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CHAPTER XI. Who Stole the Tarts?
The King and Queen of Hearts were seated on their throne when they arrived, with a great crowd
assembled about them—all sorts of little birds and beasts, as well as the whole pack of cards: the
Knave was standing before them, in chains, with a soldier on each side to guard him; and near the
King was the White Rabbit, with a trumpet in one hand, and a scroll of parchment in the other. In
the very middle of the court was a table, with a large dish of tarts upon it: they looked so good, that
it made Alice quite hungry to look at them—'I wish they'd get the trial done,' she thought, 'and hand
round the refreshments!' But there seemed to be no chance of this, so she began looking at
everything about her, to pass away the time.
Alice had never been in a court of justice before, but she had read about them in books, and she
was quite pleased to find that she knew the name of nearly everything there. 'That's the judge,' she
said to herself, 'because of his great wig.'
The judge, by the way, was the King; and as he wore his crown over the wig, (look at the
frontispiece if you want to see how he did it,) he did not look at all comfortable, and it was certainly
not becoming.
'And that's the jury-box,' thought Alice, 'and those twelve creatures,' (she was obliged to say
'creatures,' you see, because some of them were animals, and some were birds,) 'I suppose they
are the jurors.' She said this last word two or three times over to herself, being rather proud of it:
for she thought, and rightly too, that very few little girls of her age knew the meaning of it at all.
However, 'jury-men' would have done just as well.
The twelve jurors were all writing very busily on slates. 'What are they doing?' Alice whispered to
the Gryphon. 'They can't have anything to put down yet, before the trial's begun.'
'They're putting down their names,' the Gryphon whispered in reply, 'for fear they should forget
them before the end of the trial.'
'Stupid things!' Alice began in a loud, indignant voice, but she stopped hastily, for the White
Rabbit cried out, 'Silence in the court!' and the King put on his spectacles and looked anxiously
round, to make out who was talking.
Alice could see, as well as if she were looking over their shoulders, that all the jurors were writing
down 'stupid things!' on their slates, and she could even make out that one of them didn't know how
to spell 'stupid,' and that he had to ask his neighbor to tell him. 'A nice muddle their slates'll be in
before the trial's over!' thought Alice.
One of the jurors had a pencil that squeaked. This of course, Alice could not stand, and she went
round the court and got behind him, and very soon found an opportunity of taking it away. She did it
so quickly that the poor little juror (it was Bill, the Lizard) could not make out at all what had
become of it; so, after hunting all about for it, he was obliged to write with one finger for the rest of
the day; and this was of very little use, as it left no mark on the slate.
'Herald, read the accusation!' said the King.
On this the White Rabbit blew three blasts on the trumpet, and then unrolled the parchment scroll,
and read as follows:—
'The Queen of Hearts, she made some tarts,
All on a summer day:
The Knave of Hearts, he stole those tarts,
And took them quite away!'
'Consider your verdict,' the King said to the jury.
'Not yet, not yet!' the Rabbit hastily interrupted. 'There's a great deal to come before that!'
'Call the first witness,' said the King; and the White Rabbit blew three blasts on the trumpet, and
called out, 'First witness!'
The first witness was the Hatter. He came in with a teacup in one hand and a piece of bread-andbutter in the other. 'I beg pardon, your Majesty,' he began, 'for bringing these in: but I hadn't quite
finished my tea when I was sent for.'
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'You ought to have finished,' said the King. 'When did you begin?'
The Hatter looked at the March Hare, who had followed him into the court, arm-in-arm with the
Dormouse. 'Fourteenth of March, I think it was,' he said.
'Fifteenth,' said the March Hare.
'Sixteenth,' added the Dormouse.
'Write that down,' the King said to the jury, and the jury eagerly wrote down all three dates on
their slates, and then added them up, and reduced the answer to shillings and pence.
'Take off your hat,' the King said to the Hatter.
'It isn't mine,' said the Hatter.
'Stolen!' the King exclaimed, turning to the jury, who instantly made a memorandum of the fact.
'I keep them to sell,' the Hatter added as an explanation; 'I've none of my own. I'm a hatter.'
Here the Queen put on her spectacles, and began staring at the Hatter, who turned pale and
fidgeted.
'Give your evidence,' said the King; 'and don't be nervous, or I'll have you executed on the spot.'
This did not seem to encourage the witness at all: he kept shifting from one foot to the other,
looking uneasily at the Queen, and in his confusion he bit a large piece out of his teacup instead of
the bread-and-butter.
Just at this moment Alice felt a very curious sensation, which puzzled her a good deal until she
made out what it was: she was beginning to grow larger again, and she thought at first she would
get up and leave the court; but on second thoughts she decided to remain where she was as long as
there was room for her.
'I wish you wouldn't squeeze so.' said the Dormouse, who was sitting next to her. 'I can hardly
breathe.'
'I can't help it,' said Alice very meekly: 'I'm growing.'
'You've no right to grow here,' said the Dormouse.
'Don't talk nonsense,' said Alice more boldly: 'you know you're growing too.'
'Yes, but I grow at a reasonable pace,' said the Dormouse: 'not in that ridiculous fashion.' And he
got up very sulkily and crossed over to the other side of the court.
All this time the Queen had never left off staring at the Hatter, and, just as the Dormouse crossed
the court, she said to one of the officers of the court, 'Bring me the list of the singers in the last
concert!' on which the wretched Hatter trembled so, that he shook both his shoes off.
'Give your evidence,' the King repeated angrily, 'or I'll have you executed, whether you're nervous
or not.'
'I'm a poor man, your Majesty,' the Hatter began, in a trembling voice, '—and I hadn't begun my
tea—not above a week or so—and what with the bread-and-butter getting so thin—and the twinkling
of the tea—'
'The twinkling of the what?' said the King.
'It began with the tea,' the Hatter replied.
'Of course twinkling begins with a T!' said the King sharply. 'Do you take me for a dunce? Go on!'
'I'm a poor man,' the Hatter went on, 'and most things twinkled after that—only the March Hare
said—'
'I didn't!' the March Hare interrupted in a great hurry.
'You did!' said the Hatter.
'I deny it!' said the March Hare.
'He denies it,' said the King: 'leave out that part.'
'Well, at any rate, the Dormouse said—' the Hatter went on, looking anxiously round to see if he
would deny it too: but the Dormouse denied nothing, being fast asleep.
'After that,' continued the Hatter, 'I cut some more bread-and-butter—'
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'But what did the Dormouse say?' one of the jury asked.
'That I can't remember,' said the Hatter.
'You must remember,' remarked the King, 'or I'll have you executed.'
The miserable Hatter dropped his teacup and bread-and-butter, and went down on one knee. 'I'm
a poor man, your Majesty,' he began.
'You're a very poor speaker,' said the King.
Here one of the guinea-pigs cheered, and was immediately suppressed by the officers of the court.
(As that is rather a hard word, I will just explain to you how it was done. They had a large canvas
bag, which tied up at the mouth with strings: into this they slipped the guinea-pig, head first, and
then sat upon it.)
'I'm glad I've seen that done,' thought Alice. 'I've so often read in the newspapers, at the end of
trials, "There was some attempts at applause, which was immediately suppressed by the officers of
the court," and I never understood what it meant till now.'
'If that's all you know about it, you may stand down,' continued the King.
'I can't go no lower,' said the Hatter: 'I'm on the floor, as it is.'
'Then you may sit down,' the King replied.
Here the other guinea-pig cheered, and was suppressed.
'Come, that finished the guinea-pigs!' thought Alice. 'Now we shall get on better.'
'I'd rather finish my tea,' said the Hatter, with an anxious look at the Queen, who was reading the
list of singers.
'You may go,' said the King, and the Hatter hurriedly left the court, without even waiting to put his
shoes on.
'—and just take his head off outside,' the Queen added to one of the officers: but the Hatter was
out of sight before the officer could get to the door.
'Call the next witness!' said the King.
The next witness was the Duchess's cook. She carried the pepper-box in her hand, and Alice
guessed who it was, even before she got into the court, by the way the people near the door began
sneezing all at once.
'Give your evidence,' said the King.
'Shan't,' said the cook.
The King looked anxiously at the White Rabbit, who said in a low voice, 'Your Majesty must crossexamine this witness.'
'Well, if I must, I must,' the King said, with a melancholy air, and, after folding his arms and
frowning at the cook till his eyes were nearly out of sight, he said in a deep voice, 'What are tarts
made of?'
'Pepper, mostly,' said the cook.
'Treacle,' said a sleepy voice behind her.
'Collar that Dormouse,' the Queen shrieked out. 'Behead that Dormouse! Turn that Dormouse out
of court! Suppress him! Pinch him! Off with his whiskers!'
For some minutes the whole court was in confusion, getting the Dormouse turned out, and, by the
time they had settled down again, the cook had disappeared.
'Never mind!' said the King, with an air of great relief. 'Call the next witness.' And he added in an
undertone to the Queen, 'Really, my dear, you must cross-examine the next witness. It quite makes
my forehead ache!'
Alice watched the White Rabbit as he fumbled over the list, feeling very curious to see what the
next witness would be like, '—for they haven't got much evidence yet,' she said to herself. Imagine
her surprise, when the White Rabbit read out, at the top of his shrill little voice, the name 'Alice!'
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Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland ~ Chapter 11
1. What does suppression of evidence in the 2. Which literary device is used in this passage
legal system mean?
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_____________________________________
How was suppression used in Chapter 11?
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_____________________________________

from Chapter 11?
Alice watched the White Rabbit as he fumbled
over the list, feeling very curious to see what the
next witness would be like, '—for they haven't got
much evidence yet,' she said to herself. Imagine
her surprise, when the White Rabbit read out, at
the top of his shrill little voice, the name 'Alice!'
a.
b.
c.
d.

flashback
understatement
personification
cliffhanger

3. Why does the Queen ask the Hatter for a list 4. Read this line from Chapter 11.
of singers from the last concert?

_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_____________________________________
5. Complete the T-Chart.
Ways the Trial is Real

'Call the next witness.' And he added in an
undertone
to
the
Queen,
'Really,
my
dear, you must cross-examine the next witness. It
quite makes my forehead ache!'
Explain the pun.
________________________________________
________________________________________
6. Sequence the following events by numbering
them in the correct order.

Ways the Trial is Absurd

______ Alice is called as a witness.
______ Gryphon tells Alice the jurors are writing
down their names, so they don’t forget them
before the trial ends.
______ The Mad Hatter is called as the first
witness.
______ Alice takes away Bill’s squeaky pencil.
______ The Duchess’s cook makes everyone
sneeze.
______ The White Rabbit reads the accusation
that the Knave of Hearts has stolen the Queen’s
tarts.
______ Alice arrives in the courtroom to find the
King and Queen of Hearts on their thrones.

7. How does Chapter 11 and the poem “The 8. Write a “someone wanted but so” statement to
summarize a main event from Chapter 11.
Tarts” compare?
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
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Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland ~ Chapter 11
1. What does suppression of evidence in the 2. Which literary device is used in this passage

from Chapter 11?
Alice watched the White Rabbit as he fumbled
To suppress evidence means to prevent evidence over the list, feeling very curious to see what the
from being shown in a trial.
next witness would be like, '—for they haven't got
much evidence yet,' she said to herself. Imagine
How was suppression used in Chapter 11?
her surprise, when the White Rabbit read out, at
the top of his shrill little voice, the name 'Alice!'
After
the
guinea-pig
cheered,
he
was
“suppressed” by being tied up in a bag and sat
a. flashback
on.
b. understatement
legal system mean?

c. personification
d. cliffhanger

3. Why does the Queen ask the Hatter for a list 4. Read this line from Chapter 11.
of singers from the last concert?
'Call the next witness.' And he added in an
The Hatter had offended the Queen by undertone
to
the
Queen,
'Really,
my
“murdering time” (Chapter 7).
dear, you must cross-examine the next witness. It
'Well, I'd hardly finished the first verse,' said quite makes my forehead ache!'
the Hatter, 'when the Queen jumped up and Explain the pun.
bawled out, "He's murdering the time! Off with The king crosses his eyes and stares at the
his head!"'
witness instead of questioning to discredit the
5. Complete the T-Chart.
Ways the Trial is
Real
The court has a jury
box and jurors.

Ways the Trial is
Absurd
King wants a verdict
before evidence is
presented.
The witnesses are not
asked questions
pertaining to the
crime.
The trial mocks the
legal process with
trivial points having
importance.

testimony that is given.
6. Sequence the following events by numbering
them in the correct order.

___7___ Alice is called as a witness.
___2___ Gryphon tells Alice the jurors are writing
down their names, so they don’t forget them
before the trial ends.
___5___ The Mad Hatter is called as the first
A judge is present,
witness.
dressed in a white
___3___ Alice takes away Bill’s squeaky pencil.
wig.
___6___ The Duchess’s cook makes everyone
sneeze.
Witnesses are called.
___4___ The White Rabbit reads the accusation
that the Knave of Hearts has stolen the Queen’s
tarts.
___1___ Alice arrives in the courtroom to find the
King and Queen of Hearts on their thrones.
7. How does Chapter 11 and the poem “The 8. Write a “someone wanted but so” statement to
Tarts” compare?
summarize a main event from Chapter 11.
Carroll took the first half of the poem and Alice wanted to see a real trial, but the trial was
expanded upon it to write the events in his book. really a mockery of a real one, so she learned
The first half of the poem is included in the very little.
chapter with only one word change.
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The Tarts
Anonymous Author –published in The European Magazine,
vol. 1, no. 4, in April 1782
Later published in Denslow’s Mother Goose (1901)

The Queen of Hearts,
She made some tarts,
All on a summer’s day;
The Knave of Hearts,
He stole the tarts,
And took them clean away.
The King of Hearts
Called for the tarts,
And beat the Knave full sore;
The Knave of Hearts
Brought back the tarts,
And vowed he’d steal no more.

The Tarts
By Lewis Carroll
The Queen of Hearts, she made some tarts,
All on a summer day:
The Knave of Hearts, he stole those tarts,
And took them quite away!
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Plot Development Answer Key
Exposition
A bored Alice is sitting on the riverbank with her sister. Suddenly, a large White
Rabbit comes by talking about being late. Curiously, Alice follows it down a
rabbit hole. Alice winds up deep in the ground in a hallway lined with locked
doors.
Rising Action
Alice finds a key to open a small door that leads to a beautiful garden, but she is
too large to fit through the doorway. She makes it her goal to visit the garden.
Soon Alice discovers a bottle on a table labeled "DRINK ME.” After drinking the
contents, Alice shrinks. She is the right size to go through the door, but now the
door is locked, and Alice too small to reach the key which she has left on the
table. Next, she finds a cake with "EAT ME" written on it.
After eating the cake, Alice grows and grows. When she becomes nine feet
tall, Alice is so upset she begins to cry. Alice’s tears flood the hallway. Alice
then picks up a fan. This causes her to once again shrink. When Alice realizes
what is taking place, she throws down the fan just in time not to shrink away
to nothing. Now that Alice is small, she finds herself in the puddle of tears she
cried when large. As Alice is swimming out of the puddle, she comes across a
Mouse who is also swimming. Alice tries to be friendly, but offends the Mouse
by talking about her cat.
The sea of tears becomes crowded with animals and birds that have been
caught by the rising current. Finally Alice swims out of the tears. She and the
other small animals try to dry themselves by having a “Caucus-Race.” Once
dry, Alice frightens the animals away with talk of dogs and cats.
Alice runs into the White Rabbit who sends her on an errand to his home.
Once inside the White Rabbit’s house, Alice becomes enormous by drinking
from a little bottle. She grows and grows until she gets stuck inside the house.
Alice is so large one of her feet ends up the chimney. She accidentally kicks
Bill, the lizard, out of the way when he is ordered by the White Rabbit to
climb down the chimney to investigate. A gathering crowd begins to throw
stones at Alice. These stones turn to cake. Alice eventually escapes by
eating these “stone turned cake pieces” and shrinking once more.
After rushing away from the White Rabbit's house, Alice comes upon a
Caterpillar. He tells her about the mushroom’s properties, one side will help her
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grow larger, and the other will help her shrink. Armed with the mushroom, Alice
walks through the woods. As she nibbles on the mushroom, Alice’s neck grows
until her head is high above the trees. A Pigeon flies by and thinks Alice is a
serpent. With a lot of struggling to reach her hand, Alice is able to eat the
correct mushroom and shrink to her normal size.
Alice finds Fish Footman who is delivering an invitation to the Frog Footman
for the Duchess. The invitation is from the Queen inviting the Duchess to her
croquet game.
Alice enters the home where she finds the Duchess holding a baby and the
Duchess’s cook pouring tons of pepper in the soup. Alice leaves with the
baby which she soon discovers is really a pig. Outside the house, Alice meets
a Cheshire–Cat. The Cat tells her that everyone in Wonderland is mad. He
gives Alice directions to the March Hare’s home and the Mad-Hatter’s home.
Alice decides to visit the March Hare.
The March Hare is having a tea party with the Mad-Hatter and the
Dormouse. Alice briefly joins the tea party. During tea, Alice is asked riddles
that have no answers, is told a nonsense story about three sisters who live in a
treacle well, and is told Time is a person. She soon grows tired of their
rudeness and leaves saying that it is the stupidest tea party she had ever
been to.
Alice returns to the woods and finds a tree with a door that leads to the hall
of doors. With the help of the mushroom, Alice is able to get the key and
open the door to the beautiful garden.
Climax
Alice enters the garden. Immediately Alice comes across a royal procession
of playing cards. The Queen of Hearts becomes enraged and yells, “Off with
his/her head,” at each moment. Alice plays a strange game of croquet with
hedgehogs for balls, flamingos for mallets, and card soldiers for hoops.
Falling Action
The Cheshire-Cat causes a distraction. Alice recommends that the King send
for the Duchess to get rid of the cat. Once the Duchess is released from
prison for boxing the Queen’s ears, the Cat has disappeared.
The game continues until the Queen has sent everyone off to be executed.
Without soldiers to act as hoops, the game ends.
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The Queen sends Alice to the Mock Turtle, accompanied by a Gryphon. The
Gryphon and the Mock Turtle tell Alice about school.
The Gryphon and the Mock Turtle perform the Lobster Quadrille while Turtle
sings ‘"Will you walk a little faster?" said a whiting to a snail.’ Alice talks about
her adventures in Wonderland. When she explains about how she confuses
words, they ask her to recite “Tis the Voice of the Sluggard” which Alice gets
all wrong. The Turtle then sings “Beautiful Soup.” After the dance, the three
hear an announcement that the trial is about to begin.
The Gryphon takes Alice to court to observe the trial of the Knave of Hearts
who is accused of stealing the tarts. The jury consists of several of the animals
Alice has met in her journey including Bill the Lizard. The White Rabbit is the
trumpeter, and the Queen and King of Hearts are the judges. As Alice
watches the proceedings, she begins to grow and is scolded by the
Dormouse. The trial is a bunch of nonsense where none of the witnesses know
anything about the tarts.
Alice is called as a witness. As she comes to the front of the courtroom, Alice
accidentally knocks over the jury box. Alice hurriedly tries to set everyone
back in their correct places. She continues growing until she is her normal
self. The King and Queen order Alice to leave citing Rule 42 - All persons more
than a mile high to leave the court. Alice refuses to leave saying this is
ridiculous. The Queen yells, “Off with her head.” Alice calls them just a pack
of cards.
Resolution
Just as the group converges on Alice, she awakens to discover the entire
adventure in Wonderland was just a dream.
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You may download a free poster-sized [anchor chart] version
of this Plot Development Chart at my Teacher Pay Teacher
Store:
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/FreePrintable-Plot-Development-Anchor-Chart-1400675
Completing the anchor chart makes a great small group
activity.

Page | 13 Unit Created by Gay Miller

If you like this unit, you might also like some on the following
book units found at Teachers Pay Teachers:
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/Gay-Miller

Visit my website at
http://bookunitsteacher.com/

Visit me on
Pinterest at
http://www.pinterest
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