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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1H5Q8ZpHwBKckA4aXbZahfjn773n8iYguLHZyF9TSyns/copy


Teacher Instructions 

 
Activity #1 – Figurative Phrases and Sound Devices Definitions 
On the included handout, students complete missing words in definitions for three types of figurative language 
and three types of sound devices.  

 
Activity #2 – Identifying Figurative Phrases and Sound Devices 
 
In the “Owl Moon Figurative Language and Sound Devices” activity, students categorize phrases. They then 
highlight words using specific colors to show their understanding. If you would like to change these directions, I 

recommend using the Google Slide version. All text is editable on Google Slides. 
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Owl Moon 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IXQefRzVkIM 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fqmyxcsgBOk 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OoCxKP7oCgw 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e50eQ9qkFL8 

 

PDFs and Online Books 

https://mccannsclass.weebly.com/uploads/2/1/2/7/21279338/owl_moon_-

_mentor_text_to_model_painting_a_picture_in_readers_mind.pdf 

http://benavidez5thgrade.weebly.com/uploads/8/6/7/3/86734958/owl_moon.pdf 

https://fliphtml5.com/okae/eafm/basic 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IXQefRzVkIM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fqmyxcsgBOk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OoCxKP7oCgw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e50eQ9qkFL8
https://mccannsclass.weebly.com/uploads/2/1/2/7/21279338/owl_moon_-_mentor_text_to_model_painting_a_picture_in_readers_mind.pdf
https://mccannsclass.weebly.com/uploads/2/1/2/7/21279338/owl_moon_-_mentor_text_to_model_painting_a_picture_in_readers_mind.pdf
https://mccannsclass.weebly.com/uploads/2/1/2/7/21279338/owl_moon_-_mentor_text_to_model_painting_a_picture_in_readers_mind.pdf
http://benavidez5thgrade.weebly.com/uploads/8/6/7/3/86734958/owl_moon.pdf
https://fliphtml5.com/okae/eafm/basic
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Ten Ways to Hear Snow 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e2Vovt_BFcI 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9vADtF0QEkw 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VYRJv4JuEAo 

 

 

Activity #3 – Figurative Language 

 
Activity #3 continues to practice identifying types of phrases. Students must also explain how adding 
figurative language and sound devices enhance the text. 

Activity #4 – Setting 

 
Similar to Activity #1, students complete a cloze exercise to learn what a setting of a story includes. Be sure 
to point out the message printed in the top corner.  
 
Experienced writers usually mix setting details with the plot in the story using “show, don’t tell.”   
 

In the next activity, students will write a descriptive paragraph that includes setting details.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e2Vovt_BFcI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9vADtF0QEkw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VYRJv4JuEAo
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"Stranger in the Woods: A Photographic Fantasy” by Carl R. Sams II and Jean Stoick 

Read Aloud 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_LaO0-7IHeA 

https://www.schooltube.com/media/stranger-in-the-woods--read-aloud/1_d0vtf492 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ygRkJ8qEocg 

"Stranger in the Woods: The Movie" A children's movie 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Ulm0LMCrEA 

Activity #5 – Vivid Imagery 

 
Activity #5 students are going to use the setting from the book Stranger in the Woods to write a descriptive 
paragraph. 
 
Make sure students understand that a setting is not… 
 
This story takes place in the winter woods. 
 

Instead, the winter woods are described in a “show, don’t tell” manner. Go through the sample activity to 
illustrate how this can be easily done when using a chart such as the one provided in this practice 
exercise. 
 
Depending on the level of your students, you might wish to go through a second sample in which students 
work together either as a whole class or in small groups to come up with the answers on the chart and 
then turn the answers into a paragraph. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_LaO0-7IHeA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_LaO0-7IHeA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_LaO0-7IHeA
https://www.schooltube.com/media/stranger-in-the-woods--read-aloud/1_d0vtf492
https://www.schooltube.com/media/stranger-in-the-woods--read-aloud/1_d0vtf492
https://www.schooltube.com/media/stranger-in-the-woods--read-aloud/1_d0vtf492
https://www.schooltube.com/media/stranger-in-the-woods--read-aloud/1_d0vtf492
https://www.schooltube.com/media/stranger-in-the-woods--read-aloud/1_d0vtf492
https://www.schooltube.com/media/stranger-in-the-woods--read-aloud/1_d0vtf492
https://www.schooltube.com/media/stranger-in-the-woods--read-aloud/1_d0vtf492
https://www.schooltube.com/media/stranger-in-the-woods--read-aloud/1_d0vtf492
https://www.schooltube.com/media/stranger-in-the-woods--read-aloud/1_d0vtf492
https://www.schooltube.com/media/stranger-in-the-woods--read-aloud/1_d0vtf492
https://www.schooltube.com/media/stranger-in-the-woods--read-aloud/1_d0vtf492
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ygRkJ8qEocg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Ulm0LMCrEA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Ulm0LMCrEA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Ulm0LMCrEA
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Figurative Language Sound Devices 

A simile is a comparison between two 

________________ things that have something in 

________________ . A simile always ________________  

the words ________________  or ________________  to 

make a comparison. 

 

Alliteration is when several words in a row begin with 

the ________________  ________________ . [You may 

have ________________  words in between the 

alliterated words that don’t start with the same 

________________  as long as they don’t 

________________  the sound pattern.] 

A metaphor is a figure of speech comparing two 

________________  things that have something in 

________________ . The comparison is made 

________________  the use of ________________  or 

________________ . 

 

Onomatopoeia is the ________________  of 

________________ sounds in word form. These words 

help us form mental ________________ about the 

________________ , ________________ , or 

________________  that are described.  

 

Personification is when an author gives an 

________________ , ________________ , or 

________________  qualities or traits of a 

________________ .  

 

Repetition refers to the use of the ________________  

word or phrase used  ________________  

________________  in a speech or written work. 

Figurative Language and Sound Devices 
 

Fill in the blanks to complete the definitions. 
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Owl Moon Recognizing Figurative Language and Sound Devices  

Figurative Phrases Sound Devices 

simile personification metaphor onomatopoeia repetition alliteration 

The trees stood still as giant statues.  

… a train whistle blew, long and low, like a sad, 

sad song.  

A farm dog answered the train… 

… it was as quiet as a dream.  

Our feet crunched over the crisp snow and little 

gray footprints followed us.  

…my short, round shadow bumped after me.  

I had been waiting to go owling you have with Pa 

for a long, long time. 

I stopped right where I was and waited. 

On the chart, place a checkmark in the correct columns to show the types of figurative phrases and/or sound devices in each 

passage from Owl Moon. Some phrases contain more than one. Highlight the passages based on this key: 

 

Key 

 
words like or as in 

similes 

purple 

objects that are 

personified  

pink 

objects that are 

compared in 

metaphors  

green 

alliterated words  

yellow 

repeated words 

blue 
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Figurative Phrases Sound Devices 

simile personification metaphor onomatopoeia repetition alliteration 

He look up…as if reading a map up there.  

The moon made his face into a silver mask.  

Whoo-whoo-who-who-who-whoooooooo 

Pa shrugged and I shrugged.  

I could feel the cold as if someone’s icy hand was 

palm-down on my back.  

The shadows…stained the white snow.  

…the snow below it was whiter than the mild in a 

cereal bowl.  

Then the owl…lifted of the branch like a shadow 

without a sound. 

I was a shadow as we walked home.  
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Owl Moon Recognizing Figurative Language and Sound Devices  



Ten Ways to Hear Snow 

In the first column, write the type of figurative language or sound device for each passage. Use simile, 

metaphor, personification, repetition, alliteration, or onomatopoeia. Some passage will have more than one 
answer. 

honked, chugged 

No garbage trucks gulped trash across the street. 

The snow was as bright white as a light bulb. 

Scraape, scrip, scraape, scrip. 

Swish-wish, swish, wish. 

They were like little grape leaf cocoons…or lots of 
little sleeping bags… 

Mine looks like a mustache. 

How did the figurative language and sound devices enhance the story? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Setting 
The time is _________________ 
the story happens. It may be in 
the past, present, or 

__________________. The time 
may also be designated with 
an event such as during the 
Great War. 

The setting includes the 
_________________ in which 
the story occurs. This includes 
both __________________  
locations and specific 
_______________. 

The setting is often described 
through vivid imagery 
including: 
• sight 
• ___________________ 
• ___________________ 
• ___________________ 

• ___________________ 
 

The setting may be revealed 
in several ways: 
•by _________________ 
between characters 
•with __________________ 
passages 
•through ________________ 

•by how the characters 
_______________ or act 

Descriptions of the setting are often enhanced with the use of 

figurative language and sound devices including: 
• ___________________ 
• ___________________ 
• ___________________ 
• ___________________ 
• ___________________ 
• ___________________ 

 
 

Setting 
 

Experienced writers usually mix 

setting details with the plot in the 

story using “show, don’t tell.” 
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Descriptive Setting Sample 
Complete the chart. Be mindful of your choices because these phrases will go into your paragraph. 

Instructions Write your answers here. 

Select one animal from the story. You will tell your story 

through the perspective of this animal. Choose 

between…bird [blue jay, owl, morning dove, cardinal, or 

chickadee], deer [fawn, doe, or buck], muskrat, squirrel, 

porcupine, rabbit, or mouse. 

To keep from limiting your choices of animals, a wolf will be 

used as the sample since wolves were not part of the story. 

 

wolf 

Write in words a sound this animal makes when it 

communicates with the other animals. 

howl – Oooooooooooooooooooooowhooo!  

Write a sound this animal makes as it moves through the 

forest. 

tail swishing  

crunch of snow under foot 

Write two phrases each that describe what the animal sees, 

hears, smells, and feels as it goes through the woods. Include 

a few figurative phrases or sound devices. 

see – glistening sparkle of light on the snow - sagging 

branches leaden with snow  

hear – snapping of limbs - whistling wind - calm and quiet as 

if nature has gone to sleep 

smell – sharp, sweet smell of the spruce tree - clean, fresh air 

feel – bitter wind, scratching and scraping twigs against my 

side 

Write a simile that describes how this animal feels when it 

sees the snowman. 

stopped in my tracks as if a switch had been turned off 

Write a personification describing eating the part of the 

snowman your animal would eat. 

Acorns and berries danced before my eyes. 

Write a portion of a story describing your animal’s walk through the wintry landscape to the snowman. Remember, this is just a 

portion of the story. You do not need a beginning, middle or end. Use as many phrases from your chart as possible. You may 

need to rephrase some of the words on your  chart to make them work better in your description. 

 

I ooooooooooooooooooooowhooo to let the other wolves know that something was wrong. Cautiously, I moved through the 

calm and quiet woods that seemed as if it had gone to sleep. Treading lightly on the path glistening with snow so not to snap 

any limbs or crunch snow underfoot, I traveled toward the enemy. Scratching and scraping twigs grazed by sides as I walked 

by branches sagging under the heavy weight of snow. The smell of the sharp, sweet spruce trees on the bitter wind tickled my 

nose. Slowly, slowly I crept toward the danger. Then, I stopped in my tracks as if a switch had been turned off. Before me stood 

a man made out of food. Acorns and berries danced before my eyes.   
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Descriptive Setting  
Complete the chart. Be mindful of your choices because these phrases will go into your paragraph. 

Instructions Write your answers here. 

Select one animal from the story. You will tell your story 

through the perspective of this animal. Choose 

between…bird [blue jay, owl, morning dove, cardinal, or 

chickadee], deer [fawn, doe, or buck], muskrat, squirrel, 

porcupine, rabbit, or mouse. 

Write in words a sound this animal makes when it 

communicates with the other animals. 

Write a sound this animal makes as it moves through the 

forest. 

Write two phrases each that describe what the animal sees, 

hears, smells, and feels as it goes through the woods. Include 

a few figurative phrases or sound devices. 

Write a simile that describes how this animal feels when it 

sees the snowman. 

Write a personification describing eating the part of the 

snowman your animal would eat. 
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Descriptive Writing 

Write a portion of a story describing your animal’s walk through the wintry landscape to the snowman. Remember, this is just a 

portion of the story. You do not need a beginning, middle or end. Use as many phrases from your chart as possible. You may 

need to rephrase some of the words on your  chart to make them work better in your description. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________=_______________________________________ 
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Figurative Language Sound Devices 

A simile is a comparison between two unlike things 

that have something in common. A simile always 

uses the words like or as to make a comparison. 

 

Alliteration is when several words in a row begin with 

the same sound. [You may have some words in 

between the alliterated words that don’t start with 

the same sound as long as they don’t interrupt the 

sound pattern.] 

A metaphor is a figure of speech comparing two 

unlike things that have something in common. The 

comparison is made without the use of like or as. 

 

Onomatopoeia is the imitation of natural sounds in 

word form. These words help us form mental 

pictures about the people, places, or things that 

are described.  

 

Personification is when an author gives an idea, 

object, or animals qualities or traits of a person.  

 

Repetition refers to the use of the same word or 

phrase used  multiple times  in a speech or written 

work. 

Figurative Language and Sound Devices Answer Key 
 

Fill in the blanks to complete the definitions. 
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Figurative Phrases Sound Devices 

simile personification metaphor onomatopoeia repetition alliteration 

 The trees stood still as giant statues.  

   
… a train whistle blew, long and low, like a sad, 

sad song. Note: sad, sad song is also an alteration. 

 A farm dog answered the train… 

 … it was as quiet as a dream.  

   
Our feet crunched over the crisp snow and little 

gray footprints followed us. Note: Crunch is also 

onomatopoeia. 

 …my short, round shadow bumped after me.  

 
I had been waiting to go owling you have with Pa 

for a long, long time. 

 I stopped right where I was and waited. 

On the chart, place a checkmark in the correct columns to show the types of figurative phrases and/or sound devices in each 

passage from Owl Moon. Some phrases contain more than one. Highlight the passages based on this key: 

 

Key 

 
words like or as in 

similes 

purple 

objects that are 

personified  

pink 

objects that are 

compared in 

metaphors  

green 

alliterated words  

yellow 

repeated words 

blue 
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Figurative Phrases Sound Devices 

simile personification metaphor onomatopoeia repetition alliteration 

 He look up…as if reading a map up there.  

 The moon made his face into a silver mask.  

 Whoo-whoo-who-who-who-whoooooooo 

 Pa shrugged and I shrugged.  

 
I could feel the cold as if someone’s icy hand was 

palm-down on my back.  

 The shadows…stained the white snow.  

 
…the snow below it was whiter than the mild in a 

cereal bowl.  

 
Then the owl…lifted of the branch like a shadow 

without a sound. 

 I was a shadow as we walked home.  
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Ten Ways to Hear Snow Answer Key 

In the first column, write the type of figurative language or sound device for each passage. Use simile, 
metaphor, personification, repetition, alliteration, or onomatopoeia. Some passage will have more than one 
answer. 

onomatopoeia honked, chugged 

personification No garbage trucks gulped trash across the street. 

simile The snow was as bright white as a light bulb. 

repetition, alliteration, onomatopoeia Scraape, scrip, scraape, scrip. 

repetition, onomatopoeia (also rhyme) Swish-wish, swish, wish. 

metaphor 
They were like little grape leaf cocoons…or lots of 
little sleeping bags… 

simile Mine looks like a mustache. 

How did the figurative language and sound devices enhance the story? 
 
Figurative language and sound devices help the reader better understand 
the author’s message. Sound devices add musical sounds and rhythm to the 
writing. Adding figurative phrases and sound devices enhances emotions of 

passages. They elevates ordinary, everyday language into poetry. 
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Setting 

The time is when the story 
happens. It may be in the 

past, present, or future. The 
time may also be designated 
with an event such as during 
the Great War. 

The setting includes the place 
in which the story occurs. This 
includes both geographic 
locations and specific sites. 

The setting is often described 
through vivid imagery 
including: 
• sight 

• sound 
• touch 

• taste 
• smell 

The setting may be revealed 
in several ways: 
•by dialogue between 
characters 
•with descriptive passages 
•through action 
•by how the characters 

speak or act 

Descriptions of the setting are often enhanced with the use of 

figurative language and sound devices including: 

• similes 
• metaphors 
• personification 
• onomatopoeia 
• alliteration 
• repetition 

 
 

Setting Answer Key 
 

Experienced writers usually mix 

setting details with the plot in the 

story using “show, don’t tell.” 
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