
Wish 
Preview 

Get a sample 

of this unit to 

try out in your 

classroom. 

https://bookunitsteacher.com/reading_numberstars/numberstarssample.pdf


Which version of this unit do I need? 
Version 

Links to Digital 

Resources 

Vocabulary 

Practice 

Comprehension 

Questions 

Constructed Writing 

Prompts 
Skill Practice 

Wish Digital + 

Printable       

Wish Printable      

Wish Abridged    

On the following pages, you will see snapshot examples for 

Wish Digital + Printable Novel Study.  
 

Be sure to look closely to see which version works best for your needs. 



WORD LIST 
Students practice with two 
focus words for each reading 

selection. A wordlist with 
definitions, synonyms, and 
sample sentences from the 
story is included. 

VOCABULARY 
BOOKMARKS 

TEST WITH ANSWER KEY WORD CARDS PRACTICE BOOK 

VOCABULARY RESOURCES 



Digital vocabulary 

practice is provided 

though Boom Learning 

Decks. 

PRINTABLE & DIGITAL VOCABULARY 



12 COMPREHENSION CHECKS 
Digital comprehension questions are 

provided though Boom Learning Decks. 



20 Constructed  
Response Questions 

Digital writing prompts are provided 

through Google Slides. 



SKILL LESSONS 
 

 

Check out the “Table of 
Contents” or the “Lesson 
Plans at a Glance” in the 
“Sample Pages from this 
Unit” below for the skills 
taught in this unit.  



 
Great resource that strengthened my novel 

study! Students enjoyed the engaging 
activities and it helped strengthen 
comprehension. 

-Colleen R. 

 
This is a MUST-BUY! We decided to use this as a 
grade level after another teacher 
recommended using a novel study by Gay 
Miller because she enjoyed hers so much. My 
kids have been absolutely loving using this on 

google classroom. It was so easy for me to 
assign and has been a perfect companion to 
the book. Will definitely use other resources by 
this author! Highly recommend!  

-Samantha V. 

 
There is so much in this resource! It fits the novel and is 
easy for the kids to run their own group! Awesome!! 

— Melissa H. 

 
This resource was very organized and easy to 
follow. It was low prep for the teacher and 
highly engaging for the students! 

— Kayla R. 

 
This is a fantastic unit. The questions are well written 
and the overall content is easy to implement as a 
teacher. My students found the activities deepened 

their comprehension and understanding of the novel. 
-Kelsey R 

 
I wanted something as an enrichment for 
my higher kiddos. This resource does just 
that! I can't wait to explore what other 
novel study packets Gay has created! 

-Taylor A 

 
This was INCREDIBLE!! I was so amazed at the 
planning, creativity and level of learning covered in 
this one study. We will be using many more of your 
resources now! Thank you!  

-Kristy D. 



What are Boom Cards? 
 
 

 
Boom Cards are digital task cards that students play on the Boom 

Learning Website.  

 

They…  

 are fully digital – require no printing, paper, ink, etc. 

 may be used on all modern browsers 

 are played on devices connected to the Internet 

 can be used for student practice at no cost to you 

 

When you purchase this novel study from TPT, you will receive 

special links to these Boom Cards. When you click on one of these 

links, you will be asked to sign into your account or create a free 

account at the Boom Learning Website. The special links in the paid 

resource let the Boom Learning site know you have purchased the 

deck. When you click the link, Boom Learning sends the Boom Deck 

to your Boom Library, so your students can access them. Students 

can play for free or data will be tracked for you with the Boom 

Learning Paid Subscription. 

Click here for a playable 

preview on Boom Learning. 

https://wow.boomlearning.com/store/bundle/zwBQrc4eAGNHkvsBS
https://wow.boomlearning.com/store/bundle/zwBQrc4eAGNHkvsBS


Boom Learning Card Examples 
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Thank you for 

downloading this novel 

study sample. 
 

 
 

 

 

On the next pages, you will find the following pages  

from the unit including: 
 

• Table of Contents  for the Digital + Printable Version 

• Lesson Plans at a Glance  for the Full Unit 

 

FREE SAMPLE PAGES 

 

The First Reading Selection plus Answer Keys  

(These pages are found in all versions of this unit.)  

• Vocabulary Practice 

• Comprehension Questions 

• Constructed Response Writing Prompt 

(with and without the Common Core 

Standards) 

 

 
 

Are you wondering what other novel 

studies I have available? You can see 

the complete list here. 
  

https://bookunitsteacher.com/wp/?page_id=4673
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Chapter 31   [reevaluate] 

 
Sort the words in the box by writing each one under its 
synonym. 

 

enjoy hurry 
 

make another study 
 

knapsack  go over relish  

move quickly carryall backpack  

reconsider savor  scurry 

 

reevaluate 

 

 

 

 

bask 

enjoy 

 

 

 

 

 

duffel 

 

 

 

 

scamper 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapters 1-2 [fiery and cashmere] 

 
1. Fill in the word web with synonyms for cashmere. 

 

 

Read the definitions of fiery. Write a, b, c. or d to 
show which definition is used in each sentence. 
 

a) having or producing fire 
b) tasting very hot and spicy 

c) having or showing a lot of strong and angry 
emotion 

d) having the color of fire 

 
2. _____ The fiery chili peppers made my eyes water. 

3. _____ Her fiery temper is going to get her into trouble 

one of these days. 

4. _____ The fiery volcano sent up great plumes of 

smoke and streaming lava. 

5. _____ The fiery sunset was beautiful as it reflected 

across the lake. 

6. _____ They were killed in a fiery car crash. 

7. _____ The preacher gave a fiery sermon about 

treating others with kindness. 

8. _____ I like to wear fiery orange toenail polish. 

 
 

 

 
Page 16 Page 1 

cashmere 
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Chapter 31   [reevaluate] 
Sort the words in the box by writing each one under its 
synonym. 

 

enjoy hurry 
 

make another study 
 

knapsack  go over relish  

move quickly carryall backpack  

reconsider savor  scurry 

 

reevaluate 

go over 

make another study 

reconsider 

 

bask 

relish  

enjoy 

savor  

 

 

 

duffel 

backpack  

knapsack  

carryall 

 

scamper 

hurry 

scurry 

move quickly 

 

 

 

 

Chapters 1-2 [fiery and cashmere] 
1. Fill in the word web with synonyms for cashmere. 

 

 

Read the definitions of fiery. Write a, b, c. or d to 
show which definition is used in each sentence. 
 

a) having or producing fire 
b) tasting very hot and spicy 

c) having or showing a lot of strong and angry 
emotion 

d) having the color of fire 

 
2. ___b___ The fiery chili peppers made my eyes 

water. 

3. ___c___ Her fiery temper is going to get her into 

trouble one of these days. 

4. ___a___ The fiery volcano sent up great plumes of 

smoke and streaming lava. 

5. ___d___ The fiery sunset was beautiful as it 

reflected across the lake. 

6. ___a___ They were killed in a fiery car crash. 

7. ___c___ The preacher gave a fiery sermon about 

treating others with kindness. 

8. ___d___ I like to wear fiery orange toenail polish. 

 

 
 

 
Page 16 Page 1 

  

cashmere 

fine wool  
often used in 

sweaters 

finer and softer 
than sheep's wool 

from a kind of goat 
from India 
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Wish ~ Chapters 1-2 

1. A good title for Chapters 1-2 could be ---. 

a. The Cinderella Treatment 

b. Moving to a Hillbilly Town 
c. Everywhere Cats 

d. Up Down Walking 

2. Chapters 1-2 are told from which point of 

view? 

a. 1st through Charlie 
b. 1st through Bertha 

c. 3rd  through Charlie 
d. 3rd through Howard 

3. What can be inferred about Bertha? 

a. She watches a lot of television. 

b. She knows a lot about raising children. 
c. She is kind-natured.  
d. She is a busy-body. 

4. The setting is important to the story 

because---. 

a. Charlie is superstitious. 
b. Charlie must go to school even though it is 

April. 

c. Charlie moves to a mountain community. 
d. Charlie is displaced from her home and 

sister. 

5. Read this passage from Chapter 1.  

“But that’s just the tip of the iceberg,” that 
social services lady said… 

This passage contains ---. 

a. a pun 
b. an idiom 

c. a hyperbole 
d. a personification 

 

What does this phrase mean? 
__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

________________________________________ 

6. Which word best describes Mama’s mental 

state? 

a. playful 
b. depressed 

c. confused 
d. serious 

 

7. Which genre is Wish? Check one from each 
row. 

____ fiction OR ____ drama 

____ young adult lit OR ____ horror 

____ fantasy OR ____ realistic 

 
Explain why you selected these answers.  

______________________________________ 

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________ 

8. The conflict in this story is mostly the result 
of which event? 

 
a. Dad going to prison 

b. going to a new school 
c. Bertha asking too many questions 
d. Howard trying to make friends 
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  Constructed Response - Details from Text 

Charlie said she has a whole list of ways to make a wish. “I hadn’t missed one single day of making 
my wish since the end of fourth grade.” Fill in the chart with ways Charlie says you can make a wish. 
Add to this chart as Charlie tells new ways of making wishes. 

 

    

    

    

    

    

    

 

   

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/5/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/6/1/


Page | 11 Unit Created by Gay Miller 

 

Wish ~ Chapters 1-2 (Answer Key) 

1. A good title for Chapters 1-2 could be ---. 

a. The Cinderella Treatment 

b. Moving to a Hillbilly Town 
c. Everywhere Cats 

d. Up Down Walking 

2. Chapters 1-2 are told from which point of 

view? 

a. 1st through Charlie 
b. 1st through Bertha 

c. 3rd  through Charlie 
d. 3rd through Howard 

3. What can be inferred about Bertha? 

a. She watches a lot of television. 

b. She knows a lot about raising children. 
c. She is kind-natured.  
d. She is a busy-body. 

4. The setting is important to the story 

because---. 

a. Charlie is superstitious. 
b. Charlie must go to school even though it 

is April. 

c. Charlie moves to a mountain 
community. 

d. Charlie is displaced from her home and 
sister. 

5. Read this passage from Chapter 1.  

“But that’s just the tip of the iceberg,” that 
social services lady said… 

This passage contains ---. 

a. a pun 
b. an idiom 

c. a hyperbole 
d. a personification 

 

What does this phrase mean? 

only a hint or suggestion of a much larger or 

more complex issue or problem 

6. Which word best describes Mama’s mental 

state? 

a. playful 
b. depressed 

c. confused 
d. serious 

 

7. Which genre is Wish? Check one from each 

row. 

____ fiction OR ____ drama 

____ young adult lit OR ____ horror 

____ fantasy OR ____ realistic 

 
Explain why you selected these answers.  

 
The story does not list characters or stage 

directions, so it is not a drama. No fictional 
creatures such as dragons make the story 
realistic and not a horror. 

  

8. The conflict in this story is mostly the 

result of which event? 
 

a. Dad going to prison 

b. going to a new school 
c. Bertha asking too many questions 

d. Howard trying to make friends 
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  Constructed Response - Details from Text (Answer Key) 

 

Charlie said she has a whole list of ways to make a wish. “I hadn’t missed one single day of making 
my wish since the end of fourth grade.” Fill in the chart with ways Charlie says you can make a wish 

in the chart below. Add to this chart as Charlie tells new ways of making wishes. 
 

looking at the clock at 

exactly 11:11 
seeing a white horse blowing on a dandelion 

finding a penny, throwing 
it, and making a wish as it 

flies through the air 

seeing the first star come 

out at night 

If you cut the pointed end 
off of a piece of pie and 

save it for last, you can 
make a wish when you eat 

it. 

If you count to thirteen 

when you see a truck full of 
hay, you can make a wish. 

If you see a black horse, 

shake your fist at it three 
times, then make a wish. 

If you see an acorn fall, 

hold it in your hand and 
turn in three circles while 

making a wish. 

After seeing a cardinal, 
close your eyes, spit three 

times, and make a wish. 

If you blow an eyelash, you 
can make a wish. 

Say - “Ladybug, ladybug, 

fly away home.” As the 
ladybug flies away, make a 

wish. 

You can make a wish if you 
hear a bird singing in the 

rain. 

You can make a wish if you 

find a four-leafed clover. 

If you see three birds on a 

wire, you can make a wish. 

If two people say the same 
thing at the exact same 

time, they hook pinkies and 
make a wish. 

If you find a ‘black’ feather, 

stick it in the ground and 
make a wish. 

getting the big side when 
pulling a wishbone 

You can make a wish if 

your corn cob has exactly 
fourteen rows of corn. 

When you see a yellow 
boxcar, make a wish. 

You can make a wish if a 
butterfly lands on you. 

You can make a wish if 

you see a camel-shaped 
cloud. 

You can make a wish if 

you find a cricket in the 
house. 

You can make a wish if a 

lightning bug lands on 
your ring finger 

You can make a wish if 
you clap three times 

before crossing a state 

line. 

   

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/5/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/6/1/
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Constructed Response Questions without 
Common Core State Standards 

 
Important Update 

Originally 46 states adopted the Common Core State Standards. Many teachers 

have commented that they love having the standards on pages with constructed 

response writing prompts for accountability reasons. Now educational trends are 

changing. Many states have repealed Common Core and adopted their own 

state standards. To meet the needs of teachers both using and not using Common 

Core Standards, I have opted to provide the writing questions both with and 

without standards.  

To make creating a printable student packet easier, the comprehension and 

constructed response questions are both included in this section. 
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Wish ~ Chapters 1-2 

1. A good title for Chapters 1-2 could be ---. 

a. The Cinderella Treatment 

b. Moving to a Hillbilly Town 
c. Everywhere Cats 

d. Up Down Walking 

2. Chapters 1-2 are told from which point of 

view? 

a. 1st through Charlie 
b. 1st through Bertha 

c. 3rd  through Charlie 
d. 3rd through Howard 

3. What can be inferred about Bertha? 

a. She watches a lot of television. 

b. She knows a lot about raising children. 
c. She is kind-natured.  
d. She is a busy-body. 

4. The setting is important to the story 

because---. 

a. Charlie is superstitious. 
b. Charlie must go to school even though it is 

April. 

c. Charlie moves to a mountain community. 
d. Charlie is displaced from her home and 

sister. 

5. Read this passage from Chapter 1.  

“But that’s just the tip of the iceberg,” that 
social services lady said… 

This passage contains ---. 

a. a pun 
b. an idiom 

c. a hyperbole 
d. a personification 

 

What does this phrase mean? 
__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

________________________________________ 

6. Which word best describes Mama’s mental 

state? 

a. playful 
b. depressed 

c. confused 
d. serious 

 

7. Which genre is Wish? Check one from each 
row. 

____ fiction OR ____ drama 

____ young adult lit OR ____ horror 

____ fantasy OR ____ realistic 

 
Explain why you selected these answers.  

______________________________________ 

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________ 

8. The conflict in this story is mostly the result 
of which event? 

 
a. Dad going to prison 

b. going to a new school 
c. Bertha asking too many questions 
d. Howard trying to make friends 



Page | 15 Unit Created by Gay Miller 
 

  Constructed Response - Details from Text 

 

Charlie said she has a whole list of ways to make a wish. “I hadn’t missed one single day of making 
my wish since the end of fourth grade.” Fill in the chart with ways Charlie says you can make a wish. 

Add to this chart as Charlie tells new ways of making wishes. 
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Terms of Use 
• All rights reserved by Gay Miller. 

• This purchase includes a limited license for single 

classroom use only. You may utilize it for each 

student you serve.  

Product Don’ts 

• You may not upload this product to the Internet or 

store it in any public retrieval service of any kind 

outside of using it with your own students. 

• No part of the product may be altered for resell or 

distribution.  

• If you have any questions feel free to contact me 

at teachwithgaymiller@gmail.com. 
 

mailto:teachwithgaymiller@gmail.com
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Wish-Novel-Study-Digital-Printable-Book-Unit-Barbara-OConnor-3401570?st=12844a65efcf9429fa6291f89bffad27
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Palace-Pics
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Charlottes-Clips-4150
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Teaching-In-The-Tongass
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Pinterest 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YouTube 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Book Units Teacher Website 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Gay-Miller
https://bookunitsteacher.com/wp/
https://www.pinterest.com/lindagaymiller/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-_FZxE6tyrk37q_IQIzTSQ
https://bookunitsteacher.com/
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Check out my new YouTube channel. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-_FZxE6tyrk37q_IQIzTSQ
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