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The Assignment 

In the book Hatchet by Gary Paulsen, thirteen-year-old Brian Robeson leaves New 

York City to go to the Canadian oilfields to spend the summer with this dad. The 
pilot of the small Cessna has a heart attack and dies in route. Brian is able to land 
the plane in a small lake deep in the Canadian wilderness.  

Brian must make many decisions. In this activity, you are to select nine things Brian 
did that saved his life. You must be able to support each of your opinions with 
textual evidence. This means what specifically in the text lead you to this opinion. 

For each opinion, you must list your reason behind your opinion, and then supply 
two examples of evidence from the text to support your reason. 

Before you begin delving into Hatchet, stop and read Ten Interesting Facts . . . .  

Survival in the Wilderness to learn what a person must do in order to survive being 
lost in the wilderness. After reading this article, compare the two texts. Did Brian 
follow any of the survival methods mentioned in the article? 

 Instructions for Completing the 
Organizer: 
 

1) Print the organizer onto colored paper. 
Two versions are offered. The first has 

lines for students to write their own 
information. The second is an answer 
key with the text completed. [Note: 

Answers may vary.] 
 

2) Cut out rectangles. 
 

3) Begin with the bottom page in the 

stack. Turn the page on its back and 
place a thin line of glue across the top 

of the page only. Glue it toward the 
bottom of the organizer notebook or 
lap book. 

 
4) On the back of the next page, place a 

thin line of glue along the top. 
 
5) Glue this page directly onto the 

organizer page moving it up 
approximately one-half of an inch 

higher than the first page. 
 

6) Continue to add pages until all are 
glued down. 

 

7) The pages should lift up so that 
students can read the information. 
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Water 
 

 

Food  
 

 

Shelter 
 

  
© Gay Miller ~ Book Units Teacher 

Brian had to drink water or die. 

The lake was the best source of 

water. 

Opinion 

Humans can only survive for 3 to 5 

days without water. Brian was 

injured from the plane crash and 

could not travel far. 

Chapter 5 ~ 

No one had 

ever told him 

if he could or 

could not 

drink lakes . . 

. He had 

probably 

swallowed a 

ton of it while 

he was 

swimming out 

of the plane. 

 

Chapter 5 ~  

A sip, he 

thought. . . 

the cold lake 

trickle past his 

cracked lips 

and over his 

tongue he 

could not 

stop. 

Reason 

Opinion 

Humans can survive about 20-60 

days (depending on the person’s 

weight, environment, and level of 

activity) without food. 

Chapter 7 ~ 

He had to 

eat. He was 

weak with it 

again, down 

with the 

hunger, and 

he had to 

eat. 

 

Chapter 14 ~ 

Food was first, 

but the work 

for the food 

went on and 

on. Nothing in 

nature was 

lazy. He had 

tried to take a 

shortcut and 

paid for it with 

the turtle 

eggs. . .  

 

Reason 

Opinion 

Chapter 14 ~ 

Protect food 

and have a 

good shelter. 

Not just a 

shelter to 

keep the wind 

and rain out, 

but a shelter 

to protect, a 

shelter to 

make him 

safe. 

 

Chapter 17 ~ 

He had a lot 

to do, rebuild 

his shelter, 

get a new fire 

going, find 

some food or 

get ready to 

find some 

food, make 

weapons . . .  

 

Reason 

Evidence Evidence Evidence 

Brian needed to find food in 

order to survive in the 

wilderness. 

 

Without a strong shelter, Brian 

could be hurt or lose his 

belongings. 

The porcupine and skunk both 

came in Brian’s shelter and caused 

him harm. Brian lost his turtle 

eggs. 
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S.T.O.P. 
 

 

Distress Call 
 

 

Mistakes 
 

  
© Gay Miller ~ Book Units Teacher 

Brian used the S.T.O.P. (Sit, Think, 

Observe, and Plan) method several 

times. 

Opinion 

Brian was able to use his head and 

think about his actions before 

carrying out his plan. 

Chapter 6 ~ 

But it struck 

him that he 

ought to find 

a good place 

for the lean-to 

and so he 

decided to 

look around 

first. 

 

Chapter 6 ~ 

He didn’t want 

to be 

anywhere in 

the woods 

when it came 

to be dark. 

And he didn’t 

want to get 

lost – which 

was a real 

problem. 

Reason 

Opinion 

Brian wanted to be rescued, so he 

could return home. 

Chapter 10 ~ 

On another trip 

he looked back 

and saw the 

smoke curling 

up through the 

trees and 

realized, for 

the first time, 

that he now 

had the means 

to make a 

signal fire. 

 

Chapter 12 ~ 

He stood on 

the bluff over 

the lake, his 

face cooking 

in the roaring 

bonfire. . . 

That had 

been a search 

plane . . They 

did not see 

his smoke. 

Reason 

Opinion 

Chapter 14 ~ 

Small mistake 

could turn into 

disasters, funny 

little mistakes 

could snowball 

so that while 

you were still 

smiling at the 

humor you 

could find 

yourself looking 

at death. 

 

Chapter 13 

~ Brian 

remembers 

his early 

mistakes, 

for example 

the bow that 

had almost 

blinded him. 

Reason 

Evidence Evidence Evidence 

Brian should build a signal fire 

so others could find him. 

Brian had to be extremely careful 

because he would not be able to 

find help if he hurt himself. 

Brian had only himself to rely on. 
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Equipment 
 

 

Fire 
 

 

Attitude 
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The hatchet was the most 

important possession Brian owned 

in the wilderness. 

Opinion 

Brian was able to use his hatchet 

to make tools for hunting, a safe 

shelter, and fire. 

Chapter 5 ~ 

He had 

nothing. Well, 

almost 

nothing. . .. A 

fingernail 

clipper. A bill-

fold with a 

twenty dollar 

bill . . .belt. . . 

the hatchet. .  

Chapter 8 ~ 

The hatchet 

was the key 

to it all. 

Reason 

Opinion 

Brian could use the fire to keep 

away the mosquitoes, cook food, 

and make a signal fire. 

Chapter 10 ~ It 

was a 

wonderful 

discovery. The 

mosquitos had 

nearly driven 

him mad and 

the thought of 

being rid of 

them lifted his 

spirits. 

Chapter 13 ~ 

He cut a green 

willow fork 

and held the 

fork over the 

fire until the 

skin crackled 

and peeled 

away and the 

meat inside 

was flaky and 

moist and 

tender.  

 

Reason 

Opinion 

Chapter 5 ~ 

Brian had once 

had an English 

teacher, a guy 

named 

Perpich, who 

was always 

talking about 

being positive. 

. . stay 

positive and 

stay on top of 

things. 

Chapter 13 ~ 

He was not the 

same. The 

plane passing 

changed him, 

the 

disappointment 

cut him down 

and made him 

new.. .he would 

not let death in 

again..  

 

Reason 

Evidence Evidence Evidence 

Learning how to make a fire was 

a turning point for Brian. 

Brian had to keep a positive 

attitude to survive. 

If Brian had not awakened with a 

better attitude after the plane 

came and left without him, he 

would have just died. 
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