Wishtree

Digital + Printable Book Unit

Page | 0 Unit Created by Gay Miller

Created by Gay Miller

Thank you for downloading this preview of

Wishtree Book Unit. This is a phenomenal book
that I’m sure your students will love! Other
products in this series may be found at
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Gay-Miller

This packet contains graphic organizers for
an interactive notebook covering vocabulary,
comprehension

questions,

constructed

response writing, and skill practice. I hope
your students enjoy a book study using the
engaging

method

of

using

interactive

notebooks.
For teachers who wish paperless activities,
this unit contains a username and password
for interactive quizzes as well as Google
Digital resources. Look at next pages for
links and password information.

Wishtree
By Katherine Applegate
Genre ~ fiction
Interest Level
Age Range: 9-12 / Grades 4-7
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BOOM Learning
With your Teachers Pay Teachers purchase, users new to Boom Learning get a
three-month free trial of student progress reporting for up to 150 students. Your
trial includes the ability to make up to 5 free DIY decks. You may upgrade or cancel
at any time. Boom Cards play on modern browsers (released in the last three years)
on interactive whiteboards, computers and tablets. Boom Cards apps are also
available. Not sure if your browser is modern enough? Try a free Boom Cards deck
first. When you redeem your purchase, Boom Learning opens an account for you if
you do not already have one. If you do not subscribe at the end of your trial, you
will be able to continue using Boom Cards with the Fast Play feature. Fast Play does
not track individual progress. If you do not subscribe we will delete your student
records 3 months after the expiration of the trial to protect student privacy.

Click each here to see a preview.
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Terms of Use
•
•
•
•
•

All rights reserved by Gay Miller.
This purchase includes a limited license for single classroom use only. You
may utilize it for each student you serve.
You may not upload this product to the Internet or store it in any public
retrieval service of any kind outside of using it with your own students.
No part of the product may be altered for resell or distribution.
If
you
have
any
questions
feel
free
to
contact
me
at
teachwithgaymiller@gmail.com.

Google Digital
Resource
Each of the constructed response
questions are provided as Google
Digital files. Students click in the
text boxes on the pages and type
their answers.
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Google
Digital
Resources

Grammar Staggered Flip Organizer – This organizer contains not only the
information from the printable organizer, but also the practice from the
printable exercises in this unit. (Two versions are provided. Use the printable
in this resource for the answer key.)
Figurative Language Organizer – Two versions of this organizer are provided.
Context Clues Organizers
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Lesson Plans at a Glance for Wishtree
Vocabulary

Reading/
Comprehension
Quizzes

Constructed
Response

Language Arts

introvert
aspiration
Practice Book page 1

Chapters 1-5

Responding to Text

Verb Organizer and
Practice – Action Verbs +
Subject-Verb Agreement

Character Traits

Verb Organizer and
Practice – Simple Verb
Tenses + Main and
Helping Verbs

beach
unprecedented
Practice Book page2

Chapters 6-10

scaffold
intrepid
Practice Book page 3

Chapters 11-15

antics
buttinsky
Practice Book page 4

Chapters 16-20

boisterous
chide
Practice Book page 5 &
6-7 Crossword Puzzle
Review

Chapters 21-25

Summarizing

Verb Organizer and
Practice – Irregular Verbs

beribboned
romp
Practice Book page 8

Chapters 26-30

Figurative Language

Verb Organizer and
Practice – Linking Verbs

confidant
enterprising
Practice Book page 9

Chapters 31-35

Summarizing

Mini Research Project

Verb Organizer and
Practice - Progressive
Verb Forms

Analyzing Text

Verb Organizer and
Practice – Perfect Verb
Tenses

Setting

Acrostic - Summarizing

quizzical
ensconce
Practice Book page 10

Chapters 36-40

saturate
rile
Practice Book page 11

Chapters 41-45

erect
saunter
Practice Book page 12

Chapters 46-51

Vocabulary Test

Point of View

Comparing Characters
and Situations

Figurative Language

Figurative Language
Mood
Problems and Solutions
Theme
Roller Coaster Plot
Diagram
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Figurative Language

Context Clues

Context Clues

Vocabulary for Wishtree
introvert (adjective) a shy person : a quiet person who does not find it easy to talk to
other people — opposite (antonym – extrovert)
synonyms:

withdrawn, reclusive, reserved, timid

Chapter 1--And if all you hear is the whisper of leaves, don’t worry. Most trees are
introverts at heart.

aspiration (noun) something that a person wants very much to achieve (usually plural)
synonyms:

ambition, goal, objective, aim, target, hope, desire, want, wish

Chapter 3 -- But for a long time people in the neighborhood have called me the
“wishtree.” There’s a reason for this, and it goes way back to when I wasn’t much more
than a tiny seed with higher aspirations.
(Aspiring can be found on page 16.)

breach (noun) a failure to do what is required by a law, an agreement, or a
duty: failure to act in a required or promised way
synonyms:

violation, infringement, betrayal, breaking

Chapter 7 -- When the mailman opened the box, Fly leapt out with a frantic croak. The
mailman fainted. He woke up to Fly, who was apologizing profusely, squatting on his
forehead.
Clearly, a breach of the Don’t Talk to People rule.

unprecedented (adjective) not done or experienced before
synonyms:

first-time, unique, exceptional

Chapter 7 -- Currently, I am home to owl nestlings, baby opossums, and tiny raccoons. I
am also visited regularly by the skunk kits who live underneath the front porch of a
nearby house.
This is unprecedented. Never have I sheltered so many babies. It just doesn’t happen.
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12 Page Booklet
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Chapters 46-51 [erect and saunter]
1. Circle six words in the box that are synonyms of
saunter.

Chapters 1-5 [introvert and aspiration]
1. Circle six words in the box that are synonyms of
aspiration.

stroll

meander

mosey

aimless

oversight

objective

hurry

dash

hasten

desire

ambition

emptiness

scurry

walk

wander

avoidance

goal

aim

speed

amble

frenzy

neglect

thoughtless

target



Read the definitions of erect. Write a or b to show
which definition is used in each sentence.

2. Fill in the word web with synonyms for introvert.

a) to build (something) by putting together materials
b) to set or place (something) so that it stands up
2. ______ They are erecting a house.
3. ______ They erected the flag pole in front of the
school.
4. ______ The settlers erected a wall around their
village for protection.

introvert


5. Check all the things that can be erected.
______ college degree
______ tower


3. Is introvert used correctly in the sentences below?
True or False

______ The boy is introverted; he rarely speaks to
others.

______ fish

______ He is the most introverted person in the

______ Legos

______ Introverts enjoy parties more than shy

family.

people do.

Page 12
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Chapters 46-51 [erect and saunter]

Chapters 1-5 [introvert and aspiration]

1. Circle six words in the box that are synonyms of
saunter.

1. Circle six words in the box that are synonyms of
aspiration.

stroll

meander

mosey

aimless

oversight

objective

hurry

dash

hasten

desire

ambition

indifference

scurry

walk

wander

avoidance

goal

aim

speed

amble

frenzy

neglect

hate

target



Read the definitions of erect. Write a or b to show
which definition is used in each sentence.

2. Fill in the word web with synonyms for introvert.

withdrawn

a) to build (something) by putting together materials
b) to set or place (something) so that it stands up
2. __a____ They are erecting a house.
3. __b____ They erected the flag pole in front of the
school.
4. __a____ The settlers erected a wall around their
village for protection.

introvert

timid


5. Check all the things that can be erected.
______ college degree
_____ tower

reserved


3. Is introvert used correctly in the sentences below?
True or False

___T___ The boy is introverted; he rarely speaks to
others.

______ fish

___T___ He is the most introverted person in the

_____ Legos

___F___ Introverts enjoy parties more than shy

family.

people do.
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Option 1
Have students use the graphic organizer for notes. Notice the notes are not in complete
sentences. Glue the organizer to the left side of the notebook page. On the right side of
the notebook, students use the notes to write the details in paragraph form.

Option 2
Students fill in the
organizers only.
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Wishtree ~ Chapters 1-5
1. A good title for Chapters 1-5 could be ---.
a.
b.
c.
d.

The Differences Between Crows and Trees
Getting to Know the Wishtree
Mother Nature
Introverts and Extroverts

3. What can be inferred about the Wishtree?
a.
b.
c.
d.

It
It
It
It

wants to change its name.
can’t really make wishes come true.
has many friends.
only talks to animals.

5. Read this passage from Chapter 2.
It’s a miracle the fire department doesn’t try to
hose me down every autumn.
This passage contains ---.
a.
b.
c.
d.

2. Chapters 1-5 are told from which point of
view?
a.
b.
c.
d.

1st through the animals
1st through the tree
3rd through an outside narrator
3rd through the tree

4. Match each cause to its effect.
______ Crows are
fond of mimicking
sounds.

a) It is May.

______ Red looks like
a trash heap.

b) Bongo sits on the
roof.

______ The band
practices in the
garage.

c) One crow was
named
GrouchyCabDriver.

6. Based on information in the story, name five
ways that trees are amazing.
______________________________________
______________________________________

a pun
an idiom
a hyperbole
a personification

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

What does this phrase mean?
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

______________________________________
______________________________________
______________________________________

_________________________________________

______________________________________

7. Which genre is Wishtree? Check one from
each row.

8. Crows and trees are different in all of the
following ways EXCEPT ---.

____ fiction

OR ____ drama

____ young adult lit

OR ____ horror

____ fantasy

OR ____ realistic

Explain why you selected these answers.
______________________________________

a. Crows are optimistic and trees are
pessimistic.
b. Crows are mobile and trees are planted in
one location.
c. Crows are either male or female and trees
can sometimes be both.
d. Crows choose their names and trees are
named by their type.

______________________________________
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Wishtree ~ Chapters 1-5 (Answer Key)
1. A good title for Chapters 1-5 could be ---.
a.
b.
c.
d.

The Differences Between Crows and Trees
Getting to Know the Wishtree
Mother Nature
Introverts and Extroverts

3. What can be inferred about the Wishtree?
a.
b.
c.
d.

It
It
It
It

wants to change its name.
can’t really make wishes come true.
has many friends.
only talks to animals.

5. Read this passage from Chapter 2.
It’s a miracle the fire department doesn’t try to
hose me down every autumn.
This passage contains ---.
a.
b.
c.
d.

a pun
an idiom
a hyperbole
a personification

2. Chapters 1-5 are told from which point of
view?
a.
b.
c.
d.

1st through the animals
1st through the tree
3rd through an outside narrator
3rd through the tree

4. Match each cause to its effect.
___c____ Crows are
fond of mimicking
sounds.

a) It is May.

___a____ Red looks
like a trash heap.

b) Bongo sits on the
roof.

___b____ The band
practices in the
garage.

c) One crow was
named
GrouchyCabDriver.

6. Based on information in the story, name five
ways that trees are amazing.
1) home for animals (cradle downy
owlets)
2) steady flimsy tree forts
3) photosynthesize
4) Trees can tell good stories
5) Trees are good listeners. People can
tell trees their problems.
6) Lots of trees are monoecious.

What does this phrase mean?
Red’s color is especially bright in the autumn,
the color of fire
7. Which genre is Wishtree? Check one from
8. Crows and trees are different in all of the
each row.
following ways EXCEPT ---.
____ fiction

OR ____ drama

____ young adult lit

OR ____ horror

____fantasy

OR ____ realistic

Explain why you selected these answers.
The main character of the story is a tree that
can talk. This makes the story a fictional
fantasy.

a. Crows are optimistic and trees are
pessimistic.
b. Crows are mobile and trees are planted in
one location.
c. Crows are either male or female and trees
can sometimes be both.
d. Crows choose their names and trees are
named by their type.
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Constructed Response – Responding to Text
Look at the italicized wishes from Chapter 3. Applegate writes “So many wishes. Grand and goofy, selfish
and sweet.” Sort the wishes listed in Chapter 3 on pages 11-12 by categories on the chart below.

Grand

Goofy

Selfish

Sweet

Genuine Need

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
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Constructed Response – Responding to Text (Answer Key – Answers may vary.)
Look at the italicized wishes from Chapter 3. Applegate writes “So many wishes. Grand and goofy, selfish
and sweet.” Sort the wishes listed in Chapter 3 by categories on the chart below.

Grand

Goofy

Selfish

Sweet

Genuine Need

I wish for a world
without war.

I wish for a flying
skateboard.

I wish for the
world’s biggest
candy bar.

I wish for a week
without clouds.

I wish my dad
could get better.

I wish my gerbil
could talk.

I wish for an A on
my geography
test.

I wish Ms.
Gentorini weren’t
so grumpy in the
morning.

I wish I weren’t
hungry
sometimes.

I wish I knew
what to wish for.

I wish I weren’t so
lonely.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
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When creating the book with
all the pages included, you’ll
have 16 pages.
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Figurative Language Organizers
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Context Clues Common Core Alignment
3rd Grade

4th Grade

5th Grade

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.4.A
Use sentence-level context as a
clue to the meaning of a word
or phrase.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.4.A
Use context (e.g., definitions,
examples, or restatements in
text) as a clue to the meaning
of a word or phrase.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.5.4.a
Use context (e.g., cause/effect
relationships and comparisons in text)
as a clue to the meaning of a word or
phrase.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.5.5.c
Use the relationship between
particular words (e.g., synonyms,
antonyms, homographs) to better
understand each of the words.

Context Clues Organizers
Three organizers are offered. The first contains 4 context clue types, the second
contains 6 context clue types, and the third contains 8 context clues types.
The organizers come in three versions:




The first has lines where students write definitions and sample sentences.
The second copy of the organizer includes the definitions with key words
missing for students to fill in. Students must also write definitions and
sample sentences.
The third copy is completed. It may be used as an answer key, as a
sample for students to follow, for differentiated instructions, or for
students who were absent.
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Get Wishtree Book Unit here.
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Graphics from:
http://office.mic
rosoft.com/enus/images/
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If you like this unit, you might also like some on the following book units found at Teachers Pay Teachers:

Page | 25 Unit Created by Gay Miller

Page | 26 Unit Created by Gay Miller

Page | 27 Unit Created by Gay Miller

Visit me on
Pinterest.
http://www.pinterest.com/lin
dagaymiller/

You can find additional teaching
resources, student projects, and
more at my website.
www.bookunitsteacher.com

Visit my Teacher Pay Teacher
Store for additional products.
http://www.teacherspayteachers.
com/Store/Gay-Miller
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