
6th Grade Book Projects 

Group Members: ____________________________ 

As a group, complete the following project for the book Hatchet. When your 

project is completed, it will need to contain the listed vocabulary (underlined 

words)  as well as the following items: 

1. A display with pictures and props 

2. Research paper with a minimum of 2 pages. It must contain: 

a. A list of primary and secondary sources 

b. Bibliography written in MLA style 

3. ½ hour class time will be given beginning on Oct. 20, 2009 

4. Projects are due Friday morning (8:00 AM) November 6th. 

The projects are as follows: 

A. Single engine plane ( Cessna)  

a. Time zones traveled 

b. Altitude 

c. Altimeter 

d. Aerodynamics 

e. Air speed ( knots) 

f. Prop- Simulated Cockpit  and paper airplane to demonstrate how 

an airplane works 

B. Tundra/Taiga Intersection 

a. Topography  

b. Latitude 

c. Seasons 

d. Plant/animal interactions 

e. Prop- biome of the Tundra/Taiga ( 3D) 

C. Survival 

a. Reflection 

b. Refraction 

c. Food/water diet 

d. Salt intake Energy pyramid 

e. Prop- food tasting (quail,  raspberries, fish , rabbit, gut cherries)  



D. Hygiene 

a. Sanitation  

i. Cleanliness 

ii. Toileting ( best leaves for toilet tissue) 

b. Water distillation for clean water 

c. Prop- toothbrush from birch bark and make soap 

E. Heart attacks  

a. Causes 

b. Symptoms 

c. What happens to the heart 

d. First Aid for a heart attack victim 

e. Prop- Power Point presentation on the above information 

F. Isolation/Sanity 

a. How do people survive in isolation 

b. Prisoners of war  

c. Prop- uses of everyday items to survive 

G. Weather 

a. Climatic patterns 

b. Layers of the atmosphere 

c. Atmospheric patterns of a tornado 

d. Precipitation graph 

e. Temperature graph 

f. Prop- tornado in a tube 

H. Shelter 

a. Protection from elements (wind,rain,heat,animals) 

b. History of new materials used today for protection 

c.  Prop- Design a shelter and make rope from birch bark 

I. Safety 

a. UV rays 

b. Mosquitoes/parasites 

c. Water purity/water cycle 

d. Medicinal/harmful  plants 

e. Prop- natural insect repellent from medicinal plants 



J. Emergency Transmitter 

a. Hertz 

b. Electromagnetic spectrum 

c. Radio waves 

d. Frequency 

e. Wavelength 

f. Ham operators 

g. Prop- design a Ham radio 

K. Survival Kit 

a. How to make a fire 

b. Heat flow/Energy translation 

c. Protection (weapons) 

d. Items needed to survive in the wild 

e. Prop- design weapons to hunt food and gadgets to collect water 

and cook food 

 

L. Biography of author Gary Paulsen 

a. Identify author’s purpose for writing 

b. Identify the audience 

c. Identify the literary genre  of this book 

d. Identify the setting of the story 

e. Identify the conflict present in the plot 

f. Main ideas of the plot 

g. Point of View of story ( first person, second person, etc) 

h. Implied theme 

i. Examples of figurative language used (hyperbole, simile, 

metaphor, personification) 

j. Examples of sound devices ( accent, alliteration, onomatopoeia, 

rhyme, repetition) 

k. Prop- Picture of author, time line of his life, writings placed on the 

time line and hardcopies  of other writings 

 

 



Book Project Rubric 

Group Project: _____________________________________________________ 

Student: ____________________________________ 

 Vocabulary Display Research 

Paper 

Oral Presentation 

3 Contains 

100 % of 

Listed 

vocabulary 

Neat, well-

organized 

Appropriate 

props 

2 page 

paper 

Contains 

complete 

Bibliography 

Able to summarize 

project and the  role 

played within the 

group 

2 Contains 80-

99 % of 

Listed 

vocabulary 

Somewhat 

organized, 

contains 

props 

1 ½ page 

paper 

Contains 

complete 

bibliography 

Able to partially 

summarize project 

and the role played 

within the group 

1 Contains 50-

79% of 

Listed 

vocabulary 

Display is 

disorganized, 

contains no 

props 

1 page 

paper 

Contains 

partial 

bibliography 

Weak summary and 

role played within 

the group 

0 Contains < 

50 % of 

Listed 

vocabulary 

No display, 

no props 

½ page 

paper 

Contains no 

bibliography 

Presentation is 

disorganized and 

contribution to group 

was minimal 

 



Book Project Rubric 

Group Project: _____________________________________________________ 

Student: ____________________________________ 

 Vocabulary Display Research 

Paper 

Oral Presentation 

3 Contains 

100 % of 

Listed 

vocabulary 

Neat, well-

organized 

Appropriate 

props 

2 page 

paper 

Contains 

complete 

Bibliography 

Able to 

summarize 

project and the  

role played within 

the group 

2 Contains 80-

99 % of 

Listed 

vocabulary 

Somewhat 

organized, 

contains 

props 

1 ½ page 

paper 

Contains 

complete 

bibliography 

Able to partially 

summarize 

project and the 

role played within 

the group 

1 Contains 50-

79% of 

Listed 

vocabulary 

Display is 

disorganized, 

contains no 

props 

1 page 

paper 

Contains 

partial 

bibliography 

Weak summary 

and role played 

within the group 

0 Contains < 

50 % of 

Listed 

vocabulary 

No display, 

no props 

½ page 

paper 

Contains no 

bibliography 

Presentation is 

disorganized and 

contribution to 

group was 

minimal 
 


