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Sample Book Unit
Welcome to Book Units Teacher ~ I love teaching! I
especially love interactive notebooks, anchor charts,
hands-on activities, great books, and making learning
fun. Here is the place for me to share some of the things I
love. ~~ Gay Miller
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Thank you for downloading this sample of
Rules Book Unit. Other products in this
series may be found at
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Gay-Miller

This packet contains graphic organizers for an
interactive notebook and game activities covering
vocabulary, constructed response writing, and skill
practice. I hope your students enjoy a book study
using the engaging method of using interactive
notebooks.
This packet also includes links for the digital
components for this unit. Boom Learning is used
for the multiple choice, short answer, and fill in the
blank questions. Activities that require more open
ended responses may be found in Google Slides. This
includes all the writing prompts with organizers for
students to plan responses.

Rules
By Cynthia Lord
Genre ~ Realistic Fiction
2007 Newbery Honor Book
Interest Level ~ Grades 3 – 5
Grade level Equivalent: 3.9
®
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Figurative Language
Organizers and
Response Cards
Writing Using Vivid
Imagery

Vocabulary List
Chapter 1 ~ Follow the rules.
advisory (noun) - a report that gives information or a warning about something
synonyms:

advice-giving, review, consultative, counseling

p. 2 ~ David has to watch all the previews on the store TVs and walk down each row of
videos, flipping boxes over to read the parental advisory and the rating — even on
videos Dad would never let him rent. David’ll say, loud enough for the whole store to
hear, “Rated PG-thirteen for language and some violence!
,.-~*´¨¯¨`*·~-.,.-~*´¨¯¨`*·~-.,.-~*´¨¯¨`*·~-.,
Chapter 2 ~ Don’t run down the clinic hallway.
wharf (noun) - a flat structure that is built along the shore of a river, ocean, etc., so
that ships can load and unload cargo or passengers
synonyms:

pier, jetty, dock, waterfront, landing stage, quay

p. 23 ~ If I had one, I’d throw it over my head and run out the door and across the
parking lot and the street, all the way through the waterfront park to the wharf, and
board the first boat I saw going somewhere, anywhere else.
,.-~*´¨¯¨`*·~-.,.-~*´¨¯¨`*·~-.,.-~*´¨¯¨`*·~-.,
Chapter 3 ~ If it’s too loud, cover your ears or ask the other person to be quiet.
preparation (noun/adjective) - the activity or process of making something ready or of
becoming ready for something
synonyms:

planning, research, groundwork, arrangement

p. 35 ~ She used to have an office downtown, but David got kicked out of day care, so
now she runs her tax-preparation business from our spare bedroom.
.,.-~*´¨¯¨`*·~-.,.-~*´¨¯¨`*·~-.,.-~*´¨¯¨`*·~-.,
Chapter 4 ~ Sometimes you’ve gotta work with what you’ve got.
evaluate (verb) - to judge the value or condition of (someone or something) in a careful
and thoughtful way
evaluation (noun)
synonyms:

assess, appraise, gage, estimate, calculate, value, weigh

p. 48 ~ “Good, because we’re going to have fun today.” The therapist turns to Mrs.
Morehouse and adds, “It’s time for evaluations. Why don’t you come with us, and I’ll
show you what I have in mind.”
Jason tilts his head toward me, his hand moving slyly across his book. Stupid. Speech.
Woman.
.,.-~*´¨¯¨`*·~-.,.-~*´¨¯¨`*·~-.,.-~*´¨¯¨`*·~-.,
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The unit contains a 12-page practice book for 22 focus words.
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Chapters 21-22 [blistering and related]

Chapters 1-2 [advisory and wharf]

Read these definitions of related.
a. connected by family ties
b. to understand and like or have sympathy for
someone or something

Read these definitions of advisory.

Determine which definition is used in each of the
sentences below. Write a or b in the blanks to show your
answer.
1. ______ I went through the same thing, so I can
relate to your feelings.
2. ______ He sings songs people can relate to.
3. ______ I am related to a famous author.

1. ______ The man attended a meeting of the advisory
board.
2. ______ We heard a weather advisory saying it is
supposed to snow tonight.
3. ______ The traffic advisory said to avoid 5th Street.

4. Circle the word that does not belong.
gushing

blistering

intense

a. having the power or right to make suggestions
about what should be done : able to give advice to
force (someone) to leave a place or situation
b. a report that gives information or a warning about
something
Determine which definition is used in each of the
sentences below. Write a or b in the blank to show
your answer.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

severe

2. Circle five words in the box that are synonyms or closely
related to the word wharf.

5. Fill in the blanks with forms of blister and relate.
You can tell we are _______________________ to one
another by our light complexion. We both break out in
_______________________

when

we

stay

in

the

_______________________ heat for too long.
6. Draw a picture of blistering heat.

pier

station

inlet

jetty

deep-sea

bank

dock

waterfront

waves

landing stage

3. Write a sentence using the word wharf.
____________________________________________
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__________________________________
Page 1
~ Page 8 © Gay Miller ~

Chapters 21-22 [blistering and related]

Chapters 1-2 [advisory and wharf]

Read these definitions of related.
a. connected by family ties
b. to understand and like or have sympathy for
someone or something

Read these definitions of advisory.

Determine which definition is used in each of the
sentences below. Write a or b in the blanks to show your
answer.
1. ___b_____ I went through the same thing, so I can
relate to your feelings.
2. ___b_____ He sings songs people can relate to.
3. ___a_____ I am related to a famous author.

1. __a___ The man attended a meeting of the advisory
board.
2. __b___ We heard a weather advisory saying it is
supposed to snow tonight.
3. __b___ The traffic advisory said to avoid 5th Street.

4. Circle the word that does not belong.
gushing

blistering

intense

a. having the power or right to make suggestions
about what should be done : able to give advice to
force (someone) to leave a place or situation
b. a report that gives information or a warning about
something
Determine which definition is used in each of the
sentences below. Write a or b in the blank to show
your answer.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

severe

4. Circle five words in the box that are synonyms or
closely related to the word wharf.

5. Fill in the blanks with forms of blister and relate.
You can tell we are ____related____ to one another by
our light complexion. We both break out in ___blisters___
when we stay in the ______blistering_____ heat for too
long.
6. Draw a picture of blistering heat.

pier

station

inlet

jetty

deep-sea

bank

dock

waterfront

waves

landing stage

5. Write a sentence using the word wharf.
____________________________________________
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Comprehension
This section contains a one page printable comprehension
practice for each reading selection. The chart below is the key
to the types of questions for the comprehension questions. The
section also contains constructed response exercises. The
constructed response pages that are chapter specific list the
chapters they should be used with. If chapter numbers are not
listed the questions are flexible and may be used at different
points in the story.
If you would like to read just one chapter a day in place of two,
students can complete the writing exercises after reading the
odd numbered chapters and answer the comprehension
questions after reading the even numbered chapters.

Types of Questions Key
detail / inference
main idea /
summarizing / theme
character/ setting /
plot / events
word meaning /
figurative language
text structure
point of view
different forms of the
same story
compare and contrast
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Option 1
Have students use the graphic organizer for notes. Notice the notes are not in complete
sentences. Glue the organizer to the left side of the notebook page. On the right side of
the notebook, students use the notes to write the details in paragraph form.

Option 2
Students complete
the organizer by
writing complete
sentences.
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Character Traits - Catherine




Setting

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.3.10

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.3.9

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.3.7

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.3.6



Point of View

Responding to Text

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.3.5

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.3.4

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.3.3

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.3.2

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.3.1

3rd Grade











Course of Action



Figurative Language






Summarizing





Problem and Solution Chain





Catherine’s Strengths and Weaknesses





Comparing Characters





Cause and Effect



Comparing Books






Figurative Language






Theme





Plot Development
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Character Traits - Catherine




Setting

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.10

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.9

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.7

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.6



Point of View
Responding to Text

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.5

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.4

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.3

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.2

4 Grade

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.1

th











Course of Action



Figurative Language






Summarizing





Problem and Solution Chain





Catherine’s Strengths and Weaknesses





Comparing Characters





Cause and Effect



Comparing Books






Figurative Language






Theme





Plot Development
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Character Traits - Catherine




Setting

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.10

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.9

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.7

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.6



Point of View

Responding to Text

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.5

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.4

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.3

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.2

5 Grade

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.1

th











Course of Action



Figurative Language






Summarizing





Problem and Solution Chain





Catherine’s Strengths and Weaknesses





Comparing Characters





Cause and Effect



Comparing Books






Figurative Language






Theme





Plot Development
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Rules ~ Chapters 1-2
2. How does the reader know Rules is told in 1st
person point of view?

1. The main idea of Chapters 1-2 is ---.
a.
b.
c.
d.

Catherine wishes for a new friend.
David wants to go to the video store.
Catherine draws a picture of Jason.
Catherine goes with her autistic brother
to occupational therapy.

a. The narrator uses pronouns like I, me, and
my.
b. Only the thoughts of David are told.
c. The narrator uses pronouns like he, she, it,
and they.
d. The narrator tells the story to another
character using the word 'you.'

3. Read this passage from Chapter 1.

4. Which word best describes Catherine?
a.
b.
c.
d.

David stands with his sneaker toes on the top
step, like it’s a diving board and he’s choosing
whether to jump.
Which type of figurative language is used?
a. metaphor
b. personification
c. alliteration
d. simile
5. Read this passage from Chapter 1.

uninterested
impolite
lonely
hesitant

6. Match each cause to its effect.

The right answer would be “maybe,” but David
only wants surefire answers: “yes” and “no”
and “Wednesday at two o’clock,” but never
“maybe” or “it depends” or worst of all, “I don’t
know.”

a) David screams.

____ Catherine tells
David maybe.

b) Quarrels end in David
crying.

____ There’s no pill for c) Catherine goes to
David.
therapy with David.

What does surefire most likely mean?
a. doubtful
b. guaranteed
c. maybe
d. terrible
7. Name two ways David and Jason are different

____ Melissa is in
California.

____ Catherine wants
alone time with her
mom.

d) Catherine hopes to
be friends with her
new neighbor.

and two ways they are alike.

Different

Alike

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________
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Rules ~ Chapters 1-2
1. The main idea of Chapters 1-2 is ---.
a.
b.
c.
d.

Catherine wishes for a new friend.
David wants to go to the video store.
Catherine draws a picture of Jason.
Catherine goes with her autistic brother
to occupational therapy.

3. Read this passage from Chapter 1.

2. How does the reader know Rules is told in 1st
person point of view?
a. The narrator uses pronouns like I, me, and
my.
b. Only the thoughts of David are told.
c. The narrator uses pronouns like he, she, it,
and they.
d. The narrator tells the story to another
character using the word 'you.'
4. Which word best describes Catherine?

David stands with his sneaker toes on the top
step, like it’s a diving board and he’s choosing
whether to jump.

a.
b.
c.
d.

Which type of figurative language is used?
a. metaphor
b. personification
c. alliteration
d. simile
5. Read this passage from Chapter 1.

uninterested
impolite
lonely
hesitant

6. Match each cause to its effect.

The right answer would be “maybe,” but David
only wants surefire answers: “yes” and “no”
and “Wednesday at two o’clock,” but never
“maybe” or “it depends” or worst of all, “I don’t
know.”
What does surefire most likely mean?
a. doubtful
b. guaranteed
c. maybe
d. terrible
7. Name two ways David and Jason are different

_d__ Melissa is in
California.

a) David screams.

_a__ Catherine tells
David maybe.

b) Quarrels end in David
crying.

_b__ There’s no pill for
David.

c) Catherine goes to
therapy with David.

_c__ Catherine wants
alone time with her
mom.

d) Catherine hopes to be
friends with her new
neighbor.

and two ways they are alike.

Different

Alike

Jason talks with a communication board while
David is vocal.

Both go to therapy at the same clinic. David
goes for occupational therapy, and Jason
goes for speech therapy.

Both David and Jason become upset easily.
David is eight years old. Jason is fourteen or Jason became upset because he wanted a
fifteen.
guitar. David becomes upset because he
wants to go to the video store.
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Constructed Response – Character Traits ~ Catherine
List four character traits of Catherine. Then list proof from text for each trait.
Trait

Trait

__________________________________

__________________________________

Proof
__________________________________

Catherine

Proof
____________________________________

__________________________________

____________________________________

__________________________________

____________________________________

__________________________________

____________________________________

__________________________________

___________________________________

Trait

Trait

__________________________________

___________________________________

Proof

Proof

__________________________________

___________________________________

__________________________________

___________________________________

__________________________________

___________________________________

__________________________________

___________________________________

__________________________________

___________________________________

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.3 Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of
events
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts,
words, or actions).
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how
characters interact).
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Constructed Response – Character Traits ~ Catherine
List four character traits of Catherine. Then list proof from text for each trait.

Trait
Sensitive
Proof
But there’s no pill, and our quarrels fray
instead of knot, always ending in him
crying and me sorry for hurting him over
something he can’t help.

Trait

Catherine

Drawing Helps Catherine Form Opinions

Proof
Sometime I can change how I feel about
something by drawing it...I solved my hating
snakes by drawing their scales...

Trait

Trait

Polite

Typical 12 Year Old Girl

Proof
I don’t know what’s wrong with Jason, and
it doesn’t seem polite to ask. Whatever it
is, though, it’s something big.

Proof
The girl next door and I can do all my
favorite summer things together: swimming
at the pond, watching TV, and riding bikes.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.3 Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) and explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of
events
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts,
words, or actions).
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how
characters interact).
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Language
Arts
Day 1

To/Too/Two Organizer and Practice

Day 2

There/Their/They’re Organizer and Practice

Day 3

Context Clues Organizers

Day 4

Context Clues Task Cards

Day 5

Common Core Standards for Descriptive Writing

Day 6

Complete Sentences and Sentence Fragments

Day 7

Correcting Run-on Sentences

Day 8

Expanding Short Sentences with Adjectives and Adverbs
Organizer

Day 9

Limiting and Descriptive Adjectives Organizer

Day 10

Adjective and Adverb Practice

Day 11

What is Vivid Imagery?

Day 12

Comparing and Evaluating Literature for Vivid Imagery
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Confusing Words
3rd Grade

4th Grade

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.2.G
Consult reference materials,
including beginning dictionaries, as
needed to check and correct
spellings.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.1.G
Correctly use frequently confused
words (e.g., to, too, two; there,
their).*

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.4.D
Use glossaries or beginning
dictionaries, both print and digital,
to determine or clarify the precise
meaning of key words and
phrases.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.4.C
Consult reference materials (e.g.,
dictionaries, glossaries,
thesauruses), both print and
digital, to find the pronunciation
and determine or clarify the
precise meaning of key words and
phrases.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.5.4.C
Consult reference materials (e.g.,
dictionaries, glossaries,
thesauruses), both print and
digital, to find the pronunciation
and determine or clarify the
precise meaning of key words and
phrases.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.5.C
Demonstrate understanding of
words by relating them to their
opposites (antonyms) and to words
with similar but not identical
meanings (synonyms).

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.5.5.C
Use the relationship between
particular words (e.g., synonyms,
antonyms, homographs) to better
understand each of the words.

Organizer


Three versions of the
organizer are offered.



Print the organizer onto
colored paper.



Students will fill in the
missing information in
the blank spaces.

To make the organizer, trim
around the four edges on
the lines indicated. Fold the
page in half vertically on
the dotted lines. Cut on the
lines indicated on the inside
of the organizer, up to the
fold so that the organizer
opens with three flaps.
The two organizers will fit
side-by-side on the same
page
in
an
interactive
notebook.
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5th Grade

Context Clues Common Core Alignment
3rd Grade

4th Grade

5th Grade

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.4.A
Use sentence-level context as a
clue to the meaning of a word
or phrase.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.4.A
Use context (e.g., definitions,
examples, or restatements in
text) as a clue to the meaning
of a word or phrase.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.5.4.a
Use context (e.g., cause/effect
relationships and comparisons in text)
as a clue to the meaning of a word or
phrase.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.5.5.c
Use the relationship between
particular words (e.g., synonyms,
antonyms, homographs) to better
understand each of the words.

Context Clues Organizers
Three organizers are offered. The first contains 4 context clue types, the second
contains 6 context clue types, and the third contains 8 context clues types.
The organizers come in three versions:




The first has lines where students write definitions and sample sentences.
The second copy of the organizer includes the definitions with key words
missing for students to fill in. Students must also write definitions and
sample sentences.
The third copy is completed. It may be used as an answer key, as a
sample for students to follow, for differentiated instructions, or for
students who were absent.

Instructions for Making the Organizer
1) Print the organizer on colored

paper.
2) Have students trim around the
four sides of the organizer on the
bold lines.
3) Fold on the dotted lines and cut
on the solid lines to form six flaps.
4) After discussing the types of
context clues, have students write
a definition and a sample sentence
for each type on the lines
provided.
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Context Clues
Sentences in this activity come from Chapters 1-7.
Instructions for Making the Cards
1. Print the question cards onto heavy weight paper or cardstock.
2. Laminate for repeated use.
3. Cut the cards apart.

Answer Key
1. c) say no
2. d) delicate
3. b) house seller
4. c) excited
5. d) fake
6. c) difficult
7. c) strong
8. a) hall
9. a) greeter
10. a) plastic material
11. d) squirms
12. a) unruly
13. c) looking down
14. c) suppose
15. a) frowns
16. d) jump
17. c) push
18. a) was firm
19. b) copied
20. a) tapping
21. d) drugstore
22. c) have enough money
23. d) customer
24. a) distract
25. b) take-off
26. d) frowns
27. a) walking
28. b) annoys
29. c) floor covering
30. c) wiggling
31. c) calms
32. b) jump
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Sentences

Adjectives and Adverbs

Descriptive Writing

Common Core Standard for Writing a
Descriptive Paragraph
3rd Grade

4th Grade

5th Grade

CCSS.ELALITERACY.W.3.3.B
Use
dialogue
and
descriptions
of
actions,
thoughts, and feelings to
develop experiences and
events
or
show
the
response of characters to
situations.

CCSS.ELALITERACY.W.4.3.B
Use
dialogue
and
description
to
develop
experiences and events or
show the responses of
characters to situations.

CCSS.ELALITERACY.W.5.3.B
Use narrative techniques,
such
as
dialogue,
description, and pacing, to
develop experiences and
events
or
show
the
responses of characters to
situations.
CCSS.ELALITERACY.W.5.3.D
Use concrete words and
phrases
and
sensory
details
to
convey
experiences and events
precisely.

CCSS.ELALITERACY.L.3.1.A
Explain the function of
nouns, pronouns, verbs,
adjectives, and adverbs in
general and their functions
in particular sentences.
CCSS.ELALITERACY.L.3.1.G
Form and use comparative
and superlative adjectives
and adverbs, and choose
between them depending
on what is to be modified.
CCSS.ELALITERACY.L.3.1.I
Produce simple, compound,
and complex sentences.

CCSS.ELALITERACY.W.4.3.D
Use concrete words and
phrases
and
sensory
details
to
convey
experiences and events
precisely.
CCSS.ELALITERACY.L.4.1.D
Order
adjectives
within
sentences
according
to
conventional
patterns
(e.g., a
small
red
bag rather than a red small
bag).

CCSS.ELALITERACY.L.4.1.F
Produce
complete
sentences, recognizing and
correcting
inappropriate
fragments and run-ons.*
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Complete Sentences and Sentence Fragments
Organizer ~Independent and Dependent Clauses
Two copies of this organizer may be found on each page to prevent wasting paper
and copies.
Three versions of the organizer are offered:
Version #1 - one with blanks for students to write the definitions and samples
Version #2 - one with key words missing from the definitions ~ Students must
also write definitions and sample sentences.
Version #3 - one with the answers provided ~ The third copy of the organizer
may be used as an answer key, for differentiated instruction, for students who
were absent during instruction, or if you wish for the students to have the
organizer already completed.

Directions for Making the Organizer
 After printing trim the extra from the edges.
 To make the organizer, students fold the organizer in half vertically and cut

on the solid line between the definitions.
 Complete the missing information inside the organizer.
 Have the students label the flaps.
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Correcting Run-on Sentences
Organizer ~ Ways to Correct Run-on Sentences
Three versions of the organizer are offered:
Version #1 - one with blanks for students to write the definitions and samples
Version #2 - one with key words missing from the definitions ~ Students must
also write definitions and sample sentences.
Version #3 - one with the answers provided ~ The third copy of the organizer
may be used as an answer key, for differentiated instruction, for students who
were absent during instruction, or if you wish for the students to have the
organizer already completed.

Directions for Making the Organizer
 After printing trim the extra from the edges.
 To make the organizer, students fold the organizer in half vertically and cut

on the solid line between the definitions.
 Have the students label the flaps.
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Expanding Short Sentences with Adjectives and Adverb
Two different versions of this organizer are provided. The first has lines where students
write definitions and examples. The second version is completed with the exception
of sample sentences. The second version may be used as an answer key, as a
sample for students to follow, for differentiated instructions, or for students who
were absent.
Instructions for Making the Organizers
1) Print the organizer on colored paper.
2) Have students trim around the four sides of the organizer on the bold lines.
3) Fold on the dotted line and cut on the solid lines to form two flaps.
4) Have students complete missing information.
5) Label the flaps.
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Adjectives and Adverb
Two Flap
Two versions of this organizer are provided depending on the needs of your
students.
 Students will list types of adjectives.
 The second copy of the organizer may be used as an answer key, for
differentiated instruction, for students who were absent during instruction, or
if you wish for the students to have the sentences already completed.
Instructions:
Copy the organizer onto colored paper.
2) Trim the outer edges so the organizer will fit into interactive notebooks.
3) Have students fold the organizer on the dotted lines and cut on the solid line.
4) Students will complete the organizer by filling in the missing information.
1)
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What is Vivid Imagery?
Foldable Graphic Organizers
Three versions of the organizer are offered:
Version #1 - one with blanks for students to write the definitions and samples
Version #2 - one with key words missing from the definitions ~ Students must
also write definitions and sample sentences.
Version #3 - one with the answers provided ~ The third copy of the organizer
may be used as an answer key, for differentiated instruction, for students who
were absent during instruction, or if you wish for the students to have the
organizer already completed.
Instructions for Making the Organizer
1) Print the organizer on colored paper.
2) Have students trim around the four sides of the organizer on the bold lines.
3) Fold on the dotted lines and cut on the solid lines to form flaps.
4) Complete the missing information and label the outside of each flap.
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Comparing and Evaluating Literature for Vivid Imagery
On the next page you will find excerpts from Rules and Sarah, Plain and Tall. These
excerpts both describe the Maine shore. Students will evaluate these two passages using
the forms provided. This exercise is a learning tool. By evaluating two expert samples of
writing, students will have a better understanding of what their writing should include.

The Materials
#1 Descriptive Words
Depending of the level of your students, you may wish completing this form to be a
whole class, small group, or individual activity. Students will need a good knowledge of
grammar to pick out the active verbs, adjectives, and adverbs.

#2 Evaluating the Excerpt
This set of questions is designed to evaluate one writing passage. It is included
so you will be able to turn the phrases on the “Comparing Two Excerpts” into
questions. It may also be used to evaluate students’ writings.
#3 Comparing Two Excerpts
This form contains the same categories as the “Evaluating the Excerpt” printable. The
“questions” are listed as phrases to provide as much room as possible for students to
write answers.
Students can use the “Descriptive Words” form to help answer the questions on the
“Comparing Two Excerpts” form. Here again this may be a whole class, small group, or
individual activity.
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Figurative Language Common Core Alignment
3rd Grade

4th Grade

5th Grade

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.4
Determine the meaning of
words and phrases as they
are used in a text, including
figurative language such as
metaphors and similes.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.5
Demonstrate understanding
of figurative language, word
relationships and nuances in
word meanings.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.5
Demonstrate understanding
of figurative language, word
relationships, and nuances
in word meanings.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.5.5
Demonstrate understanding
of figurative language, word
relationships, and nuances
in word meanings.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.5.A
Distinguish the literal and
nonliteral meanings of
words and phrases in
context (e.g., take steps).

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.5.A
Explain the meaning of
simple similes and
metaphors (e.g., as pretty
as a picture) in context.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.5.5a
Interpret figurative
language, including similes
and metaphors, in context.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.5.B
Recognize and explain the
meaning of common idioms,
adages, and proverbs.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.5.5.b
Recognize and explain the
meaning of common idioms,
adages, and proverbs.

Three versions of the organizer are offered:
Version #1 - one with blanks for students to write the definitions and samples
Version #2 - one with key words missing from the definitions ~ Students write
samples
Version #3 - one with the answers provided ~ The third copy of the organizer may
be used as an answer key, for differentiated instruction, for students who were
absent during instruction, or if you wish for the students to have the organizer
already completed.
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Figurative Language Organizers
Three Door Flip


Print the organizer onto colored paper.



Students will fill in the missing information in the blank spaces.



To make the organizer, trim around the four edges on the lines indicated. Fold the
page in half vertically on the dotted lines. Cut on the lines indicated on the inside
of the organizer, up to the fold so that the organizer opens with three flaps.

Page | 31 Unit Created by Gay Miller

If you like this unit, you might also like some on the following book units found at Teachers Pay Teachers:
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Font
Walk in the Park Dotty Font

Clipart
Microsoft
Office
Clipart
Gallery
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Teachers Pay
Teachers
http://www.teachersp
ayteachers.com/Store
/Gay-Miller

Visit my
website at
http://bookunitsteac
her.com/

Visit me on
Pinterest at
http://www.pinterest
.com/lindagaymiller/
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