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In this updated handout,
the order of the tips has
been changed to better
align with the writing
process.
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1. Follow Plot Structure
2. Hook the Reader from the Start

3. Break Up the Story into
Paragraphs

4. Use Proper Dialogue Formatting
Use Descriptive Verbs

6. Add “Wow"” Words to Improve
Vocabulary

7. Show, Don’t Just Tell

8. Add Figurative Language for
Flair

9. Vary Sentence Beginnings

10. Capitalization & Punctuation
Matter
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Teaching Study Carrel

Have you ever wondered what it would be like for students to have dozens of resources at their fingertipse Here is what we did.
Two file folders were glued together. When these stand up, they make a perfect study carrel. Students created foldable
organizers and doodle notes to paste on both sides of the carrel. So when a student couldn’t remember a rule for how to write
quotations or needed a wow word for a narrative, it was right there.

This post outlines 10 essential strategies for narrative writing, organized in a way that mirrors the writing process: plan — draft —
revise — edit. Each tip includes a printable resource that students can collect and store in a study carrel, interactive notebook,
or writing folder. These tools help students internalize key skills and build confidence as storytellers.

© Gay Miller @ Book Units Teacher



1 Tip #1: Follow Plot Structure

Printable Story Mapping
Booklet X

Goy Miller @ Book Units Teacher

Strong narratives follow a clear structure: beginning, rising action,
climax, falling action, and resolution. Story mapping helps students
plan and revise their writing with purpose.

»#* Try This

Before drafting, have students complete a plot diagram and story
map to outline their story’s key elements. After writing, they can
revisit the map to check for missing or underdeveloped parts.

Collect This Resource

Use the Story Mapping Mini-Booklet to frack characters, setting,
theme, conflict, and more. Pair it with the Roller Coaster Plot
Diagram to help students visuadlize their story’s structure. Add both to
the study carrel or notebook for easy reference during planning and
revision.

© Gay Miller @ Book Units Teacher
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Story Mapping Link to Resources

Story Mapping using Google Slides

Story Mapping using
Google Slides

Gay Miller @ Book Units Teacher
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You must
save the
Google Slides
to your
Google Drive
to make them
editable.
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1EtEQx8zpM_BbsZjyS2T1FgJ0EuYS68EfWvvASbW5XFs/copy

| recommend that you duplicate the cover onto
construction paper or card stock. Standard
construction paper is 2 by 12 inches which makes
the cover a bit larger than the pages inside.

Story Elements Book

This story map booklet may be used to summarize any book.

Your pages must be duplicated on the front and
the back. | ran my pages front and back directly
from the printer. This is a simple process with only
three pages. Simply place the page that has
been printed on one side back into the printer for
the reverse side to be printed.

Pages 12 & 1 front with Pages 2 & 11 back
Pages 10 & 3 front with Pages 4 & 9 on back
Pages 8 & 5 front with Pages 6 & 7 on back

PONL OF \tew

L

Once you have printed your pages, fold all
pages in half vertically (hamburger fold). Staple
the pages together in the center to form the
book
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Tip #2: Hook the Reader from the Start

Strong story openings grab the reader’s attention

works.

» Try This

and setf the tone for what's to come. Students can
experiment with five types of narrative hooks:

dialogue

a vivid setting description
a question

an interesting fact

sound effects

Have students rewrite a dull opening using one of
the five hook types. Then, challenge them to
identify which type they used and explain why it

Collect This Resource

Cut out the five narrative hook cards and store
them in the labeled pocket. Each card includes a
definition and example. Use them as a reference
when writing or revising story beginnings.
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Begin with
dialogue. Use
quotations either
between two
characters or have
the narrator talk
directly to the

Begin with an
interesting fact. This
can be a shocking

statement.

Begin by asking a
question to get the
reader thinking.

Begin with a sound
that is associated
with the action that
is taking place in
the first scene of
the story.
[Onomatopoeid]

Begin with a vivid
description. Be sure
to use specific
details that paint a
picture.
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1 Tip #3: Break Up the Story into Paragraphs

Organizer with Rules

When To Start a Rule 1 - TOPIC CHANGE -
Just i iti
New Paragraph in ll 2cics penn 2"ong

Rule 4 - TO BREAK UP
LONG NARRATIVES - If a
character gives a long

Practice
Write the rule number at
the beginning of each

paragraph change.
a S‘l‘OI’Y paragraph :::(2’; plaa o:e‘l"f speech, it is easier for the Excerpt from
Rule 1 the author describes the il reader If the dialogue is ll The Tale of Despereaux

And then, listener, as he

and moves on —— up.
P TR, stood before the king, a
If the Topic Changes to describing the ____ Break up long bits of W \onderul, amazing thought
thoughts or to the narration with . For occurred to the mouse,
Rule 2 setting, create a example, if a flashback is What if the suit of armor
paragraph. taking place, have the had been empty for a

reason? What if it had been
empty because it was
waiting?

—__Forhim.

___"You know me,” that
was what the knight in his
dream had said.

___"Yes,” said Despereaux
out loud in wonder. "I do
know you.”

___ "I can’t hear you,” sang
the king.

— " Il have to do it
myself,” said the mouse. "I
will be'the knight in shining
armor. There is no other
way. It has to be me.”

When the Setting
Changes

Rule3

character come back to
the ____, describe what is
taking place, and then go
back to the -

Rule vl SETTING
CHANGE-SKIPPING TO A
NEW TIME OR A NEW
PLACE - Remember that
setting includes both

and 0D
the story shifts from one
place to or one
time to begin a

paragraph. Scenes
generally take place in
one location. When the
location changes, this
means a new is
about to take place.

When a New Character
Speaks

Rule4

Rule 5 - FOR EFFECT -
Use a paragraph break to
an important
point, for a laugh, to drive
a message, or gain some
advantage.

To Break up Long
Narratives

Rules 2P

___ Despereaux turmed. He

For Effect Rule 3 - IN DIALOGUE il Il
i WHEN A NEW CHARACTER

SPEAKS - Each time a

character speaks,
create a new . Note
that this is also true with
thoughts. If the narrator

threadmaster.

start a
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Paragraphs guide the reader through
the story. Teach students to start a new
paragraph when:

+ the fopic changes

+ the setting changes (time or place)

* a new character speaks

+ along narrative needs a visual break

« emphasis is needed for dramatic
effect

» Try This

Have students color-code a sample
paragraph to identify where each rule
applies. Then, challenge them to apply
the same strategy to their own writing.

Collect This Resource

Glue in the “5 Rules for Paragraph
Breaks” organizer. It includes definitions,
and examples. Add it to the study
carrel or interactive notebook for easy
access during writing fime.
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Fold the Organizer.
This organizer requires no cutting or coloring. | recommend telling students that they can color the blackline drawings at home

if they wish to, but it is not necessary.
The organizer folds like a fan. Make sure the first fold is under, so the definitions are on top and will be visible when flipping

through the interactive notebook.

Gluing the Organizer:
Flip the organizer over with the text box containing the definition face down. Have students place a single line of white school

glue down the back right-hand side of the organizer. Glue the organizers two to a page (four to an open notebook).
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Get the digital version here.
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When To Start a
New Paragraph
in a Story

Rule 1
If the Topic Changes

Rule 2
When the Setting Changes

Rule 3
When a New Character
Speaks

Rule 4
To Break up Long
Narratives

Rule 5
For Effect

© Gay Miller @ Book Units Teacher

Rule 1 - TOPIC CHANGE -
Just as in writing nonfiction,
begin a new paragraph when
a new takes
place. If the author describes

the and

moves on to describing the
thoughts

or to the

setting, create a

paragraph.

Rule 2 - SETTING CHANGE-
SKIPPING TO A NEW TIME

OR A NEW PLACE -
Remember  that setting
includes both

and If the
story shifts from one place
to or one
time to /
begin a paragraph.
Scenes generally take place
in one location. When the
location changes, this means
a hew is
about to take place.

Rule 3 - IN DIALOGUE

WHEN A NEW CHARACTER

SPEAKS - Each time a
character
speaks, create a new

. Note that this
is also true with thoughts.
If the narrator is
describing the
of one character and a
different character speaks,
start a paragraph.

Rule 4 - TO BREAK UP
LONG NARRATIVES - If a
character gives a long
speech, it is easier for the
reader if the dialogue is

up.
Break up long bits of
narration with
. For example,
if a flashback is taking

place, have the character
come back to the
, describe what is

taking place, and then go

back to the

Rule 5 - FOR EFFECT -
Use a paragraph break to
an
important point, for a
laugh, to drive a message,
or gain some advantage.

RPp

Practice

Write the rule number at the
beginning of each paragraph
change.

Excerpt from
The Tale of Despereaux

And then, listener, as he stood
before the king, a wonderful,
amazing thought occurred to
the mouse. What if the suit of
armor had been empty for a
reason? What if it had been
empty because it was waiting?

For him.

_ “You know me,” that was
what the knight in his dream
had said.

“Yes,” said Despereaux out
loud in wonder. “I do know
you.”

14

“I can’t hear you,
the king.

___“T'll have to do it myself,”
said the mouse. "I will be the
knight in shining armor. There
is no other way. It has to be
me.”

sang

Despereaux turned. He
left the weeping king. He went
to find the threadmaster.
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Answer Key

When To Start a
New Paragraph
in a Story

Rule 1
If the Topic Changes

Rule 2
When the Setting Changes

Rule 3
When a New Character
Speaks

Rule 4
To Break up Long
Narratives

Rule 5
For Effect

© Gay Miller @ Book Units Teacher

Rule 1 - TOPIC CHANGE -
Just as in writing nonfiction,
begin a new paragraph when
a new topic takes place. If the
author describes the setting
and moves on to describing
the character’s thoughts or
reactions to the setting,
create a new paragraph.

Rule 2 - SETTING CHANGE-
SKIPPING TO A NEW TIME

OR A NEW PLACE -
Remember that setting
includes both time and

place. If the story shifts from
one place to another or one
time to another, begin a new
paragraph. Scenes generally
take place in one location.
When the location changes,
this means a new scene is
about to take place.

Rule 3 - IN DIALOGUE
WHEN A NEW CHARACTER
SPEAKS - Each time a
different character speaks,
create a new paragraph.
Note that this is also true
with  thoughts. If the
narrator is describing the
thoughts of one character
and a different character
speaks, start a new
paragraph.

Rule 4 - TO BREAK UP
LONG NARRATIVES - If a
character gives a long
speech, it is easier for the
reader if the dialogue is
broken up.

Break up long bits of
narration with action. For
example, if a flashback is
taking place, have the
character come back to the
present, describe what is
taking place, and then go
back to the flashback.

Rule 5 - FOR EFFECT -
Use a paragraph break to
emphasize an important
point, for a laugh, to drive
a message, or gain some
advantage.

RPp

Practice

Write the rule number at the
beginning of each paragraph
change.

Excerpt from
The Tale of Despereaux

And then, listener, as he stood
before the king, a wonderful,
amazing thought occurred to
the mouse. What if the suit of
armor had been empty for a
reason? What if it had been
empty because it was waiting?

5 For him.

3 “You know me,” that was
what the knight in his dream
had said.

3 “Yes,” said Despereaux
out loud in wonder. “I do
know you.”

3 "I can’t hear you,” sang
the king.

_3 “I'll have to do it myself,”
said the mouse. "I will be the
knight in shining armor. There
is no other way. It has to be
me.”

2 Despereaux turned. He
left the weeping king. He went
to find the threadmaster.
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| Tip #4: Use Proper Dialogue Formatting

Dialogue brings characters to life—but only if it's formatted correctly. Students should follow these five key rules:
1) Find the direct quotation and place quotation marks around it.
2) Separate the source phrase from the quote with a comma (unless using ¢ or !).
3) Capitalize the first word of the direct quotation.
4) Place the correct punctuation before the closing quotation mark.
5) Follow all other capitalization and punctuation rules.

»* Try This

Give students a short conversation with all punctuation removed. Have them rewrite it using the five rules of dialogue

formatting.

Collect This Resource

Use the Dialogue Rules Flap Organizer. Each flap explains one rule and includes space for students to write examples. Add it to
the study carrel or notebook for easy reference during drafting and editing.

Three versions of the organizer are offered: one with blanks for students to write the rule; one with the Rule 8 _
rule provided but with blank spaces for students to write in key words; and one with the answers ('(' 9 $
provided. The third copy of the organizer may be used as an answer key, for differentiated instruction, &
for students who were absent during instruction, or if you wish for the students to have cards already 7 §
completed. Rule :
seperate. 8
Five Flap Flip n é

e <
1) Print the organizer onto colored paper. Ral hgg
1% \ocd g
2) Students will fill in the missing information in the blank spaces. g é -
‘Ru'lc °
3) Trim around the four edges on the lines indicated. §
end mMack g
4) Fold the page in half vertically so that the title "*Quotations” will show. RS 4 3
A §4
5) Cut on the lines indicated on the inside of the organizer, up to the fold so that the organizer opens normal ﬁ‘\
with five flaps. se“*ﬁf;?e# LJ

u

© Gay Miller @ Book Units Teacher
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Find the direct quotatfion. Place
around the

quote.

Separate the source phrase from the
direct quotation. A , rather than
a period, is placed immediately after the
last  word spoken, except when a
or an

is needed.

the first word of the

direct quotation.

Place a

, or and
at the end of the sentence
the ending quotation mark.

Remember all other
and

rules.

QuoTaTions
A direct quotation is arecord of The exact words spoken.



Find the direct quotation. Place quotation
marks around (" ") the quote.

Separate the source phrase from the
direct quotation. A comma, rather than a
period, is placed immediately after the
last word spoken, except when a question
mark or an exclamation mark is needed.

Capitalize the first word of the direct
quotation.

Place a period (.), question mark (¢), or
and exclamation mark (!) at the end of
the sentence before the ending quotation
mark.

Remember all other capitalization and
punctuation rules.

QuoTaTions
A direct quotation is arecord of The exact words spoken.



Tip #5: Use Descriptive Verbs

Strong verbs bring stories to life. Instead of saying a character “went,” try
“hurried,” "marched,” or “tiptoed.” Encourage students to replace vague or
overused verbs with more specific, expressive ones.

»* Try This

Have students highlight three verbs in their draft and replace them with
stronger choices from the Mini Thesaurus.

Collect This Resource

Print and assemble the Mini Thesaurus booklet. Each page includes a themed
word list (like “Better than Good” or “Worse than Bad”) and space for students
to add their own synonyms. Store it in the study carrel or notebook for easy
reference during writing and editing.

| recommend that you duplicate the cover onto construction paper or card stock. Standard construction paperis 9 by 12
inches which makes the cover a bit larger than the pages in side.

Thesaurus
ok o e v e

Your pages must be duplicated on the front and the back. | ran my pages front and back directly from the printer. This is @
simple process with only four pages. Simply place the page that has been printed on one side back intfo the printer for the
reverse side to be printed.

e Pages 16 & 1 front with Pages 2 & 15 back

e Pages 14 & 3 front with Pages 4 & 13 on back
e Pages 12 & 5 front with Pages 6 & 11 on back
e Pages 10 & 7 front with Pages 8 & 9 on back

Once you have printed your pages, fold all pages in half vertically (hamburger fold). Staple the pages together in the center to
form the book,

© Gay Miller @ Book Units Teacher
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Thesaurus

a book of words and their synonyms

extremely greatly incredibly
considerably awfully exceptionally
exceedingly especially dreadfully
extraordinarily enormously fantastically
vastly remarkably outstandingly

s
specially unusually superbl \' -

Additional Words Meaning Very

Page 16 Page 1



agreeable

lovely

kind

considerate

charming

delightful

enchanting

captivating

Page 2

Meaning Enjoyable

pleasant

amusing

gratifying

Meaning Polite

friendly
warmhearted

Meaning Attractive

appealing

pleasing

enthralling

fine

wonderful

entertaining

courteous

cordial

good-looking

fascinating

delightful

Additional Words
Meaning Good

Page 15



Additional Words
Meaning Nice

Meaning Suitable

helpful beneficial sound
safe advantageous reliable
trustworthy useful fitting

Meaning Decent

respectable moral upright
virtuous noble worthy
wholesome proper suitable

Meaning Well-Behaved

well-mannered polite obedient

courteous well-brought-up considerate

Pagel4 Page 3



Meaning Evil
wicked corrupt
depraved debauched
ruthless merciless
shameless sinful

Meaning Awful
terrible dreadful

shocking ghastly

Meaning Naughty

disobedient tfroublesome

mischievous unruly

Page 4

immoral

unscrupulous
cruel

criminal

appalling

horrific

wayward

willful

Additional Words
Meaning Mean

Page 13



Additional Words
Meaning Bad

dangerous nasty roften
unkind dirty sour

rude bully malicious
sordid cruel callous
uncaring despicable shameful
spiteful vicious wicked
criminal immoral foul
revolting malevolent vindictive
evil unpleasant horrid

Page 12 Page 5



jovial cheery

exultant blissful
elated thrilled
joyous rapturous

Additional Words
Meaning Happy

ecstatic

euphoric

jubilant

overjoyed

¢

frightened afraid fearful
terrified nervous startled
alarmed anxious upset
petrified panicked worried
shocked jolted horrified
aghast horror-struck stunned
Additional Words
Meaning Scared
Page 6

Page 11



Additional Words

Meaning
¥

Scared

humorous hilarious amusing
comical comic witty
sidesplitting uproarious hysterical
entertaining riotous a scream

Additional Words Meaning Funny

Page 10 Page7



grand

tremendous
awe-inspiring

keen

incredible

miraculous

sophisticated

hip

nifty

Page 8

Meaning Awesome

marvelous magnificent
wonderful sensational
fabulous super

fantastic superb
remarkable out of this world
terrific spectacular

Meaning Fashionable

stylish trendy
with-it groovy
stylish happening

Additional Words
Meaning Cool

Page 9



Strong vocabulary helps stories feel fresh
and expressive. Encourage students to
replace overused words like “said,”
“good,” or “nice” with more vivid
synonymes.

»* Try This

Challenge students to find two words in
their draft they can upgrade. Use a word
web to brainstorm alternatives.

Collect This Resource

Use the “Said Synonyms” Word Web.
Students can refer to the example or
create their own webs for other common
words. Store it in the study carrel or
notebook for quick vocabulary boosts
during revision.

[answered][ argued ]

[ offered ] [demanded]
[ cheered muttered]
[ insisted replied ]
[exclaimed [ pleaded ]
[ promised ] [questioned]
[whispered][ roared ]
© Gay Miller
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[answered J[ argued J

| offered J\ / | demanded

]
J

J

[ cheered muttered
[ said

insisted ” replied

[ exclaimed / pleaded

[ promised I lquestioned}

whispered J [ roared
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1 Tip #7: Show, Don’t Just Tell

Writers create vivid scenes by showing what a character feels or experiences through
actions, thoughts, and sensory details—not just by stating it.

»* Try This

Give students a list of “telling” sentences and have them rewrite each one using the
Show, Don't Tell method. Encourage them to include body language, setting clues, and
internal thoughts.

Collect This Resource

Use the “Show, Don't Tell” Flipbook. Each flap features a different emotion (like nervous,
excited, or angry) and includes space for students to brainstorm how to show that feeling
through description. Add it to the study carrel or notebook for quick reference during
writing.

Show, Don’t Tell” Flipbook
Brainstorm how to “show” the emotion using:

Emotions

. body language
. internal thoughts
. dialogue
. sensory details
Instructions for Completing the Organizer
1) Print the organizer on colored paper.
2) Cut out rectangles.

3) Begin with the bottom page in the stack. Turn the page on its back and place
a thin line of glue across the top of the page only. Glue it towards the bottom
of the organizer notebook or lap book.

Embarrassed
4) On the back of the next page, place a thin line of glue along the top. Nervous
5) Glue this page directly onto the organizer page moving it up approximately Happy

one-fourth of an inch higher than the first page.

Angry
6) Continue to add pages until all are glued down. Bored

7) The pages should lift up so that students can read the information.
© Gay Miller @ Book Units Teacher
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Emotions

Nervous

Angry

Scared

Proud

Sad

© Gay Miler @ Book Units teacner




Bored

Confused

Disappointed

Embarrassed

Happy

Surprised

© Gay Miler @ Book Units teacner
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A creative story includes goo& use of imagery.
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| Tip #8: Add Figurative Language for Flair

Figurative language makes writing more vivid and expressive. Encourage students to use:
 similes (He ran like the wind.)
« metaphors (Her voice was music.)
« personification (The wind whispered.)
» hyperbole (I waited a million years.)
+ onomatopoeia (Boom! Crashl)
« alliteration (Silly snakes slithered silently.)
» Try This

Challenge students to revise a paragraph by adding at least two types of figurative language. Or
give them a list of plain sentences and ask them to rewrite each one using a different device.

Collect This Resource

Use the Figurative Language Organizer to review the “core four” with examples and space for
student-created sentences. Add the Sound Devices Flip Organizer for onomatopoeia and
alliteration. Store both in the study carrel or notebook for easy reference.

Instructions for Completing the Organizer

1) Print the organizer onto colored paper.

2) Trim the edges.

3) Fold on the doftted line.

4) Cut on the solid lines between flaps up to the dotted fold line.
5) Have students fill in missing information.

Three versions of this organizer are provided. The first is blank for students to write their own
definitions and examples. The second contains example sentences that need to be corrected. It
may be used for differentiated instruction or for an answer key.

The graphic organizers will fit into an interactive notebook after the edges are frimmed.
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I Alliterate your name.

Alliteration is

Draw a picture to illustrate onomatopoeia.

Onomatopoeia is

I Alliterate your name.

Alliteration is

Draw a picture to illustrate onomatopoeia.

Onomatopoeia is
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Define Alliteration

Alliteration is when

in a row begin with

the

Alliteration is often used in

because it can

the way a passage of

I Alliterate your name.

Define Onomatopoeia

Onomatopoeia is the

of

in word form.

Draw a picture to illustrate onomatopoeia.

Define Alliteration

Alliteration is when

in a row begin with

the

Alliteration is often used in

because it can

the way a passage of

I Alliterate your name.

Define Onomatopoeia

Onomatopoeia is the

of

in word form.

Draw a picture to illustrate onomatopoeia.
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Alliterate your name.

Alliteration is when several words in a row begin with the same Mrs. Miller might melt marshmallows.

sound.

Alliteration is often used in poetry because it can help improve
the way a passage of writing sounds.

Draw a picture to illustrate onomatopoeia.

Onomatopoeia is the imitation of natural sounds in word form.

Pop!

Alliterate your name.

Alliteration is when several words in a row begin with the same Mrs. Miller might melt marshmallows.

sound.

Alliteration is often used in poetry because it can help improve
the way a passage of writing sounds.

Onomatopoeia is the imitation of natural sounds in word
form.
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Metaphor

Simile

Example

Example

Personification

Fi@umﬁve
Language

Hyperbole

Example

Example

This organizer helps you review
four important types  of
figurative language: simile,
metaphor, personification,
and hyperbole. You'll define
each one and create your
own examples to show you
understand how they work in
writing.

Step-by-Step Instructions

Fold the organizer diagonally
along the light gray lines in
each quadrant. When folded,
the four corners will meet in
the center to form a diamond
shape.

Label each triangular flap with
one type of figurative
language:

+ Simile

+ Metaphor

« Personification
» Hyperbole

Open each flap and write the
following inside the matching
quadrant:

1) a short definition in
your own words

2) one example from
a book or class
discussion, or an
original example
you create yourself

Use this organizer as a
reference when writing or
revising your narrative. Try to
include at least one type of
figurative language in your
story
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Metaphor

A metaphor is a figure of speech
comparing two unlike things that
have something in common. The
comparison is made without the
use of like or as.

Example
Time is money.

Simile
A simile is a comparison between
two unlike things that have
something in common. A simile
always uses the words like or as to
make a comparison.

Example
George is like a puppet on strings.

Personification \_

s Figuraﬁve
Language

~

J  Hyperbole

Personification is when an author
gives an ideaq, object, or animal
qualities or traits of a person.

Example
The paddle pounded the ball.

A hyperbole is an exaggeration for
emphasis or effect.

Example
Sally has a million things to do.

This organizer helps you review
four important types  of
figurative language: simile,
metaphor, personification,
and hyperbole. You'll define
each one and create your
own examples to show you
understand how they work in
writing.

Step-by-Step Instructions

Fold the organizer diagonally
along the light gray lines in
each quadrant. When folded,
the four corners will meet in
the center to form a diamond
shape.

Label each triangular flap with
one type of  figurative
longuage:

« Simile

* Metaphor

+ Personification
* Hyperbole

Open each flap and write the
following inside the matching
quadrant:

1) a short definition in
your own words

2) one example from
a book or class
discussion, or an
original example
you create yourself

Use this organizer as a
reference when writing or
revising your narrative. Try to
include at least one type of
figurative language in your
story
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1 Tip #9: Vary Sentence Beginnings

Using the same sentence
stfructure over and over makes
writing feel flat. Teach students
to experiment with different
ways to begin their
sentences—like starting with an
adverb, a prepositional phrase,
or a sound word.

» Try This

Have students highlight the first
word of each sentence in their
draft. Then, challenge them to
revise any repeated patterns
using new sentence starters.

Collect This Resource

Use the Sentence Starter
Octagon Organizer. Students
write a sentence in the center
and rewrite it using eight
different sentence beginnings.
Two versions are included,
offering 16 total strategies. Add
it to the study carrel or

notebook for quick reference
during revision.

Teacher Instructions: Using the Sentence Starter Octagon Organizers

These two organizer pages are designed to help students experiment with sentence
variety by rewriting a single sentence in multiple ways. Each page features an octagon in
the center where students write a sentence from their draft. Radiating from the octagon
are eight sentence starter prompts (e.g., “Begin with a verb ending in -ing,” “Begin with a
prepositional phrase™). Across both pages, students are infroduced to 16 different ways to
begin a sentence.

® How to Use These Organizers in Class

Start with a Mini-Lesson

Have students highlight the first word of every sentence in a short draft or paragraph. If
they notice the same word starting more than three sentences, it's a great opportunity to
revise for variety.

Introduce the Organizer

Explain that students will choose one sentence from their draft and write it in the center of
the octagon. Then, using the prompts around the edges, they'll rewrite that sentence in
eight different ways—each with a new structure.

Encourage Flexibility

While students can complete all eight variations for one sentence, they may also choose
to use the two pages to revise two different sentences. Alternatively, they can use the
organizers as a reference tool during revision rather than filling in every section.

Hands-On Revision Option
For a more tactile approach, try the “cut the sentence away” method:

1) Have students write their drafts on only the front side of the paper, so they can
cut out repetitive or weak sentences from their draft.

2) Paste the remaining draft onto a clean sheet, leaving blank spaces.

3) Use the organizer to rewrite the missing sentences with stronger, more varied
openings.

Wrap-Up

After completing the organizer, students can choose their favorite revised version to
replace the original sentence in their draft. Encourage them to reflect on how the new
sentence changes the tone, rhythm, or clarity of their writing.

These organizers are a great fit for writing centers, revision stations, or small-group
instruction. They also make a helpful addition to a study carrel or writing notebook for
ongoing reference.
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| Tip #10: Capitalization & Punctuation Matter

about
story

Punctuation isn't just
correctness—it  shapes how a
sounds and feels.

Teach students to:

« capitalize sentence beginnings and
names

+ use commas to separate ideas and
clarify meaning

« add quotation marks and end

punctuation in dialogue
»* Try This

Set up peer editing stations where
students highlight punctuation errors in
each other’s drafts. Or use a "first word
check” to spot missing capitals and
repeated sentence starters.

Collect This Resource

Create the staggered flip organizer on
comma rules. Each flap includes a rule
and space for examples. Store it in the
study carrel or notebook for easy access
during writing and revision.

Instructions for Completing the
Organizer

1)

2)
3)

4)

5)

6)

/)

Print the organizer on colored
paper.
Cut out rectangles.

Begin with the bottom page
in the stack. Turn the page on
its back and place a thin line
of glue across the top of the
page only. Glue it towards the
bottom of the organizer
notebook or lap book.

On the back of the next
page, place a thin line of glue
along the top.

Glue this page directly ontfo
the organizer page moving it
up approximately one-fourth
of an inch higher than the first

page.
Continue to add pages unfil
all are glued down.

The pages should lift up so
that students can read the
information.

After infroductory words yes and no and
interjections

To set off the name of the person to who
| you are speaking

To separate words or groups of words in a
series

To set off infroductory elements

In tag questions
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Comma Rules

After introductory words yes and no and
interjections

To set off the name of the person to who
you are speaking

To separate words or groups of words in a
series

To set off infroductory elements

In tag questions
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Comma Rules

Rule:

Use a comma after words like yes, no,
well, or oh at the beginning of a
sentence.

Example:

Yes, | finished my homework.

Oh, I didn’t see you there!

After infroductory words yes and no and
interjections

Rule:

Use a comma to separate the name of
the person being spoken to from the
rest of the sentence.

Example:

Let’s eat, Grandma.

I'm not sure, Marcus, if that’s the right
answer.

To set off the name of the person to who
you are speaking

Rule:

Use commas to separate three or more
items in a list.

Example:

We packed sandwiches, fruit, chips,
and water.

She ran, jumped, and cheered.

To separate words or groups of words in a
series

Rule:

Use a comma after an introductory
word or phrase that comes before the
main part of the sentence.

Examples:

After the long hike through the woods,
we finally saw the cabin. (prepositional
phrase)

Tired and hungry, the campers
unpacked their gear. (infroductory
phrase)

However, we forgot the marshmallows.
(transitional word)

To set off infroductory elements

Rule:

Use a comma before a tag question at
the end of a sentence.

Example:

You're coming to the party, aren’t
you?e

That was a great movie, wasn't it

In tag questions
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Highlight Proofreading

Instructions for Completing the Organizer

» Print the organizer on colored paper.
« Cut out rectangles.

+ Begin with the bottom page in the stack. Turn the page on
its back and place a thin line of glue across the top of the
page only. Glue it fowards the bottom of the organizer
notebook or lap book.

+ On the back of the next page, place a thin line of glue
along the top.

+ Glue this page directly onto the organizer page moving it
up approximately one-fourth of an inch higher than the first

page.
+ Continue to add pages until all are glued down.

+ The pages should lift up so that students can read the
information.
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Highlight the first word
of each senfence and
then check for these
possible problems.

\

Is each word

capitalized?

highlighted

Capitalization

Does each highlighted word have
a period, question mark, or
exclamation mark directly before
it?

End Marks

Do my sentences begin with
[character's name] then change
to the word "I?"

Point of View

Make a tally of the first words
used. Follow the "Three Strikes
You're Out Rule." This means if
three or more sentences begin
with the same word, you will
need to rewrite one or more of
these sentences.

Varying Sentences

Do the sentences vary in length?
Are some short and others long?
Does the story contain a whole
bunch of short choppy sentences?
Does the story have really |1-0-n-g
sentences? This is often a sign of
run-on sentences or failure to add
end marks. Check to determine if
you have connected a string of

independent clauses with
coordinating conjunctions
(FANBQYS).

Run-On Sentences
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Narrative Writing — Highlight your story using the following colors.

1. Technique Used for Story Beginning Check one.

Dialogue A Question A Vivid Description

2. Paragraphs
Did I write in paragraphs?

Did I indent those paragraphs?
3. Correct Capitalization & Punctuation Marks
Do all my sentences end with end marks?
Other Punctuation Marks including commas
Did I capitalize all my sentence beginnings?
Other Capital Lettersincluding Proper Nouns
4. Did I use non-descriptive words? — said, went, go, or put

5. Did I use wow words?
List them.

An Interesting Fact

Sound Effects

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

6. Show, Don't Tell

7. Did I use conversation?

If so, did I use the Five Rules for Writing Direct Quotations

8. Did I vary my sentence beginnings?

9. Did I use figurative language? [similes, metaphors, alliteration, onomatopoeia]

10. Plot Structure

Did my story have a beginning including a setting and characters?

Did my story build to a climax?

Did my story have a resolution (good ending)?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Mo

Mo

MNo

Mo

MNo

MNo

Mo

MNo

MNo

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No




Check out these story element resources on
Teachers Pay Teachers.

Stony Elements Stony Etements
THEME CHARACTERIZATION

Story Elements Bundle — = T e & SETTING
Point of View; Plot Development
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Visit me on

http://www.pinterest.com/lindagaymiller/

Visit myA website at

http://bookunitsteacher.com/
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Number | - Your Story Beginning

Your story needs a strong beginning.
You can achieve this using one of
the following methods:

o Dialogue (Conversation)
o A Question

o A Vivid Description

o An Interesting Fact

o Sound Effects

A Question 2ELRELE

Have you ever had a day when you wished
you had stayed in bed? As | rushed to catch the
bus on what seemed to be a perfectly normal
day, | had no idea what was ahead of me.

“ Hurry or you'll be latel® called my
mother from the bottom of the stairs. /‘(“
‘Today of all days you want to be on/
time." If | had only known what that day [t
would bring, | would have stayed in bed. {||

An Interesting Fact A Vivid Description

The sun was warm on my back as | raced toward

Shock has been known to kill ten  the waiting yellow school bus. As | nestled into the

year olds. It can cause their brains to  worn leather seat, | was greeted by the friendly

explode and their heart to stop dead Vvoices of other excited children. The look on my

still. These facts raced through my face was one of confidence and contentment. With

mind as | stood dumbfounded in front a jerk, the bus rumbled down the road, and | was on
of my fifth grade classmates. | wish |~ my way into one of the worst days of my life.

b%ié@k had stayed in bed!

Sound Effects

‘Buzzzzzz!" The sound of =
my alarm clock droned in &

my ears as | struggled to

come awake. With a start, |

sat straight up in my bed. A .
This was my big day, and |

had to be on time.
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Number 2 - Paragraphs

A

_ Be sure your story has
A A paragraphs. They tell when
[ ‘v\ youre switching time, place,
/ r \ topic or speaker, and they
(o B\ | help break the page up so it is
- not just o solid block of
Vigidigle}

How Do | Know When To Start a New Paragraph?

There are a few standard times to make a new
paragraph:

when you start in on a new topic

when you skip to a new time

when you skip to a new place

when a new person begins to speak
when you want to produce a dramatic effect

c O O O O
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Number 3 - Capitalization and

(r“’."i _ Punctuation

S

Capitalize
o Beginnings of Sentences
o Proper Nouns
Punctuate

o End Marks (Question mark, period, exclomation

marks)
o Commas when joining two sentences with a

conjunction, addressing a person, with
quotations, etc.

Gay Miller @ ook Units Teacheyr



Number U - Use Rich Words.

Remember words such as
said, went, and put are not
descriptive. Use words that
describe the action.

NOT @

<
\

T

My dad went to work. e
BUT Ty
My dad raced to work. ~ <1
1

NOT
Jane said she had a secret.

BUT

Jane whispered to Meghan a
wonderful secret.

F=3t22
&%
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Number 5 - Wow Words

Show your reader that you have a

high-quality, first-class, superior,

excellent, exceptional, outstanding,

brilliant, extroordinary, incomparable

9 S-S vocabulary by wusing St grade
“w ww & vocabularywords.

Don'tUse Use These Instead:

good acceptable, admirable, commendable, praiseworthy, virtuous, accomplished,
skilled

thing material object, article, concept, entity, apparatus, device, detail, statement, items

small diminutive, immature, minute, slight, negligible, petty, trivial, limited

happy content, joyous, jubilant, thrilled, advantageous, favorable, fortunate
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Number 6 - Show; Don’t Tell

£}

= A

C K Z

@ v\ O
.\j‘,ﬁ\"’ E-—%

M
Ol

[ o
Y

~"(g

-

NOT
Susan exercised.
S ONT

Sweat poured from
Susan'’s forehead as
she continued to do

one hundred sit-ups.

The Show, Don't Tell method
of writing is when the writer is
able to create a picture in
the reader's mind, to get
away from the repetition of
such empty words like went,
big, or said.
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Number 7 - Conversation

The Five Rules for Writing Direct Quotations

Rule 1 Rule 2 Rule 3 Rule 4 Rule 5
Add Separate Capitalize Add end Add needed
quotation source the first marks. capitalization
marks. phrase word of and
igelsy the direct punctuation.
quote. quotation.
Remember

You must make a new paragraph every time a
different person speaksl!!!

Gay Miller @ ook Units Teacheyr



Number 8 - Sentences

Vary your sentences.

e Are some of your sentences long and others
short?

e Do you start the beginnings differently?

e Do some sentences start with a part of speech
other than a noun or pronoun?

Gay Miller @ ook Units Teacheyr



Number 9 - Figurative Language

As easy as pie...

Use a little figurative language to
aodd interest to your story.
o Simile
o Metaphor
o Alliteration
o Onomatopoeia

A simile is a comparison between two unlike things
that have something in common using like or as

Examples

It's been a hard day's night and I've been working
like a dog. - The Beatles

My heart is like an open highway. - Jon Bon Jovi
like two peas in a pod

like Christmas in summer

as hungry as a bear
as nutty as a fruitcoke
as quick as lightning

Onomatopoeia is the imitation of natural sounds in
word form. These words help us form mental
pictures about the things, people, or places that
are described

Examples
buzz BVE‘?
hiss YN ES X :
o
woof

bang SIWOOSH ( T
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Number I0 - Plot Structure

e a plot, including setting and
characters

e a climax (Thisis when the plot is
solved.)

e an ending

Beginning

e In the beginning of your story, you should introduce
your characters.

e The reader should also know about the world your
characterslive in (the setting) and the something
about each of the characters in your story.

e The beginning of your story is also the place where
your plot (the problem) is first introduced.

Middle

Your story needs to build to something exciting, the
climax. Write about a simple conflict, a task that
must be completed, a question that must be
answered, or a barrier that must be overcome.

Include

o Actions

o Dialogue

o Sensory Details

o Thoughts and Feelings

o Suspense (Remember to build to a climax.)
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