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This post brings together various teaching resources and ideas I’ve developed over time to 

teach prefixes. While different programs were used to create these activities, making it 

challenging to compile them into a single handout, I’ve included as many activities as 

possible. For those that couldn’t be included, I’ve provided links. This handout offers a mix 

of resources to help teach prefixes, including: 

• links to resources, product samples, and free printables 

• teaching ideas that don’t require printables 

• printable games 

All the resources are free, except for the advertising on the final page.  
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This is a free sample lesson from my 
Vocabulary Series. 

 
 
This is the digital version. 
 
Here you will find the printable version. 
 

 
See the teaching video on Youtube. 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1X5ml9-MwFD6PyT86NAZt5b_m4HhXrjTnJRz1maJNZeI/copy
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1bz9z1xLu5hwjdTo8bBD_6e-6Rx8vqNTVlFZA-g0oFHs/copy
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s9ohUuMuph0&feature=emb_imp_woyt


 

 

© Gay Miller @ Book Units Teacher 

This idea doesn’t have a link. I’ve included the 
instruction here for a quick reference. 

 

1. First, cut the paper into approximately 1 by 5-
inch strips. 

2. Next, cut an additional piece of paper 1 by 7 
inches long. 

3. Stack the pages together with the 7-inch 
piece on the bottom. 

4. Line all the pages evenly at one end and 
staple them together to form a book with 
turning pages. 

5. Finally, students write the prefix on the 7-inch 

piece of paper. On each page of the stack, 
they write an additional word (base word) that 
can be used with the prefix. 

6. The book flips where each word can be read 
and discussed. Our books contained 8 pages; 
however, you can make them with more or 
fewer pages. 
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One way to greatly expand your student’s vocabulary is to teach prefixes and suffixes. When I first 

created this webpage, it had 19 links to online prefix games. Over time several companies have 
remove their free online games. The page currently has four games. You can see them here: free 
online games . 
 

https://bookunitsteacher.com/flipchart/reading/prefixes/games.htm
https://bookunitsteacher.com/flipchart/reading/prefixes/games.htm
https://bookunitsteacher.com/flipchart/reading/prefixes/games.htm
https://bookunitsteacher.com/flipchart/reading/prefixes/games.htm
https://bookunitsteacher.com/flipchart/reading/prefixes/games.htm
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Here is another teaching idea without a link. 

 

1. Using large flip chart paper, draw three to 
four vertical lines to form columns.  

2. Next, label each column with one prefix.  

3. On sticky notes, write base or root words that 

form real words when added to one of the 
prefixes listed on top of the anchor chart. 
Note: When completing this activity for the 
first time, using base words that only form 
one real word works best. For example, turn 
only forms a real word when the prefix re- is 
added. Nonturn, unturn, and disturn are not 
real words. 

4. Students place the sticky notes onto the 
anchor chart in the column that forms a real 
word.  

5. Complete this activity in small groups, as part 
of a learning center, or as an early finisher 
project. 
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Blank Prefix and Suffix Organizer 

 
Containing Words Prefix and Suffix Organizer 

 
Answer Key for Prefix and Suffix Organizer 

The foldable prefix organizer is a hands-on, interactive tool that helps students break down and 

understand the components of words, particularly focusing on prefixes. This foldable handout is 
divided into multiple sections that guide students through analyzing word structure, giving them 
the opportunity to identify and learn the meanings of various prefixes, suffixes, and root words. 

 

https://bookunitsteacher.com/flipchart/reading/suffixes/organizer2.pdf
https://bookunitsteacher.com/flipchart/reading/suffixes/organizer.pdf
https://bookunitsteacher.com/flipchart/reading/suffixes/organizer3.pdf


How the Organizer Works: 

The organizer includes six columns labeled with key elements: meaning, root word, prefix, suffix, picture, and word. Students 

will complete this chart by identifying and filling in each section based on given or researched words. 

Meaning: In the first column, students write the definition of the word, focusing on how the prefix affects its meaning. 

For example, "the condition of not being happy" for the word unhappiness. 

Root Word: Students identify the root or base word in the next column, which is the word without any prefixes or 

suffixes. For unhappiness, the root word would be happy. 

Prefix: In this column, students write the prefix that modifies the meaning of the root word. Using the example above, 

they would write un- in the prefix column for unhappiness. 

Suffix: If applicable, students include the suffix in the suffix column. For words like unhappiness or nonflexible, they 

would fill in -ness or -ible. 

Picture: To make the learning experience more visual, students can draw a small picture or symbol that represents the 

word’s meaning. This helps reinforce vocabulary through visual association, for example, a sad face to represent 

unhappiness. 

Word: In the final column, students combine the prefix, root word, and suffix (if applicable) to write the complete word, 

such as previewed or nonedible. 

Example of a Completed Organizer: 

Meaning: "The condition of not being happy" 

Root Word: happy 

Prefix: un- 

Suffix: -ness 

Picture: A sad face 

Word: unhappiness 

This activity helps students visually dissect and analyze words, reinforcing their understanding of how prefixes and suffixes 

modify meaning. Additionally, students get practice applying their knowledge by completing the foldable organizer and 

learning to use new vocabulary in context. This organizer is versatile and can be used for individual study, group work, or as a 

classroom center activity. 
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Students will enjoy creating this 12-page mini-booklet 
that practices with 10 prefixes that mean “not” or “the 
opposite.” 

https://bookunitsteacher.com/flipchart/reading/prefixes/notprefixes.pdf
https://bookunitsteacher.com/flipchart/reading/prefixes/notprefixes.pdf
https://bookunitsteacher.com/flipchart/reading/prefixes/notprefixes.pdf
https://bookunitsteacher.com/flipchart/reading/prefixes/notprefixes.pdf
https://bookunitsteacher.com/flipchart/reading/prefixes/notprefixes.pdf
https://bookunitsteacher.com/flipchart/reading/prefixes/notprefixes.pdf
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This free game is provided at my 
Teachers Pay Teachers store. 

Students play this Prefix Spinner 
Game like BINGO. 
 

Download the game here. 
 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Free-Prefix-Spinner-Game-492466
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Free-Prefix-Spinner-Game-492466
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Prefix Game Instructions 

Number of Players: 2 to 4 

Instructions for Making the Game: 

Print the game boards, word cards, and answer keys on 
heavyweight paper. 

Laminate the materials for durability and repeated use. 

Instructions for Playing the Game: 

Players decide who goes first by rolling a die. 

On their turn, a player draws a card. 

The player then looks at the prefixes on the game board 
and moves their marker to the first space on the trail 

that forms a real word by adding the prefix from the 
game board to the root word on the card. 

If a player reaches the last few spaces of the trail and 
cannot form a real word, they must wait and try again 
on their next turn. 

The first player to reach the finish line wins. 

Prefix Game  
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com-/con- uni- ex- 

combine 

command 

commend 

compete 

community 

companion 

company 

compact 

commune 

compare 

communicate 

compress 

complete 

composition 

concord 

condemn 

condescend 

confide 

conserve 

construct 

concoct 

confer 

conductor 

congregate 

contract 

connect 

unicycle 

uniform 

universe 

unify 

unilateral 

unique 

unison 

unicorn 

university 

unified 

unicolor 

unicellular 

exceed 

exclusive 

exhale 

explosion 

exterminate 

extract 

extrude 

excerpt 

exclude 

expire 

exception 

extinguish 

extra 

extreme 

extent 

exterior 

extravagant 

expect 

expense 

experiment 

expiration 

expert 

expedition 

expression 

  

 
Prefix Game Answer Key 



Start 
& 

Finish 



bine mend 

panion 

mand 

munity 

pete 

mune municate pare press 

descend serve fide struct 

plete cord position demn 

pany pact 



coct ductor 

form 

fer 

cycle 

gregate 

lateral son que versity 

ceed hale clusive plosion 

fied cellular color corn 

verse fy 



terminate trude 

pire 

tract 

clude 

cerpt 

pedition treme tr tent 

periment pression piration pert 

terior pect travagant pense 

ception tinguish 
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Prefix Game Instructions 

Number of Players: 2 to 4 

Instructions for Making the Game: 

Print the game boards, word cards, and answer keys on 
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The first player to reach the finish line wins. 

Prefix Game  
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fore- inter- de- 

forearm 

forebear 

foreboding 

forecast 

forefinger 

forefront 

forego 

foreground 

forehead 

foremast 

foremost 

forerunner 

foresight 

foretell 

forewarn  

foreword  

forethought  

foreleg 

forecastle  

forenoon  

 

interaction 

intercede 

interfere 

interim 

interject  

interlude 

intermediate 

international 

intervene 

intermission 

internet 

interpersonal 

interrupt 

interstate 

intercept 

interview 

intertwine  

intersperse  

internal 

interloper 

interfile 

intergrade 

  

 

 

  

deject 

delude 

demission 

decay 

decline 

decode 

decrease 

deduct 

deport 

depress 

defile 

deflect 

deform 

decapitate 

decompose 

detour 

deceive 

defraud 

deconstruct 

deprive 

dehydrate 

degrade 

denounce 
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Prefix Game Answer Key 



Start 
& 

Finish 



arm most 

go 

front 

bear 

word 

boding sight ground leg 

finger warn mast noon 

cast tell head castle 

runner thought 



action net 

mediate 

lude 

cede 

view 

fere rupt national sperse 

ject cept mission loper 

im state vene nal 

personal twine 



cay capitate 

press 

port 

cline 

construct 

code tour file hydrate 

duct fraud form nounce 

crease ceive flect grade 

compose prive 



hood 

hood 

hood 

hood 
hood 

hood 

hood 

hood 
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 Vocabulary Digital + Printable 
Interactive Video Lessons & 

Organizers  

Products on TPT 

Greek and Latin Prefixes Suffixes & 
Root Words Digital + Printable Unit 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Vocabulary-Digital-Printable-Interactive-Video-Lessons-Organizers-5925719
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Vocabulary-Digital-Printable-Interactive-Video-Lessons-Organizers-5925719
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Vocabulary-Digital-Printable-Interactive-Video-Lessons-Organizers-5925719
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Vocabulary-Digital-Printable-Interactive-Video-Lessons-Organizers-5925719
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Vocabulary-Digital-Printable-Interactive-Video-Lessons-Organizers-5925719
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Greek-and-Latin-Prefixes-Suffixes-Root-Words-Digital-Printable-Unit-2760432?st=9be16775ca1f4ea2e63c7a2258f6e465
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Greek-and-Latin-Prefixes-Suffixes-Root-Words-Digital-Printable-Unit-2760432?st=9be16775ca1f4ea2e63c7a2258f6e465
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Book Units Teacher Website  

Pinterest 

YouTube 
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https://bookunitsteacher.com/
https://bookunitsteacher.com/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Gay-Miller
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Gay-Miller
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Gay-Miller
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Gay-Miller
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Gay-Miller
https://www.pinterest.com/lindagaymiller/
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