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Be sure to look closely to see which version works best for your needs. 
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Vocabulary Bookmarks 

Test with Answer Key 
Word Cards 

 
Students learn two words each reading selection, chosen for meaning, 
relevance, and usefulness. 

This unit includes: 

 a story-based word list with definitions, synonyms, and sample 
sentences 

 vocabulary bookmarks for quick reference 

 word wall cards for whole-class reinforcement 

 a printable vocabulary booklet for daily practice 

Vocabulary That Sticks 

Practice Book 
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Each vocabulary word is reinforced through: 

• Students can self-check with Boom Cards or complete short, 

targeted activities in the printable booklet. 

Flexible Practice for Any Classroom 

Island of the Blue Dolphins 

Novel Study  

Gay Miller / Book Units Teacher 

Boom Cards Vocabulary Cards 
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Each reading selection includes: 

Assessment Tools 

✓ self-checking Boom question 
✓ printable comprehension quiz 

✓ two versions: with standards + without 
 

 

Comprehension That Builds Close Reading Skills 

Skill Development 

✓ supports text evidence, inference, and critical thinking 

✓ skill-coded questions 
✓ easy data checks 

Self-Checking Boom Card 
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Students respond to one constructed response question per section using: 

 a printable organizer for guided writing 
 a Google Slides version for digital classrooms 
 built-in prompts that help students plan, cite, and explain 

 Two versions: with standards + without 

 

Constructed Response Structured Writing Support 

Google Slides Version 

Printable Organizer 
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 
As a virtual special education teacher, I need 
fun and easy to use material. This meets and 
exceeds my needs! Highly recommend! I 
absolutely love the book review material by 
Gay Miller.  

 
Great resource! The google slides focus on a 
standard/skill and the activities are engaging for 
the students. I have never been disappointed 
with this author's work... I have purchase many 
of her novel studies! The BOOM cards are a 

great addition... the kids enjoy the BOOM cards.  
-Bree C. 

Island of the Blue Dolphins Novel Study  

Gay Miller / Book Units Teacher 

 
As a teacher, I love every novel study created 
by Gay Miller. Her novel studies flow and I'm able 
to teach many components of reading while 
engaging students in a novel. Each novel study 
is extremely well-organized for students and the 

teacher. 100% recommend!  
Lesikar's Literacy 

What Teachers are Saying 

 
The chapter quizzes, vocabulary, and 
constructed response questions made this unit 
absolutely perfect for my students. Common 
core standards are embedded and made it 
easier for students to comprehend throughout 

the unit rather than standalone mini-lessons. I 
highly recommend this resource to anyone who 
is interested in working through novel study units. 

-Kelsey R 



Complete Grammar Instruction Included Skill Lessons 
Vocabulary, Grammar, and Figurative Language 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1rqtQEVSn8G8rTyC_eWM5IL0_i8yNOcmecdZp7D32PyA/export/png?resolution=300 

Printable Organizer 

Lessons include organizers, task cards, games, 

and printables. 

Foldable Organizers 

Island of the Blue Dolphins Novel Study  

Gay Miller / Book Units Teacher 

• Prefix and Suffix (Organizers and Sorting Activity) 

• Root Words (Organizers and Loop Games using 
Root Words) 

• Figurative Language (Organizer and Simile 
Challenge Card Activity) 

• Context Clues (Organizer and Activities) 

• Comma Rules (Staggered Flip Organizer and 

Activity) 

• Verb Tenses (Organizer, Verb and Task Cards) 

• Synonym/Antonym (Organizer and Word Maps) 

• Shades of Meaning (Organizer and 

Activities) 

• Connotation & Denotation (Organizer and 
Activities) 



Complete Grammar Instruction Included End-of-the-Unit Tests 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1rqtQEVSn8G8rTyC_eWM5IL0_i8yNOcmecdZp7D32PyA/export/png?resolution=300 
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Boom Cards are interactive digital task cards that students 

play on the Boom Learning website. They are: 

• Fully digital — no printing or prep 

• Compatible with all modern browsers 

• Playable on any device connected to the Internet 

• Self-checking for instant feedback 

How They Work in This Novel Study 

1. When you purchase this unit on TPT, you’ll receive 

special links to the Boom Decks included in the 

resource. 

2. Click a link, sign in (or create a free account), and 

the deck is added to your Boom Library. 

3. Students can play for free using a Fast Pin. 

4. Paid Boom accounts allow for data tracking. 

Try It Out 

 

What are Boom Cards? 

Island of the Blue Dolphins Novel Study  

Gay Miller / Book Units Teacher 

Click here for a playable 

preview on Boom Learning. 

https://wow.boomlearning.com/store/bundle/FJKY8b77fncfq5eRK
https://wow.boomlearning.com/store/bundle/FJKY8b77fncfq5eRK
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Ready to simplify your novel instruction and 

engage every reader? 

✔ Download this resource and start using it 
today. 

 

Want to explore more? 

See additional sample pages and teaching 

ideas for this novel at Book Units Teacher. 

 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Island-of-the-Blue-Dolphins-Novel-Study-Reading-Comprehension-Vocabulary-Unit-1608660
https://bookunitsteacher.com/wp/?p=816
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Chapter 29 [strewn] 
Match the correct vocabulary from column two to its 
definition in column one by writing the letter associated 

with the word in front of its definition. 

1.  ________ a trap for catching birds 

or animals 
a. strewn 

2.   ________ a long deep slash, cut, 
or wound 

b. shimmer 

3.   ________  shine with a soft 
tremulous light 

c.  vanquish 

4.   ________   scatter or spread d.  snares 

5.   ________ expressing disapproval 
or disappointment 

e.  frisked 

6.   ________  defeat thoroughly f.  reproachful 

7.   ________ skip or leap playfully g.  gash 

.¸¸.·´¯`·.¸.·´¯`·..¸.´¯`·.¸¸.·´¯`·.¸><(((º> 

8. Complete the following analogy:  

Tidy is to strewn as dull is to ???? 

tidy : strewn    ::  dull : ____________. 

a) shimmer 

b) vanquish 
c) snares 

d) frisked 

 

 

Chapters 1-2  [ravine & leagues] 

 
Determine which definition of league is used in each 

sentence. Write a, b, or c to show your choice. 
a. collection of people, countries, or groups that combine 
for a particular purpose, typically mutual protection or 

cooperation 
b. group of sports clubs that play each other over a 

period for a championship 
c. a former measure of distance by land, usually about 
three miles 

1. _____ Bill waited until Little League practice was over 
before he left work. 

2. _____ Twenty Thousand Leagues under the Sea is a 

fantastic book. 
3. _____ The League of Nations was an 

intergovernmental organization founded on 10 January 

1920 as a result of the Paris Peace Conference that 
ended the First World War. 

.¸¸.·´¯`·.¸.·´¯`·..¸.´¯`·.¸¸.·´¯`·.¸><(((º> 

4.  Circle six words in the box that are synonyms of 

ravine. 

gorge mountain rift 

plain canyon hill 

cave gully plateau 

valley grassland abyss 

 

 

Page 16 Page 1 

Vocabulary Workbook 
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Chapter 29 [strewn] 

Match the correct vocabulary word from column two to 
its definition in column one by writing the letter 

associated with the word in front of its definition. 

1.  ____d____ a trap for catching 
birds or animals 

a. strewn 

2.   ____g____ a long deep slash, 

cut, or wound 
b. shimmer 

3.   ____b____  shine with a soft 
tremulous light 

c.  vanquish 

4.   ____a____   scatter or spread d.  snares 

5.   ____f____ expressing 
disapproval or disappointment 

e.  frisked 

6.   ____c____  defeat thoroughly f.  reproachful 

7.   ____e____ skip or leap 
playfully 

g.  gash 

.¸¸.·´¯`·.¸.·´¯`·..¸.´¯`·.¸¸.·´¯`·.¸><(((º> 

8. Complete the following analogy:  

Tidy is to strewn as dull is to ???? 

tidy : strewn    ::  dull : ____________. 

a) shimmer 
b) vanquish 

c) snares 
d) frisked 

 

 

Chapters 1-2  [ravine & leagues] 

 
Determine which definition of league is used in each 

sentence. Write a, b, or c to show your choice. 
 
a. collection of people, countries, or groups that combine 

for a particular purpose, typically mutual protection or 
cooperation 

b. group of sports clubs that play each other over a period 
for a championship 
c. a former measure of distance by land, usually about 

three miles 

1. __b___ Bill waited until Little League practice was 
over before he left work. 

2. __c___ Twenty Thousand Leagues under the Sea is a 
fantastic book. 

3. __a___ The League of Nations was an 

intergovernmental organization founded on 10 January 
1920 as a result of the Paris Peace Conference that 

ended the First World War. 

.¸¸.·´¯`·.¸.·´¯`·..¸.´¯`·.¸¸.·´¯`·.¸><(((º> 

4.  Circle six words in the box that are synonyms of 

ravine. 

gorge mountain rift 

plain canyon hill 

cave gully plateau 

valley grassland abyss 

 

Page 16 Page 1 

Vocabulary Workbook Answer Key 



Page | 5 Unit Created by Gay Miller 
 

Island of the Blue Dolphins ~ Chapters 1 - 4 

1. A good title for Chapters 1-4 could be ---. 

a. A Few Shiny Beads 

b. Setting up Camp on the Island 
c. A Lucky Catch 

d. Captain Orlov’s Trickery 

2. Why does everyone in Karana’s tribe have two 

names? 

a. Their names change when they change as 
individuals. 

b. They have a tradition that children receive 
names based on appearance, and their adult 

names are based on accomplishments. 
c. If you use a person’s real name too much, it 

loses its magic, so everyone has a nickname 

that is commonly used. 
d. Tribe members have a secret sacred name 

given to them by a medicine man. 

3. From which point of view is Island of the 

Blue Dolphins written? 
a. first-person point of view – The author tells 

the story through the eyes of the 

protagonist, Karana. 
b. third-person limited point of view - The 

narrator follows Karana and only reveals her 
thoughts. 

c. second person point of view - The author 

describes events as if they are happening to 
you. The reader is a participant in the action 

of this story. 
d. third-person omniscient - The narrator is all 

knowing and sees all action. The thoughts 

of more than one character are revealed. 

4. What can the reader infer after reading 

Chapters 1-4? 

a. The girl from the Aleut ship enjoyed traveling 
with the hunters.  

b. Captain Orlov had no intensions of honoring 
his agreement with Chief Chowig. 

c. The beads were extremely valuable to 
Karana’s tribe. 

d. Food is plentiful on the island of Ghalas-at. 

5. Select the correct answer in each set of 

brackets.  

The author, Scott O’Dell, uses many [flashbacks, 

descriptions using vivid imagery, drama irony- 

the reader knows more than the characters in 

the story, dialect] in Island of the Blue Dolphins. 

His tone is one of [empathy, sarcasm, humor, 

indifference]. The mood in Chapters 1-4 is 

[upbeat, sinister, despairing, hopeful]. 

6. Which sentence does not belong?  

(A) Karana and her younger brother dig roots on 
the top of a cliff. (B) Karana looks out and sees a 
ship on the horizon. (C) The ship has the red sails 

of the Aleuts. (D) As the ship approaches, a group 
of men row to shore. (E) The captain of the ship 

tells Karana’s father who is chief of the tribe that 
they want to camp on the island and hunt otters. 
(F) Captain Orlov and Chief Chowig come to an 

agreement about the price of the otters. 

a.  Sentence B b.  Sentence C 

c.  Sentence D d.  Sentence E 
 

7. Read this passage from the end of Chapter 4. 

Once more before it disappeared a white puff 

of smoke rose from the deck. As Ulape and I 
ran along the cliffs a whirring sound like a 

great bird in flight passed above our heads. 

What can the reader infer took place? 

______________________________________

_____________________________________ 

8. Which type of conflict is described in Chapters 
1-4?  

Chief Chowig and his Tribe  vs. --- 
  

a. Person vs. Self 

b. Person vs. Person 

c. Person vs. Nature 

d. Person vs. Society  

Comprehension Quiz 



Page | 6 Unit Created by Gay Miller 
 

Constructed Response – Point of View 

After answering the following questions about point of view, write a response in paragraph form. 

 

•___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________ 

Who is telling the story?  

•_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 

From which point of view is the 
story told? What is the narrator's 

perspective? 

•_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 

How does the narrator’s point of 
view change how the events are 

being described? 

 

•_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

How does the narrator's point of 
view influence how the events 

are described? 

•_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 

Why do you think the narrator 
described the events the way it 

did? 

•_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 

How would the story change if a 
different character was the 

narrator? 

RL.4.6 Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are narrated, including the difference between first- and third-person narrations. 

RL.5.6 Describe how a narrator's or speaker's point of view influences how events are described. 

RL.6.6 Explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or speaker in a text. 

 Sample Constructed Response Question 
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Island of the Blue Dolphins Chapters 1-4 (Answer Key) 

1. A good title for Chapters 1-4 could be ---. 

a. A Few Shiny Beads 
b. Setting up Camp on the Island 

c. A Lucky Catch 
d. Captain Orlov’s Trickery 

2. Why does everyone in Karana’s tribe have 

two names? 

a. Their names change when they change as 
individuals. 

b. They have a tradition that children receive 

names based on appearance, and their 
adult names are based on 

accomplishments. 
c. If you use a person’s real name too much, 

it loses its magic, so everyone has a 

nickname that is commonly used. 
d. Tribe members have a secret sacred name 

given to them by a medicine man. 

3. From which point of view is Island of the 

Blue Dolphins written? 
a. first-person point of view – The author tells 

the story through the eyes of the 

protagonist, Karana. 
b. third-person limited point of view - The 

narrator follows Karana and only reveals her 
thoughts. 

c. second person point of view - The author 

describes events as if they are happening to 
you. The reader is a participant in the action 

of this story. 
d. third-person omniscient - The narrator is all 

knowing and sees all action. The thoughts of 

more than one character are revealed. 

4. What can the reader infer after reading 

Chapters 1-4? 

a. The girl from the Aleut ship enjoyed 
traveling with the hunters.  

b. Captain Orlov had no intensions of honoring 
his agreement with Chief Chowig. 

c. The beads were extremely valuable to 
Karana’s tribe. 

d. Food is plentiful on the island of Ghalas-at. 

5. Select the correct answer in each set of 

brackets.  

The author, Scott O’Dell, uses many [flashbacks, 

descriptions using vivid imagery, drama irony- 

the reader knows more than the characters in 

the story, dialect] in Island of the Blue Dolphins. 

His tone is one of [empathy, sarcasm, humor, 

indifference]. The mood in Chapters 1-4 is 

[upbeat, sinister, despairing, hopeful]. 

6. Which sentence does not belong?  

(A) Karana and her younger brother dig roots on 
the top of a cliff. (B) Karana looks out and sees a 

ship on the horizon. (C) The ship has the red 
sails of the Aleuts. (D) As the ship approaches, a 
group of men row to shore. (E) The captain of 

the ship tells Karana’s father who is chief of the 
tribe that they want to camp on the island and 

hunt otters. (F) Captain Orlov and Chief Chowig 
come to an agreement about the price of the 
otters. 

a.  Sentence B b.  Sentence C 
c.  Sentence D d.  Sentence E 

 

7. Read this passage from the end of Chapter 4. 

Once more before it disappeared a white puff 
of smoke rose from the deck. As Ulape and I 
ran along the cliffs, a whirring sound like a 

great bird in flight passed above our heads. 

What can the reader infer took place? 

The hunters shot a gun at the people on the 

island. 

8. Which type of conflict is described in Chapters 
1-4?  

Chief Chowig and his Tribe  vs. --- 
  

a. Person vs. Self 

b. Person vs. Person 

c. Person vs. Nature 

d. Person vs. Society  

Comprehension Quiz Answer Key 
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Constructed Response – Point of View (Answer Key) 

After answering the following questions about point of view, write a response in paragraph form. 

 
  

•Karana Who is telling the story?  

•The story is told from the first-person point of view. 
From which point of view is the 

story told? What is the narrator's 
perspective? 

•The story is up close and personal. The reader knows how Karana feels; her 
emotions are clear. The story is also told in a straight foward manner. 

How does the narrator’s point of 
view change how the events are 

being described? 

 

•Because the story begins with, "I remember the day the Aleut ship came to our 
island," the reader knows the story is a flashback. [This will be important later 
because the reader knows Karana survives to tell her story.] 

 

How does the narrator's point of 
view influence how the events 

are described? 

•Because of the first line of the novel the reader knows Karana survives. If the 
story had been told in third person point of view, the reader would have a more 
"stand offish" feeling toward Karana. 

Why do you think the narrator 
described the events the way it 

did? 

•The author probably wanted the reader to have first hand knowledge of Karana's 
experiences. 

How would the story change if a 
different character was the 

narrator? 

RL.4.6 Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are narrated, including the difference between first- and third-person narrations. 

RL.5.6 Describe how a narrator's or speaker's point of view influences how events are described. 

RL.6.6 Explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or speaker in a text. 

Sample Constructed Response Question Answer Key 
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This resource gives you everything you need to guide students 

through meaningful reading without overwhelming planning or 

prep. 

✔ vocabulary 

✔ comprehension 

✔ written response 

✔ easy-to-follow structure 

 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Island-of-the-Blue-Dolphins-Novel-Study-Digital-Printable-Unit-Scott-ODell-1608660
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Check out my new YouTube  
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