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Where do I find copies of the story? 
 

Are you looking for a great book to teach comparing an actual event to its fictional account? If so, The Man Who Walked 

Between the Towers by Mordicai Gertein is a great picture book for doing just that. The book is also a wonderful resource for 

highlighting the character traits of courage and triumph. 

 

Begin by locating different versions of the story.  If your library doesn’t have a copy of the book, my Google search came up 

with both printable and YouTube readings. You might have to complete your own search as links like this change continually: 

 

Printable Book  

The first link takes you to a series of photos of the book. The full-color beauty of the illustrations can be enjoyed with this version. 

https://www.andrewsendowed.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/The-man-who-walked-between-2-towers-3.pdf 

 

 This link takes you to the text version of the story. 

https://www.south-

farnham.surrey.sch.uk/_site/data/files/year%204/w.b%204th%20may/E676AA8897D97FBFBB2D624E3A88CA54.pdf 

 

Here you will find a SlideShare version of the book. 

https://www.slideshare.net/mikeyiz/the-man-who-walked-between-the-towers-2282654 

 

YouTube > Readings of the Book 

The first links go to the Scholastic version of the book running 10:19. Objects from the illustrations have been animated making 

this a great viewing experience.  

 

Animated 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CAGeVjvJ0tM 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qf2U4xKMSS0 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w-sCzWPOwKo 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A9ckIeUUHuE 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xEDT8mCOfM4 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hXyJ-7KLMdM 
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Next find versions of the events to compare and contrast. Here are a couple of suggestions. 

 

YouTube > CBS This Morning  

This link takes you to a news segment from CBS This Morning. The 4:36 length segment shows clips from the “upcoming movie” 

The Walk plus  photos and news clips of the actual event.  Pieces of an interview from the real Philippe Petit are included in this 

news segment. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ofY-_TjaVd8 

 

YouTube > CBS News Segment 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lAVj2IVC9ko 

 

YouTube > Philippe Petit and the Twin Towers Documentary (Episode 8 of  the PBS Documentary on NY) [14:58] includes first 

hand accounts – This film is great for older students comparing the historical account to the fictional one. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mAZppPSbxxs 

 

Movie Clips from The Walk 

Many movie clips are available for the movie The Walk. I recommend that you preview these video clips before showing them 

to your class as most are scattered with inappropriate language. This clip has an inappropriate word at the end of the clip, so 

the video can easily be stopped before it can be heard. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vq2MAEf-ANI 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ofY-_TjaVd8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ofY-_TjaVd8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ofY-_TjaVd8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ofY-_TjaVd8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lAVj2IVC9ko
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lAVj2IVC9ko
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lAVj2IVC9ko
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mAZppPSbxxs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mAZppPSbxxs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vq2MAEf-ANI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vq2MAEf-ANI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vq2MAEf-ANI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vq2MAEf-ANI


Gay Miller @ Book Units Teacher 

Teacher Information 

 

Reading Level 

The Lexile Measure for The Man Who Walked Between the Towers is AD480L. The School Library Journal recommends the 

book for Kindergarten – Grade 6. Because the book is based on the true story of Philippe Petit, it appeals to older students. 

 

Genre 

Scholastic categorizes this story as informational text and historical fiction. Note: The text is written using lyrical words that 

resemble poetry. 

 

Skills 

The Man Who Walked Between the Towers is an excellent book for comparing a fictional account to an actual event. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.7.9 

Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character and a historical account of the same period as 

a means of understanding how authors of fiction use or alter history. 

Vocabulary 

This list contains nine words from the story that students may not know. The red words are the focus words selected for 

practice. You may wish to review the meanings of the other words before reading the story. 

 

cathedral 

construction (worker) 

ledge 

bullhorns 

plummeted 

frantically 

swayed 

astonishing 

imprinted 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/7/9/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/7/9/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/7/9/


Vocabulary List 
 

cathedral (noun) a large and important church 

synonyms: church, house of worship 

 

Hadn’t he danced on a wire between the steeples of Notre Dame Cathedral above his amazed home city, Paris?  

→←\\→← 

frantic  (adjective) very excited by fear 

frantically  (adverb) Adding –ly to adjectives turns them into adverbs. 

synonyms: panicky, hysterical, desperate, uptight, worried, anxious, frenzied, hectic 

 

It took three hours to pull the cable back up. Frantically, as the stars faded, they tightened it between the towers. It was past 

dawn before they were ready. 

 

→←\\→← 
 

astonish (verb) synonyms: to fill with surprise 

synonyms: amaze, astound, dumbfound, flabbergast, overwhelm, daze, shock 

 

It was astonishing. It was terrifying and beautiful.  

 

→←\\→← 
 

imprint (verb) to fix in someone’s mind, memory, or feelings 

synonyms: impress, establish, drive home, drum in 

 

Now the towers are gone. But in memory, as if imprinted on the sky, the towers are still there.  

 

→←\\→←→←\\→← 

Gay Miller @ Book Units Teacher 



Discussion Questions 
 
1. Philippe Petit completed many dangerous high-wire acts. Here are a few: 

• between the towers of the cathedral on Notre Dame in 1971 

• between the New York City Twin Towers in 1974 

• over Niagara Falls in 1985 

Which of these would be the most dangerous? Explain why you selected this feat. 

 

2. Read this passage from the story. 

 

Hadn’t he danced on a wire between the steeples of  

Notre Dame Cathedral above his amazed home city, Paris?  

Why not here, between these towers? 

 

How do these two structures compare? Was this a good comparison for Petit to make? 

The Twin Towers –  Petit walked about 1,350 feet  above the ground. Tower Height -1776 feet and 1792 to the tip 

(94 floors) 

Notre Dame –226 feet tower height (2 floors) 

 

3. The judge sentenced Petit to perform in the park for the children of the city. Do you feel this was an appropriate 

punishment for breaking the rules? Why or why not? 

 

4. Was it necessary for Petit to spend an hour on the wire dancing and performing tricks? Should he have just walked across a 

couple of times and then come down? Explain. 

 

5. Tell about a time you have experienced an act of bravery such as this one. 

 

6. How do the illustrations in this book add to the story?  

 

Tell specific examples of how the illustrations “tell” the story.  

 

For example on page 27, what does the judge’s facial expression tell the audience about what he thinks of Petit’s walk 

between the towers? 
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Student Packet 
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You can get the digital 

version of these activities as 

Google Slides here.  

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1xNGDdk6Jxl0nm6pwedf7oTghgi76nkb0fcVV6Qi80PA/copy


Vocabulary Practice 
 

1. Read the definitions of imprint. Write a, b, c, or d to show which definition is used in each sentence. 

 

a) to mark by pressing 

b) to fix in someone’s mind, memory, or feelings 

 

________ The boy wore a shirt imprinted with the team’s logo. 

________ Their footprints left imprints along the sandy shore. 

________ The day will be imprinted in my memory as the best time ever. 

________ The lollipops were imprinted with the bride’s and groom’s names. 

________ She repeated the instructions three times to imprint them in our minds. 

 

2. Place the words from the word box onto the correct locations of the chart. 

Synonyms of Frantic Antonyms of Frantic 

panicky calm worried peaceful unruffled hectic 

serene agitated uptight relaxed anxious composed 
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Vocabulary Practice 
 

3. Circle the six synonyms of astonish. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Is cathedral used correctly in these sentences? True or False 

________ The largest cathedral in the world is St. Peter’s Basilica in Vatican City. 

________ The Normans build fortifications called cathedrals following their invasion of England in 1066. 

________ During the Middle Ages, a stone mason could spend his entire life working on one cathedral. 

________ Cathedrals were often built in the shape of a cross. 

________ The cathedral  built by King Nebuchadnezzar II who ruled between 605 and 562 BC is one of the Seven Wonders of 

the Ancient World.  

5. Match 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Which word does not belong? 

 

cathedral,     church,    castle,    house of worship,   holy place 

 

 

bore amaze astound calm clarify flabbergast 

surprise expect dumbfound clear up explain daze 

Gay Miller @ Book Units Teacher 

________ imprint a) panic-stricken 

________ frantic b) sanctuary 

________ astonish c) amaze 

________ cathedral d) impress 



Write a sentence using each vocabulary word. Illustrate your sentence in the space above it. 

imprint 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________ 
_________________ 
_________________ 
_________________ 
_________________ 

cathedral  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________ 
_________________ 
_________________ 
_________________ 
_________________ 

frantic 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________ 
_________________ 
_________________ 
_________________ 
_________________ 

astonish 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________
_________________ 
_________________ 
_________________ 
_________________ 
_________________ 
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Comprehension 

1. How many lines including the cable were sent between the 

two towers? 

a. 2 

b. 3 

c. 4 

d. 5 

List proof from the text of your answer. 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

2. Write A for alliteration, O for onomatopoeia, S for simile, and 

P for personification. 

 

_________ He could feel the towers breathing. 

_________ Many winds whirled up from between the towers… 

_________ They gasped and stared. 

_________ Out to the very middle he walked, as if he were 

walking on the air itself. 

3. The text says “When he felt completely satisfied, he walked 

back to the roof and held out his wrists for the handcuffs.” The 

picture shows a second reason why Petit came down.  Petit 

most likely stopped the high-wire walking because… 

a. a bird was pestering him 

b.  he grew tired of the police yelling 

c. it started to rain 

d. people were grabbing at his legs 

4. Which is most likely the author’s (Mordicai Gertein’s)  purpose 

for writing this book? 

a. to criticize the actions of others 

b. to persuade to the reader to act 

c. to gain tolerance for one's beliefs in the wider 

community  

d. to arouse emotions and encourage bravery  

5. Which idiom best describes the theme of this book? 

a. Fortune favors the brave. 

b. like a cat on hot bricks 

c. even the score 

d. Stop beating around the bush. 

Explain why you selected this answer. 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

6. Complete the chart to summarize the events that took in the 

book. 

7. Which picture from the book best illustrates the danger of 

Philippe’s walk between the two towers? 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

8. What is the mood of the story? How is the mood shown? 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 
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who   

what 

where 

results 



Constructed Response ~ Details  

 
List obstacles Petit confronted before, during, and after his high-wire walk. 
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Obstacles 



Constructed Response  
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Setting 

What is the setting of the story? How did the 
setting influence the events  that took place? 

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 

Character Traits 

List 3 character traits of Philippe. Give proof for 
each trait. 

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 

Point of View 

From which point of view and perspective is the 
story told? 

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 

Theme 

What is the theme of this story? 

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 



Book Actual Event 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________ 
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Constructed Response ~ Book versus Historical Account 
 
Complete the diagram. 



Answer 
Key 
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Vocabulary Practice 
 

1. Read the definitions of imprint. Write a, b, c, or d to show which definition is used in each sentence. 

 

a) to mark by pressing 

b) to fix in someone’s mind, memory, or feelings 

 

___a____ The boy wore a shirt imprinted with the team’s logo. 

___a____ Their footprints left imprints along the sandy shore. 

___b____ The day will be imprinted in my memory as the best time ever. 

___a____ The lollipops were imprinted with the bride’s and groom’s names. 

___b____ She repeated the instructions three times to imprint them in our minds. 

 

2. Place the words from the word box onto the correct locations of the chart. 

Synonyms of Frantic Antonyms of Frantic 

panicky calm 

agitated peaceful 

uptight unruffled 

worried serene 

anxious relaxed 

hectic composed 

panicky calm worried peaceful unruffled hectic 

serene agitated uptight relaxed anxious composed 
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Vocabulary Practice 
 

3. Circle the six synonyms of astonish. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Is cathedral used correctly in these sentences? True or False 

___T___ The largest cathedral in the world is St. Peter’s Basilica in Vatican City. 

___F___ The Normans build fortifications called cathedrals following their invasion of England in 1066. 

___T___ During the Middle Ages, a stone mason could spend his entire life working on one cathedral. 

___T___ Cathedrals were often built in the shape of a cross. 

___F___ The cathedral  built by King Nebuchadnezzar II who ruled between 605 and 562 BC is one of the Seven Wonders of 

the Ancient World. [Teacher Note: The first cathedral, Etchmiadzin Cathedral, was built between 301 and 303 AD by Saint 

Gregory. Some temples which were later converted to churches were built before Christ.] 

 

5. Match 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Which word does not belong? 

 

cathedral,     church,    castle,    house of worship,   holy place 

 

 

bore amaze astound calm clarify flabbergast 

surprise expect dumbfound clear up explain daze 
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___d___  imprint a) panic-stricken 

___a___ frantic b) sanctuary 

___c___ astonish c) amaze 

___b___ cathedral d) impress 



Comprehension 

1. How many lines including the cable were sent between the 

two towers? 

a. 2 

b. 3 

c. 4 

d. 5 

List proof from the text of your answer. 

To its [the first] line he tied a stronger line, which his friends 

pulled back to their tower. To his end of the stronger line, 

Philippe tied the cable. 

2. Write A for alliteration, O for onomatopoeia, S for simile, and 

P for personification. 

 

___P____ He could feel the towers breathing. 

___A____ Many winds whirled up from between the towers… 

___O____ They gasped and stared. 

___S____ Out to the very middle he walked, as if he were 

walking on the air itself. 

3. The text says “When he felt completely satisfied, he walked 

back to the roof and held out his wrists for the handcuffs.” The 

picture shows a second reason why Petit came down.  Petit 

most likely stopped the high-wire walking because… 

a. a bird was pestering him 

b.  he grew tired of the police yelling 

c. it started to rain 

d. people were grabbing at his legs 

4. Which is most likely the author’s (Mordicai Gertein’s)  purpose 

for writing this book? 

a. to criticize the actions of others 

b. to persuade to the reader to act 

c. to gain tolerance for one's beliefs in the wider 

community  

d. to arouse emotions and encourage bravery  

5. Which idiom best describes the theme of this book? 

a. Fortune favors the brave. 

b. like a cat on hot bricks 

c. even the score 

d. Stop beating around the bush. 

Explain why you selected this answer. 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

6. Complete the chart to summarize the events that took in the 

book. 

7. Which picture from the book best illustrates the danger of 

Philippe’s walk between the two towers? 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

8. What is the mood of the story? How is the mood shown? 

Example Answer 

Even though the high-wire act is frightening, the message of the 

story is to follow your dreams. This is portrayed by bright 

“happy” colors and cheerful expressions on the faces of the 

crowd. 

Gay Miller @ Book Units Teacher 

who  Philippe Petit 

what  walked between the Twin Towers on a high-wire 

where 
between the Twin Towers of the World Trade Center 

in New York City  

results 
 Philippe was successful. This event gained him 

fame as a high-wire artist. 



Constructed Response ~ Details  

 
List obstacles Petit confronted before, during, and after his high-wire walk. 
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Obstacles 

The police and owners of the towers 
would not allow him to walk, so Petit 

had to prepare in secret. 
Petit had to get a 440 pound reel of 
cable and other equipment up the 

elevator and then 10 more floors 
(180 steps) to the roof of the 

building. 

The line fired with an arrow between 
the two buildings landed 15 feet 

below the roof. 

The cable slipped from Petit’s grip. It 
took 3 hours to pull the cable back 

up. 

Winds caused both Petit and the 
buildings to sway. 

Petit was arrested and had to go to 
court. 



Constructed Response  
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Setting 

What is the setting of the story? How did the 
setting influence the events  that took 

place? 

 

The story took place in New York City. This is 
the biggest city in the United States. At the 
time (August 1974), the Twin Towers of the 
World Trade Center were the tallest buildings 
in the world. 

The book encourages bravery and following 
your dreams. Because the height of the 
towers was so extreme and Philippe was 
successful, the message becomes very 
powerful. 

Character Traits 

List 3 character traits of Philippe. Give proof 
for each trait. 

 

1 – bravery (Many events – sneaking up the 
tower, climbing down to get missed wire, 

dancing on the wire) 

2 – determination (Once the idea came to 
him he knew he had to do it! ) 

3 – carefree (Philippe smiled as he crossed 
the wire between the two towers.) 

Point of View 

From which point of view and perspective is 
the story told? 

The story is told in 3rd person point of view by 
a narrator. The story focus’s on Philippe’s 
perspective. 

Theme 

What is the theme of this story? 

 

People should follow their dreams even if 
doing some things can be frightening. 



Book Actual Event 

The book pictures are  fairy tale –like with beautiful 

illustrations presenting the story as more of a dream instead 

of an actual event. 

The book tells the story using poetic language. 

The book says Philippe felt happy and free. 

The illustrator drew pictures of seagulls flying around 

Philippe. 

 

Most of the details in the book are accurate. Here are a few 

discrepancies. 

In the book Philippe climbs down 15 feet to get the arrow. 

 

The tower is full of police officers who want Philippe to come 

down. 

 

Most of the photos are in black and white. The city looks 

gray in the actual photos of the events. It is not depicted as 

beautiful. 

Philippe explains his emotions as happy and not afraid. He 

felt his dream was as big as the towers. 

Philippe describes the birds. 

 

 

 

In reality, when the fishing line misses its mark, Philippe 

undresses. He climbs down the fifteen feet trying to feel the 

line on his bare skin.  

There are two officers on the tower. Sergeant Charles 

Daniels decides what he witnessed as a dancer. He says 

Philippe wasn’t walking he was leaping, kneeling, and even 

laying down on the wire. He describes the event as 

spellbinding. 

Philippe could hear the crowd below. 

Philippe decides to leave the wire because he doesn’t want 

to test fate. 
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Constructed Response ~ Book versus Historical Account 
 
Complete the diagram. 
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