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This post brings together various teaching resources and ideas I’ve developed over time to 

teach root words. While different programs were used to create these activities, making it 

challenging to compile them into a single handout, I’ve included as many activities as 

possible. For those that couldn’t be included, I’ve provided links. This handout offers a mix 

of resources to help teach prefixes, including: 

• links to resources, product samples, and free printables 

• teaching ideas that don’t require printables 

All the resources are free, except for the advertising on the final page.  
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This is a free sample lesson from my Vocabulary Series. 
 
Activities in this series are set up as individual lessons making them great to assign through Google 
Classroom.  
 

Click here to download the free activities from Google Drive. This is the digital version.  
 
Here you will find the printable version. 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1pLlhn5SKu1CeijUQfbE7KQbLAMl3Oj_z5TsY0sJ8hBA/copy
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1prMycHPq5dXVc18_NAcm8fdeRfsyYlgT-AIv1dpoL3w/copy
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 Vocabulary Digital + Printable 
Interactive Video Lessons & 

Organizers  

Products on TPT 

Greek and Latin Prefixes Suffixes & 
Root Words Digital + Printable Unit 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Vocabulary-Digital-Printable-Interactive-Video-Lessons-Organizers-5925719
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Vocabulary-Digital-Printable-Interactive-Video-Lessons-Organizers-5925719
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Vocabulary-Digital-Printable-Interactive-Video-Lessons-Organizers-5925719
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Vocabulary-Digital-Printable-Interactive-Video-Lessons-Organizers-5925719
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Vocabulary-Digital-Printable-Interactive-Video-Lessons-Organizers-5925719
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Greek-and-Latin-Prefixes-Suffixes-Root-Words-Digital-Printable-Unit-2760432?st=9be16775ca1f4ea2e63c7a2258f6e465
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Greek-and-Latin-Prefixes-Suffixes-Root-Words-Digital-Printable-Unit-2760432?st=9be16775ca1f4ea2e63c7a2258f6e465


Try making a 

3-D root 

word tree. 

Turn those 3-D root word 

trees spooky for Halloween. 

This is a great activity to pair 
with The Ghost-Eye Tree. 

Change up this idea 

by using vocabulary 

words. This is a fun 

project to use with 
Steven Kellogg’s 

Johnny Appleseed. 
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  Step 1 ~ Give each student one closed grocery 

bag. Students are to cut one inch strips from the 

opened end of the bag to approximately half 

way down the bag. Note: These do not need to 

be exact. 

 Step 2 ~ Open the bag. Hold the bottom against 

a table with one hand. With the other hand twist 

the middle portion of the bag to form the trunk of 

the tree. 

Step 3 ~ Hold approximately every two strips 

together and twist beginning at the trunk end out 

to the ends to form branches. 

Step 4 ~ Print the next two pages onto 

heavyweight paper. Construction paper works 

well.  

  

Step 5~ Have students write a vocabulary word, 

definition, or a short sentence on each apple.  

Step 6 ~ Cut out the apple and leaf 

shapes. 

  

Step 7 ~ You can hang the finished 

apples with paper clips, bread ties, or 

yarn. On the back of one apple in 

each set, tape a hanger making sure 

sticks up high enough to tie/hang 

onto the finished tree. 

  

Step 8 ~ Glue the three apple pieces 

back-to-back. 

Step 9 ~ Hang the apples on the tree. Glue the 

leaves onto the branches. 

Craftivity Instructions  
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Root Word 

 

Meaning 

 

Instructions:  Write a root word and its definition in the boxes at the base of the tree. Fill the boxes 

at the top of the tree with words that contain the root word. 
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Directions for Making Spoons Activities                  

 Option #1 (Class Sets) 

 

 Print the playing cards onto heavy weight paper or cardstock.  

 Ignore the lines on the cards. 

 Laminate for repeated use.  

 Cut cards apart.  

 Storage pockets are provided. 

 

 Option #2 (Individual Student Sets) 

 

 Print the playing cards onto heavy weight paper or cardstock.  

 Lines are provided on the cards for students to write definitions 

or sentences with the words. 

 Cut cards apart.  

 Storage pockets are provided. 

 

 

 

The cards contain the following roots: 

 Root ~ voc/vok 

 Root ~ vid/vis 

 Root ~ spec 

 Root ~ port 

 

 The cards may be used as a simple matching exercise or for a 

variety of game activities. 

 An instruction for using the cards to play Spoons follows the 

printable pockets.  



Gay Miller @ Book Units Teacher 

Storage Pockets

Print the storage pockets on colored paper. 

Have students cut out the pocket on the bold 

lines. 

To make the pocket, fold the left and right sides 

toward the back of the pocket on the dotted 

lines.

Next fold the bottom flap up toward the back. 

Glue the flaps in place.  

Glue the pocket to a file folder as pictured below 

or inside an interactive notebook. 
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Root ~ vid/vis 
[to see, to look at]

Root ~ vok/voc 
[to call, voice]
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Root ~ spect 
[to see, to look at]

Root ~ port 
[to carry]
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Object 

Be the first player to hold a set of four cards of the same set.  

What You'll Need 

I recommend dividing the class into small groups of 4 to 6 players. You 

will use only the matching sets of cards for the amount of players. You 

will also need spoons equaling one less than the number of players. 

For example, if you have five players you will need four spoons. 

Playing the Game 

The spoons are placed in the center of the table within reach of all 

players and four cards are dealt to each player. Players take one card 

from the four dealt and pass it the player on the left. The player then 

receives a card passed from the player on their right. All players 

simultaneously pass a single unwanted card face down to their left, 

and then take the card that the player to their right passed to them. 

This continues until someone collects a matching set of four. [Four 

cards containing the same root word.] 

Winning the Game 

When a player collects a matching set of four cards, nothing is said. 

Instead the player quietly reaches to the spoons in the center of the 

table and as slyly as possible moves one to his/her front. Once a 

player has taken a spoon, all the other players must do the same, 

even if they themselves do not have four of a kind. 

The player left empty handed is out. When there are only two players 

left, they are the joint winners.  
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Root Words Organizer ~ Hexagon Fold 

Instructions  

o Print organizer onto colored paper. 

o Have students cut the organizer out on the lines indicated. 

o After filling in the missing information, students will fold each hexagon in half. 

o Students may label the outside of each flap with the word and its definition. 

o Students will write a sentence with the word on the inside of each hexagon. 

  



Root Word  

When Dorothy, who was an orphan, first came to her, Aunt Em had been so startled by the 

child's laughter that she would scream and press her hand upon her heart whenever 

Dorothy's merry voice reached her ears; and she still looked at the little girl with wonder that 

she could find anything to laugh at. 

 

Latin Root  

voc 
vok 

to call or 
summon 
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Word List  
 

vocal 
vocabulary 
vocation 

vocational 
voice 

revoke 
invoke 
equivocal 

provoke 
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Root Word  

But the little woman evidently expected her to answer; so Dorothy said, with hesitation, "You 

are very kind, but there must be some mistake. I have not killed anything."  

She placed a bar of iron in the middle of the kitchen floor, and then by her magic arts made 

the iron invisible to human eyes. 

"I am now going away to make a visit. While I am gone the Scarecrow will rule over you. I 

command you to obey him as you would me."  

 

Latin Root  

vid 
vis 

see or  
look at 
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Word List  
 
vista 

visor 
visit 

visionary 
television 

supervise 
visual 
 

revise 

invisible 
advisory 

envision 
provide 

evident 
video 
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Root Word  

Chapter 3 ~ Toto did not like this addition to the party at first. He smelled around the stuffed 

man as if he suspected there might be a nest of rats in the straw, and he often growled in an 

unfriendly way at the Scarecrow.  

Chapter 10 ~ Because if you did not wear spectacles the brightness and glory of the 

Emerald City would blind you. 

Chapter 18 ~ The Scarecrow sat in the big throne and the others stood respectfully before 

him.

 

Latin Root  

spec(t) 
 

to look at, 
watch, see 
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Word List  
 

spectacle 
spectacular 

spectator 
species 

special 
specialist 
specimen 

 

specific 
aspect 

speculate 
inspect 

respect 
perspective 
circumspect 
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Root Word  

Chapter 4 ~ Many crows and other birds flew into the cornfield, but as soon as they saw me 

they flew away again, thinking I was a Munchkin; and this pleased me and made me feel 

that I was quite an important person.  

Chapter 10 ~ Taking a big golden key from a peg on the wall, he opened another gate, and 

they all followed him through the portal into the streets of the Emerald City. 

Chapter 10 ~ In the center of the chair was an enormous Head, without a body to support it 

or any arms or legs whatever. 

 

Latin Root  

port 
 

carry 
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Word List  

 
export 
deport 

important 
portable 

report 
 

porter 
portfolio 

portal 
support 

import 
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Terms of Use 
• All rights reserved by Gay Miller. 

• This purchase includes a limited license for single 

classroom use only. You may utilize it for each 

student you serve.  

• You may not upload this product to the Internet 

or store it in any public retrieval service of any 

kind outside of using it with your own students. 

• No part of the product may be altered for resell 

or distribution.  

• If you have any questions feel free to contact me 

at teachwithgaymiller@gmail.com. 
 

mailto:teachwithgaymiller@gmail.com
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Book Units Teacher Website 

YouTube 

Pinterest 
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Check out my new YouTube channel. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-_FZxE6tyrk37q_IQIzTSQ
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