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Thank you for downloading this 

preview of Matilda Book Unit. 
Other book units may be found 

at 
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Gay-Miller 
 

This packet contains graphic organizers for 
an interactive notebook and game activities 
covering vocabulary, constructed response 
writing, and skill practice. I hope your 
students enjoy a book study using the 
engaging method of using interactive 
notebooks. 
 
I have used the British spellings in quotes 
from the book. 
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Interest Level ~ Grades 3 – 5 

Grade level Equivalent: 5.2 

Lexile Measure®: 840L 
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Chapter 1 ~ The Reader of Books 

formidable (adjective) - exceptionally difficult; daunting 

synonyms: tough, arduous, challenging, forbidding, terrible, intimidating 

It was a formidable list and by now Mrs Phelps was filled with wonder and 

excitement, but it was probably a good thing that she did not allow herself to be 

completely carried away by it all. Almost anyone else witnessing the 

achievements of this small child would have been tempted to make a great fuss 

and shout the news all over the village and beyond, but not so Mrs Phelps. 

 

❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿ ❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤ 

 

Chapter 2 ~ Mr. Wormwood, the Great Car Dealer 

 

diddle (verb) - to cheat or swindle 

 

synonyms:  con, trick, double-cross, deceive, defraud, dupe, gyp 

 

"No one ever got rich being honest," the father said. 

 

"Customers are there to be diddled." 

 

❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿ ❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤ 

 

Chapter 3 ~ The Hat and the Superglue 

skulk  (verb) – to move about stealthily; sneak 

synonyms: lurk, creep, prowl, lie in wait 

"You'll just have to do without it, won't you," his wife told him. And later on, as she 

watched her skinny little husband skulking around the bedroom in his purple-

striped pyjamas with a pork-pie hat on his head, she thought how stupid he 

looked. Hardly the kind of man a wife dreams about, she told herself. 

 

❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿ ❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤ 
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Review 

 
Write a synonym for each of the following: 
 

1. peeved __________________ 

2. persever
ance 

__________________ 

3. underesti
mate 

__________________ 

4. bane __________________ 

5. devour __________________ 

6. gutsy __________________ 

7. exploit __________________ 

8. chaos __________________ 

9. appall __________________ 

Matching - Write the letter in each blank that matches 
the word to its synonym. 

10. _______  agreement 
a) vital 

11. _______  snippet b) cow 

12. _______  disrespectful c) snatch 

13.  _______  walk d) consent 

14. _______  riffle e) flip pages 

15. _______  bullied f) impertinent 

16. _______   necessary g) tread 

17. _______   comparative h) relative 

 

Chapters 1-2 [formidable and diddle] 

 
1. Circle six words in the box that are synonyms of 

formidable. 

 

tough trouble-free daunting 

forbidding challenging effortless 

uncomplicated painless difficult 

undemanding arduous simple 

 
2. Fill in the word web with synonyms for diddle as it is 

used in Matilda. 

3. Match additional meanings of the word diddle with its 
example. 

_______   to move 

back and forth with 
short rapid motions 

a) A day diddled away, and 

nothing to show for it! 

(Sir Walter Scott) 

_______   fritter 

one's time away 

b) Diddle the light switch to see if 

you can get the light to come on. 

_______   the sound 

of a fiddle 

c) The kids have been diddling 

with the controls on the TV 

again. 

_______   to toy; 

 fool around with 

d) Da-da-da 

dun-diddle 

dun-diddle 

un-diddle a da da  

(Alejandra Ribera) 

 

 Page 12 Page 1 

diddle 
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Review 

 
Write a synonym for each of the following: 
 

1. peeved annoyed 

2. perseverance determination 

3. underestimate undervalue 

4. bane nuisance 

5. devour consume 

6. gutsy courageous 

7. exploit heroic 

8. chaos disorder 

9. appall horror 

Matching - Write the letter in each blank that matches 
the word to its synonym. 

10. ___d___  agreement 
a) vital 

11. ___c____  snippet b) cow 

12. ___f____  disrespectful c) snatch 

13.  __g_____  walk d) consent 

14. ___e____  riffle e) flip pages 

15. ___b____  bullied f) impertinent 

16. ___a____  necessary g) tread 

17. ___h___ comparative h) relative 

 

Chapters 1-2 [formidable and diddle] 

 
1. Circle six words in the box that are synonyms of 

formidable. 

 

tough trouble-free daunting 

forbidding challenging effortless 

uncomplicated painless difficult 

undemanding arduous simple 

2. Fill in the word web with synonyms for diddle as it is 

used in Matilda. 

3. Match additional meanings of the word diddle with its 
example. 

___b__ to move back 
and forth with short rapid 
motions 

a) A day diddled away, and 

nothing to show for it! 

(Sir Walter Scott) 

___a__ fritter one's time 

away 

b) Diddle the light switch to see 

if you can get the light to 

come on. 

___d___ the sound of a 

fiddle 

c) The kids have been diddling 

with the controls on the TV 

again. 

___c___ to toy; fool 
around with 

d) Da-da-da 

dun-diddle 

dun-diddle 

un-diddle a da da  

(Alejandra Ribera) 

 

 

  

Page 12 Page 1   

diddle 

to cheat or swindle double cross 

deceive 

to move back and forth 
with short rapid 

motions 
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Comprehension 
 

This section contains a one page printable comprehension 

practice for each reading selection. The chart below is the key 

to the types of questions for the comprehension questions. The 

section also contains constructed responses exercises. The 

constructed response pages that are chapter specific list the 

chapters they should be used with. If chapter numbers are not 

listed the questions are flexible and may be used at different 

points in the story. 

Types of Questions Key 

detail / inference  

main idea / 
summarizing / theme 

 

character/ setting / 
plot / events 

 

word meaning / 
figurative language 

 

text structure  

point of view  

different forms of the 
same story 

 

compare and contrast  
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  Option 1 

Have students use the graphic organizer for notes. Notice the notes are not in complete 

sentences. Glue the organizer to the left side of the notebook page. On the right side of 

the notebook, students use the notes to write the details in paragraph form. 

Option 2 

Students fill in the 

organizers only.  
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Cars Arithmetic          

Chapters 5-6 ~ Comparing Characters ~ Wormwoods          

Chapters 7-8 ~ Comparing Characters - Inner Traits          

Chapters 7-8 ~ Outer Traits of Miss Honey          

Chapters 7-8 ~ Outer Traits of Miss Trunchbull          

Chapter 9 ~ Course of Action          

Chapter 10 ~ Mood          

Chapter 11-12 ~ Figurative Language          

Figurative Language          

Setting          

Chapter 16 ~ In Country Sleep by Dylan          

Comparing Characters ~ Miss Honey and Mr. Wormwood          
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Chapter 17 ~ Summarizing Timeline          

Chapter 20 ~ Point of View          
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3rd Grade 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/3/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/3/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/3/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/3/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/3/3/
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http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/3/10/
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Point of View          

Chapter 2 ~ Character Traits ~ Matilda          

Chapters 3-4 ~ Cause and Effect          

Cars Arithmetic          

Chapters 5-6 ~ Comparing Characters ~ Wormwoods          

Chapters 7-8 ~ Comparing Characters - Inner Traits          

Chapters 7-8 ~ Outer Traits of Miss Honey          

Chapters 7-8 ~ Outer Traits of Miss Trunchbull          

Chapter 9 ~ Course of Action          

Chapter 10 ~ Mood          

Chapter 11-12 ~ Figurative Language          

Figurative Language          

Setting          

Chapter 16 ~ In Country Sleep by Dylan          

Comparing Characters ~ Miss Honey and Mr. Wormwood          

Chapter 17 ~ Acrostic (Summarizing)          

Chapter 17 ~ Summarizing Timeline          

Chapter 20 ~ Point of View          

Meaning, Tone, and Beauty          

Comparing Visual or Oral Presentation to Text          

Chapter 21 ~ Problem and Solution Chain          

Full Book – Theme          

Full Book – Plot Development Chart          

Full Book ~ Comparing Book to the Movie          

4th Grade 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/#CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.1
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/#CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.1
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/#CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.2
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/#CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.2
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/#CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.3
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/#CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.3
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/#CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.4
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/#CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.4
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/#CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.5
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/#CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.5
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/#CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.6
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/#CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.6
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/#CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.7
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/#CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.7
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/#CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.9
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/#CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.9
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/#CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.10
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/#CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.10
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Point of View          
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Chapters 7-8 ~ Comparing Characters - Inner Traits          

Chapters 7-8 ~ Outer Traits of Miss Honey          

Chapters 7-8 ~ Outer Traits of Miss Trunchbull          

Chapter 9 ~ Course of Action          

Chapter 10 ~ Mood          

Chapter 11-12 ~ Figurative Language          

Figurative Language          

Setting          

Chapter 16 ~ In Country Sleep by Dylan          

Comparing Characters ~ Miss Honey and Mr. Wormwood          

Chapter 17 ~ Acrostic (Summarizing)          

Chapter 17 ~ Summarizing Timeline          

Chapter 20 ~ Point of View          

Meaning, Tone, and Beauty          

Comparing Visual or Oral Presentation to Text          

Chapter 21 ~ Problem and Solution Chain          

Full Book – Theme          

Full Book – Plot Development Chart          

Full Book ~ Comparing Book to the Movie          

5th Grade 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/5/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/5/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/5/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/5/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/5/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/5/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/5/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/5/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/5/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/5/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/5/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/5/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/5/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/5/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/5/9/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/5/9/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/5/10/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/5/10/
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Matilda ~ Chapters 1-2 

1. What does Mr. Wormwood mean when he 

says, You don't want me put in jug, do you? 

 
______________________________________

______________________________________ 

2. How does the reader know Chapter 1 is told 

in 1st person point of view? 

______________________________________

______________________________________ 

3. Which word best describes Matilda’s parents? 

a. self-centered 

b. matter-of-fact 
c. loving 

d. optimistic 

4. What does Matilda want more than anything 

else? 

 
a. to go to the library 
b. to have a different family 

c. to read great books 
d. to watch television 

5. The author uses a series of metaphors to 
describe students. Complete the chart. 

Comparison Insult Meaning 

Grasshoppers 
have hearing 
organs in their 

abdomens. 

Your child has 
___________ 
___________

___________ 

 

The cicada 

spends six 
years as a 

grub and six 
days as a free 
creature of 

sunlight.  

Your child 
hasn’t  

___________ 
___________
___________ 

 

Most of the 
iceberg is 

underwater. 

Your child has 

nothing  
___________

___________
__________ 

 

 

6. Why are some words italicized? 

 

By the time she was 
three, Matilda had 
taught herself to read 

by studying 
newspapers and 

magazines that lay 
around the house. 

 

I liked The Secret 
Garden best of all. It 
was full of mystery. 

 

 

7. List two ways the reader knows that this 

story takes place in 20th century. 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

8. Read this line from the end of Chapter 1. 

The books transported her into new worlds and 
introduced her to amazing people who lived 

exciting lives. 

 
Which type of figurative language does this line 
contain? 

 
a. simile 
b. metaphor 

c. personification 
d. alliteration 

What does the line mean? 

______________________________________ 
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Matilda ~ Chapters 1-2 

1. What does Mr. Wormwood mean when he 

says, You don't want me put in jug, do you? 

 
Mr. Wormwood is telling Michael to be quiet 
about his dishonest practices because he does 

think Michael wants him to go to prison. 

2. How does the reader know Chapter 1 is told 

in 1st person point of view? 

The narrator tells the reader what he would do 
as a teacher or as a parent using the pronoun I. 

3. Which word best describes Matilda’s parents? 

a. self-centered 

b. matter-of-fact 
c. loving 

d. optimistic 

4. What does Matilda want more than anything 

else? 

a. to go to the library 
b. to have a different family 
c. to read great books 

d. to watch television 

5. The author uses a series of metaphors to 
describe students. Complete the chart. 

Comparison Insult Meaning 

Grasshoppers 
have hearing 
organs in 

their 
abdomens. 

Your child has 
no hearing 

organs at all. 

Your child 
doesn’t listen. 

The cicada 
spends six 

years as a 
grub and six 
days as a free 

creature of 
sunlight.  

Your child 
hasn’t 

emerged from 
the chrysalis. 

Your child is 
immature. 

Your child 
isn’t learning. 

Most of the 
iceberg is 
underwater. 

Your child has 
nothing below 
the surface. 

Your child is 

not a thinker. 

 

6. Why are some words italicized? 

By the time she was 
three, Matilda had 

taught herself to read 
by studying 

newspapers and 
magazines that lay 
around the house. 

for emphasis 

I liked The Secret 
Garden best of all. It 

was full of mystery. 

title of a book 

 

7. List two ways the reader knows that this 

story takes place in 20th century. 

 TV dinners 
 television 
 car dealership 

 

8. Read this line from the end of Chapter 1. 

The books transported her into new worlds and 

introduced her to amazing people who lived 
exciting lives. 

Which type of figurative language does this line 

contain? 

 

a. simile 

b. metaphor 
c. personification 

d. alliteration 

What does the line mean? 

The books helped Matilda imagine she was in 

exciting places. 
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Point of View 

Point of View 

1st Person (One character 
tells the story. This character 
reveals only personal 
thoughts and feelings of 
what s/he sees. The writer 
uses pronouns such as "I”, 
"me“, “mine”, or "my". ) 

2nd Person (The narrator 
tells the story using the 
pronoun "you". The 
character is someone 
similar to you. ) 

3rd Person (The story is 
told using pronouns such as 
"he", "she", “they”, or "it". ) 

Limited ~ The narrator tells 
the story through just one 
character. The reader will 
learn the thoughts, 
feelings, and reasons for 
actions of this character. 

Objective ~ The narrator 
tells the story without 
relaying any character's 
thoughts, opinions, or 
feelings.  

Omniscient  ~ The narrator 
knows the thoughts and 
feelings of all the characters 
in the story.  
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Constructed Response – Point of View 
After answering the following questions about point of view, write a response in paragraph form. 

Who is telling the 
story?  

From which point 
of view is the 

story told? What 
is the narrator's 

perspective? 

How does the 
narrator’s point of 
view change how 
the events are 

being described? 

How does the 
narrator's point of 
view influence how 

the events are 
described? 

Why do you think 
the narrator 
described the 

events the way he 
did? 

How would the 
story change if a 

different character 
was the narrator? 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.6 Distinguish their own point of view from that of the narrator or those of the characters. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.6 Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are narrated, 

including the difference between first- and third-person narrations. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.6 Describe how a narrator's or speaker's point of view influences how events are described. 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/3/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/5/6/
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Constructed Response – Point of View 
After answering the following questions about point of view, write a response in paragraph form. 

•an unknown narrator 
Who is telling the 

story?  

•Chapter 1 ~ 1st Person + Chapter 2 ~ 3rd Person Omniscient 

•Matilda is told from an unknown narrator. He is not a main 
character in the book, but one who knows the story and is 

telling it to the audience.  

From which point 
of view is the 

story told? What 
is the narrator's 

perspective? 

•The narrator often gives a negative opinion of the events 
taking place. Example: 
If I were a teacher I would cook up some real scorchers for 
the children of doting parents. "Your son Maximilian", I would 
write, "is a total wash-out.. . .  

How does the 
narrator’s point of 
view change how 
the events are 

being described? 

•The story is told in an outrageous way to make it humorous. 

How does the 
narrator's point of 
view influence how 

the events are 
described? 

•The reader knows the feelings of most of the characters. The 
reader knows right away that Mr. Wormwood is a crook and 
his wife admires him for it. This allows the reader to sit back 
and enjoy the humor of the story instead of taking the events 
seriously. 

Why do you think 
the narrator 
described the 

events the way he 
did? 

•The story is humorous because of the way it is told. It the 
story were told by another character whose emotions were 
involved, it would lose its humor. 

How would the 
story change if a 

different character 
was the narrator? 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.6 Distinguish their own point of view from that of the narrator or those of the characters. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.6 Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are narrated, 

including the difference between first- and third-person narrations. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.6 Describe how a narrator's or speaker's point of view influences how events are described. 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/3/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/5/6/


~ Page 20 © Gay Miller ~ 

 

Organizers 

The organizers come in more than one version. Select the version that is 
most appropriate for your students. The final copy is completed. It may be 

used as an answer key, as a sample for students to follow, for differentiated 
instructions, or for students who were absent. 

 

Instructions for Making the Organizer 

1) Print the organizer on colored paper. 

2) Have students trim around the four sides of the organizer on the bold lines. 

3) Fold on the dotted lines and cut on the solid lines to form flaps.  

4) Students should label the outside flaps. 
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Homophones 
Having students draw and color notes (a left brain activity) while learning facts (a 

right brain activity) promotes active learning since both sides of the brain are 

active. The improved communication helps students focus and retain information.  

Graffiti Notes are provided for this skill. If you have students cut away the 

borders, these will fit nicely into an interactive notebook for reference. 

Have students write definitions and/or sentences using each homophone in the 

puzzle pieces. Following each printable an answer key is provided. As with the 

foldable organizers the answer keys may be used as a sample for students to 

follow, for differentiated instructions, or for students who were absent. 
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Prefix and Suffix Graphic Organizers 
 Print the organizer onto colored paper. 

 Students will fill in the missing information in the blank spaces 

including:

 Students should select four words that contain the prefix or suffix 

and write these words on the four flaps along with a short 

definition of the word and an illustration. 

 On the lines, have students use the words in sentences.

 Trim around the four edges on the lines indicated.

  Fold the page on the dotted lines.

 Your organizer should open with four flaps.
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Prefix and Suffix Practice 
Preparation for Repeated Use:  

1) Print the puzzle pieces on the next two pages and the pages with sentences 

onto heavy weight paper or cardstock. Construction paper works well if your 

copier will accept it. 

2) Laminate for durability. 

3) Cut out the puzzle pieces and store in a Ziploc bag. 

 

Preparation for Single Use: 

 

This exercise may be used as interactive worksheets. Simply make copies of the 

pages using regular duplicating paper. Students will cut out their own puzzle 

pieces. 

Using the Puzzles:  

Students match up two puzzle pieces to form words. Students then read the 

sentences. They select the best word that will fit into the blank space of the 

sentence from the words that were made by joining together the puzzle pieces. 

 

A “Student Response Sheet” has also been provided for students to write 

answers if you would like to use the repeated use version in a learning center, 

for morning review, or for differentiated instruction.  

 

 

This set practices 

with the prefixes 

and suffixes listed 

on the chart above. 

Different books in 

this series will focus 

on different prefixes 

and suffixes. 
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Setting Up the Game for Play 

This game may be played with two to four players. 

The Object of the Game 

To be the last person to cover a word in the center of the game board. 

Rules for Playing 

1. Roll a die or spin a spinner to determine which player goes first. 

2. When it is a player’s turn, s/he rolls the die and moves the indicated number of 

spaces. The player then reads the definition and covers the matching word in 

the center of the playing board. If the word is already covered, the player 

simply does nothing. 
3. If a player lands on a person, s/he may cover any word. 

4. Play continues until all the words in the center of the game board are covered. 

The person to cover the last word is the winner. 

  

An ink-friendly version 

of the game board is 

also provided. 
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Figurative Language Organizers 

  Three Door Flip 

 Print the organizer onto colored paper.  

 

 Students will fill in the missing information in the blank spaces. 
 

 To make the organizer, trim around the four edges on the lines indicated. Fold the 
page in half vertically on the dotted lines. Cut on the lines indicated on the inside 
of the organizer, up to the fold so that the organizer opens with three flaps.  



~ Page 26 © Gay Miller ~ 

 

Informative/Explanatory Writing 
 3rd Grade 4th Grade 5th Grade 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2 
Write informative/explanatory 
texts to examine a topic and 

convey ideas and information 
clearly. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.2 
Write informative/explanatory 
texts to examine a topic and 

convey ideas and information 
clearly. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.2 
Write informative/explanatory 
texts to examine a topic and 

convey ideas and information 
clearly. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2.A 
Introduce a topic and group 
related information together; 

include illustrations when 

useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.2.A 
Introduce a topic clearly and 
group related information in 

paragraphs and sections; 

include formatting (e.g., 
headings), illustrations, and 
multimedia when useful to 
aiding comprehension. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.2.A 
Introduce a topic clearly, 
provide a general observation 

and focus, and group related 

information logically; include 
formatting (e.g., headings), 
illustrations, and multimedia 
when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2.B 
Develop the topic with facts, 
definitions, and details. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.2.B 
Develop the topic with facts, 
definitions, concrete details, 
quotations, or other 
information and examples 
related to the topic. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.2.B 
Develop the topic with facts, 
definitions, concrete details, 
quotations, or other 
information and examples 
related to the topic. 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2.C 
Use linking words and phrases 
(e.g., also, another, and, more

, but) to connect ideas within 
categories of information. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.2.C 
Link ideas within categories of 
information using words and 

phrases (e.g., another, for 
example, also, because). 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.2.C 
Link ideas within and across 
categories of information using 

words, phrases, and clauses 
(e.g., in contrast, especially). 

 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2.D 
Provide a concluding 
statement or section. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.2.D 
Use precise language and 
domain-specific vocabulary to 
inform about or explain the 
topic. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.2.D 
Use precise language and 
domain-specific vocabulary to 
inform about or explain the 
topic. 

 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.2.E 
Provide a concluding 
statement or section related to 

the information or explanation 
presented. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.2.E 
Provide a concluding 
statement or section related to 

the information or explanation 
presented. 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/3/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/4/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/5/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/3/2/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/4/2/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/5/2/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/3/2/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/4/2/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/5/2/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/3/2/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/4/2/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/5/2/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/3/2/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/4/2/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/5/2/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/4/2/e/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/5/2/e/
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Problem and Solution Activity #1 –  

Problem and Solution Essay Foldable Organizers 
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Anchor Chart Instructions 
Printing, cutting out, and assembling these anchor charts takes only a few minutes. You may wish to laminate 

them for durability.  

 

I’m all about reusability.  

 By laminating you can write on the charts using dry erase markers. After you are finished, erase the text so 

the charts can be used again.  

 You can also reuse the chart by writing information on sticky notes.  

 

1. Print pattern pieces. Chart pieces look great on colored paper. 

2. Cut out pieces. 

3. Glue pieces onto a standard 20 by 30 inch piece of paper. Use the landscape-shaped piece for the problem 

and the portrait-shaped piece for the solution. By making multiple copies and arranging the pieces provided 

in different configurations, six different organizers can be made. See the photos as examples. 
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Problem and Solution Activity #3 – Writing an Introductory 

Paragraph 

Writing a Hook 
Two versions of this organizer are offered: one with blanks for students to write 
their own sentences and may be used as an answer key, for differentiated 
instruction, for students who were absent during instruction, or if you wish for the 
students to have the sentences already completed.  

 

Instructions for Making the Organizer 
 Print the organizer on colored paper.  

 Have students trim around the four edges on the lines indicated.  

 Fold the page vertically on the dotted lines so that the title “Writing a Hook” 
will show. 

 Cut on the lines indicated on the inside of the organizer, up to the dotted fold 
line so that the organizer opens with four flaps. 

 Complete the requested information inside the organizer and label the outside 
flaps. 
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Discuss/model how the body paragraphs can be improved by adding 
transition words. 
 
 
Have students compare the before and after versions to see how the 
paragraphs are easier to read and flow from one idea to the next 
after transition words are added. 
 

 

 
Depending on class time, you may wish to write the conclusion 
paragraph as part of this lesson or with the next. 
 
Notes:  
 

 The conclusion should wrap up the essay with a concise 
summary. This should be done in one to three sentences. 

 Students should restate the problem and solution. 

 

Write a title that is interesting and not just the topic. 
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If you like this unit, you might also like some on the following book units found at Teachers 
Pay Teachers: 
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Hatchet-274317
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Hoot-505686
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Dark-is-Rising-387933
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Cay-278023
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Where-the-Red-Fern-Grows-273462
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Chocolate-1812481
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Tale-of-Despereaux-1792407
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Mouse-and-the-Motorcycle-1757959
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Mr-Poppers-Penguins-1755188
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Because-of-Winn-Dixie-1742185
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Holes-275180
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Frindle-1699210
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Charlottes-Web-1685123
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Fantastic-Mr-Fox-1685648
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Island-of-the-Blue-Dolphins-1608660
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Tuck-Everlasting-1602996
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Giver-274107
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Bud-Not-Buddy-1564394
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Maniac-Magee-1543152
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Wonder-1487252
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Charlie-and-the-Chocolate-Factory-269319
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Lion-the-Witch-and-the-Wardrobe-1426743
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Shiloh-273959
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Cricket-in-Times-Square-270053
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Ella-Enchanted-271146
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Castle-in-the-Attic-270691
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/How-to-Eat-Fried-Worms-269415
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Number-the-Stars-269785
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Sarah-Plain-and-Tall-272722
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