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Thank you for downloading this
preview Crash Book Unit. Other
book units may be found at
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Gay-Miller

This packet contains graphic
organizers for an interactive
notebook
covering
vocabulary,
Constructed
response writing, and skill
practice. I hope your students
enjoy a book study using the
engaging method of using
interactive notebooks.

Crash
By Jerry Spinelli
Genre ~ Realistic Fiction
Interest Level ~ Grades 6-8
Grade Level Equivalent: 4.8
Lexile Measure®: 560L
~ Page 2 © Gay Miller ~

Table of Contents
Materials Needed for Creating the Foldable Graphic Organizers

5

Lesson Plans at a Glance

6

How to Use this Resource

7

Vocabulary Teaching Method

8

Vocabulary List

10

Vocabulary Bookmarks

16

Vocabulary Word Cards

18

Vocabulary Storage Pocket

22

Vocabulary Practice Booklet

23

Vocabulary Test

41

Comprehension

45

Allusions

46

How to Use the Resource/Common Core Alignment

49

Comprehension Chapters 1-4

52

Constructed Response – Character Traits of Crash

54

Comprehension Chapters 5-8

56

Constructed Response – Comparing Characters

58

Comprehension Chapters 9-12

60

Constructed Response (Chapter 9) – Point of View

62

Constructed Response (Chapters 10-11) – Problem and Solution Chain

64

Comprehension Chapters 13-16

66

Constructed Response – Point of View

68

Comprehension Chapters 17-20

71

Constructed Response (Chapters 17-20) – Summarizing

73

Comprehension Chapters 21-24

75

Constructed Response (Chapters 23-24) – Course of Action

77

Comprehension Chapters 25-28

79

Constructed Response – Setting

81

Constructed Response (Chapters 1-28) – Figurative Language

83

Comprehension Chapters 29-32

89

Constructed Response – Acrostic

91

Comprehension Chapters 33-36

93

Constructed Response (Chapters 33-36) – Mood

95

Comprehension Chapters 37-40

97

Constructed Response (Chapters 37-40) – Summarizing

99

~ Page 3 © Gay Miller ~

Comprehension Chapters 41-44

101

Constructed Response – Character Traits and Motives of Crash

103

Constructed Response –Theme

105

Comprehension Chapters 45-49

107

Constructed Response – Comparing Books

109

Constructed Response – Tone

111

Constructed Response – Plot Development Chart

112

Skills

117

Figurative Language Common Core Standards

118

Figurative Language Response Cards

119

Figurative Language Organizers

125

Common Core Writing Standards

135

Lesson 1 – What is a Cause and Effect Essay

137

Lesson 2 – Selecting a Topic

141

Lesson 3 – Thesis Statement

144

Lesson 4 – The Introductory Paragraph Including Two Practice Exercises

153

Lesson 5 – The Body of Your Essay Including Transition Words

162

Lesson 6 – The Conclusion Paragraph

175

Lesson 7 – Proofreading and Editing

179

Craftivity

183

Mood vs. Tone

185

Conflict in Literature

191

Types of Characters

197

Flashback and Foreshadowing

202

Credits

209

~ Page 4 © Gay Miller ~

Lesson Plans at a Glance
Read

Vocabulary
Words

Vocabulary
Practice Book

Comp.
Practice

Constructed Response
Question

Skill Practice

Chapters
1-4

stance
bamboozle

Page 1

Chapters
1-4

Character Traits of Crash

Figurative Language –
Response Cards and
Organizers

Chapters
5-8

claptrap
pester

Page 2

Chapters
5-8

Comparing Characters

Cause/Effect Essay:
Lesson 1 – What is a
Cause and Effect Essay?

Chapters
9-12

bonkers
smirk

Page 3

Chapters
9-12

Point of View
Problem and Solution
Chain

Cause/Effect Essay:
Lesson 2 – Selecting a
Topic

Chapters
13-16

hazardous
snooty

Page 4

Chapters
13-16

Point of View

Cause/Effect Essay:
Lesson 3 – Thesis
Statement

Chapters
17-20

ovation
forlorn

Page 5

Chapters
17-20

Summarizing

Cause/Effect Essay:
Lesson 4 – The
Introductory Paragraph

Chapters
21-24

dinky
barge

Page 6

Chapters
21-24

Course of Action

Cause/Effect Essay:
Lesson 5 –
Essay Body

Chapters
25-28

galore
aspect

Chapters
25-28

Setting
Figurative Language

Cause/Effect Essay:
Lesson 6 – The Conclusion
Paragraph

Chapters
29-32

cockamamie
vermin

Page 8

Chapters
29-32

Acrostic

Cause/Effect Essay:
Lesson 7 – Proofreading
and Editing

Chapters
33-36

woozy
caper

Page 9

Chapters
33-36

Mood

Mood/Tone

Chapters
37-40

intercept
scram

Page 10

Chapters
37-40

Summarizing

Conflict – Internal and
External Conflicts

Chapters
41-44

demolish
intend

Page 11

Chapters
41-44

Character Traits and
Motives of Crash
Theme

Types of Characters

Chapters
45-49

anchor
regret

Page 12

Chapters
45-49

Comparing Books
Plot Development Chart

Plot Analysis

Page 7

Vocabulary
Test
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Chapter 1
stance (noun) - the physical position of the body, esp. while standing
synonyms:

posture, carriage, deportment, bearing, attitude

It started way back when I got my first football helmet for Christmas. I don’t really
remember this happening, but they say that when my uncle Herm’s family came
over to see our presents, as they were coming through the front door I got down into
a four-point stance, growled, “Hut! Hut! Hut!” and charged ahead with my brandnew helmet.

Chapter 3
bamboozle (verb) - to trick by deceptive claims, flattery, or the like; deceive
synonyms:

cheat, con, trick, hoodwink, swindle, dupe, fool, take in

He started to say something. I poked him in the chest. “You call me that and I’ll cut
your hair off.” I held up the kitchen knife that I was peeling the tree with. I had him so
bamboozled he didn’t know which way was up. I was practically choking trying not
to laugh.
.
Chapter 6
claptrap (noun) - insincere or pretentious talk or language
synonyms:

nonsense, humbug, drivel, hogwash, twaddle, bunkum, rubbish, rot,
baloney, blarney, jargon

I guessed I was getting a little tired of all this claptrap. I aimed myself straight at
Webb. “What am I supposed to know?” Webb’s eyes shifted to me. “I was supposed
to tell you we’re vegetarians.”

Chapter 8
pester (verb) - to persistently and irritatingly request
synonyms:

annoy, harass, worry, disturb, hector, hound, nag, ride, bother

They kept asking me to go other places, too. I just said no to everything, or I told them
my father was taking me to ball games and stuff. Along around third grade they
finally stopped pestering me, so I could stop pestering my dad.
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This Crash Book Unit contains 24 vocabulary words, 2 focus words for each reading selection. For daily
practice a booklet is provided like the one pictured here. In this preview, I included the first page of the
booklet, so you can give it a try. Following the sample vocabulary page is the answer key.
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Chapters 1-4 [stance and bamboozle]
1. Circle six words in the box that are synonyms of

bamboozle.

inform
improve

teach
trick

swindle
educate

enlighten

dupe

cheat

instruct

con

hoodwink

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Read the following definitions of stance.
a) the physical position of the body, esp. while
standing
b) the opinions or attitude of someone with regard to
something
List which definition of stance is used in each of the
following sentences by writing a or b in the blanks in
front of each sentence.
2. _______ I saw her angry stance and decided to go
the other direction.
3. _______ Do you agree with his stance on foreign
policy?
4. _______ Brittany’s batting stance is textbook
perfect.
5. _______ He changed his stance after seeing all the
evidence.
6. _______ She maintained a neutral stance during the
negotiations.
7. _______ She was criticized for her antiwar stance.
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Chapters 1-4 [stance and bamboozle]
1. Circle six words in the box that are synonyms of

bamboozle.

inform
improve

teach
trick

swindle
educate

enlighten

dupe

cheat

instruct

con

hoodwink

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2. Read the following definitions of stance.
a) the physical position of the body, esp. while
standing
b) the opinions or attitude of someone with regard to
something
List which definition of stance is used in each of the
following sentences by writing a or b in the blanks in
front of each sentence.
3. ___a____ I saw her angry stance and decided to go
the other direction.
4. ___b____ Do you agree with his stance on foreign
policy?
5. ___a____ Brittany’s batting stance is textbook
perfect.
6. ___b____ He changed his stance after seeing all the
evidence.
7. ___b____ She maintained a neutral stance during
the negotiations.
8. ___b____ She was criticized for her antiwar stance.
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Comprehension
This section contains a one page printable comprehension
practice for each reading selection. The chart below is the key
to the types of questions for the comprehension questions. The
section also contains Constructed responses exercises. The
Constructed response pages that are chapter specific list the
chapters they should be used with. If chapter numbers are not
listed the questions are flexible and may be used at different
points in the story.

Types of Questions Key
detail / inference
main idea /
summarizing / theme
character/ setting /
plot / events
word meaning /
figurative language
text structure
point of view
different forms of the
same story
compare and contrast
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Option 1
Have students use the graphic organizer for notes. Notice the notes are not in complete
sentences. Glue the organizer to the left side of the notebook page. On the right side of
the notebook, students use the notes to write the details in paragraph form.

Option 2
Students fill in the
organizers only.
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Common Core State Standards Reading: Literature

Chapter 9
Chapters 10-11
Chapters 17-20
Chapters 23-24
Chapters 1-28
Chapters 33-36
Chapters 37-40

Entire Book
Entire Book
Entire Book

Character Traits of Crash
Comparing Characters
Point of View
Problem and Solution Chain
Point of View
Summarizing
Course of Action
Setting
Figurative Language
Acrostic
Mood
Summarizing
Character Traits and Motives of Crash
Theme
Comparing Books
Tone
Plot Development Chart

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.5.9

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.5.7

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.5.6

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.5.5

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.5.4

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.5.3

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.5.2

Writing prompts without chapter numbers listed are
flexible and can be used at different points in the
story.

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.5.1

5 Grade
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CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.5.10

th



















Common Core State Standards Reading: Literature

Chapter 9
Chapters 10-11
Chapters 17-20
Chapters 23-24
Chapters 1-28
Chapters 33-36
Chapters 37-40

Entire Book
Entire Book
Entire Book

Character Traits of Crash
Comparing Characters
Point of View
Problem and Solution Chain
Point of View
Summarizing
Course of Action
Setting
Figurative Language
Acrostic
Mood
Summarizing
Character Traits and Motives of Crash
Theme
Comparing Books
Tone
Plot Development Chart

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.6.9

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.6.7

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.6.6

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.6.5

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.6.4

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.6.3

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.6.2

Writing prompts without chapter numbers listed are
flexible and can be used at different points in the
story.

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.6.1

6 Grade
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CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.6.10

th



















Common Core State Standards Reading: Literature

th

Chapter 9
Chapters 10-11
Chapters 17-20
Chapters 23-24
Chapters 1-28
Chapters 33-36
Chapters 37-40

Entire Book
Entire Book
Entire Book

Character Traits of Crash
Comparing Characters
Point of View
Problem and Solution Chain
Point of View
Summarizing
Course of Action
Setting
Figurative Language
Acrostic
Mood
Summarizing
Character Traits and Motives of Crash
Theme
Comparing Books
Tone
Plot Development Chart
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CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.7.10

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.7.9

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.7.7

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.7.6

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.7.5

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.7.4

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.7.3

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.7.2

Writing prompts without chapter numbers listed are
flexible and can be used at different points in the
story.

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.7.1

7 Grade



















Crash ~ Chapters 1-4
1. The story is told from which point of view?
a.
b.
c.
d.

1st through Penn
1st through John (Crash)
3rd through Penn
3rd through John (Crash)

a.
b.
c.
d.

3. Chapters 1-4 is most like which of the following
stories.

a.
b.
c.
d.

2. Which word best describes John?
friendly
bully
likeable
humorous

4. Read this passage from Chapter 4.
“Bam! Bam! Bam!” Tracer jets of water smacked
the button while he stood there drenched and
monkey-faced and droopy. I was laughing so hard
I thought I’d bust a gut.

Where the Wild Things Are
The Ugly Duckling
Pinocchio
Goldilocks and the Three Bears

Explain why you selected this title.
________________________________________

Highlight the figurative language in this passage
using this guide:
metaphor – green
onomatopoeia – yellow
idiom – blue

________________________________________
________________________________________

5. Sequence the following events in order.
______ John pulled off Penn’s flickertail button
and buried it.
______The boys raced to the mailbox..
______Penn wouldn’t shoot Crash with the water
gun.
______John asked his sister if they had a great
grandfather.
______John got his nickname when he was a
young boy and received a football helmet for
Christmas.
______ John told Penn his name wasn’t Mergatroid
but Humphrey.

6. Complete the chart.
Crash

Penn

siblings
father’s
jobs
demeanor
talents

8. Chapters 1-4 can best be described as ---.

7. Read this passage from Chapter 1.
Strollllll-ing. Strolling and gawking at the houses
and whistling a happy little dorky tune like some
Sneezy or Snoozy or whatever their names are.

a.
b.
c.
d.

flash forward
flashback
flash sideways
foreshadowing

Why is strolling spelled with six l’s?
________________________________________
What does the word gawking mean?
________________________________________
Which type of figurative language does the
passage contain?
________________________________________
Who is Sneezy or Snoozy?
________________________________________
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Crash ~ Chapters 1-4
1. The story is told from which point of view?
a.
b.
c.
d.

1st through Penn
1st through John (Crash)
3rd through Penn
3rd through John (Crash)

a.
b.
c.
d.

3. Chapters 1-4 is most like which of the following
stories.

a.
b.
c.
d.

2. Which word best describes John?
friendly
bully
likeable
humorous

4. Read this passage from Chapter 4.
“Bam! Bam! Bam!” Tracer jets of water smacked
the button while he stood there drenched and
monkey-faced and droopy. I was laughing so hard
I thought I’d bust a gut.

Where the Wild Things Are
The Ugly Duckling
Pinocchio
Goldilocks and the Three Bears

Explain why you selected this title.
________________________________________

Highlight the figurative language in this passage
using this guide:
metaphor – green
onomatopoeia – yellow
idiom – blue

________________________________________
________________________________________

5. Sequence the following events in order.
___2___ John pulled off Penn’s flickertail button
and buried it.
___6___ The boys raced to the mailbox..
___5___ Penn wouldn’t shoot Crash with the water
gun.
___4___ John asked his sister if they had a great
grandfather.
___1___ John got his nickname when he was a
young boy and received a football helmet for
Christmas.
___3___ John told Penn his name wasn’t
Mergatroid but Humphrey.

6. Complete the chart.
Crash

Penn

siblings

sister

none

father’s
jobs

businessman

painter

demeanor

bully

passive

talents

athletics

fast runner

8. Chapters 1-4 can best be described as ---.

7. Read this passage from Chapter 1.
Strollllll-ing. Strolling and gawking at the houses
and whistling a happy little dorky tune like some
Sneezy or Snoozy or whatever their names are.

a.
b.
c.
d.

flash forward
flashback
flash sideways
foreshadowing

Why is strolling spelled with six l’s?
Penn is walking sllllowly. This shows the motion.
What does the word gawking mean?
staring in a stupid way
Which type of figurative language does the
passage contain?
Simile – uses like to compare Pen to the Seven
Dwarfs
Who is Sneezy or Snoozy?
One of the Seven Dwarfs
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Constructed Response – Character Traits
Draw a picture of Crash. In the right-hand column, list character traits for Crash.
Crash on the “Inside”

Picture of Crash

Trait ______________________________ Proof from Text
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
Trait ______________________________ Proof from Text
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
Trait ______________________________ Proof from Text
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how
characters interact).
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.3 Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as the
plot moves toward a resolution.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.3 Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot).

~ Page 17 © Gay Miller ~

Constructed Response – Character Traits
Draw a picture of Crash. In the right-hand column, list character traits for Crash.
Crash on the “Inside”

Picture of Crash

Trait _______bully__________ Proof from Text
Chapter 1 ~ I plucked the silly button off his shirt, dumped it
in the hole I was digging, and covered it over with dirt. I
stomped and flattened the dirt with my foot.
Chapter 3 ~ I was almost starting to enjoy this kid, like I was
the cat and he was my mouse.

Trait _______sarcastic_______ Proof from Text
“My name’s not Mergatroid,” I told him. He gawked at me.
“No?” “No. It’s Humphrey.”
...
“My name’s not Humphrey, either!” I rode on.

Trait _______rude_____________ Proof from Text
Chapter 2 ~ “What’s it say?” “Peace,” he said. “Peace?” I
snickered. “What kind of junk is that to say on a button?” I
pretended to reach for the button. His hand shot up to cover
it. “Hah!” I laughed. “Tricked ya.”

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how
characters interact).
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.3 Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as the
plot moves toward a resolution.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.3 Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot).
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Following the comprehension and Constructed response writing is a set of
language arts and writing lessons. This unit includes the following:


Figurative Language Response Cards and Foldable Graphic Organizers

Seven Lessons Teaching Students how to Write Cause and Effect Essays








Lesson
Lesson
Lesson
Lesson
Lesson
Lesson
Lesson

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

–
–
–
–
–
–
–

What is a Cause and Effect Essay
Selecting a Topic
Thesis Statement
The Introductory Paragraph Including Two Practice Exercises
The Body of Your Essay Including Transition Words
The Conclusion Paragraph
Proofreading and Editing

Additional Skill Lessons





Mood vs. Tone
Conflict in Literature
Types of Characters
Flashback and Foreshadowing
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Figurative Language Organizers
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Lesson 1 – What is a Cause and Effect Essay?

Lesson 3 – Writing a Thesis Statement
You can try this lesson out for free at the following links.


Writing a Thesis Statement



This PowerPoint contains 33 slides and goes along with the three
organizers.
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Lesson 4 – The Introductory Paragraph

Lesson 5 – The Body of Your Essay including Transition
Words ~ Organizer and Mini Books
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Lesson 6 – The Conclusion Paragraph

Essays may be glued to
the
bottom
of
the
detective image with or
without the “Investigative
Report” cover.
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Tone vs. Mood ~ 2 Flap Organizer
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Conflict in Literature
Having students draw and color notes (a left brain activity) while learning facts (a
right brain activity) promotes active learning since both sides of the brain are
active. The improved communication helps students focus and retain information.
Graffiti Notes are provided for this skill. If you have students cut away the borders,
these will fit nicely into an interactive notebook for reference.
Have students write definitions and/or examples using each type of conflict.
Following the printables an answer key is provided. As with the foldable organizers
the answer keys may be used as a sample for students to follow, for
differentiated instructions, or for students who were absent.
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Types of Characters
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Flashback and Foreshadowing
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If you like this unit, you might also like some on the following book units found at Teachers
Pay Teachers:
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Microsoft
Office
Clipart
Gallery
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Teachers Pay
Teachers
http://www.teachersp
ayteachers.com/Store
/Gay-Miller

Visit my website at
http://bookunitsteacher.com/

Visit me on
Pinterest at
http://www.pinterest
.com/lindagaymiller/
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