
Tales of a Fourth 
Grade Nothing 

Preview 
Get a sample 

of this unit to 

try out in your 

classroom. 

https://bookunitsteacher.com/reading_numberstars/numberstarssample.pdf


WORD LIST 
Students practice with two 
focus words for each reading 

selection. A wordlist with 
definitions, synonyms, and 
sample sentences from the 
story is included. 

VOCABULARY 
BOOKMARKS 

TEST WITH ANSWER KEY WORD CARDS PRACTICE BOOK 

VOCABULARY RESOURCES 



Digital vocabulary 

practice is provided 

though Boom Learning 

Decks. 

PRINTABLE & DIGITAL VOCABULARY 
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Boom Cards are digital task cards that students play on the Boom 

Learning Website.  

 

They…  

 are fully digital – require no printing, paper, ink, etc. 

 may be used on all modern browsers 

 are played on devices connected to the Internet 

 can be used for student practice at no cost to you 

 

When you purchase this novel study from TPT, you will receive 

special links to these Boom Cards. When you click on one of these 

links, you will be asked to sign into your account or create a free 

account at the Boom Learning Website. The special links in the paid 

resource let the Boom Learning site know you have purchased the 

deck. When you click the link, Boom Learning sends the Boom Deck 

to your Boom Library, so your students can access them. Students 

can play for free or data will be tracked for you with the Boom 

Learning Paid Subscription. 

Click here for a playable 

preview on Boom Learning. 

https://wow.boomlearning.com/store/bundle/tc83QjMTvsByTkR6y
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• Table of Contents  for the Digital + Printable Version 

• Lesson Plans at a Glance  for the Full Unit 

 

FREE SAMPLE PAGES 

 

The First Reading Selection plus Answer Keys  

(These pages are found in all versions of this unit.)  
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• Comprehension Questions 

• Constructed Response Writing Prompt 

(with and without the Common Core 

Standards) 
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Chapter 10  [castor oil, milk of magnesia, and dreary] 

 
1.  Sort the words on the T-chart based on the two 

meanings of dreary. 

unexciting repetitive depressing 

cheerless boring gloomy 

--- 

Dreary meaning  
Dull 

Dreary meaning  
Bleak 

_______________ _______________ 

_______________ _______________ 

_______________ _______________ 

 

 

2. Read this sentence from Tales of a Fourth Grade 

Nothing.  

My mother and father stayed at the hospital with Fudge. 

Things were pretty dreary at home. Every hour the 
phone rang. It was my mother calling from the hospital 
with a report.  

What does dreary mean in this sentence? 

 dull 

 bleak 

 

3. Circle the word that does not belong. 

medicine, disease, prescription, drug, remedy 

 

Fill in the blank with castor oil or milk of magnesia. 

4. Luckily the ______________________________ we buy is 

carefully made, because the castor bean is so deadly that it 

takes just one bean to kill a person and four to kill a horse. 

  

 

 

 

Chapter 1 [advertising and combination] 
 

Read these definitions of combination. 

a. a result or product of combining two or more 
things or people 

b. a particular series of numbers or letters that is 
used to open a lock  

c. used before a noun to describe something that can 

be used in more than one way 

Determine which definition is used in each of the 

sentences below. Write a, b, or c in the blank to show 
your answer. 

1. _________ My dad gave me a combination jackknife 

and bottle opener. 

2. _________ I can’t remember the combination to 

open my locker. 

3. _________ The cake has a combination of 

strawberry and banana flavors. 

 

4.  Circle six words in the box that are synonyms of 

advertising. 

little known promoting concealed 

presenting secret publicizing 

pitch buildup marketing 

unfamiliar unknown hidden 

 

5. Which word does not belong? 

mixture, combination, blend, separate 

Page 12 Page 1 
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Chapter 10  [castor oil, milk of magnesia, and dreary] 

 
1.  Sort the words on the T-chart based on the two 

meanings of dreary. 

unexciting repetitive depressing 

cheerless boring gloomy 

--- 

Dreary meaning  
Dull 

Dreary meaning  
Bleak 

boring depressing 

unexciting cheerless 

repetitive gloomy 

 

 

2. Read this sentence from Tales of a Fourth Grade 

Nothing.  

My mother and father stayed at the hospital with Fudge. 

Things were pretty dreary at home. Every hour the 
phone rang. It was my mother calling from the hospital 
with a report.  

What does dreary mean in this sentence? 

a. dull 

b. bleak 

 

3. Circle the word that does not belong. 

medicine, disease, prescription, drug, remedy 

 

Fill in the blank with castor oil or milk of magnesia. 

4. Luckily the _____castor oil____ we buy is carefully made, 

because the castor bean is so deadly that it takes just one 

bean to kill a person and four to kill a horse. 

  

 

 

 

Chapter 1 [advertising and combination] 

 
Read these definitions of combination. 

a. a result or product of combining two or more 

things or people 
b. a particular series of numbers or letters that is 

used to open a lock  
c. used before a noun to describe something that can 

be used in more than one way 

Determine which definition is used in each of the 
sentences below. Write a, b, or c in the blank to show 

your answer. 

1. ___c___ My dad gave me a combination jackknife 

and bottle opener. 

2. ___b___ I can’t remember the combination to open 

my locker. 

3. ___a___ The cake has a combination of strawberry 

and banana flavors. 

 

4.  Circle six words in the box that are synonyms of 

advertising. 

little known promoting concealed 

presenting secret publicizing 

pitch buildup marketing 

unfamiliar unknown hidden 

 

5. Which word does not belong? 

mixture, combination, blend, separate 

  

Page 12 Page 1   
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Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing ~ Chapter 1 

1. The main idea of Chapter 1 is ---. 

a. Peter won a turtle at Jimmy Fargo’s 

birthday party. 
b. Fudge is 2 ½ years old. 
c. Henry is the elevator operator. 

d. Dad likes the Juicy-O commercial. 

2. How does the reader know Tales of a Fourth 
Grade Nothing is told in 1st person point of 

view? 

a. The narrator uses pronouns like I, me, and 
my. 

b. Only the thoughts of Fudge are told. 
c. The narrator uses pronouns like he, she, it, 

and they. 
d. The narrator tells the story to another 

character using the word 'you.'  

3. Place a check in front of each thing Peter 

thinks is a problem. Place a star in front of 
the one that is the biggest problem. 

___ his mother 

___ Dribble 
___ his father 

___ Juicy-O 
___ not winning a goldfish 

___ Fudge 

4. Which word best describes Fudge?  

a. selfish 
b. happy 

c. lonely 
d. terrible twos 

5. How far off was Peter’s guess than the 

actual number of jelly beans in the jar? 

a. 423 
b. 348 

c. 75 
d. 100 

6. Match each cause to its effect. 

___ Dribble smells. a) Everyone calls the 
elevator operator 
Henry. 

___ Bevelheimer is 
hard to say. 

b) Peter gets a good 
look at himself. 

___ Peter guessed 348 

jelly beans. 

c) Peter has to scrub his 

hands. 

___ Peter rides the 

elevator up to the 
twelfth floor. 

d) Peter won a turtle. 

 

7. Name two ways Peter and Fudge are different and two ways they are alike. 

Different Alike 

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________ 

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________ 

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________ 

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________ 
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Chapter 1 ~ Constructed Response – Summarizing 

List 6 events that happened in Chapter 1 in the order that 
they happened. 

 

1 

•___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

2 

•___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

3 

•___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

4 

•___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

5 

•___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

6 

•___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.2 Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; 

determine the central message, lesson, or moral and explain how it is conveyed through key details in the text. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; 

summarize the text. 
 
 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/3/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/2/
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Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing ~ Chapter 1 

1. The main idea of Chapter 1 is ---. 

a. Peter won a turtle at Jimmy Fargo’s 

birthday party. 
b. Fudge is 2 ½ years old. 
c. Henry is the elevator operator. 

d. Dad likes the Juicy-O commercial. 

2. How does the reader know Tales of a Fourth 
Grade Nothing is told in 1st person point of 

view? 

a. The narrator uses pronouns like I, me, and 
my. 

b. Only the thoughts of Fudge are told. 
c. The narrator uses pronouns like he, she, it, 

and they. 
d. The narrator tells the story to another 

character using the word 'you.'  

3. Place a check in front of each thing Peter 

thinks is a problem. Place a star in front of 
the one that is the biggest problem. 

___ his mother 

___ Dribble 
___ his father 

___ Juicy-O 
___ not winning a goldfish 

___ Fudge 

4. Which word best describes Fudge?  

a. selfish 
b. happy 

c. lonely 
d. terrible twos 

5. How far off was Peter’s guess than the actual 
number of jelly beans in the jar? 

a. 423 
b. 348 

c. 75 
d. 100 

6. Match each cause to its effect. 

__c__ Dribble smells. a) Everyone calls the 
elevator operator 

Henry. 
__a__ Bevelheimer is 

hard to say. 

b) Peter gets a good 

look at himself. 

__d__ Peter guessed 
348 jelly beans. 

c) Peter has to scrub 
his hands. 

__b__ Peter rides the 
elevator up to the 

twelfth floor. 

d) Peter won a turtle. 

 

7. Name two ways Peter and Fudge are different and two ways they are alike. 

Different Alike 

Peter is 9 years old and in the 4th grade. 

Fudge is 2 ½ years old. 
brothers 

Fudge throws temper tantrums. 

Both are boys from the same family living 

together at 25 West 68th Street in  

New York City. 
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Chapter 1 ~ Constructed Response – Summarizing 

List 6 events that happened in Chapter 1 in the order that 
they happened. 

 

1 
•Peter goes to Jimmy Fargo's  birthday party. 

2 
•Peter's guess is the closest to the number of jelly beans that are in the jar. All the 
other party goers get goldfish. Peter wins a turtle. 

3 
•While Peter walks home from the party, he decides to name his turtle Dribble. 

4 

•Peter tells the reader about living in an apartment building in New York City. He  
has one of the best elevators in the city with mirrors and a soft, cushioned bench. 
There is also an elevator operator named Henry. 

5 
•Peter's mother agrees that Peter can keep the turtle, but he must care for it by 
feeding it and keeping the bowl clean. 

6 
•Peter tells the reader about some of his problems including his youger brother who 
is named Fudge. Peter thinks Fudge is always in his way and messing everything up. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.2 Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; 

determine the central message, lesson, or moral and explain how it is conveyed through key details in the text. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; 

summarize the text. 
 
 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/3/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/2/
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Constructed Response Questions 
without Common Core State Standards 

Originally 46 states adopted the Common Core State Standards. Many 

teachers have commented that they love having the standards on 
pages with constructed response writing prompts for accountability 

reasons. Now educational trends are changing. Many states have 
repealed Common Core and adopted their own state standards. To 

meet the needs of teachers both using and not using Common Core 
Standards, I have opted to provide the writing questions both with and 

without standards.  
To make creating a printable student packet easier, the comprehension 

and constructed response questions are both provided through Google 
Slides. Be sure to save the slides to your Google Drive to be able to edit 

by deleting slides. Note the text is not editable on these slides. 
 

 
 



~ Page 13 © Gay Miller ~ 

 

Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing ~ Chapter 1 

1. The main idea of Chapter 1 is ---. 

a. Peter won a turtle at Jimmy Fargo’s 

birthday party. 
b. Fudge is 2 ½ years old. 
c. Henry is the elevator operator. 

d. Dad likes the Juicy-O commercial. 

2. How does the reader know Tales of a Fourth 
Grade Nothing is told in 1st person point of 

view? 

a. The narrator uses pronouns like I, me, and 
my. 

b. Only the thoughts of Fudge are told. 
c. The narrator uses pronouns like he, she, it, 

and they. 
d. The narrator tells the story to another 

character using the word 'you.'  

3. Place a check in front of each thing Peter 

thinks is a problem. Place a star in front of 
the one that is the biggest problem. 

___ his mother 

___ Dribble 
___ his father 

___ Juicy-O 
___ not winning a goldfish 

___ Fudge 

4. Which word best describes Fudge?  

a. selfish 
b. happy 

c. lonely 
d. terrible twos 

5. How far off was Peter’s guess than the 

actual number of jelly beans in the jar? 

a. 423 
b. 348 

c. 75 
d. 100 

6. Match each cause to its effect. 

___ Dribble smells. a) Everyone calls the 
elevator operator 
Henry. 

___ Bevelheimer is 
hard to say. 

b) Peter gets a good 
look at himself. 

___ Peter guessed 348 

jelly beans. 

c) Peter has to scrub his 

hands. 

___ Peter rides the 

elevator up to the 
twelfth floor. 

d) Peter won a turtle. 

 

7. Name two ways Peter and Fudge are different and two ways they are alike. 

Different Alike 

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________ 

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________ 

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________ 

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________ 
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Chapter 1 ~ Constructed Response – Summarizing 

List 6 events that happened in Chapter 1 in the order that 
they happened. 

 

1 

•__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

2 

•__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

3 

•__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

4 

•__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

5 

•__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

6 

•__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 



~ Page 15 © Gay Miller ~ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Terms of Use 
• All rights reserved by Gay Miller. 

• This purchase includes a limited license for single 

classroom use only. You may utilize it for each 

student you serve.  

Product Don’ts 

• You may not upload this product to the Internet or 

store it in any public retrieval service of any kind 

outside of using it with your own students. 

• No part of the product may be altered for resell or 

distribution.  

• If you have any questions feel free to contact me 

at teachwithgaymiller@gmail.com. 
 

mailto:teachwithgaymiller@gmail.com
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Tales-of-a-Fourth-Grade-Nothing-Novel-Study-Digital-Printable-6236431?st=d4462c68ac239e8f157b9138b285a9e4
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