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Teacher Page - Chapter 24:. “Home Again”

Grammar Focus: Exclomations + Emotional Tone

Mentor Sentence

“And here is Toto, too. And oh, Aunt Em!I’'m so glad to be at home again!”

Point out how Baum uses exclamations (oh, Aunt Em! and so glad to be at home again!) to show Dorothy's
overwhelming joy.

Discuss how exclamation marks signal sfrong emotion and make dialogue feel more authentic.

Compare how the sentence would feel if written with a period instead of an exclamation mark (less emotional, more
flat).

Highlight that exclamations often appear in dialogue to capture a character’s voice and personality.
Mini Lesson
Exclamations show emotion. They don’t change grammar rules but add intensity.
Punctuation matters.

a period = calm or neutral fone

an exclamation point = strong emotion (joy, surprise, relief, fear)
Context shapes meaning. “I'm so glad!” feels different in a quiet reunion than in a loud celebration.
Exclamations add voice. They help readers hear the character’'s excitement, shock, or urgency.

Practice Prompt
Have students write a sentence that uses an exclamation to show strong emotion.

Prompt: Use this idea: | can’t believe it...
Example: | can't believe it! We actually made it to the fop of the mountain!

Teacher Tip

This short chapter is perfect for showing how punctuation alone can change tone. Encourage students to revisit their own
writing and revise one sentence by adding an exclamation to heighten emotion.
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Art/Closure Idea

Students draw two “windows”: one showing Kansas and one showing Oz, and then choose
where they'd want to live.
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Journey Through Oz with Candy Colors
1.
Give each student a small page of Skittles.

2. Students open their candy bags and sort by color. Small bags of Original Skittles
in the US contain the five classic flavors: grape, lemon, strawberry, green apple,
and orange. For this activity, the blue color of Munchkin County will be
represented by the orange candy.

3. On their map worksheet, students color each region of Oz with the correct candy

color.

4. For each color, students must connect their candies to events or characters from
that region.

Example:

If a student has three red candies, they must name 3 Quadling-related details (e.g., Glinda's palace, Hammer-
Heads, journey through the South).
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Understanding the Different Versions of The Wonderful Wizard of Oz Unit

There are four versions of this resource available in different places. The chart on the previous page gives a quick comparison.

The notes below provide additional clarity so you can choose the version that best matches your classroom needs.
Newsletter Opt-In Version Includes:

« vocabulary word list, cards, bookmarks

+ vocabulary mini practice booklet

+ sample page from end-of-unit vocabulary test

+ comprehension + constructed response (non-standardized version)

* no answer keys after Chapter 5

+ Google Slides for each chapter with full text + editable questions with Skill Lessons for Chapters 1-5

* no skill lessons included following Chapter 5

[Note: The newsletter opt-in includes everything for Chapters 1-5, so you can experience what the using the full unit is like.

Following Chapter 5, the following items are dropped:
* answer keys
+ skill lessons — both printable and Google Slides)
+ Boom Decks
Full TPT Unit Includes Everything Above PLUS:
« skill lessons for every chapter
« all vocabulary
+ all comprehension (two versions: with standards / without standards)
* review games, puzzles, and spiral practice every few chapters
+ full answer keys for the entire unit
+ Boom Learning decks for each chapter
+ expanded Google Slides (same structure as opt-in, but with added skill-lesson content)
Note:
The Full Unit does not include:
* mentor sentence packet

+ extra enrichment activities unique to the blog posts
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Terms of Use

All rights reserved by Gay Miller.

This purchase includes a limited license for single classroom
use only. You may utilize it for each student you serve.

You may not upload this product to the Internet or store it in
any public retrieval service of any kind outside of using it with
your own students.

No part of the product may be altered for resell or distribution.

If you have any questions feel free to contact me at
teachwithgaymiller@gmail.com.
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