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Melody  
[cerebral palsy] 

from 
Out of My Mind 

Auggie [genetic 
disorder] from 

Wonder Max [learning 
disability] and Freak 

[morquio 
syndrome] from 
Freak the Mighty 

Sadako [leukemia] 
from 

Sadako and the 
Thousand Paper 

Cranes 

Percy Jackson 
[learning disability]   

from 
The Lightning Thief 

Natalie [autism] 
from 

Al Capone Does My 
Shirts 

David [autism]  
from 
Rules 

Phillip [blind] from 
The Cay 



Activity – Comparing Characters 
 
I have included two pages for students to write brief summaries of characters. Since different 
students are familiar with different books, book/movie trailers are a great way to introduce the 
characters. Below are links to trailers. These links were all active in November 2017 when this post 
was written. If one is removed from Youtube, you should be able to find a replacement pretty 
easily. 
 
Health Problems 
 
Out of My Mind  - Melody has Cerebral Palsy. 
Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes - Sadako got leukemia after the United States dropped an 
atomic bomb on Hiroshima. 
The Cay - Phillip was blinded shortly after his ship the Hato was torpedoed by Germans. 
Freak the Mighty - Kevin, known as Freak, has Morquio syndrome. This causes the outside of his 
body to grow slower than the inside. 
Wonder - Auggie has a rare facial deformity he calls "mandibulofacial dysostosis", more commonly 
known as Treacher Collins syndrome, and a cleft palate. 
 
Learning Differences 
Rules – David has autism. 
Al Capone Does My Shirts – Natalie has autism. 

Note: Rules and Al Capone Does My Shirts would be great books to compare and contrast as 
both are told from the perspective of siblings living with a brother/sister with autism. 

Fish in a Tree - Ally has dyslexia. 
The Goldfish Boy - Matthew suffers from severe obsessive-compulsive disorder. He hasn't been to 
school in weeks. 
The Lightning Thief – Percy has a learning disability. 
 
Additional Organizers 
On pages 5-6, you will find two organizers that are designed to compare and contrast two 
characters. Select any two characters from books your students have read. Page 7 has spaces 
for students to compare four characters. © Gay Miller 
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Melody 
from Out 
of My Mind 

Sadako from 
Sadado and the 
Thousand Paper 

Cranes 

Phillip 
from The 

Cay 

Kevin from 
Freak the 

Mighty 
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Auggie 
from 

Wonder 

Characters with Health Problems 
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David from 
Rules 

Natalie 
 from Al Capone 
Does My Shirts 

Ally from 
Fish in a 
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Matthew 
from The 
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Auggie 
from 

Wonder 

Learning Differences 
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Compare two characters. 
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Each of these books help students better understand people who face 
challenges.  Some of these characters face learning challenges such as 
Ally in Fish in a Tree with dyslexia. Others have health problems such as 
Kevin in Freak the Mighty with Morquio syndrome or Melody in Out of My 
Mind with Cerebral Palsy. All stories will tug at your heartstrings.  

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Educlips
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Monster-Wrangler-Mike
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Out-of-My-Mind-2434030
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Lightning-Thief-2282097
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Freak-the-Mighty-2094043
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Wonder-1487252
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Cay-278023
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Al-Capone-Does-My-Shirts-2938460
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Rules-Cynthia-Lord-Book-Unit-3140649
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/The-Goldfish-Boy-Lisa-Thompson-Book-Unit-3166108
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Sadako-and-the-Thousand-Paper-Cranes-Eleanor-Coerr-Book-Unit-2496982

