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In the year 1888, there was a big snowstorm that came to the Great Plains of the United States. The storm 
happened on a school day, and many children were caught in it on their way home from school. 

The morning of the storm was very cold, but the sky was clear. Children went to school like usual. But after a 
while, the sky started to get dark, and the wind began to pick up. Suddenly, the snow started to fall, and it 

fell very fast and very hard. 

The snowstorm was very dangerous because the wind was so strong, and the snow was very heavy. It was 
very difficult to see, and many people got lost in the blizzard. The storm was so bad that even adults could 
not make it home safely. 

Many children were not able to make it home that day. They were lost in the snowstorm, and some of them 
died. The blizzard was a terrible disaster for the people who lived on the Great Plains. 

But even in the middle of the storm, some people were heroes. Teachers took care of their students and 

kept them safe. Parents went out to find their children and bring them home. Some people even risked their 
lives to help others. 

The Children's Blizzard was a very sad event, but it taught us a lot about how dangerous winter storms can 
be. Today, we have better technology and more knowledge to help us stay safe in winter storms. But we 
can still learn from the brave people who helped others during the Children's Blizzard. We can learn to be 
heroes, too. 

 



1. What was the Children's Blizzard? 

2. When did the blizzard occur? 

3. What were some of the effects of the blizzard? 

4. Who was especially vulnerable to the effects of the blizzard? 

5. How many people lost their lives in the Children's Blizzard? 

6. Why is the Children's Blizzard considered an important moment in American history? 

7. What can people do today to prepare for extreme weather conditions like blizzards? 

8. What lessons can we learn from the Children's Blizzard about being prepared for emergencies? 

 

 

 



Answer Key 

1. What was the Children's Blizzard? 

The Children's Blizzard was a severe snowstorm that hit the central United States on January 12, 1888. It was called the 

Children's Blizzard because many children were caught outside in the storm while walking home from school. 

2. When did the blizzard occur? 

The blizzard was unexpected and caught many people off guard. It came on suddenly, with very strong winds and 

extremely cold temperatures. The storm caused a lot of damage and made travel nearly impossible. Many people were 

stranded in their homes or in public buildings like schools. 

3. What were some of the effects of the blizzard? 

The effects of the blizzard were devastating. The heavy snow and strong winds caused buildings to collapse, and many 

people froze to death in the extreme cold. The storm also caused a lot of damage to crops and livestock, leading to food 

shortages in some areas. 

4. Who was especially vulnerable to the effects of the blizzard? 

Children were especially vulnerable to the effects of the blizzard because they were often outside walking to and from 

school when the storm hit. Many of them became lost in the blinding snow and were unable to find their way home. 

5. How many people lost their lives in the Children's Blizzard? 

It is estimated that around 235 people lost their lives in the Children's Blizzard, many of them children. 

6. Why is the Children's Blizzard considered an important moment in American history? 

The Children's Blizzard is considered an important moment in American history because it highlighted the need for better 

preparation and emergency response in extreme weather conditions. It also led to changes in how schools and other 

public buildings were built, to make them more resilient in the face of severe weather. 

 

 

 



 

7. What can people do today to prepare for extreme weather conditions like blizzards? 

Today, people can prepare for extreme weather conditions like blizzards by stocking up on food and supplies, having a 

plan for staying warm, and staying informed about weather conditions through news and weather alerts. 

8.    What lessons can we learn from the Children's Blizzard about being prepared for emergencies? 

The Children's Blizzard teaches us important lessons about being prepared for emergencies. We need to take extreme 

weather conditions seriously and be ready to adapt and respond to changing circumstances. By working together and 

being prepared, we can minimize the impact of disasters and keep ourselves and our communities safe. 

 

 



Check out the I Survived the Children’s Blizzard, 1888 on Teachers Pay Teachers. 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/I-Survived-the-Childrens-Blizzard-1888-Novel-Study-Digital-Printable-Unit-3688603?st=f75c4d027e0a3c934fcad6aacbdf7a76
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/I-Survived-the-Childrens-Blizzard-1888-Novel-Study-Digital-Printable-Unit-3688603?st=f75c4d027e0a3c934fcad6aacbdf7a76
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/I-Survived-the-Childrens-Blizzard-1888-Novel-Study-Digital-Printable-Unit-3688603


Check out the I Survived Series on Teachers Pay Teachers by clicking on the covers. 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/I-Survived-the-Attack-of-the-Grizzlies-1967-Novel-Study-Printable-Digital-4013311
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/I-Survived-the-Battle-of-D-Day-1944-Lauren-Tarshis-Digital-Printable-Unit-4309223
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/I-Survived-the-California-Wildfires-2018-Lauren-Tarshis-Digital-Printable-6014624
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/I-Survived-the-Great-Molasses-Flood-1919-Lauren-Tarshis-Digital-Printable-4840528
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/I-Survived-the-American-Revolution-1776-Novel-Study-Digital-Printable-Unit-3410761
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/I-Survived-the-Battle-of-Gettysburg-1863-Novel-Study-Digital-Printable-3477790
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/I-Survived-the-Childrens-Blizzard-1888-Novel-Study-Digital-Printable-Unit-3688603
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/I-Survived-the-Great-Chicago-Fire-1871-Novel-Study-Digital-Printable-Unit-3738055
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/I-Survived-the-Eruption-of-Mount-St-Helens-1980-Novel-Study-Digital-Print-3888702
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/I-Survived-the-Hindenburg-Disaster-1937-Novel-Study-Digital-Printable-Unit-3837932
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/I-Survived-the-Joplin-Tornado-2011-Novel-Study-Digital-Printable-Book-Unit-3788127


I Survived Series Bundle for #11-20 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/I-Survived-Series-Bundle-for-11-20-3659812
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/I-Survived-Series-Bundle-for-11-20-3659812
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/I-Survived-Series-Bundle-for-11-20-3659812
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/I-Survived-Series-Bundle-for-11-20-3659812
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