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UPDATE 
 

The Girl and the Cloud idea began with an advertisement (television commercial) titled 

The Perfect Surprise that aired during 2014/2015 year. The advertisement was so popular 

that the next year a picture book was created and sold as a fundraiser to help children in 

need at Christmas. Early on, when the fundraising campaign was active, videos of the 

book being read could be found on YouTube. 

 

The year after the picture book was made, the book was turned into an animated short 

film which is still available on YouTube and Vimeo. The reading of the book is no longer 

available; however, I was able to find the original commercial that sparked the idea. You 

can use the organizer to compare the commercial to the animated short and instigate 

discussions about how popular advertisements could be turned into ideas for books. 

 

 

The Perfect Surprise 2014/2015 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wcus_s-9agw 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FE5Hsl68zOg 

 

I removed the words “The Girl in the Cloud Online Book” from the organizer, so you can 

still use it as a compare and contrast activity either with “The Perfect Surprise” or another 

similar video. I left the original answer key in this handout for those who are lucky enough 

to have gotten the book when it was available.  
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The Girl and the Cloud 
 

The Girl in the 
Cloud Animated 

Short Film 

Alike 

Differences Differences 
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CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.7 Make connections between the text of a story or drama and a visual or oral presentation of the text, identifying where each 
version reflects specific descriptions and directions in the text. 

The Girl and the Cloud Answer Key 
 

The Girl in the 
Cloud Animated 

Short Film 

The Girl in the 
Cloud Book 

Alike 

Differences Differences 

The book tells the story in 
more detail. 

The animated short is 
an abridged version 
of the story. 

The librarian at school 
helped Anna research. 

Anna researched 
clouds on her own. 

Overall the 
story is the 
same. The 
characters 
look similar. 

Many of the 
pictures are 
identical. 
For 
example, 
Mom with 
the box of 
Christmas 
ornaments. 

The book contains 
onomatopoeia. For 
example, the school bus 
beeps. Dad slurps his 
coffee. The car engine 
cranks.  

Both are 
narrated by 
men. 

The sea voyage was 
calm and sunny. 

The sea voyage was 
dark and stormy. 

The audience has to make 
inferences. For example, 
the Northern Lights fill the 
sky, but the narrator does 
not mention this.  

In the book, the narration 
tells the reader about the 
Northern Lights. 

The animation contains 
music to enhance the 
mood.  
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the individual products. 
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Get all reading 
and writing short 
resources in this 
one Mega Bundle. 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Teaching-Reading-and-Writing-Skills-with-Animated-Shorts-Pt-1-DigitalPrintable-3353376
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Teaching-Reading-and-Writing-Skills-with-Animated-Shorts-Pt-2-DigitalPrintable-3574635
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Teaching-Reading-and-Writing-Skills-with-Animated-Shorts-Digital-Bundled-4042574
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Teaching-Reading-and-Writing-Skills-with-Animated-Shorts-Digital-Christmas-4213756
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Teaching-Narrative-Writing-Skills-with-Animated-Short-Films-Digital-Printable-5042491
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Teaching-Writing-Skills-with-Animated-Short-Films-Digital-Printable-Growing-5042619
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Teaching-Opinion-Writing-Skills-with-Animated-Shorts-Digital-Printable-5105897


Coming out during the 2021-2022 School Year 
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Teaching with Animated Shorts Minis 

Future 
products 
are not 
linked. 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Teaching-Capitalization-and-Punctuation-with-Animated-Shorts-7445038
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Using-Animated-Shorts-to-Teach-Idioms-Digital-Print-6408314
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Teaching-Antonyms-Synonyms-and-Thesaurus-with-Animated-Shorts-Digital-Print-6297920


New for the 2021-2022 School Year 
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Teaching-Spelling-Skills-with-Animated-Shorts-Unit-1-Plurals-7265972
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Teaching-Spelling-Skills-with-Animated-Shorts-Unit-2-Long-and-Short-Vowels-7288036
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Teaching-Spelling-Skills-with-Animated-Shorts-Unit-4-Syllable-Patterns-7378069
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Teaching-Spelling-Skills-with-Animated-Shorts-Unit-3-Special-Vowels-7333354
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Teaching-Spelling-Skills-with-Animated-Shorts-Unit-5-R-Controlled-Vowels-7419964
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Teaching-Spelling-Skills-with-Animated-Shorts-Growing-Bundle-7242907
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Dsart
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Monster-Wrangler-Mike
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Graphics-From-The-Pond
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Scrappin-Doodles
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Doodle-Dad-Designs
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Teachers-Resource-Force
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Clip-Guy-Graphics


Visit my website at  

http://bookunitsteacher.com/ 

  

Visit me on  

http://www.pinterest.com/lindagaymiller/ 

11 Gay Miller @ Book Units Teacher 

http://bookunitsteacher.com/
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Gay-Miller
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Gay-Miller
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Gay-Miller
http://www.pinterest.com/lindagaymiller/

