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Which version of this unit do I need? 
Version 
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Resources 

Vocabulary 

Practice 
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Prisoner B-3087 

Digital + 

Printable       

Prisoner B-3087 

Printable      

On the following pages, you will see snapshot examples for 

Prisoner B-3087 Digital + Printable Novel Study.  
 

Be sure to look closely to see which version works best for your needs. 



WORD LIST 
Students practice with two 
focus words for each reading 

selection. A wordlist with 
definitions, synonyms, and 
sample sentences from the 
story is included. 

VOCABULARY 
BOOKMARKS 

TEST WITH ANSWER KEY WORD CARDS PRACTICE BOOK 

VOCABULARY RESOURCES 



Digital vocabulary 

practice is provided 

though Boom Learning 

Decks. 

PRINTABLE & DIGITAL VOCABULARY 



15 COMPREHENSION CHECKS 
Digital comprehension questions are 

provided though Boom Learning Decks. 



17 Constructed  
Response Questions 

Digital writing prompts are provided 

through Google Slides. 

 
. 



 

I will be using this for the second year. I absolutely 

love all of the activities. The amount of work and 

effort put into creating this unit is beyond my 

comprehension. Buy it!!!! 

— Mary Ruth L. 

 

This packet was just what we needed to focus on the primary 

lessons from the book. My student is a good reader and deep 

thinker, but struggles with making his writing clear and 

interesting. The packet helped me with sequentially reviewing 

the book. 

—  Kathleen F. 

 

This is one of the best literary units I have purchased. 

We truly enjoyed doing all the activities. I had never 

read Prisoner B-3087 and was reading it as my 

students did so this was truly a lifesaver. Thank you! 

—  Special Ed for Everyone 

 

Another solid book unit from Gay Miller! She is my go-to for book 

units because they are always so comprehensive. My students 

and I really enjoyed the extra primary and secondary sources for 

learning more about the history of the Holocaust. 

— Deziree W. 

 

My students were highly engaged in the thought-

provoking constructed responses that were 

presented in this collection. I didn't get to use all of 

this because there are so many quality activities 

included! This one product could lead us through an 

entire semester. Due to students coming and going 

with quarantine, it was nice to be able to create a 

"packet" of resources that they could have to follow 

along with at home. The activities followed a routine 

for each section, but it did not grow old. 

Engagement was high! 

— Laurel M. 

 

This is one of the best novel studies that I have found in my 26 

years of teaching. The kids are very engaged and are learning 

so much! These are reluctant readers and it has been very good 

for them! 

— Susan H. 

 

This resource has a variety of activities at different DOK levels. It is 

easy to use, well organized, and it has been a huge help to me 

while teaching this novel. I especially love the constructed 

response activities and the comprehensive answer keys. 

—  Carissa N 



SKILL LESSONS 
 

 

 
. 

Writing a 
Biography 

Context 
Clues 



What are Boom Cards? 
 
 

 
Boom Cards are digital task cards that students play on the Boom 

Learning Website.  

 

They…  

 are fully digital – require no printing, paper, ink, etc. 

 may be used on all modern browsers 

 are played on devices connected to the Internet 

 can be used for student practice at no cost to you 

 

When you purchase this novel study from TPT, you will receive 

special links to these Boom Cards. When you click on one of these 

links, you will be asked to sign into your account or create a free 

account at the Boom Learning Website. The special links in the paid 

resource let the Boom Learning site know you have purchased the 

deck. When you click the link, Boom Learning sends the Boom Deck 

to your Boom Library, so your students can access them. Students 

can play for free or data will be tracked for you with the Boom 

Learning Paid Subscription. 

Click here for a playable 

preview on Boom Learning. 

https://wow.boomlearning.com/store/bundle/rC9vMQkLfFTXonyZL
https://wow.boomlearning.com/store/bundle/rC9vMQkLfFTXonyZL


Boom Learning Card Examples 
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On the next pages, you will find the following pages  

from the unit including: 
 

• Table of Contents  for the Digital + Printable Version 

• Lesson Plans at a Glance  for the Full Unit 

 

FREE SAMPLE PAGES 

 

The First Reading Selection plus Answer Keys  

(These pages are found in all versions of this unit.)  

• Vocabulary Practice 

• Comprehension Questions 

• Constructed Response Writing Prompt 

(with and without the Common Core 

Standards) 

 

 
 

Are you wondering what other novel 

studies I have available? You can see 

the complete list here. 
  

https://bookunitsteacher.com/wp/?page_id=4673
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Lesson Plans at a Glance 
Read Vocabulary Vocabulary 
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Book 

Practice Constructed 

Response 
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Skill Practice 

Kraków,Poland  

Chapters 1-2 

fuehrer 

tureen 

Page 1 Chapters 1-2 Settings Figurative 

Language 

Kraków,Poland  

Chapters 3-4 

ghetto 

mercenary 

Page 2 Chapters 3-4 Point of View Context Clues 

Organizers 

Kraków,Poland  

Chapters 5-6 

conduit 

accede 

 

Page 3 Chapters 5-6 Mood Context Clues 

Game 

Kraków,Poland  

Chapters 7-8 

liquidate 

fateful 

Page 4 Chapters 7-8 Sequence of 

Events 

Giving a One-

Minute 

Presentation 

Plaszów Concentration 

Camp  

Chapters 9-10 

meager 

putrid 

Page 5 Chapters 9-10 Character Traits 

of Yanek 

Selecting a 

Person to 

Research/ 

Giving a Short 

Presentation 

Plaszów Concentration 

Camp  

Chapters 11-12 

pact 

sustain 
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Action 
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to Create a 

Bibliography 

Wieliczka Salt Mine 

Chapter 13 

goad Page 7 Chapter 13 Comparing 

Stories 
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on an Outline 

Trzebinia Concentration 

Camp    

Chapters 14-15 

effrontery 

placard 
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Writing the 

Body 
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Chapters 23-24 
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Page 13 Chapters 23-24 Mood/Details 

 

Editing and 

Proofreading 
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Concentration Camp 

Gross-Rosen 

Concentration Camp 

Chapters 25-26 

guise 

abyss 

Page 14 Chapters 25-26 Summarizing 

Figurative 

Language 

Creating the 

Project 

Death March 

Chapters 27-28 

revolutionary 

unsanitary 

Page 15 Chapters 27-28 Theme 

Dachau Concentration 

Camp 

Munich 

Chapters  29-30 

steel 

reverent 

Page 16 Chapters  29-30 Character 

Change 

Plot 

Development 
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Chapters 29-30   [steel and reverent] 

 
1. Write two sentences using the word steel. Each 

sentence must use the word based on the definition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Circle six words in the box that are synonyms of 

reverent. 

conceited superior meek 

modest humble  self-important 

groveling  respectful  obliging 

big-headed proud egotistic 

 

3. Add vowels to the nonsense words to create 

vocabulary words from Chapters 11-30. 

nsntry ____________________ 

gs ____________________ 

rvrnt ____________________ 

rvltnry ____________________ 

srnd ____________________ 

rjvnt ____________________ 
 

Chapters 1-2 [fuehrer and tureen] 

 
1. Circle six words in the box that are synonyms of 

fuehrer. 

tyrant  democrat totalitarian  

representative dictator  authoritarian  

self-ruled absolute ruler classless 

elected tyrannical leader delegate 

 

2. Draw a picture of a tureen. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

3. Is tureen used correctly in the sentences? 

True or False 

________ He dipped the ladle into the soup tureen and 

filled up his bowl. 
________ Pour the stew into the large tureen. 
________ The mechanic took the tureen off the car. 

________ A great tureen of chicken and dumplings awaits 
the hungry hikers.  

________ All newspapers in town will tureen the 
announcement. 

Page 16 Page 1 

a hard, strong 
metal made from 
iron mixed with 

carbon 

to prepare for 
something difficult; 

make strong or 
brave 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

___ _________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________ 
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Chapters 29-30   [steel and reverent] 

 
1. Write two sentences using the word steel. Each 

sentence must use the word based on the definition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Circle six words in the box that are synonyms of 
reverent. 

conceited superior meek 

modest humble  self-important 

groveling  respectful  obliging 

big-headed proud egotistic 

 

3. Add vowels to the nonsense words to create 

vocabulary words from Chapters 11-30. 

nsntry ____unsanitary_________ 

gs ____guise ____________ 

rvrnt ____reverent __________ 

rvltnry ____revolutionary ______ 

srnd ____serenade _________ 

rjvnt ____rejuvenate________ 
 

Chapters 1-2 [fuehrer and tureen] 

 
1. Circle six words in the box that are synonyms of 

fuehrer. 

tyrant  democrat totalitarian  

representative dictator  authoritarian  

self-ruled absolute ruler classless 

elected tyrannical leader delegate 

 

2. Draw a picture of a tureen. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

3. Is tureen used correctly in the sentences? 

True or False 

_____T_____ He dipped the ladle into the soup tureen and 

filled up his bowl. 
_____T_____ Pour the stew into the large tureen. 

_____F_____ The mechanic took the tureen off the car. 
_____T_____ A great tureen of chicken and dumplings 

awaits the hungry hikers.  

_____F_____ All newspapers in town will tureen the 
announcement. 

Page 16 Page 1 

a hard, strong 
metal made from 
iron mixed with 

carbon 

to prepare for 
something difficult; 

make strong or 
brave 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

___ _________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________ 
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Prisoner B-3087 ~ Chapters 1-2 

1. The story is told from which point of view? 

a. 1st person told by Yanek 

b. 1st person alternating perspectives between 
chapters 

c. 3rd  person limited to Yanek 
d. 3rd  person alternating perspectives between 

chapters 

2. Which word best describes Yanek? 
 

a. friendly 
b. bully 
c. inventive 

d. dare devil 

3. Which genre is Prisoner B-3087? Check one 
from each row. 

____ fiction OR ____ drama 

____ action  OR ____ prose 

____  fantasy OR ____ realistic 

____ historical OR ____   journal 

____   western OR ____ military 

 

4. Read this passage from Chapter 2. 

They marched in their smart gray uniforms with 
their legs locked straight and thrown out in front 

of them the way ducks walk. 

Which type of figurative language is used? 

a. onomatopoeia  

b. personification  

c. metaphor 

d. hyperbole 

5.  Sequence the following events in order. 

____ The radio announcer interrupts the 
broadcast. 

____ The synagogue catches on fire. 
____ Yanek’s family eats a meal. 

____ The Germans bomb Yanek’s town of 
Kraków. 
____ Yanek entertains his family with a shadow-

puppet show. 
____ Jews are not allowed to attend school. 

6. Complete the chart to describe the setting. 

City, 

Country 

 

Year  

Major 

Historical 

Event 

Taking 

Place 

 

 

7. Which passage best shows how the Germans 

mistreated the Jews? 

a. If I had known what the next six years of 

my life were going to be like, I would have 
eaten more.  

b. “Ladies and gentlemen, we interrupt this 
broadcast with the news that the German 
army has reached Kraków.” 

c. “And armbands. Armbands with the Star of 
David on them!” Uncle Moshe said. “They 

are marking us. Branding us like the cattle 
in those American pictures Yanek likes so 
much! 

d. A German officer stood over him, his pistol 

still aimed at the dead man. — “Jews are 

reminded that under the new rules, anyone 

caught outside their homes after curfew 

will be shot on sight!” the officer yelled. 

8. What physical feature does Yanek have that 

makes him “look like a movie star?” 

a. dark blond hair 

b. dark beady eyes 
c. red hair  

d. drooping eyelids 
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Constructed Response – Setting  
Complete the chart to explain the importance of the setting of Prisoner B-3087. 

 
 
 
 
 

Locations Where the Story Takes Place                                                                                                                                    

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 

Importance of the Setting     

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

What is Taking Place in this Location?                                                                                                                                      

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

 

 

                Mood - Atmosphere of the Setting 

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 

 

Setting 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or 
drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how characters interact). 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.3 Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of 
episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution.  
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.3 Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how 
setting shapes the characters or plot). 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/5/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/6/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/7/3/
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Prisoner B-3087 ~ Chapters 1-2 (Answer Key) 

1. The story is told from which point of view? 

a. 1st person told by Yanek 

b. 1st person alternating perspectives between 
chapters 

c. 3rd  person limited to Yanek 
d. 3rd  person alternating perspectives between 

chapters 

2. Which word best describes Yanek? 
 

a. friendly 
b. bully 
c. inventive 

d. dare devil 

3. Which genre is Prisoner B-3087? Check one 
from each row. 

____  fiction OR ____ drama 

____  action  OR ____ prose 

____  fantasy OR ____  realistic 

____  historical OR ____   journal 

____   western OR ____  military 

 

4. Read this passage from Chapter 2. 

They marched in their smart gray uniforms with 
their legs locked straight and thrown out in front 

of them the way ducks walk. 

Which type of figurative language is used? 

a. onomatopoeia  

b. personification  

c. metaphor 

d. hyperbole 

5.  Sequence the following events in order. 

__3____ The radio announcer interrupts the 

broadcast. 
__6____ The synagogue catches on fire. 
__1___Yanek’s family eats a meal. 

__4____ The Germans bomb Yanek’s town of 
Kraków. 

__2____ Yanek entertains his family with a 
shadow-puppet show. 

__5____ Jews are not allowed to attend school. 

6. Complete the chart to describe the setting. 

City, 

Country 

Kraków, Poland 

Year 1939 

Major 

Historica

l Event 

Taking 

Place 

Hitler’s army invades Poland. 
They immediately enforce a new 

set of rules by using violence. 

 

7. Which passage best shows how the Germans 

mistreated the Jews? 

a. If I had known what the next six years of 

my life were going to be like, I would have 
eaten more.  

b. “Ladies and gentlemen, we interrupt this 
broadcast with the news that the German 
army has reached Kraków.” 

c. “And armbands. Armbands with the Star of 
David on them!” Uncle Moshe said. “They 

are marking us. Branding us like the cattle 
in those American pictures Yanek likes so 
much! 

d. A German officer stood over him, his pistol 

still aimed at the dead man. — “Jews are 

reminded that under the new rules, anyone 

caught outside their homes after curfew 

will be shot on sight!” the officer yelled. 

8. What physical feature does Yanek have that 

makes him “look like a movie star?” 

a. dark blond hair 

b. dark beady eyes 
c. red hair  

d. drooping eyelids 
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Constructed Response – Setting (Answer Key) 

Complete the chart to explain the importance of the setting of Prisoner B-3087. 
 
 
 
 
 

Locations Where the Story Takes Place                                                                                                                                    

The main character, Yanek, lives in Kraków, Poland in the 
neighborhood of Podgórze. This is a district of Kraków near 
the Vistula River. 

He is close enough to hear the church bells from Wawel 
Cathedral.  

 
 
 
 
 

Importance of the Setting     

Yanek is Jewish. He lives in Poland during the German 
occupation of 1939. 

What is Taking Place in this Location?    

Hitler's army has just annexed Austria and Czechoslovakia. 
As the army moves into Poland, new rules are enforced. 
Yanek's family worries about their shops. If they close, the 

family will not have a means to support themselves. 
 

                Mood - Atmosphere of the Setting 

 

The mood is frightening. Yanek sees a Jewish man shot 

because he raced outside after curfew to put out a fire in the 
synagogue. 

The reader knows from the opening of the novel that things 
are going to grow hard for Yanek's family -- no 
toothbrushes, little food, and need for a bath. 

 

Setting 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or 
drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how characters interact). 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.3 Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of 
episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution.  
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.3 Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how 
setting shapes the characters or plot). 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/5/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/6/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/7/3/
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Addendum 
Constructed Response Questions 

without Common Core State Standards 

 
Important Update 

Originally 46 states adopted the Common Core State Standards. Many teachers 

have commented that they love having the standards on pages with constructed 

response writing prompts for accountability reasons. Now educational trends are 

changing. Many states have repealed Common Core and adopted their own 

state standards. To meet the needs of teachers both using and not using Common 

Core Standards, I have opted to provide the writing questions both with and 

without standards.  

To make creating a printable student packet easier, the comprehension and 

constructed response questions are both included in this section. 
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Prisoner B-3087 ~ Chapters 1-2 

1. The story is told from which point of view? 

a. 1st person told by Yanek 

b. 1st person alternating perspectives between 
chapters 

c. 3rd  person limited to Yanek 
d. 3rd  person alternating perspectives between 

chapters 

2. Which word best describes Yanek? 
 

a. friendly 
b. bully 
c. inventive 

d. dare devil 

3. Which genre is Prisoner B-3087? Check one 
from each row. 

____ fiction OR ____ drama 

____ action  OR ____ prose 

____  fantasy OR ____ realistic 

____ historical OR ____   journal 

____   western OR ____ military 

 

4. Read this passage from Chapter 2. 

They marched in their smart gray uniforms with 
their legs locked straight and thrown out in front 

of them the way ducks walk. 

Which type of figurative language is used? 

a. onomatopoeia  

b. personification  

c. metaphor 

d. hyperbole 

5.  Sequence the following events in order. 

____ The radio announcer interrupts the 
broadcast. 

____ The synagogue catches on fire. 
____ Yanek’s family eats a meal. 

____ The Germans bomb Yanek’s town of 
Kraków. 
____ Yanek entertains his family with a shadow-

puppet show. 
____ Jews are not allowed to attend school. 

6. Complete the chart to describe the setting. 

City, 

Country 

 

Year  

Major 

Historical 

Event 

Taking 

Place 

 

 

7. Which passage best shows how the Germans 

mistreated the Jews? 

a. If I had known what the next six years of 

my life were going to be like, I would have 
eaten more.  

b. “Ladies and gentlemen, we interrupt this 
broadcast with the news that the German 
army has reached Kraków.” 

c. “And armbands. Armbands with the Star of 
David on them!” Uncle Moshe said. “They are 

marking us. Branding us like the cattle in 
those American pictures Yanek likes so much! 

d. A German officer stood over him, his pistol 

still aimed at the dead man. — “Jews are 

reminded that under the new rules, anyone 

caught outside their homes after curfew will 

be shot on sight!” the officer yelled. 

8. What physical feature does Yanek have that 

makes him “look like a movie star?” 

a. dark blond hair 

b. dark beady eyes 
c. red hair  

d. drooping eyelids 
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Constructed Response – Setting  
Complete the chart to explain the importance of the setting of Prisoner B-3087. 

 
 
 
 
 

Locations Where the Story Takes Place                                                                                                                                    

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 

Importance of the Setting     

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________ 
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                Mood - Atmosphere of the Setting 
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Setting 
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Terms of Use 
• All rights reserved by Gay Miller. 

• This purchase includes a limited license for single 

classroom use only. You may utilize it for each 

student you serve.  

Product Don’ts 

• You may not upload this product to the Internet or 

store it in any public retrieval service of any kind 

outside of using it with your own students. 

• No part of the product may be altered for resell or 

distribution.  

• If you have any questions feel free to contact me 

at teachwithgaymiller@gmail.com. 
 

mailto:teachwithgaymiller@gmail.com
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Prisoner-B-3087-Novel-Study-Digital-Printable-Book-Unit-3688015?st=cb6be2e43f462515e05d7bc9cce0579e
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Check out my new YouTube channel. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-_FZxE6tyrk37q_IQIzTSQ
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