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In 1937, the  world  was  filled  with  excitement  and  wonder  as people  were  getting  ready  to  witness one  of  the  
most  impressive  engineering  marvels  of  the  time . The Hindenburg,  a  massive  airship,  was set to  make  its journey  
from  Germany  to  the  United  States, carrying  passengers  and  mail . It was  a  sight to  behold,  a  massive  and  
majestic  machine  that  floated  gracefully  in the  air. 

As the  Hindenburg  began  its journey,  people  watched  in amazement,  taking  pictures  and  waving  as it soared  
overhead . The airship  was  a  symbol  of  progress  and  innovation,  and  everyone  was  thrilled  to  see it in action . 

But then,  disaster  struck . 

Suddenly,  without  warning,  the  Hindenburg  burst into  flames,  and  the  once -beautiful  airship  began  to  fall  from  
the  sky. Panic  and  chaos  ensued  as people  on  the  ground  watched  in horror,  unable  to  help  the  passengers  
and  crew  on  board . 

In just a  few  short minutes,  the  Hindenburg  was  gone,  destroyed  in a  massive  fire that  claimed  the  lives of  36 
people  on  board . It was  a  tragic  event  that  shocked  the  world  and  changed  the  course  of  history. 

But what  caused  the  Hindenburg  to  crash?  Well, there  are  many  theories,  but  most  experts  believe  that  it was  a  

combination  of  factors . The airship  was  filled  with  a  highly  flammable  gas  called  hydrogen,  which  was  used  to  
make  it float  in the  air. It's possible  that  a  spark  from  the  electrical  systems on  board  ignited  the  hydrogen,  
causing  the  massive  explosion . 

After  the  Hindenburg  disaster,  airships like it fell  out  of  favor,  and  the  world  turned  to  other  forms of  
transportation,  like airplanes . But even  today,  the  Hindenburg  disaster  is remembered  as a  cautionary  tale  
about  the  importance  of  safety  and  caution  in engineering  and  design . 

So, the  next  time  you  see an  airplane  or a  hot  air balloon  floating  in the  sky, remember  the  story of  the  

Hindenburg  and  the  lessons we  learned  from  its tragic  end . 

 

 



1. What was the Hindenburg?  

Type answer here.  

1. What was its purpose?  

Type answer here.  

1. How did people react to the Hindenburg's journey?  

Type answer here.  

1. What caused the Hindenburg to crash?  

Type answer here.  

1. How many people lost their lives in the Hindenburg disaster?  

Type answer here.  

1. What impact did the Hindenburg disaster have on the future of air travel?  

Type answer here.  

1. What lessons can we learn from the Hindenburg disaster?  

Type answer here.  

 

 

 

 



Answer Key  

1. What was the Hindenburg?  

The Hindenburg was a large German airship, or zeppelin, that was famous for its luxurious accommodations and 

transatlantic travel.  

1. What was its purpose?  

The Hindenburg was primarily used for commercial air travel, transporting passengers and cargo between Europe 

and North America.  

1. How did people react to the Hindenburg's journey?  

The Hindenburg was a marvel of technology and engineering, and its journeys were watched with great interest by 

people around the world. Many people saw the airship as a symbol of progress and modernity.  

1. What caused the Hindenburg to crash?  

On May 6, 1937, the Hindenburg caught fire and crashed while attempting to dock at a naval air station in New 

Jersey. The exact cause of the fire is still unknown, but it is believed to have been caused by a spark that ignited the 

hydrogen gas that filled the airship.  

1. How many people lost their lives in the Hindenburg disaster?  

Of the 97 people on board the Hindenburg during its final flight, 36 died in the crash or as a result of injuries sustained 

during the accident.  

1. What impact did the Hindenburg disaster have on the future of air travel?  

The Hindenburg disaster had a significant impact on the future of air travel. It led to a decline in the use of airships for 

commercial travel, as they were seen as too dangerous and unreliable. Instead, the focus shifted to the 

development of airplanes, which were seen as a safer and more practical form of air transportation.  

1. What lessons can we learn from the Hindenburg disaster?  

The Hindenburg disaster teaches us the importance of safety in all forms of transportation. It also shows us that even 

the most advanced technologies can still have flaws and vulnerabilities that need to be addressed. Finally, the 

Hindenburg disaster reminds us that accidents can happen even when we take precautions and plan carefully, and 

that we must always be prepared to respond to emergencies with courage and quick thinking.  



1926: The German airship company Luftschiffbau Zeppelin starts construction on the Hindenburg, a massive airship over 800 feet 

long and 135 feet in diameter.  

1931: Construction of the Hindenburg is completed and the airship makes its first flight.  

1936: The Hindenburg is put into commercial service, making regular transatlantic flights between Germany and the United States.  

May 3, 1937:  The Hindenburg departs from Frankfurt, Germany on its first transatlantic voyage of the year.  

May 6, 1937: The Hindenburg arrives over Lakehurst, New Jersey in the early hours of the morning. As it prepares to dock, a fire 

breaks out in the rear of the ship. Within seconds, the entire airship is engulfed in flames and crashes to the ground. Of th e 97 

people on board, 36 are killed and many more are injured.  

May 7, 1937:  The cause of the Hindenburg disaster is initially unknown, but speculation ranges from sabotage to an electrical 

malfunction. The investigation begins immediately.  

May 8, 1937: President Roosevelt orders an investigation into the Hindenburg disaster, with the aim of determining the cause of the 

accident and preventing future airship disasters.  

May 9, 1937: The investigation into the Hindenburg disaster begins in earnest. Eyewitnesses are interviewed, evidence is collected, 

and theories about the cause of the disaster begin to emerge.  



May 9, 1937: A memorial service is held for the victims of the disaster in New York City.  

June 2, 1937: The U.S. Congress passes the Air Commerce Act, which includes regulations for the use of hydrogen in airships.      

July 15, 1937: The Zeppelin company suspends its airship operations following the Hindenburg disaster.  

August 24, 1937:  The official investigation into the Hindenburg disaster concludes that the most likely cause of the accident was a 

buildup of static electricity that ignited the airship's hydrogen fuel. The use of hydrogen as a lifting gas is deemed too da nge rous 

for future airship travel.  

September 1937: The Hindenburg disaster marks the end of the era of airship travel, as the public loses confidence in the safety of 

these giant, hydrogen -filled vessels. 

 August 1938:  The Hindenburg's sister ship, the Graf Zeppelin II, is dismantled and its parts are used for military purposes during World 
War II. 

1940s-1950s: Airships are largely replaced by airplanes for commercial travel due to safety concerns.  

1970s: Interest in airships is renewed, and new designs are developed that use helium instead of hydrogen.  

1990s-present:  Airships continue to be used for military and scientific purposes, but they have not regained their popularity as a 
mode of commercial transportation.  

21st century:  Despite numerous theories and investigations, the cause of the Hindenburg disaster remains a subject of debate and 

speculation, making it one of the most enduring mysteries in aviation history.  



1. What was the name of the German airship company that built the Hindenburg?  

2. When was the Hindenburg put into commercial service?  

3. How many people were on board the Hindenburg when it crashed?  

4. What was the cause of the Hindenburg disaster according to the official investigation?  

5. What was the outcome of the investigation into the Hindenburg disaster?  

6. Why did the Hindenburg disaster mark the end of the era of airship travel?  

7. Is the cause of the Hindenburg disaster still a subject of debate and speculation today?  

8. In what year did the Hindenburg disaster occur?  



Answer Key  

1. What was the name of the German airship company that built the Hindenburg?  

Answer: Luftschiffbau Zeppelin  

2. When was the Hindenburg put into commercial service?  

Answer: 1936  

3. How many people were on board the Hindenburg when it crashed?  

Answer: 97  

4. What was the cause of the Hindenburg disaster according to the official investigation?  

Answer: A buildup of static electricity that ignited the airship's hydrogen fuel  

5. What was the outcome of the investigation into the Hindenburg disaster?  

Answer: The use of hydrogen as a lifting gas was deemed too dangerous for future airship travel.  

6. Why did the Hindenburg disaster mark the end of the era of airship travel?  

Answer: The public lost confidence in the safety of these giant, hydrogen -filled vessels. 

7. Is the cause of the Hindenburg disaster still a subject of debate and speculation today?  

Answer: Yes, the cause of the disaster remains a subject of debate and speculation to this day.  

8. In what year did the Hindenburg disaster occur?  

Answer: 1937  



Debate ð Should the Hindenburg have been Built?  

 

While  there  were  certainly  factors  that  contributed  to  the  Hindenburg  disaster,  it is difficult  to  say with  

certainty  whether  it could  have  been  avoided  entirely . However,  the  disaster  did  lead  to  significant  

changes  in airship  design  and  safety  regulations,  which  have  helped  to  prevent  similar accidents  in the  

future . 

Pros: 

ƍ There were  known  safety  concerns  with  the  use of  hydrogen  gas  as a  lifting  agent . Many  experts  

had  warned  against  its use in airships. If the  Hindenburg  had  been  designed  to  use helium  

instead,  the  disaster  might  have  been  avoided . 

ƍ There were  also design  flaws  with  the  Hindenburg  that  contributed  to  the  disaster . For example,  

the  Hindenburg  lacked  a  fire suppression  system. It also used  highly  flammable  materials  in its 

construction . 

ƍ The weather  conditions  on  the  day  of  the  disaster  were  not  ideal  for airship  travel . Some have  

argued  that  the  flight  should  have  been  postponed  or canceled . 

Cons : 

ƍ The use of  hydrogen  gas  was  common  in airships at  the  time . Many  experts  believed  it to  be  safe . 

It was  not  until  the  Hindenburg  disaster  that  the  dangers  of  hydrogen  were  fully understood . 

ƍ The  Hindenburg  had  completed  dozens  of  successful  flights  before  the  disaster . There was  no  

reason  to  suspect  that  it would  experience  a  catastrophic  failure . 

ƍ The Hindenburg  was  one  of  the  most  technologically  advanced  airships of  its time . Its designers  

had  taken  many  safety  precautions . It is possible  that  the  disaster  was  simply an  unfortunate  and  

unforeseeable  accident . 

 



Building Your Own Airship STEM Project  
 

The Hindenburg Disaster was a significant event in the history of air travel. It led to important changes in airship design and 

safety regulations. Today, airships are still used for certain purposes, but they are no longer a common mode of transportati on.  

Materials : 

ƍ Plastic bags (large and small)  

ƍ Straws 

ƍ Tape  

ƍ String 

ƍ Scissors 

ƍ Balloons  

Instructions:  

1.  Begin by designing your airship. Think about the shape and size you want it to be. Sketch out your design on paper 

before you start building.  

2. Use the scissors to cut the plastic bags into the shape you want your airship to be. Remember to leave room for air to be 

trapped inside.  

3. Use tape to attach straws to the bottom of the airship. These will act as supports.  

4. Cut a small slit in the top of the airship and tie a piece of string to it. This will allow you to attach a balloon later.  

5. Blow up a balloon and tie it closed.  

6. Tie the other end of the string to the balloon.  

7. Tape the balloon to the straws at the bottom of the airship.  

8. Test out your airship by releasing the balloon and watching it fly.  

Extensions: 

ƍ Experiment with different shapes and sizes of airships to see how it affects their flight.  

ƍ Test different materials to see which is the most effective for making airships.  

ƍ Add weights to the airship and experiment with how much weight it can carry while still flying.  

ƍ Use wind tunnels to test the aerodynamics of your airship design.  



Check out the I Survived the Hindenburg Disaster, 1937 on Teachers Pay Teachers.  
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Check out the I Survived Series on Teachers Pay Teachers by clicking on the covers.  
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