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On the following pages, you will see snapshot examples for 

Because of Winn-Dixie 

 Complete Novel Study.  
Be sure to look closely to see which version works best for your needs. 

Which version of this unit do I need? 



Vocabulary Bookmarks 

Test with Answer Key Word Cards 

 
Students learn two words each reading selection, chosen for meaning, 
relevance, and usefulness. 

This unit includes: 

 a story-based word list with definitions, synonyms, and sample 
sentences 

 vocabulary bookmarks for quick reference 

 word wall cards for whole-class reinforcement 

 a printable vocabulary booklet for daily practice 

Vocabulary That Sticks 

Practice Book 

Because of Winn-Dixie Novel Study  

Gay Miller / Book Units Teacher 



 
 
Each vocabulary word is reinforced through: 

• Students can self-check with Boom Cards or complete short, targeted 

activities in the printable booklet. 

Flexible Practice for Any Classroom 

Boom Cards 

Because of Winn-Dixie Novel Study  

Gay Miller / Book Units Teacher 

Printable Practice 

Vocabulary Cards 



 
 

 
Each reading selection includes: 

Assessment Tools 

✓ self-checking Boom question 
✓ printable comprehension quiz 

✓ two versions: with standards + without 
 

 

Comprehension That Builds Close Reading Skills 

Skill Development 

✓ supports text evidence, inference, and critical thinking 

✓ skill-coded questions 
✓ easy data checks 

Self-Checking Boom Card 

Because of Winn-Dixie Novel Study  

Gay Miller / Book Units Teacher 



 

 

Students respond to one constructed response question per section using: 

 a printable organizer for guided writing 
 a Google Slides version for digital classrooms 
 built-in prompts that help students plan, cite, and explain 

 Two versions: with standards + without 

 

Constructed Response Structured Writing Support 

Google Slides Version 

Printable Organizer 

Because of Winn-Dixie Novel Study  

Gay Miller / Book Units Teacher 



Because of Winn-Dixie Novel Study  

Gay Miller / Book Units Teacher 

 
I loved this resource. I used it in my small groups 
and my students loved reading the book. The 
assignments were easy to use and worked great. 

— Andrea C.  

What Teachers are Saying 

 
There are so many activities with this resource! It kept my students 
engaged and covered a lot of standards. Thank you for creating this!  

-James 

 
This novel study set has everything you could need, plus some. One of 
my favorite parts is the integration of grammar into the resource. This 
makes cross-subject teaching a breeze and keeps my students 
learning to the max. This paired with constructed responses and I'm 
set with very little prep work! 

-Lindsay 

 
I used these to create a big 
Winn Dixie wall that we 
would add discussion notes 

and ideas as a whole class. 
They loved doing this and 
how it all looked. It made 
the discussions and wall a 
lot more fun and 
interactive. I will for sure use 

again.  
-Laura 

 
This resource was amazing! I used almost every page in my classroom. 
I liked how interactive it was. My students stayed engaged and were 
able to dive deeper in the book study. 

-Kristen 

 
These novel studies are 

WONDERFUL! They encompass 
vocabulary, grammar, spelling, 
and comprehension with each 

novel AND they have 
tests/questions that go with each 
chapter. Excellent resource thank 

you for all of your work! 
-Kristi 

 
I honestly can't say enough 
about anything Gay 

creates. These novel studies 
have really made learning 
engaging and meaningful!  

-Kari 



Language Arts and 

Reading Skills 

• Prefix, Suffix, and Root 

Words 

• Figurative Language 

• Context Clues 

• Capitalization 

• Modal Auxiliaries 

• Spelling Rules 

• Irregular Verbs 

• Connotation and 

Denotation 

Complete Grammar Instruction Included Skill Lessons 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1rqtQEVSn8G8rTyC_eWM5IL0_i8yNOcmecdZp7D32PyA/export/png?resolution=300 

Because of Winn-Dixie Novel Study  

Gay Miller / Book Units Teacher 

Google Slides Version 

Learn Practice 

might May 



https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1rqtQEVSn8G8rTyC_eWM5IL0_i8yNOcmecdZp7D32PyA/export/png?resolution=300 

End-of-the-Unit Tests 

Because of Winn-Dixie Novel Study  

Gay Miller / Book Units Teacher 



 

 

Boom Cards are interactive digital task cards that students 

play on the Boom Learning website. They are: 

• Fully digital — no printing or prep 

• Compatible with all modern browsers 

• Playable on any device connected to the Internet 

• Self-checking for instant feedback 

How They Work in This Novel Study 

1. When you purchase this unit on TPT, you’ll receive 

special links to the Boom Decks included in the 

resource. 

2. Click a link, sign in (or create a free account), and 

the deck is added to your Boom Library. 

3. Students can play for free using a Fast Pin. 

4. Paid Boom accounts allow for data tracking. 

Try It Out 

 

What are Boom Cards? 

Because of Winn-Dixie Novel Study  

Gay Miller / Book Units Teacher 

Click here for a playable 

preview on Boom Learning. 

https://wow.boomlearning.com/store/bundle/WJFWEpYs2kkv3Yrtu?ref=self


 

 

 
 

Because of Winn-Dixie Novel Study  

Gay Miller / Book Units Teacher 

Ready to simplify your novel instruction and 

engage every reader? 

✔ Download this resource and start using it 
today. 

 

Want to explore more? 

See additional sample pages and teaching 

ideas for this novel at Book Units Teacher. 

 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Because-of-Winn-Dixie-Novel-Study-Vocabulary-Reading-Comprehension-Writing-1742185
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Because-of-Winn-Dixie-Novel-Study-Vocabulary-Reading-Comprehension-Writing-1742185
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Because-of-Winn-Dixie-Novel-Study-Vocabulary-Reading-Comprehension-Writing-1742185
https://bookunitsteacher.com/wp/?p=1513
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Lesson Plans at a Glance 
Read Vocabulary Comprehension 

Constructed Response 

Question 
Skill Practice 

Chapters 

1-2 

missionary 

fortunate 
Page 1 

Chapters 

1-2 

Setting 

Characters ~ Winn-Dixie 

Prefix and Suffix Cards & 

Pockets 

When to Use –tion or –

sion Organizer 

Chapters 

3-4 

intended 

constellations 
Page 2 

Chapters 

3-4 

Comparing Opal to Winn-

Dixie 

Characters ~ Opal’s Mother 

Prefix and Suffix Practice 

Root Words Organizer 

Chapters 

5-6 

potluck 

snuffled 
Page 3 

Chapters 

5-6 

Problem and Solution Chain 

Point of View 

Prefix and Suffix Sorting 

Activity 

Chapters 

7-8 

prideful 

installment 
Page 4 

Chapters 

7-8 

Figurative Language 

Summarizing 

Figurative Language 

Response Cards & Three 

Door Flip Organizer 

Chapters 

9-10 

identical 

busted 
Page 5 

Chapters 

9-10 

Characters 

Inference 
Idiom Memory 

Chapters 

11-12 

pathological 

terrorized 
Page 6 

Chapters 

11-12 

Cause and Effect 

Character Map ~ Otis 
Context Clues Organizer 

Chapters 

13-14 

cooped up  

roundabout 
Page 7 

Chapters 

13-14 

Course of Action 

Symbolism ~ Gloria Dump’s 

Mistake Tree 

Context Clues Task 

Cards 

Chapters 

15-16 

rights 

abiding 
Page 8 

Chapters 

15-16 

Characters ~ Gloria & Miss 

Franny 

Character’s Reaction to 

Events 

Capitalization Organizer 

Chapters 

17-18 

lozenge 

melancholy 
Page 9 

Chapters 

17-18 

Symbolism ~ Littmus 

Lozenge 

Character’s Reaction ~ The 

Preacher 

Capitalization Task Cards 

Chapters 

19-20 

on account 

of 

barbecue 

Page 10 
Chapters 

19-20 

Figurative Language 

Character’s Reactions to 

Party 

Modal Auxiliaries 

Organizer 

Chapters 

21-22 

frilly 

shuffled 
Page 11 

Chapters 

21-22 

Theme 

Responding to Text 

Modal Auxiliaries Task 

Cards 

Chapters 

23-24 

teetery 

drizzle 

Pages 

12-13 

Chapters 

23-24 

Mood 

Character Change 
Spelling Rules Organizer 

Chapters 

25 -26 

plumb 

strummed 
Page 14 

Chapters 

25 -26 

Otis and Opal’s Friendship 

Timeline of the Party 

Symbolism 

Spelling Rules Spoons 

Game 

Irregular Verbs Chart 

 
 

 

Plot Development 

Comparing the Book to the 

Movie 

Connotation & 

Denotation Graphic 

Organizer&  Activity 

 Vocabulary Test End-of-the-Unit Test End-of-the-Unit Test 
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Vocabulary Review  
23. I ______________ to pack my lunch, but I awoke too 

late. 

24. When you finish a major project like this one, you should 

feel a little ______________.  

25. The ______________gave a talk to our class about the 

work he had done in Mississippi to help the flood victims. 

26. I am an ______________ citizen; I never break the law. 

27. Josh threw the ball in the living room and 

______________ the lamp. 

 

 

 

Chapters 1-2  [missionary & fortunate] 

1. Is missionary used correctly in the sentences below?  
True or False 

___________ The missionary performed the wedding 
ceremony in his hometown of Jacksonville. 

__________ Susan and Dave are traveling with a group of 
missionaries to do dental work. 

__________ The missionary set up a clinic in India. 

___________ My friend is a missionary chef at the new 
downtown restaurant. 

___________ A missionary's main goal is to spread their 
religious beliefs to new regions. 

 

2.  Circle five words in the box that are synonyms or 

closely related to the word fortunate. 

lucky honesty 

wretched harmful 

prosperous well-off 

successful blessed 

regret poor 

 

3. Give an example of a time when you felt fortunate. 
____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

 
Page 16 Page 1 

Vocabulary Workbook 
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Vocabulary Review  
23.I intended to pack my lunch, but I awoke too late. 

24.When you finish a major project like this one, you 

should feel a little prideful. 

25.The missionary gave a talk to our class about the 

work he had done in Mississippi to help the flood 

victims. 

26.I am an abiding citizen; I never break the law. 

27.Josh threw the ball in the living room and busted the 

lamp. 

 

 

 

Chapters 1-2  [missionary & fortunate] 

1. Is missionary used correctly in the sentences below?  
True or False 

_____F______ The missionary performed the wedding 
ceremony in his hometown of Jacksonville. 

_____T_____ Susan and Dave are traveling with a group of 
missionaries to do dental work. 

_____T_____ The missionary set up a clinic in India. 

_____F______ My friend is a missionary chef at the new 
downtown restaurant. 

_____T_____ A missionary's main goal is to spread their 
religious beliefs to new regions. 

 

2.  Circle five words in the box that are synonyms or 

closely related to the word fortunate. 

lucky honesty 

wretched harmful 

prosperous well-off 

successful blessed 

regret poor 

 

3. Give an example of a time when you felt fortunate. 
___________________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 
_____________________________________ 

Page 16 Page 1 

  

Vocabulary Workbook Answer Key 
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Because of Winn Dixie ~ Chapters 1-2 

1. Why does the preacher most likely agree that 
Opal can keep Winn-Dixie? 

a. The preacher wants Opal to have a 
companion in her new town. 

b. The preacher has a kind heart, and he can 

see that Winn Dixie needs help. 
c. The preacher wants someone to protect 

Opal while he is away. 
d. The preacher wants to cheer Opal up since 

she is new to the town. 

2. The best title for Chapters 1-2 would be ---. 

a. A New Pet for Opal 
b. Dad Comes Out of his Shell 

c. The Incident at the Winn-Dixie 
d. The Trailer Park 

 

3. Which word best describes Opal? 

a. self-centered 
b. genius 

c. creative 
d. optimistic 

4. What metaphor did Opal use to describe the 
preacher? 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________ 

5. Draw a picture of what took place in the 

grocery store. 
 

6. Read this passage from Chapter 2. 

I also told him about the preacher and how he 
was a good man, even if he was too distracted 

with sermons and prayers and suffering people to 
go grocery shopping.  

Based on the context clues, the word distracted 

in this sentence most likely means ---. 

a. upset 

b. amused 
c. troubled 

d. preoccupied 
 

7. How does the reader know Chapter 1 is told in 

1st person point of view?  
_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________ 

8. Read this quote from Chapter 2. 

Sometimes he reminded me of a turtle, hiding 
inside its shell, in there thinking about things and 
not ever sticking his head out into the world.   

This quote is proof of which of the following book 

themes? 

a. compassion 
b. isolation 
c. communication 

d. friendship 

.
  

.
  

.
  

Comprehension Quiz 
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Chapters 1-2 ~ Constructed Response - Setting  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Location Where the Story Takes Place 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 

 

_____________________________________________________

____________ 

 
 
 
 
 

Time the Story Takes Place 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

___________________ 

Importance of the Setting                                                                                                                                     

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 

 

                Mood/Tone - Atmosphere of the Setting 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 

 

Setting 

RL.3.3 Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their 

actions contribute to the sequence of events 

RL.4.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific 

details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions). 

RL.5.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, 

drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how characters interact). 

 

Sample Constructed Response Question 
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Because of Winn Dixie ~ Chapters 1-2 

1. Why does the preacher most likely agree that 
Opal can keep Winn-Dixie? 

a. The preacher wants Opal to have a 
companion in her new town. 

b. The preacher has a kind heart, and he can 

see that Winn Dixie needs help. 
c. The preacher wants someone to protect 

Opal while he is away. 
d. The preacher wants to cheer Opal up 

since she is new to the town. 

2. The best title for Chapters 1-2 would be ---. 

a. A New Pet for Opal 
b. Dad Comes Out of his Shell 

c. The Incident at the Winn-Dixie 
d. The Trailer Park 

 

3. Which word best describes Opal? 

a. self-centered 
b. genius 

c. creative 
d. optimistic 

4. What metaphor did Opal use to describe the 
preacher? 

Opal refers to her dad as a turtle with his head 
stuck inside a shell. This is because he has so 
much going on with being a preacher that he 

doesn’t take the time to “stick his head out into the 
world.” 

5. Draw a picture of what took place in the 
grocery store. 

 

6. Read this passage from Chapter 2. 

I also told him about the preacher and how he was 

a good man, even if he was too distracted with 
sermons and prayers and suffering people to go 
grocery shopping. 

Based on the context clues, the word distracted in 
this sentence most likely means ---. 

a. upset 
b. amused 
c. troubled 

d. preoccupied 
 

7. How does the reader know Chapter 1 is told 
in 1st person point of view?  

Opal is telling the story in first person as a 

flashback. The reader knows this from the first 
sentence “My name is India Opal Buloni, and last 
summer my daddy, the preacher, sent me…” 

 

8. Read this quote from Chapter 2. 

Sometimes he reminded me of a turtle, hiding 
inside its shell, in there thinking about things and 

not ever sticking his head out into the world.   

This quote is proof of which of the following book 

themes? 

a. compassion 

b. isolation 
c. communication 
d. friendship 

.
  

.
  

 

Comprehension Quiz Answer Key 
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Chapters 1-2 ~ Constructed Response - Setting  
 

 

 

 

 

Location Where the Story Takes Place 

 

The story opens in the Winn-Dixie grocery store. Winn-Dixies are 
located in Florida, Georgia, Alabama, Louisiana and Mississippi, so 

immediately the reader knows the story takes place in the South. 

Opal confirms this in Chapter 2 when she says she and her dad 

have just moved to Naomi, Florida. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Time the Story Takes Place 

Opal tells the reader that it is summer.  

The year???  

Winn-Dixie stores were founded in 1925.  

Because of Winn-Dixie was published in 2000.  

Opal lives in a trailer park. Mobile homes were first marketed in the 

late 50's. 

At this early point in the novel, the reader can only assume the 

story takes place in the second half of the 20th century.  

 

 

 

Importance of the Setting                                                                                                                                     

Because Opal finds the dog in the Winn-Dixie grocery store, he is 

given that name.  

 

If the dog had not been at the the grocery store, Opal would 

probably not have felt the need to rescue him. 

 

 

 

 

 

                Mood/Tone - Atmosphere of the Setting 

The mood is light. The story is told through Opal, so the reader 

hears the story from the viewpoint of a kid. 

 

Remember, Opal believes Winn-Dixie is "having a real good time." 

She also thinks,  "You could tell that all he wanted to do was get 

face-to-face with the manager and thank him for the good time he 

was having." 

 

 

Setting 

RL.3.3 Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their 

actions contribute to the sequence of events 

RL.4.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific 

details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions). 

RL.5.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, 

drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how characters interact). 

 

Sample Constructed Response Question Answer Key 
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Terms of Use 
• All rights reserved by Gay Miller. 

• This purchase includes a limited license for single 

classroom use only. You may utilize it for each 

student you serve.  

Product Don’ts 

• You may not upload this product to the Internet or 

store it in any public retrieval service of any kind 

outside of using it with your own students. 

• No part of the product may be altered for resell or 

distribution.  

• If you have any questions feel free to contact me 

at teachwithgaymiller@gmail.com. 
 

mailto:teachwithgaymiller@gmail.com
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Because-of-Winn-Dixie-Novel-Study-Digital-Printable-Unit-Kate-DiCamillo-1742185
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Check out my new YouTube channel. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-_FZxE6tyrk37q_IQIzTSQ
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