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Activity #1 - Beyond the Feast Video Activity 

Begin your study of Thanksgiving with this video lesson. This video is not the traditional overview of the 

Thanksgiving feast in Plymouth. Instead, students complete a provided set of practice exercises while 
watching the video. Students are instructed to pause the video to complete sections of the printout and 
then resume it to check their answers. Throughout the lesson, students will create a timeline, distinguish 
between myths and facts, and match historical causes to effects, all while learning how language and 
tradition shape our understanding of the holiday. Here are a few example screenshots from the video. 

Links  

Google Slides Video Handout 

YouTube 

Vimeo 

🦃 Beyond the Feast | Thanksgiving Video 
Activity for Grades 4–6 
Looking for a meaningful way to kick off your 
Thanksgiving unit? Beyond the Feast goes 
beyond the turkey and stuffing to explore how 
language, tradition, and historical 
interpretation shape our understanding of the 
holiday. 
🎬 In this interactive video lesson, students: 
Pause and complete guided exercises using a 
printable handout 
Build a timeline of key events 
Separate myth from fact 
Match historical causes to their effects 
Perfect for independent practice, centers, or 
whole-group instruction, this activity 
encourages critical thinking while reinforcing 
key social studies skills. 
📄 Download the free handout here: [Insert 
direct link] 
🍁 Explore more seasonal resources in the Fall 
Vault: [Insert link] 
No prep. No login. Just press play and learn. 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1dojZNLIJQSSNnybiNW2r2yJnUJAxtK5_ryATARaqPvY/copy
https://youtu.be/Jbiez23AqkI
https://vimeo.com/1112566680/acdf7538e6?share=copy


Handout for Thanksgiving Video Lesson 
 

Match each date to the correct event. 

The dates are listed in chronological order. Use logic, prior knowledge, or a quick search to match each date with the correct event 

from the list. Write the letter of the event next to each date. 

1621   A. George Washington declared a national day of thanks. 

1789   B. the first NFL Thanksgiving football game was played. 

1827   C. Abraham Lincoln made Thanksgiving a national holiday. 

1863   D. Hurricane Otto hit Central America on Thanksgiving Day. 

1924   E. the National Day of Mourning was first recognized at Plymouth. 

1934   F. the first Thanksgiving feast was held.  

1990   G. the first turducken was served at the White House. 

2007   H. Sarah Josepha Hale began campaigning for a national 

Thanksgiving holiday. 

2016   I. the first Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade took place  



2. Sorting Myths from Facts 

Write the letter of the detail in the correct column to show if it is a myth or fact. 

 A. Pilgrims called themselves “Pilgrims.” 

B. The Wampanoag were formally invited to the feast. 

C. The first Thanksgiving feast included turkey, pumpkin pie, and stuffing. 

D. Thanksgiving has always been celebrated in November. 

E. Benjamin Franklin once suggested the turkey as America’s national bird. 

F. Every year, the U.S. President pardons one lucky turkey. 

G. The feast between the Pilgrims and Wampanoag lasted three days. 

H. The Pilgrims landed on Plymouth Rock. 

I. Americans eat nearly 45 million turkeys on Thanksgiving Day. 

J. The first Thanksgiving was a peaceful celebration of unity. 

Myth Fact 

__________ __________ 

__________ __________ 

__________ __________ 

__________ __________ 

__________   

__________   

3. Match terms to their descriptions. 

_____ turducken 
a) a horn-shaped symbol of 

abundance 

_____ cornucopia b) site of National Day of Mourning 

_____ wishbone c) “Mother of Thanksgiving” 

_____ Cole’s Hill 
d) a turkey stuffed with a duck 

stuffed with a chicken 

_____ Sarah 

Josepha Hale 
e) broken for good luck 

4. Match causes to their effects 

_____ Pilgrims arrive in 1620 
a) unifying gesture during Civil 

War 

_____ smallpox epidemic 
b) retailers promote holiday 

shopping 

_____ Lincoln declares 

Thanksgiving  
c) Wampanoag form alliance 

_____ Macy’s Parade 

begins 
d) Wampanoag population 

decimated 

_____ presidential turkey 

pardon 
e) tradition of sparing one lucky 

bird 



Handout for Thanksgiving Video Lesson Answer Key 
 

Match each date to the correct event. 

The dates are listed in chronological order. Use logic, prior knowledge, or a quick search to match each date with the correct event 

from the list. Write the letter of the event next to each date. 

1621 F A. George Washington declared a national day of thanks. 

1789 A B. the first NFL Thanksgiving football game was played. 

1827 H C. Abraham Lincoln made Thanksgiving a national holiday. 

1863 C D. Hurricane Otto hit Central America on Thanksgiving Day. 

1924 I E. the National Day of Mourning was first recognized at Plymouth. 

1934 B F. the first Thanksgiving feast was held.  

1990 E G. the first turducken was served at the White House. 

2007 G 
H. Sarah Josepha Hale began campaigning for a national 

Thanksgiving holiday. 

2016 D I. the first Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade took place  



2. Sorting Myths from Facts 

Write the letter of the detail in the correct column to show if it is a myth or fact. 

 A. Pilgrims called themselves “Pilgrims.” 

B. The Wampanoag were formally invited to the feast. 

C. The first Thanksgiving feast included turkey, pumpkin pie, and stuffing. 

D. Thanksgiving has always been celebrated in November. 

E. Benjamin Franklin once suggested the turkey as America’s national bird. 

F. Every year, the U.S. President pardons one lucky turkey. 

G. The feast between the Pilgrims and Wampanoag lasted three days. 

H. The Pilgrims landed on Plymouth Rock. 

I. Americans eat nearly 45 million turkeys on Thanksgiving Day. 

J. The first Thanksgiving was a peaceful celebration of unity. 

Myth Fact 

A E 

B F 

C G 

D I 

H   

J   

3. Match terms to their descriptions. 

__d___ turducken 
a) a horn-shaped symbol of 

abundance 

__a___ cornucopia b) site of National Day of Mourning 

__e___ wishbone c) “Mother of Thanksgiving” 

__b___ Cole’s Hill 
d) a turkey stuffed with a duck 

stuffed with a chicken 

__c___ Sarah 

Josepha Hale 
e) broken for good luck 

4. Match causes to their effects 

__c___ Pilgrims arrive in 

1620 
a) unifying gesture during Civil 

War 

__d___ smallpox epidemic 
b) retailers promote holiday 

shopping 

__a___ Lincoln declares 

Thanksgiving  
c) Wampanoag form alliance 

__b___ Macy’s Parade 

begins 
d) Wampanoag population 

decimated 

__e___ presidential turkey 

pardon 
e) tradition of sparing one lucky 

bird 



Looking for more ready-to-use Thanksgiving resources? By 

joining the newsletter, you’ll unlock full access to the Fall 

Vault, a growing collection of seasonal activities, games, 

printables, and digital tools designed to save you time and 

engage your students. It’s free to join, and new resources 

are added regularly. If you enjoyed this video, the Vault is 

packed with even more classroom-friendly ideas just like it! 

Get access to the Fall Vault 

https://hidden-thunder-859.myflodesk.com/kwh6kpsp92
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