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15 COMPREHENSION CHECKS 



 
I always learn so much when I do 
a Gay Miller novel study and 
"Among the Hidden" is no 
different! I love the vocabulary 

she pulled from the chapters 
(two words for two chapters). The 
comprehension questions are 
deep-thinking while being grade-
appropriate for my 5th graders. 

This resources helps both my kids 
and myself understand the text 
better and continue to 
practice/master our reading skills.  

-Morgan 

 
This is a nice resource for a 
novel study. I love the 
vocabulary; the words chosen 

from the text were perfect for 
my students. I also heavily 
used the context quizses and 
vocab quizzes. I used one of 
the drawing responses and 
they did really well on it!. This 

was nice validation that they 
were actually reading the 
novel and comprehending it. 

-Tracy 

 
W.O.W.! This is one of the most 
comprehensive novel studies I have 

seen! There is so many great resources. 
So impressed! I am definitely going to 
be checking out your other resources. 

-Lisa 

 
My students are loving this 
book, and I am able to gain 
deeper insight into their 

understanding using this 
packet. I am thankful for the 
variety of activities that it offers 
covering figurative language, 
vocabulary, comprehension, 
character development, etc. 

Thanks for creating another 
great novel study unit! 

-Heather 

 
All of your novel unit resources have been 
so invaluable! The standards each activity 
meets and the skills each one builds are 
amazing! Thank you for continuing to share 

these with us! Life and sanity saving!  
-TeachingOnCaffeine 
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without 
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Full Page 
Answer Keys 



SAMPLE SKILL LESSON  
 

 

Students learn the rules 

with the organizer. 

SAMPLE SKILL LESSON 

Practice 

Skills Tone vs Mood 

Skills – Writing Dialogue and  
Context Clues 

Skills – 9 Lessons on Writing an 
Argumentative Essay 

 
My favorite part of this resource is the argumentative essay! I know in fifth grade that is what 

they are tested on and I am so excited to use it with them!  
-Kylla 
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Boom Cards are digital task cards that students play on the Boom 

Learning Website.  

 

They…  

 are fully digital – require no printing, paper, ink, etc. 

 may be used on all modern browsers 

 are played on devices connected to the Internet 

 can be used for student practice at no cost to you 

 

When you purchase this novel study from TPT, you will receive 

special links to these Boom Cards. When you click on one of these 

links, you will be asked to sign into your account or create a free 

account at the Boom Learning Website. The special links in the paid 

resource let the Boom Learning site know you have purchased the 

deck. When you click the link, Boom Learning sends the Boom Deck 

to your Boom Library, so your students can access them. Students 

can play for free or data will be tracked for you with the Boom 

Learning Paid Subscription. 

Click here for a playable 

preview on Boom Learning. 

https://wow.boomlearning.com/store/bundle/vCFb6HZwopXmExCij?ref=self
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This is a great book study for Among 
the Hidden! It is jampacked with 
paper and digital resources. I did 
not use all the resources it had to 

offer because we were finishing the 
school year with it , but I definitely 
plan to use it again next year! 

-Dominique 

 
I was very happy with this resource 
and how it allowed me to focus my 
students in on their reading. I used 

this partially in class and partially 
virtual and both versions were 
great. 

-Katelin 
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Chapters 29-30   [guerrilla and sparse] 
 

1. Complete the word web. 

 
 

 

2. Gorilla and guerrilla are two words that are spelled 
differently, have different meanings, but pronounced 

the same. This type of word is called 
_______________________. 

 

Fill in the blanks with either guerrillas or gorillas. 

3. The _______________________were taken to the zoo. 
4. A small band of _________________ blew up the town. 

5. The _______________________were camped out in the 
forest, preparing for their next attack. 
 

 

6. Sort the following words in the correct locations on the T-

chart. 

trees in the 
jungle 

ants at a picnic 
plants in the 

desert 
predators of a 

tiger 

people in the 

city 

hair on a bald 

headed 
person  

Things that are 

Sparse 

Things that are 

not Sparse 

  

  

  

 

Chapters 1-2 [defiance and beckon] 

 
1. Circle six words in the box that are synonyms of 

defiance. 

 

non-cooperation tame despite wishes 

compliance disobedience unruliness 

support against the rules obedience 

rebelliousness agreement help 

 

Read these definitions of beckon. 

(a)   to signal (someone) with your arm or hand in order 

to tell that person to come closer or follow 
(b)  to appear attractive or inviting 

 

Write a or b in the blanks to show the correct meaning of 
the word beckon in each sentence. 

2. ______ He beckoned the boys over to where he was 
standing. 

3. ______ From the time he was a little boy the wilderness 

beckoned him. 
4. ______ The wildlife habitat beckons birdwatchers. 

5. ______ She beckoned the waiter to come. 

 

6. The root word of defiance is ________________. The 
suffix is _____________________. This suffix is used 
to form __________________ from verbs. 

 

 

Page 16 Page 1 

guerrilla 
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Chapters 29-30   [guerrilla and sparse] 

 

 
1. Complete the word web. 

 

 

2. Gorilla and guerrilla are two words that are spelled 

differently, have different meanings, but pronounced the 
same. This type of word is called __homophones__. 

 

Fill in the blanks with either guerrillas or gorillas. 

3. The _____gorillas____ were taken to the zoo. 

4. A small band of ___guerrillas____ blew up the town. 
5. The ___guerrillas____ were camped out in the forest, 

preparing for their next attack. 

 

6. Sort the following words in the correct locations on the T-

chart. 

trees in the 
jungle 

ants at a picnic 
plants in the 

desert 

predators of a 
tiger 

people in the 
city 

hair on a bald 
headed person 

 

Things that are 
Sparse 

Things that are 
not Sparse 

hair on a bald 

headed person 
trees in the jungle 

plants in the desert ants at a picnic 

predators of a tiger people in the city 

 

Chapters 1-2 [defiance and beckon] 

 

1. Circle six words in the box that are synonyms of 
defiance. 

 

non-cooperation tame despite wishes 

compliance disobedience unruliness 

support against the rules obedience 

rebelliousness agreement help 

 

Read these definitions of beckon. 

(a)   to signal (someone) with your arm or hand in order 
to tell that person to come closer or follow 

(b)  to appear attractive or inviting 
 

Write a or b in the blanks to show the correct meaning of 

the word beckon in each sentence. 

2. ___a____ He beckoned the boys over to where he was 

standing. 
3. ___b____ From the time he was a little boy the 

wilderness beckoned him. 

4. ___b____ The wildlife habitat beckons birdwatchers. 
5. ___a____ She beckoned the waiter to come. 

 

6. The root word of defiance is ____defy____. The suffix is 

___-ance____. This suffix is used to form __nouns___ 
from verbs. 

 

 

Page 16 Page 1 

guerrilla 

small group of 
soldiers 

revolutionary 
independent 

fighters 
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Among the Hidden ~ Chapters 1-2 

1. The story is told from which point of view? 

a. 1st  

b. 3rd person through limited to Luke’s 
perspective 

c. 3rd person objective  

d. 3rd person omniscient (all-knowing) 

2. Which phrase best describes Luke? 

 

a. resourceful with things on the farm 

b. uncaring about change 

c. angry at this luck 

d. hungering for freedom 

 

3. Chapters 1-2 are most like which of the 

following stories? 

 

a. Holes (Stanley is sent to a Juvenile 
Detention Center for stealing tennis shoes.) 

b. Number the Stars (Annemarie helps her 
Jewish friend hide during the German 
invasion of Denmark.) 

c. Black Beauty (Beauty is passed from owner 
to owner some sensitive and others cruel.) 

d. The Sign of the Beaver (Matt is left in the 
Maine wilderness while his father goes home 
to gather the family.) 

 
Explain why you selected this title. 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________ 

4. Read this passage from Chapter 1. 

Death was a fly that stopped buzzing when the 
swatter hit it. 

Which type of figurative language is used? 

a.  alliteration 

b. metaphor 

c. personification 

d. simile 

Explain how the thought of death made Luke 
feel.  

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________ 

5.  Sequence the following events in order. 

______ Luke takes a few minutes to enjoy the 
outdoors.  

______ Luke’s brothers complain because Luke 
won’t have to help with the chores. 

______ Luke’s father tells him he must stay 
away from the windows. 
______ Luke’s mother calls out for him to hide. 

______ The narrator explains why Luke must 
hide. 

______ In three seconds, Luke’s mother has 
hidden all evidence of Luke. 

6. Read this passage from Chapter 2. 

"I always wanted a John, too," she said. 
"'Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, bless the bed 

that I lie on.' But then I thank the Lord that I 
have you, at least. And it's worked out, the 

hiding, hasn't it?" 

What is the significance of these names? 
a. These are the four evangelists who wrote 

Gospels, accounts of Jesus’s life. 
b. These are all common names that are 

frequently used together. 
c. These names are part of a song. 
d. These names were all used in a fairy tale. 

7. What is the most likely reason Luke has not 

been allowed to watch television? 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________ 

8. Chapter 2 is told as ---. 

a. a flash forward 
b. a backstory 

c. a flash sideways  
d. foreshadowing 
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  Constructed Response – Setting  

 

 
 
 
 
 

Place Where the Story Takes Place                                                                                                                                    

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Time the Story Takes Place 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_____________________ Importance of the Setting                                                                                                                                     

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

 

 

                Mood - Atmosphere of the Setting 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Setting 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing 
on specific details in the text (e.g., how characters interact). 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.3 Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how 
the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution.  
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.3 Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the 
characters or plot). 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/5/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/6/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/7/3/
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Among the Hidden ~ Chapters 1-2 

1. The story is told from which point of view? 

a. 1st  

b. 3rd person through limited to Luke’s 
perspective 

c. 3rd person objective  

d. 3rd person omniscient (all-knowing) 

2. Which phrase best describes Luke? 

 

a. resourceful with things on the farm 

b. uncaring about change 

c. angry at this luck 

d. hungering for freedom 

 

3. Chapters 1-2 are most like which of the 

following stories? 

 

a. Holes (Stanley is sent to a Juvenile Detention 
Center for stealing tennis shoes.) 

b. Number the Stars (Annemarie helps her 
Jewish friend hide during the German invasion 
of Denmark.) 

c. Black Beauty (Beauty is passed from owner to 
owner some sensitive and others cruel.) 

d. The Sign of the Beaver (Matt is left in the 
Maine wilderness while his father goes home 
to gather the family.) 

 
Explain why you selected this title. 

Both Luke and Annemarie had to hide/hide others 
from authority figures to keep from being harmed. 

4. Read this passage from Chapter 1. 

Death was a fly that stopped buzzing when the 
swatter hit it. 

Which type of figurative language is used? 

a.  alliteration 

b. metaphor 

c. personification 

d. simile 

Explain how the thought of death made Luke feel. 
He doesn’t really understand death. The thought of 

death makes him feel funny, but he can’t really 
relate to it except through the runts in the pig 
litter and the fly. 

5.  Sequence the following events in order. 

___2___ Luke takes a few minutes to enjoy the 

outdoors.  
___4___ Luke’s brothers complain because Luke 

won’t have to help with the chores. 
___3___ Luke’s father tells him he must stay away 
from the windows. 

___1___ Luke’s mother calls out for him to hide. 
___6___ The narrator explains why Luke must 

hide. 
___5___ In three seconds, Luke’s mother has 

hidden all evidence of Luke. 

6. Read this passage from Chapter 2. 

"I always wanted a John, too," she said. 

"'Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, bless the bed 
that I lie on.' But then I thank the Lord that I have 

you, at least. And it's worked out, the hiding, 
hasn't it?" 

What is the significance of these names? 

a. These are the four evangelists who wrote 
Gospels, accounts of Jesus’s life. 

b. These are all common names that are 
frequently used together. 

c. These names are part of a song. 

d. These names were all used in a fairy tale. 

7. What is the most likely reason Luke has not 

been allowed to watch television? 

Answers will vary. 

His parents did not want him finding out that he 

was an illegal child. 

8. Chapter 2 is told as ---. 

a. a flash forward 
b. a backstory 
c. a flash sideways  

d. foreshadowing 
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Constructed Response – Setting (Answer Key) 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Place Where the Story Takes Place 

 

The author intentionally leaves out the location. It could be 
in any country on Earth.  

Luke lives on a farm close enough to the city for people to 
commute to work. The farm is bordered by woods that are 
being cut down to build housing. 

 
 
 
 
 

Time the Story Takes Place 

The author intentionally leaves out the year, but it appears 
to be in the near future.  

Importance of the Setting                                                                                                                                     

Because of the woods, Luke had the freedom to go outside 
because he was sheltered from passersby. Since the woods 

are being turned into a housing development, Luke has lost 
this freedom. He will be required to stay inside the house 

and away from windows, so no one will know of his 
existence. 

 

 

 

 

                Mood - Atmosphere of the Setting 

The mood is tense. Luke must be hidden in a matter of 
seconds any time someone comes to the house.  

He has never been to school, had a birthday party, or even 
met anyone outside of his family. This is not only a lonely 

existence, but one that causes tension between him and his 
older brothers who feel he is not doing his part of the family 

chores. 

 

 

Setting 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or 
events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how characters 
interact). 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.3 Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a 
series of episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as the plot moves 
toward a resolution.  
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.3 Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact 
(e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot). 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/5/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/6/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/7/3/


Page | 12 Unit Created by Gay Miller 
 

 

Addendum 
Constructed Response Questions 

without Common Core State Standards 

 
Important Update 

Originally 46 states adopted the Common Core State Standards. Many teachers 

have commented that they love having the standards on pages with 

constructed response writing prompts for accountability reasons. Now 

educational trends are changing. Many states have repealed Common Core 

and adopted their own state standards. To meet the needs of teachers both 

using and not using Common Core Standards, I have opted to provide the 

writing questions both with and without standards.  

To make creating a printable student packet easier, the comprehension and 

constructed response questions are both included in this section. 
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Among the Hidden ~ Chapters 1-2 

1. The story is told from which point of view? 

a. 1st  

b. 3rd person through limited to Luke’s 
perspective 

c. 3rd person objective  

d. 3rd person omniscient (all-knowing) 

2. Which phrase best describes Luke? 

 

a. resourceful with things on the farm 

b. uncaring about change 

c. angry at this luck 

d. hungering for freedom 

 

3. Chapters 1-2 are most like which of the 

following stories? 

 

a. Holes (Stanley is sent to a Juvenile 
Detention Center for stealing tennis shoes.) 

b. Number the Stars (Annemarie helps her 
Jewish friend hide during the German 
invasion of Denmark.) 

c. Black Beauty (Beauty is passed from owner 
to owner some sensitive and others cruel.) 

d. The Sign of the Beaver (Matt is left in the 
Maine wilderness while his father goes home 
to gather the family.) 

 
Explain why you selected this title. 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________ 

4. Read this passage from Chapter 1. 

Death was a fly that stopped buzzing when the 
swatter hit it. 

Which type of figurative language is used? 

a.  alliteration 

b. metaphor 

c. personification 

d. simile 

Explain how the thought of death made Luke 
feel.  

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________ 

5.  Sequence the following events in order. 

______ Luke takes a few minutes to enjoy the 
outdoors.  

______ Luke’s brothers complain because Luke 
won’t have to help with the chores. 

______ Luke’s father tells him he must stay 
away from the windows. 
______ Luke’s mother calls out for him to hide. 

______ The narrator explains why Luke must 
hide. 

______ In three seconds, Luke’s mother has 
hidden all evidence of Luke. 

6. Read this passage from Chapter 2. 

"I always wanted a John, too," she said. 
"'Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, bless the bed 

that I lie on.' But then I thank the Lord that I 
have you, at least. And it's worked out, the 

hiding, hasn't it?" 

What is the significance of these names? 
a. These are the four evangelists who wrote 

Gospels, accounts of Jesus’s life. 
b. These are all common names that are 

frequently used together. 
c. These names are part of a song. 
d. These names were all used in a fairy tale. 

7. What is the most likely reason Luke has not 

been allowed to watch television? 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________ 

8. Chapter 2 is told as ---. 

a. a flash forward 
b. a backstory 

c. a flash sideways  
d. foreshadowing 
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  Constructed Response – Setting  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Place Where the Story Takes Place                                                                                                                                    

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Time the Story Takes Place 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_____________________ 
Importance of the Setting                                                                                                                                     

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

 

 

                Mood - Atmosphere of the Setting 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Setting 
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student you serve.  
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• You may not upload this product to the Internet or 

store it in any public retrieval service of any kind 

outside of using it with your own students. 

• No part of the product may be altered for resell or 

distribution.  

• If you have any questions feel free to contact me 

at teachwithgaymiller@gmail.com. 
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Book Units Teacher Website 
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Check out my new YouTube channel. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-_FZxE6tyrk37q_IQIzTSQ
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