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Fold the Organizer.
This organizer requires no cutting or coloring. I recommend telling students that they can color the blackline drawings at

home if they wish to, but it is not necessary.
The organizer folds like a fan. Make sure the first fold is under, so the definitions are on top and will be visible when

. flipping through the interactive notebook.

- Gluing the Organizer:
Flip the organizer over with the text box containing the definition face down. Have students place a single line of white

school glue down the back right-hand side of the organizer. Glue the organizers two to a page (four to an open
notebook).
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Get the digital version here.
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When To Start a
New Paragraph
in a Story

Rule 1
If the Topic Changes

Rule 2
When the Setting Changes

Rule 3
When a New Character
Speaks

Rule 4
To Break up Long
Narratives

Rule 5
For Effect
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Rule 1 - TOPIC CHANGE -
Just as in writing nonfiction,
begin a new paragraph when
a new takes
place. If the author describes

the and

moves on to describing the
thoughts

or to the

setting, create a

paragraph.

Rule 2 - SETTING CHANGE-
SKIPPING TO A NEW TIME

OR A NEW PLACE -
Remember  that setting
includes both

and If the
story shifts from one place
to or one
time to /
begin a paragraph.
Scenes generally take place
in one location. When the
location changes, this means
a hew is
about to take place.

Rule 3 - IN DIALOGUE

WHEN A NEW CHARACTER

SPEAKS - Each time a
character
speaks, create a new

. Note that this
is also true with thoughts.
If the narrator is
describing the
of one character and a
different character speaks,
start a paragraph.

Rule 4 - TO BREAK UP
LONG NARRATIVES - If a
character gives a long
speech, it is easier for the
reader if the dialogue is

up.
Break up long bits of
narration with
. For example,
if a flashback is taking

place, have the character
come back to the
, describe what is

taking place, and then go

back to the

Rule 5 - FOR EFFECT -
Use a paragraph break to
an
important point, for a
laugh, to drive a message,
or gain some advantage.

RPp

Practice

Write the rule number at the
beginning of each paragraph
change.

Excerpt from
The Tale of Despereaux

And then, listener, as he stood
before the king, a wonderful,
amazing thought occurred to
the mouse. What if the suit of
armor had been empty for a
reason? What if it had been
empty because it was waiting?

For him.

_ “You know me,” that was
what the knight in his dream
had said.

“Yes,” said Despereaux out
loud in wonder. “I do know
you.”

14

“I can’t hear you,
the king.

___“T'll have to do it myself,”
said the mouse. "I will be the
knight in shining armor. There
is no other way. It has to be
me.”

sang

Despereaux turned. He
left the weeping king. He went
to find the threadmaster.
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The City of Ember

The desks were arranged in four rows of six, one behind the other. In the last row sat a slender girl named Lina
Mayfleet. She was winding a strand of her long, dark hair around her finger, winding and unwinding it again and again.
Sometimes she plucked at a thread on her ragged cape or bent over to pull on her socks, which were loose and tended
to slide down around her ankles. One of her feet tapped the floor softly.

In the second row was a boy named Doon Harrow. He sat with his shoulders hunched, his eyes squeezed shut in
concentration, and his hands clasped tightly together. His hair looked rumpled, as if he hadn’t combed it for a while. He
had dark, thick eyebrows, which made him look serious at the best of times and, when he was anxious or angry, came
together to form a straight line across his forehead. His brown corduroy jacket was so old that its ridges had flattened
out.

Both the girl and the boy were making urgent wishes. Doon’s wish was very specific. He repeated it over and over
again, his lips moving slightly, as if he could make it come true by saying it a thousand times. Lina was making her
wish in pictures rather than in words. In her mind’s eye, she saw herself running through the streets of the city in a red
jacket. She made this picture as bright and real as she could.

Explain why the paragraphs change.
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The Giver

It was almost December, and Jonas was beginning to be frightened. No. Wrong word, Jonas thought. Frightened meant
that deep, sickening feeling of something terrible about to happen. Frightened was the way he had felt a year ago
when an unidentified aircraft had overflown the community twice. He had seen it both times. Squinting toward the sky,
he had seen the sleek jet, almost a blur at its high speed, go past, and a second later heard the blast of sound that
followed. Then one more time, a moment later, from the opposite direction, the same plane.

At first, he had been only fascinated. He had never seen aircraft so close, for it was against the rules for Pilots to fly
over the community. Occasionally, when supplies were delivered by cargo planes to the landing field across the river,
the children rode their bicycles to the riverbank and watched, intrigued, the unloading and then the takeoff directed to
the west, always away from the community.

But the aircraft a year ago had been different. It was not a squat, fat-bellied cargo plane but a needle-nosed single-
pilot jet. Jonas, looking around anxiously, had seen others—adults as well as children—stop what they were doing and
wait, confused, for an explanation of the frightening event.

Explain why the paragraphs change.
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Hatchet

Now Brian sat, looking out the window with the roar thundering through his ears, and tried to catalog what had led up
to his taking this flight. The thinking started. Always it started with a single word. Divorce.

It was an ugly word, he thought. A tearing, ugly word that meant fights and yelling, lawyers—God, he thought, how he
hated lawyers who sat with their comfortable smiles and tried to explain to him in legal terms how all that he lived in
was coming apart—and the breaking and shattering of all the solid things. His home, his life—all the solid things.
Divorce. A breaking word, an ugly breaking word...

When he saw Brian look at him, the pilot seemed to open up a bit and he smiled. "Ever fly in the copilot's seat before?"
He leaned over and lifted the headset off his right ear and put it on his temple, yelling to overcome the sound of the
engine...

But the pilot had put his headset back on and the gratitude was lost in the engine noise and things went back to Brian
looking out the window at the ocean of trees and lakes. The burning eyes did not come back, but memories did, came
flooding in. The words. Always the words.

Divorce.
Explain why the paragraphs change.
The Secret.
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Stone Fox

Like the time Grandfather dressed up as the scarecrow out in the garden. It took little Willy an hour to catch on. Boy,
did they laugh. Grandfather laughed so hard he cried. And when he cried his beard filled up with tears.

Grandfather always got up real early in the morning. So early that it was still dark outside. He would make a fire.
Then he would make breakfast and call little Willy. “"Hurry up or you’ll be eating with the chickens,” he would say. Then
he would throw his head back and laugh.

Once little Willy went back to sleep. When he woke up, he found his plate out in the chicken coop. It was picked clean.
He never slept late again after that.

Explain why the paragraphs change.
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Wonder
“What are you talking about?” I said.
Mom looked surprised, like she hadn’t meant for me to hear that.

“You should tell him what you’ve been thinking, Isabel,” Dad said. He was on the other side of the
living room talking to Christopher’s dad.

“We should talk about this later,” said Mom.

"No, I want to know what you were talking about,” I answered.
“Don’t you think you're ready for school, Auggie?” Mom said.
"No,” I said.

"I don't, either,” said Dad.

Explain why the paragraphs change.
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Bridge to Terabithia

Even in the rain he could make out the landmarks, looking surprisingly the way the books had pictured
them—the Lee Mansion high on the hill, the bridge, and twice around the circle, so he could get a good look
at Abraham Lincoln looking out across the city, the White House and the Monument and at the other end
the Capitol. Leslie had seen all these places a million times. She had even gone to school with a girl whose
father was a congressman. He thought he might tell Miss Edmunds later that Leslie was a personal friend of
a real congressman. Miss Edmunds had always liked Leslie.

Entering the gallery was like stepping inside the pine grove—the huge vaulted marble, the cool splash of the
fountain, and the green growing all around. Two little children had pulled away from their mothers and were
running about, screaming to each other. It was all Jess could do-not to grab them and tell them how to
behave in so obviously a sacred place.

Explain why the paragraphs change.
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Holes

The reader is probably asking: Why would anyone go to Camp Green Lake?

Most campers weren’t given a choice. Camp Green Lake is a camp for bad boys.

If you take a bad boy and make him dig a hole every day in the hot sun, it will turn him into a good boy.
That was what some people thought.

Stanley Yelnats was given a choice. The judge said, “You may go to jail, or you may go to Camp Green
Lake.”

Stanley was from a poor family. He had never been to camp before.

Explain why the paragraphs change.
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The Paragraph Hall of Shame

“Hey,” Jake said “l found a weird thing in
the backyard,” he shouted. His sister didn’t
look up from her phone. "What kind of
thinge” she mumbled. Jake waved his arms.
“Like...glowing green slime in a jar with
tentacles!” “That sounds fake.” “It's not
fake!” "“Prove it.” "l already touched it.”
“You WHAT?” Mom walked in. "What's all
the yelling aboute” she asked while stirring a
bowl of mac and cheese. “Jake touched
alien goo,” said his sister. “*Ugh,” said Mom.

What's wrong?

#1

| was standing on the stage ready to do my
solo then suddenly it was last Tuesday and |
was in music class then | was in kindergarten
remembering the first time | held a recorder
then | blinked and | was back on stage but |
forgot the lyrics.

What's wrong?

#3

| woke up and | was late and then | ran to
the bus stop but | had no shoes and then |
tripped over my neighbor's garden gnome
and my backpack flew into the road and a
squirrel fried to eat my granola bar and |
screamed and the bus driver saw the whole
thing and laughed and now | think I'm never
going back to school again.

What's wrong?

#2

Max didn’t want to tell his mom he broke the
window because she’'d be mad and then
he'd get grounded and miss the soccer
game but also maybe she’'d be impressed
that he kicked the ball that hard but then
again she probably wouldn’t think it was
cool especially since it hit her ftulips but
maybe she wouldn't notice but he also kind
of wanted to confess and be honest
because honesty is good unless it gets you
grounded.

What's wrong?

#4
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The Paragraph Hall of Shame

“I just think it's weird,” Zoe said. “I mean,
who puts ketchup on spaghettie It's
unnatural. Like, there's tomato sauce right
there, just use it. And it's not just the
spaghetti, either. Remember when Kyle put
mustard on pancakes? That guy needs help.
| swear, if he shows up with ranch on his
cereal, I'm calling the food police.”

What's wrong?

| couldn’t believe it. My science project
exploded. | was proud. | was horrified. | was
thrilled. | was covered in glitter. Everyone
clapped. Then they screamed. Then the fire
alarm went off. And then Principal Gomez

said | might win a ribbon. | think I'm
traumatized. But also famouse
What's wrong?

#7

First | was in the school cafeteria, and
everyone was yelling about the pizza being
square. Then | blinked, and suddenly | was in
gym class running laps. After that, | was at
home eating cereal and wondering if
maybe | had dreamed the whole day. Then
| was back in the cafeteria, and the square
pizza was still there, staring info my soul.

What's wrong?

“It's haunted,” Mia whispered. “No it's not,”
said Eli. I saw it,” whispered Jake. “A
floating lunch ftray!” “That was me,” said
Olivia. “l was hungry.” “*You hovered?” “No, |
used the drone from robotics class.” “Wait,
the ghost is a drone?¢” “Sort of.”

What's wrong?

#8
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Answer Key

When To Start a
New Paragraph
in a Story

Rule 1
If the Topic Changes

Rule 2
When the Setting Changes

Rule 3
When a New Character
Speaks

Rule 4
To Break up Long
Narratives

Rule 5
For Effect
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Rule 1 - TOPIC CHANGE -
Just as in writing nonfiction,
begin a new paragraph when
a new topic takes place. If the
author describes the setting
and moves on to describing
the character’s thoughts or
reactions to the setting,
create a new paragraph.

Rule 2 - SETTING CHANGE-
SKIPPING TO A NEW TIME

OR A NEW PLACE -
Remember that setting
includes both time and

place. If the story shifts from
one place to another or one
time to another, begin a new
paragraph. Scenes generally
take place in one location.
When the location changes,
this means a new scene is
about to take place.

Rule 3 - IN DIALOGUE
WHEN A NEW CHARACTER
SPEAKS - Each time a
different character speaks,
create a new paragraph.
Note that this is also true
with  thoughts. If the
narrator is describing the
thoughts of one character
and a different character
speaks, start a new
paragraph.

Rule 4 - TO BREAK UP
LONG NARRATIVES - If a
character gives a long
speech, it is easier for the
reader if the dialogue is
broken up.

Break up long bits of
narration with action. For
example, if a flashback is
taking place, have the
character come back to the
present, describe what is
taking place, and then go
back to the flashback.

Rule 5 - FOR EFFECT -
Use a paragraph break to
emphasize an important
point, for a laugh, to drive
a message, or gain some
advantage.

RPp

Practice

Write the rule number at the
beginning of each paragraph
change.

Excerpt from
The Tale of Despereaux

And then, listener, as he stood
before the king, a wonderful,
amazing thought occurred to
the mouse. What if the suit of
armor had been empty for a
reason? What if it had been
empty because it was waiting?

5 For him.

3 “You know me,” that was
what the knight in his dream
had said.

3 “Yes,” said Despereaux
out loud in wonder. “I do
know you.”

3 "I can’t hear you,” sang
the king.

_3 “I'll have to do it myself,”
said the mouse. "I will be the
knight in shining armor. There
is no other way. It has to be
me.”

2 Despereaux turned. He
left the weeping king. He went
to find the threadmaster.
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Answer Key

The City of Ember

Paragraph 1 - Paragraph 1 describes Lina, one of the main characters.
Paragraph 2 — Rule #1 - Paragraph 2 describes Doon, another main character.
Paragraph 3 - Rule #1 - Paragraph 3 compares the wishes of Lina and Doon.

The Giver

Paragraph 1 - This paragraph begins the story. It describes an event that frightened Jonas

Paragraph 2 - Rule #2 — A new paragraph is made to explain what is normal. A shift takes place from the past to present
Paragraph 3 - Rule #2 - A new paragraph is created to go back to describing the event. Another time shift takes place
going back to the past.

Hatchet

Paragraph 1 — The narrator tells what Brian is thinking about. This leads to a single word paragraph. Divorce.

Paragraph 2 — Rules #2- This paragraph explains the divorce. Note: Paragraph 2 is a flashback to events that took place in
the past.

Paragraph 3 - Rule #2 - The story goes back to the present.

Paragraph 4 - Rule #2 - This paragraph introduces the story is going to shift back to events that took place sooner.
Paragraph 5 - Rule #5 - This one word paragraph was created fro effect.

Stone Fox

Paragraph 1 - Paragraph 1 tells about a time when Willy and Grandfather had fun.
Paragraph 2 — Rule #1 - This new paragraph clearly changes to another example.
Paragraph 3 - Rule #5 - The punch line of the joke is in a paragraph by itself for emphasis.

Wonder
Rule #3 - This is a conversation. Paragraphs change between speakers.

Bridge to Terabithia
Paragraph 1 — Jessie rides around D.C. with Miss Edmunds.
Paragraph 2 — Rules #2 - Jessie gets out of the car and goes into the museum.

Holes

This short chapter from Holes is an example of Rule #4. The longer narrative is broken down into short paragraphs.
Paragraph 4 - Rule #5 - Making this sentence fragment a paragraph is used for emphasis

Paragraph 5 — Rule #1 - A shift in topic from Camp Green Lake in general to why Stanley is going to Camp Green Lake.
Paragraph 6 - Rule #1 - The topic shifts again to explain why Stanley selected Camp Green Lake.
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The Paragraph Hall of Shame Answer Key
Instructions for Students:

These paragraphs are a hot mess! Fix them by adding proper paragraph breaks, correcting dialogue formatting, and making the
narration easier to follow. Use the 5 paragraphing rules as your guide.

® Hall of Shame #1: Dialogue Disaster

“Hey,” Jake said "l found a weird thing in the backyard,” he shouted. His sister didn’t look up from her phone. “What kind of thing2”
she mumbled. Jake waved his arms. “Like...glowing green slime in a jar with tentacles!” “That sounds fake.” “It's not fake!” “Prove
it.” “I already touched it.” “You WHAT2"” Mom walked in. “What's all the yelling about2” she asked while stirring a bowl of mac and
cheese. “Jake touched alien goo,” said his sister. “Ugh,” said Mom.

What's wrong?
eevery character is speaking in the same paragraph
*no paragraph breaks for speaker changes
*hard to follow who's talking

& Hall of Shame #2: Run-On Rampage

| woke up and | was late and then | ran to the bus stop but | had no shoes and then | fripped over my neighbor’s garden gnome
and my backpack flew into the road and a squirrel tried to eat my granola bar and | screamed and the bus driver saw the whole
thing and laughed and now | think I'm never going back to school again.

What's wrong?
°one gigantic sentence = one gigantic paragraph
eneeds breaks for pacing, clarity, and dramatic effect
e could be hilarious with the right structure!l

1 Hall of Shame #3: Time Travel Trouble

| was standing on the stage ready to do my solo then suddenly it was last Tuesday and | was in music class then | was in
kindergarten remembering the first fime | held a recorder then | blinked and | was back on stage but | forgot the lyrics.

What's wrong?
*wild time shifts with no paragraph cues
eneeds breaks for clarity

*students can separate each time change into a paragraph
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The Paragraph Hall of Shame Answer Key
1 Hall of Shame #4: Thought Soup

Max didn't want to tell his mom he broke the window because she'd be mad and then he'd get grounded and miss the soccer
game but also maybe she'd be impressed that he kicked the ball that hard but then again she probably wouldn't think it was cool
especially since it hit her tulips but maybe she wouldn't notice but he also kind of wanted to confess and be honest because
honesty is good unless it gets you grounded.

What's wrong?

*endless inner monologue in one paragraph

*no shift back to action or narration

*Students can add breaks for each thought twist.
@ Hall of Shame #5: Monologue Mayhem

“I'just think it's weird,” Zoe said. “l mean, who puts ketchup on spaghetti? It's unnatural. Like, there's tomato sauce right there, just
use it. And it's not just the spaghetti, either. Remember when Kyle put mustard on pancakes? That guy needs help. | swear, if he
shows up with ranch on his cereal, I'm calling the food police.”

What's wrong?
*one long speech, no break or pacing
*needs paragraph breaks to emphasize key moments or insert action/reaction
e could add humor or character reactions fo enhance readability

Il Hall of Shame #6: Setting Slip-Up

First | was in the school cafeteria, and everyone was yelling about the pizza being square. Then | blinked, and suddenly | was in
gym class running laps. After that, | was at home eating cereal and wondering if maybe | had dreamed the whole day. Then | was
back in the cafeteria, and the square pizza was still there, staring info my soul.

What's wrong?
+ sefting shifts multiple times with no paragraph cues
* hard to follow transitions

+ each location shift deserves its own paragraph
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The Paragraph Hall of Shame Answer Key
@ Hall of Shame #7: Emotion Explosion

| couldn’t believe it. My science project exploded. | was proud. | was horrified. | was thrilled. | was covered in glitter. Everyone
clapped. Then they screamed. Then the fire alarm went off. And then Principal Gomez said | might win a ribbon. | think I'm
traumatized. But also famouse

What's wrong?
+ too many emotions in one chunk
« Paragraph breaks could show shifts in feeling and events.
» could be funnier and more dramatic with pacing and breaks

@) Hall of Shame #8: Who Said That?

“It's haunted,” Mia whispered. “No it's not,” said Eli. “I saw it,” whispered Jake. “A floating lunch tray!” “That was me,” said
Olivia. *I was hungry.” *You hovered?2” “No, | used the drone from robotics class.” “Wait, the ghost is a drone?” “Sort of.”

What's wrong?
+ multiple characters speaking in one paragraph
* no breaks for speaker changes
» Readers can't keep frack of who's saying what.
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Check out these story element resources on
Teachers Pay Teachers.
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Theme-Activities-with-Video-Lessons-Organizers-Worksheets-Story-Elements-1240034
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Character-Traits-Setting-Activities-with-Video-Lessons-Organizers-Worksheets-1240071
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Plot-Development-Activities-with-Video-Lessons-Organizers-Worksheets-1260452
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Point-of-View-Activities-with-Video-Lessons-Organizers-Worksheets-Anchor-Charts-1259058
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Story-Elements-Point-of-View-Characters-Settings-Plot-Development-Theme-1363401
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Dsart
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Monster-Wrangler-Mike
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Graphics-From-The-Pond
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Scrappin-Doodles
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