
meaning.

Determine the meaning of multiple-
meaning words using context.

ldentify and use
synonyms/antonyms in context.

Use context clues to determine
word meaning.

Recognize common idioms,
adages, and proverbs.

Interpret similes and metaphors in
context.

Use reference materials (dictionary,
thesaurus, glossary) to find
meanings.
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5th Grade Skill Checklist

v Dates and Activities Skill Covered

Skill

ldentify and use prefixes & suffixes
in multi-syllable words.

Use Greek and Latin roofts to
determine meaning.

Determine meaning of multiple-
meaning words and phrases.

Distinguish among synonyms by
shades of meaning (e.g., 'lurk’ vs.
'stroll’).

Determine word meaning using
contfext clues.

Interpret figurative language
including similes, metaphors,
personification.

Explain the meaning of common
idioms, adages, and proverbs.

Use reference materials efficiently
to find word meaning and
pronunciation.
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6th Grade Skill Checklist

v Dates and Activities Skill Covered

Skill

Determine meaning of unknown
words using Greek and Latin
roots and affixes.

Use context clues for academic
and domain-specific vocabulary.

Interpret and analyze figurative
language (similes, metaphors,
personification, hyperbole).

Recognize and explain the
meaning of idioms, adages, and
proverbs.

Analyze the impact of word
choice on meaning and tone.

Distinguish among connotations
and denotations (e.g., 'slim’,
'skinny', 'gaunt’).

Verify meaning using multiple
reference sources (print, digital).

Interpret nuanced figurative
language in literature and
informational texts.
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THE BEST DEAL

2 Power Series in | Growing Bundile

Greek & Latin
Roots + Affixe Monthly Themes

———

== 4.
v' Digital Games
v Printable Practice
v Video Lessons

v Google Slides + PDF
v No Prep
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