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CHAPTER X. The Lobster Quadrille 

The Mock Turtle sighed deeply, and drew the back of one flapper across his eyes. He looked at 

Alice, and tried to speak, but for a minute or two sobs choked his voice. 'Same as if he had a bone in 
his throat,' said the Gryphon: and it set to work shaking him and punching him in the back. At last 

the Mock Turtle recovered his voice, and, with tears running down his cheeks, he went on again:— 

'You may not have lived much under the sea—' ('I haven't,' said Alice)—'and perhaps you were 
never even introduced to a lobster—' (Alice began to say 'I once tasted—' but checked herself 

hastily, and said 'No, never') '—so you can have no idea what a delightful thing a Lobster Quadrille 
is!' 

'No, indeed,' said Alice. 'What sort of a dance is it?' 

'Why,' said the Gryphon, 'you first form into a line along the sea-shore—' 

'Two lines!' cried the Mock Turtle. 'Seals, turtles, salmon, and so on; then, when you've cleared all 

the jelly-fish out of the way—' 

'That generally takes some time,' interrupted the Gryphon. 

'—you advance twice—' 

'Each with a lobster as a partner!' cried the Gryphon. 

'Of course,' the Mock Turtle said: 'advance twice, set to partners—' 

'—change lobsters, and retire in same order,' continued the Gryphon. 

'Then, you know,' the Mock Turtle went on, 'you throw the—' 

'The lobsters!' shouted the Gryphon, with a bound into the air. 

'—as far out to sea as you can—' 

'Swim after them!' screamed the Gryphon. 

'Turn a somersault in the sea!' cried the Mock Turtle, capering wildly about. 

'Change lobsters again!' yelled the Gryphon at the top of its voice. 

'Back to land again, and that's all the first figure,' said the Mock Turtle, suddenly dropping his 
voice; and the two creatures, who had been jumping about like mad things all this time, sat down 
again very sadly and quietly, and looked at Alice. 

'It must be a very pretty dance,' said Alice timidly. 

'Would you like to see a little of it?' said the Mock Turtle. 

'Very much indeed,' said Alice. 

'Come, let's try the first figure!' said the Mock Turtle to the Gryphon. 'We can do without lobsters, 
you know. Which shall sing?' 

'Oh, you sing,' said the Gryphon. 'I've forgotten the words.' 

So they began solemnly dancing round and round Alice, every now and then treading on her toes 

when they passed too close, and waving their forepaws to mark the time, while the Mock Turtle sang 
this, very slowly and sadly:— 

 '"Will you walk a little faster?" said a whiting to a snail. 

 "There's a porpoise close behind us, and he's treading on my tail. 
 

 See how eagerly the lobsters and the turtles all advance! 
 They are waiting on the shingle—will you come and join the dance? 

 
 Will you, won't you, will you, won't you, will you join the dance? 
 Will you, won't you, will you, won't you, won't you join the dance? 

 
 "You can really have no notion how delightful it will be 

 When they take us up and throw us, with the lobsters, out to sea!" 
 But the snail replied "Too far, too far!" and gave a look askance— 



Page | 3  Unit Created by Gay Miller 

 

 Said he thanked the whiting kindly, but he would not join the dance. 
 

 Would not, could not, would not, could not, would not join the dance. 
 Would not, could not, would not, could not, could not join the dance. 

 
 '"What matters it how far we go?" his scaly friend replied. 
 "There is another shore, you know, upon the other side. 

 The further off from England the nearer is to France— 
 Then turn not pale, beloved snail, but come and join the dance. 

 
 Will you, won't you, will you, won't you, will you join the dance? 
 Will you, won't you, will you, won't you, won't you join the dance?"' 

'Thank you, it's a very interesting dance to watch,' said Alice, feeling very glad that it was over at 
last: 'and I do so like that curious song about the whiting!' 

'Oh, as to the whiting,' said the Mock Turtle, 'they—you've seen them, of course?' 

'Yes,' said Alice, 'I've often seen them at dinn—' she checked herself hastily. 

'I don't know where Dinn may be,' said the Mock Turtle, 'but if you've seen them so often, of 

course you know what they're like.' 

'I believe so,' Alice replied thoughtfully. 'They have their tails in their mouths—and they're all over 

crumbs.' 

'You're wrong about the crumbs,' said the Mock Turtle: 'crumbs would all wash off in the sea. But 

they have their tails in their mouths; and the reason is—' here the Mock Turtle yawned and shut his 
eyes.—'Tell her about the reason and all that,' he said to the Gryphon. 

'The reason is,' said the Gryphon, 'that they would go with the lobsters to the dance. So they got 

thrown out to sea. So they had to fall a long way. So they got their tails fast in their mouths. So 
they couldn't get them out again. That's all.' 

'Thank you,' said Alice, 'it's very interesting. I never knew so much about a whiting before.' 

'I can tell you more than that, if you like,' said the Gryphon. 'Do you know why it's called a 
whiting?' 

'I never thought about it,' said Alice. 'Why?' 

'It does the boots and shoes,' the Gryphon replied very solemnly. 

Alice was thoroughly puzzled. 'Does the boots and shoes!' she repeated in a wondering tone. 

'Why, what are your shoes done with?' said the Gryphon. 'I mean, what makes them so shiny?' 

Alice looked down at them, and considered a little before she gave her answer. 'They're done with 

blacking, I believe.' 

'Boots and shoes under the sea,' the Gryphon went on in a deep voice, 'are done with a whiting. 

Now you know.' 

'And what are they made of?' Alice asked in a tone of great curiosity. 

'Soles and eels, of course,' the Gryphon replied rather impatiently: 'any shrimp could have told 

you that.' 

'If I'd been the whiting,' said Alice, whose thoughts were still running on the song, 'I'd have said 

to the porpoise, "Keep back, please: we don't want you with us!"' 

'They were obliged to have him with them,' the Mock Turtle said: 'no wise fish would go anywhere 
without a porpoise.' 

'Wouldn't it really?' said Alice in a tone of great surprise. 

'Of course not,' said the Mock Turtle: 'why, if a fish came to me, and told me he was going a 

journey, I should say "With what porpoise?"' 

'Don't you mean "purpose"?' said Alice. 

'I mean what I say,' the Mock Turtle replied in an offended tone. And the Gryphon added 'Come, 

let's hear some of your adventures.' 
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'I could tell you my adventures—beginning from this morning,' said Alice a little timidly: 'but it's 
no use going back to yesterday, because I was a different person then.' 

'Explain all that,' said the Mock Turtle. 

'No, no! The adventures first,' said the Gryphon in an impatient tone: 'explanations take such a 

dreadful time.' 

So Alice began telling them her adventures from the time when she first saw the White Rabbit. 
She was a little nervous about it just at first, the two creatures got so close to her, one on each side, 

and opened their eyes and mouths so very wide, but she gained courage as she went on. Her 
listeners were perfectly quiet till she got to the part about her repeating 'You are old, Father 

William,' to the Caterpillar, and the words all coming different, and then the Mock Turtle drew a long 
breath, and said 'That's very curious.' 

'It's all about as curious as it can be,' said the Gryphon. 

'It all came different!' the Mock Turtle repeated thoughtfully. 'I should like to hear her try and 
repeat something now. Tell her to begin.' He looked at the Gryphon as if he thought it had some 

kind of authority over Alice. 

'Stand up and repeat "'Tis the voice of the sluggard,"' said the Gryphon. 

'How the creatures order one about, and make one repeat lessons!' thought Alice; 'I might as well 

be at school at once.' However, she got up, and began to repeat it, but her head was so full of the 
Lobster Quadrille, that she hardly knew what she was saying, and the words came very queer 

indeed:— 

  ''Tis the voice of the Lobster; I heard him declare, 

  "You have baked me too brown, I must sugar my hair." 
  As a duck with its eyelids, so he with his nose 
  Trims his belt and his buttons, and turns out his toes.' 

 
       [later editions continued as follows 

  When the sands are all dry, he is gay as a lark, 
  And will talk in contemptuous tones of the Shark, 
  But, when the tide rises and sharks are around, 

  His voice has a timid and tremulous sound.] 

'That's different from what I used to say when I was a child,' said the Gryphon. 

'Well, I never heard it before,' said the Mock Turtle; 'but it sounds uncommon nonsense.' 

Alice said nothing; she had sat down with her face in her hands, wondering if anything 
would ever happen in a natural way again. 

'I should like to have it explained,' said the Mock Turtle. 

'She can't explain it,' said the Gryphon hastily. 'Go on with the next verse.' 

'But about his toes?' the Mock Turtle persisted. 'How could he turn them out with his nose, you 
know?' 

'It's the first position in dancing.' Alice said; but was dreadfully puzzled by the whole thing, and 

longed to change the subject. 

'Go on with the next verse,' the Gryphon repeated impatiently: 'it begins "I passed by his 

garden."' 

Alice did not dare to disobey, though she felt sure it would all come wrong, and she went on in a 
trembling voice:— 

  'I passed by his garden, and marked, with one eye, 
  How the Owl and the Panther were sharing a pie—' 

 
    [later editions continued as follows 
  The Panther took pie-crust, and gravy, and meat, 

  While the Owl had the dish as its share of the treat. 
  When the pie was all finished, the Owl, as a boon, 
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  Was kindly permitted to pocket the spoon: 
  While the Panther received knife and fork with a growl, 

  And concluded the banquet—] 

'What is the use of repeating all that stuff,' the Mock Turtle interrupted, 'if you don't explain it as 

you go on? It's by far the most confusing thing I ever heard!' 

'Yes, I think you'd better leave off,' said the Gryphon: and Alice was only too glad to do so. 

'Shall we try another figure of the Lobster Quadrille?' the Gryphon went on. 'Or would you like the 

Mock Turtle to sing you a song?' 

'Oh, a song, please, if the Mock Turtle would be so kind,' Alice replied, so eagerly that the 

Gryphon said, in a rather offended tone, 'Hm! No accounting for tastes! Sing her "Turtle Soup," will 
you, old fellow?' 

The Mock Turtle sighed deeply, and began, in a voice sometimes choked with sobs, to sing this:— 

   'Beautiful Soup, so rich and green, 
   Waiting in a hot tureen! 

   Who for such dainties would not stoop? 
   Soup of the evening, beautiful Soup! 
   Soup of the evening, beautiful Soup! 

     Beau—ootiful Soo—oop! 
     Beau—ootiful Soo—oop! 

   Soo—oop of the e—e—evening, 
     Beautiful, beautiful Soup! 

 
   'Beautiful Soup! Who cares for fish, 
   Game, or any other dish? 

   Who would not give all else for two 
   Pennyworth only of beautiful Soup? 

   Pennyworth only of beautiful Soup? 
     Beau—ootiful Soo—oop! 
     Beau—ootiful Soo—oop! 

   Soo—oop of the e—e—evening, 
     Beautiful, beauti—FUL SOUP!' 

'Chorus again!' cried the Gryphon, and the Mock Turtle had just begun to repeat it, when a cry of 
'The trial's beginning!' was heard in the distance. 

'Come on!' cried the Gryphon, and, taking Alice by the hand, it hurried off, without waiting for the 

end of the song. 

'What trial is it?' Alice panted as she ran; but the Gryphon only answered 'Come on!' and ran the 

faster, while more and more faintly came, carried on the breeze that followed them, the melancholy 
words:— 

   'Soo—oop of the e—e—evening, 

     Beautiful, beautiful Soup!' 
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 Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland ~ Chapter 10 

1. Check the words that the Mock Turtle and the 

Gryphon use to describe Wonderland. 

______ curious ______ beautiful 

______ confusing ______ cheery 

______ sentimental ______ dreadful 

______ nonsense ______ exciting 

 

2. When Alice first hears the Mock Turtle and 

Gryphon using these words to describe 
Wonderland, she feels they understand her 

strange situation in Wonderland. She later 
realizes the animals’ feelings are real. The 
Gryphon is really feeling ________________ 

____________________________________
____________________________________ 

and the Mock Turtle is feeling ____________ 

____________________________________. 

 

3. Sequence the following events by numbering 

them in the correct order. 
 

________ Alice asks about whiting. 

________ The Gryphon asks Alice to recite “Tis 
the Voice of the Sluggard.” 

________ The Mock Turtle and Gryphon 
demonstrate the first part of the dance. 
________ The Mock Turtle and Gryphon asks 

Alice to tell about her adventures in Wonderland. 
________ The Mock Turtle and Gryphon describe 

the Lobster-Quadrille. 
________ The Gryphon tells Alice to come 

because the trial is about to begin. 

4. Summarize one of the main events in Chapter 

10 by writing a “somebody wanted but so” 
statement.  
 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________ 

5. Answer the following questions with the puns 

used in Chapter 10. 

 
What are shoes made from in the ocean?  
_______________________________________

_______________________________________ 

Why does the Mock Turtle tell Alice that the 

porpoise cannot be left out of the dance? 
_______________________________________

_______________________________________ 

6. Which theme best sums up ''Tis the Voice of 

the Lobster?” 

 
a. Even enemies can get along. 
b. A person who cannot back up his boast is 

weak and easy prey. 
c. A slothful individual is a bad example. 

d. Panthers and sharks should be avoided. 
 
What happened to the lobster and the owl? 

_______________________________________ 

7. Fill in the blanks. 

On land, people polish their shoes with 

______________________________. In the 

ocean, the ____________________________(a 

type of _________________________) polishes 

the boots and shoes. This is how it gets its 

name. 

8. Do the poems in Chapter 10 make the story 

funnier, stranger, or more appeal to the 

reader? Explain your answer. 
 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________ 
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 Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland ~ Chapter 10 

1. Check the words that the Mock Turtle and the 

Gryphon use to describe Wonderland. 

_____ curious ______ beautiful 

_____ confusing ______ cheery 

______ sentimental _____ dreadful 

_____ nonsense ______ exciting 

 

2. When Alice first hears the Mock Turtle and 

Gryphon using these words to describe 
Wonderland, she feels they understand her 

strange situation in Wonderland. She later 
realizes the animals’ feelings are real. The 
Gryphon is really feeling self-centered 

(detached) as he just wants to be entertained 
and the Mock Turtle is feeling sentimental 

(thinks about his own childhood and doesn’t 
relate to Alice’s plight).  

3. Sequence the following events by numbering 

them in the correct order. 
 

___3___ Alice asks about whiting. 
___5___ The Gryphon asks Alice to recite “Tis 
the Voice of the Sluggard.” 

___2___ The Mock Turtle and Gryphon 
demonstrate the first part of the dance. 

___4___ The Mock Turtle and Gryphon asks Alice 
to tell about her adventures in Wonderland. 
___1___ The Mock Turtle and Gryphon describe 

the Lobster-Quadrille. 
___6___ The Gryphon tells Alice to come 

because the trial is about to begin. 

4. Summarize one of the main events in Chapter 

10 by writing a “somebody wanted but so” 
statement. 

Answers will vary. 

The Mock Turtle and Gryphon wanted Alice to 
tell about her adventures in Wonderland, but 

when Alice told them about mixing up the words 
to “Father William” they became curious, so they 

asked her to recite “The Sluggard.” 

5. Answer the following questions with the puns 
used in Chapter 10. 

 
What are shoes made from in the ocean? 

 soles and eels  (soles and heels) 
 
Why does the Mock Turtle tell Alice that the 

porpoise cannot be left out of the dance? 

The Mock Turtle says it is unwise for fish to go 

anywhere without a porpoise (purpose).  

 

6. Which theme best sums up ''Tis the Voice of 
the Lobster?” 

 
a. Even enemies can get along. 

b. A person who cannot back up his boast is 
weak and easy prey. 

c. A slothful individual is a bad example. 

d. Panthers and sharks should be avoided. 
 

What happened to the lobster and the owl? 
They were eaten. 

7. Fill in the blanks. 

On land, people polish their shoes with blacking. 

In the ocean, the whiting (a type of fish) polishes 

the boots and shoes. This is how it gets its 

name. 

8. Do the poems in Chapter 10 make the story 

funnier, stranger, or more appeal to the 

reader? Explain your answer. 
 

Answers will vary. 
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The Spider and the Fly by Mary Howitt (1829) 

"Will you walk into my parlor?" said the spider to the fly; 

"'Tis the prettiest little parlor that ever you did spy. 

The way into my parlor is up a winding stair, 

And I have many pretty things to show when you are there." 

"O no, no," said the little fly, "To ask me is in vain, 

For who goes up your winding stair can ne'er come down again." 

 

"I'm sure you must be weary, dear, with soaring up so high; 

Will you rest upon my little bed?" said the spider to the fly. 

"There are pretty curtains drawn around, the sheets are fine and thin, 

And if you like to rest awhile, I'll snugly tuck you in." 

"O no, no," said the little fly, "for I've often heard it said, 

They NEVER, NEVER WAKE again, who sleep upon YOUR bed." 

 

Said the cunning spider to the fly, "Dear friend, what shall I do, 

To prove the warm affection I've always felt for you? 

I have within my pantry good store of all that's nice; 

I'm sure you're very welcome; will you please to take a slice? 

"O no, no," said the little fly, "kind sir, that cannot be; 

I've heard what's in your pantry, and I do not wish to see." 

 

"Sweet creature!" said the spider, "you're witty and you're wise, 

How handsome are your gauzy wings, how brilliant are your eyes! 

I have a little looking-glass upon my parlor shelf, 

If you'll step in one moment dear, you shall behold yourself." 

I thank you, gentle sir," she said, "for what you're pleased to say, 

And bidding you good-morning NOW, I'll call ANOTHER day." 

 

The spider turned him round about, and went into his den, 

For well he knew the silly fly would soon be back again: 

So he wove a subtle web, in a little corner sly, 

And set his table ready to dine upon the fly. 

Then he came out to his door again, and merrily did sing, 

"Come hither, hither, pretty fly, with the pearl and silver wing: 

Your robes are green and purple; there's a crest upon your head; 

Your eyes are like the diamond bright, but mine are dull as lead." 

 

Alas, alas! how very soon this silly little fly, 

Hearing his wily flattering words, came slowly flitting by.  

With buzzing wings she hung aloft, then near and nearer drew, 

Thinking only of her crested head - POOR FOOLISH THING! At last, 

Up jumped the cunning spider, and fiercely held her fast. 

He dragged her up his winding stair, into his dismal den, 

 From Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll 

 

'"Will you walk a little faster?" said a whiting to a snail. 

 "There's a porpoise close behind us, and he's treading on my tail. 

 

 See how eagerly the lobsters and the turtles all advance! 

 They are waiting on the shingle—will you come and join the dance? 

 

 Will you, won't you, will you, won't you, will you join the dance? 

 Will you, won't you, will you, won't you, won't you join the dance? 

 

 "You can really have no notion how delightful it will be 

 When they take us up and throw us, with the lobsters, out to sea!" 

 But the snail replied "Too far, too far!" and gave a look askance— 

 Said he thanked the whiting kindly, but he would not join the dance. 

 

 Would not, could not, would not, could not, would not join the dance. 

 Would not, could not, would not, could not, could not join the dance. 

 

 '"What matters it how far we go?" his scaly friend replied. 

 "There is another shore, you know, upon the other side. 

 The further off from England the nearer is to France— 

 Then turn not pale, beloved snail, but come and join the dance. 

 

 Will you, won't you, will you, won't you, will you join the dance? 

 Will you, won't you, will you, won't you, won't you join the dance?"' 

 

 

Lewis Carroll’s song mimics the meter and rhyme scheme, and  

parodies the first line, but not the subject matter, of the original. 

 

Youtube https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eXxeDfs5zYI 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eXxeDfs5zYI
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Within his little parlor; but she ne'er came out again! 

 

And now, dear little children, who may this story read, 

To idle, silly, flattering words, I pray you ne'er give heed; 

Unto an evil counselor close heart, and ear, and eye, 
And take a lesson from this tale of the Spider and the Fly. 

Youtube Video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XOjXlIqoCyo 

 

The Sluggard by Isaac Watts (1715) 

 

’Tis the voice of the Sluggard: I heard him complain, 

‘You have waked me too soon! I must slumber again!’ 

As the door on its hinges, so he on his bead 

Turns his sides, and his shoulders, and his heavy head. 

‘A little more sleep, and a little more slumber!’ 

Thus he wastes half his days and his hours without number; 

And when he gets up he sits folding his hands, 

Or walks about sauntering, or trifling he stands. 

 

I passed by his garden, and saw the wild brier, 

The thorn, and the thistle grow broader and higher: 

The clothes that hang on him are turning to rags; 

And his money still wastes, till he starves or he begs. 

I made him a visit, still hoping to find 

He had took better care for improving his mind: 

He told me his dreams, talk’d of eating and drinking; 

But he scarce reads his Bible, and never loves thinking. 

Said I then to my heart, ‘Here’s a lesson for me! 

That man’s but a picture of what I might be; 

But thanks to my friends for their care in my breeding, 

Who have taught me by times to love working and reading!’ 

 

 

 

 From Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll 

 

 ''Tis the voice of the Lobster; I heard him declare, 

  "You have baked me too brown, I must sugar my hair." 

  As a duck with its eyelids, so he with his nose 

  Trims his belt and his buttons, and turns out his toes.' 

  When the sands are all dry, he is gay as a lark, 

  And will talk in contemptuous tones of the Shark, 

  But, when the tide rises and sharks are around, 

  His voice has a timid and tremulous sound.] 

 

  'I passed by his garden, and marked, with one eye, 

  How the Owl and the Panther were sharing a pie—' 

  The Panther took pie-crust, and gravy, and meat, 

  While the Owl had the dish as its share of the treat. 

  When the pie was all finished, the Owl, as a boon, 

  Was kindly permitted to pocket the spoon: 

  While the Panther received knife and fork with a growl, 

  And concluded the banquet—] 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XOjXlIqoCyo
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Star of the Evening  by James M. Sayle 

 

Beautiful star in heav’n so bright, 

Softly falls thy silv’ry light, 

As thou movest from earth afar, 

Star of the evening, beautiful star. 

Chorus: 

Beautiful star, 

Beautiful star, 

Star of the evening, beautiful star. 

In Fancy’s eye thou seem’st to say, 

Follow me, come from earth away. 

Upward thy spirit’s pinions try, 

To realms of love beyond the sky. 

Shine on, oh star of love divine, 

And may our soul’s affection twine 

Around thee as thou movest afar, 

Star of the twilight, beautiful star 

 

From Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll 

 

   Beautiful Soup, so rich and green, 

   Waiting in a hot tureen! 

   Who for such dainties would not stoop? 

   Soup of the evening, beautiful Soup! 

   Soup of the evening, beautiful Soup! 

     Beau—ootiful Soo—oop! 

     Beau—ootiful Soo—oop! 

   Soo—oop of the e—e—evening, 

     Beautiful, beautiful Soup! 

 

   'Beautiful Soup! Who cares for fish, 

   Game, or any other dish? 

   Who would not give all else for two 

   Pennyworth only of beautiful Soup? 

   Pennyworth only of beautiful Soup? 

     Beau—ootiful Soo—oop! 

     Beau—ootiful Soo—oop! 

   Soo—oop of the e—e—evening, 

     Beautiful, beauti—FUL SOUP! 
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Constructive Response – Theme 

Select two themes that are present in Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland. After writing 

the theme in the center of the two charts give proof of these themes. 

 

 
 

  

Theme 
______________ 

 
______________ 

Proof 

____________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

Proof 

____________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

Theme 
_____________ 

 
_____________ 

Proof 

____________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

Proof 

____________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

___________________________________________ 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.2 Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; determine 

the central message, lesson, or moral and explain how it is conveyed through key details in the text. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; summarize the 

text. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how 

characters in a story or drama respond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize 

the text. 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/3/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/5/2/
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Constructive Response – Theme 

Select two themes that are present in Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland. After writing 

the theme in the center of the two charts give proof of these themes. 

 

 
 

  

Theme 

 

language 
 

Proof 
Another example of 
miscommunication is when 
metaphors are taken literally. 

Examples: 
Chapter 7 ~ killing time/beat time 

Proof 

Miscommunication occurs 
throughout the book, often 
with different homophones. 

Examples: 
Chapter 3 ~ tale and tail 

Chapter 3 ~ knot and not 
Chapter 10 ~ porpoise and 
purpose 

Theme 
 

education 

Proof 
In a broader sense, the author 
integrates a lot of humor in his 
book that would not be 

understood if the reader is not 
educated. 
 

Example: 
parodies 
puns 

metaphors 
 

Proof 
Alice has memorized many 
verses in school. In Wonderland 

when she begins to recite 
these, they are often parodied 
into nonsense. 

 
Examples: 

Chapter 2 ~ How doth the little 
Crocodile 
Chapter 5 ~ You are old, Father 

William 
 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.2 Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; determine 

the central message, lesson, or moral and explain how it is conveyed through key details in the text. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; summarize the 

text. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how 

characters in a story or drama respond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize 

the text. 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/3/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/5/2/
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Constructive Response – Theme 

Select two themes that are present in Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland. After writing 

the theme in the center of the two charts give proof of these themes.  

 

 
 

  

Theme 
 

Madness 

(Absurdity) 

Proof (Chapter 8) 

A large rose-tree stood near the 
entrance of the garden: the 
roses growing on it were white, 
but there were three gardeners 

at it, busily painting them red. 

Proof (Chapter 6) 
"In that direction," the Cat 
said, waving its right paw 
round, "lives a Hatter: and 

in that direction," waving the 
other paw, "lives a March 
Hare. Visit either you like: 

they're both mad."  

"But I don't want to go 
among mad people," Alice 

remarked. 

"Oh, you can't help that," said 
the Cat: "we're all mad here. 

I'm mad. You're mad." 

"How do you know I'm mad?" 
said Alice. 

"You must be," said the Cat, 
"or you wouldn't have come 
here." 

Theme 
Exploration 

Proof (Chapter 4) 

"The first thing I've got to do," 

said Alice to herself, as she 
wandered about in the wood, 

"is to grow my right size 
again; and the second thing is 
to find my way into that lovely 

garden. I think that will be the 
best plan." 

Proof (Chapter 1) 

Alice started to her feet, for it 
flashed across her mind that she 

had never before seen a rabbit 
with either a waistcoat-pocket, or 
a watch to take out of it, and, 

burning with curiosity, she ran 
across the field after it, and was 
just in time to see it pop down a 

large rabbit-hole under the 
hedge. 
In another moment down went 

Alice after it, never once 
considering how in the world she 
was to get out again.  

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; summarize the 

text. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how 

characters in a story or drama respond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize 

the text. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular 

details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/5/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/6/2/


Page | 14  Unit Created by Gay Miller 

 

If you like this unit, you might also like some on the following 
book units found at Teachers Pay Teachers: 

    

     

     

     

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/From-the-Mixed-Up-Files-of-Mrs-Basil-E-Frankweiler-2543054
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Mrs-Frisby-and-the-Rats-of-NIMH-2472938
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Miraculous-Journey-of-Edward-Tulane-2527666
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Phantom-Tollbooth-2509749
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Sadako-and-the-Thousand-Paper-Cranes-2496982
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Woods-Runner-2484330
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Hundred-Dresses-2536489
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Esperanza-Rising-2459588
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Out-of-My-Mind-2434030
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/BFG-2215383
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/James-and-the-Giant-Peach-2255456
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Lightning-Thief-2282097
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Call-It-Courage-2128406
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Freak-the-Mighty-2094043
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/One-and-Only-Ivan-1831734
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Chocolate-1812481
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Tale-of-Despereaux-1792407
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Mouse-and-the-Motorcycle-1757959
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Mr-Poppers-Penguins-1755188
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Because-of-Winn-Dixie-1742185
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Frindle-1699210
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Charlottes-Web-1685123
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Fantastic-Mr-Fox-1685648
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Island-of-the-Blue-Dolphins-1608660
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Tuck-Everlasting-1602996
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Bud-Not-Buddy-1564394
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Maniac-Magee-1543152
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Wonder-1487252
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Wrinkle-in-Time-1448245
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Lion-the-Witch-and-the-Wardrobe-1426743
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Bridge-to-Terabithia-1413980
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Hatchet-274317
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Hoot-505686
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Dark-is-Rising-387933
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Cay-278023
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Holes-275180
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Giver-274107
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Shiloh-273959
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Where-the-Red-Fern-Grows-273462
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Whipping-Boy-272799
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Sarah-Plain-and-Tall-272722
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/People-of-Sparks-271989
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Ella-Enchanted-271146
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Castle-in-the-Attic-270691
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Cricket-in-Times-Square-270053
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Stone-Fox-269537
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Best-Christmas-Pageant-Ever-269647
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/How-to-Eat-Fried-Worms-269415
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Charlie-and-the-Chocolate-Factory-269319
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Number-the-Stars-269785
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/City-of-Ember-270439
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http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Krista-Wallden
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Educlips
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Teaching-In-The-Tongass
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Kate-Hadfield-Designs
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Primary-Polka-Dots
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