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Context Clues 

Teaching students to use context clues is fun with the right materials. Be sure to get the handout as it contains 
all the teaching ideas and ready-to-go resources to use with your students. Better yet, all these activities are 
free. 
This post provides the following:  

teaching ideas 
• 2 PowerPoint lessons with a student handout 
• anchor chart design 
• 2 sets of task cards featuring sentences from Peter Pan and  

The Wonderful Wizard of Oz (These task cards are provided in  
both printable and Boom Learning versions.) 
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Introducing Context Clues 
By turning the study of context clues into game-like activities, students will learn techniques for figuring out 
new words. Games make the lesson fun and less of a challenge. I like to begin my study with one of the 
following activities: 

Mystery Objects ~ Place objects into lunch-sized brown paper bags. Call on one student to describe the 

contents of the bag while others in the class try to guess what the object may be. I usually do this with four 
to five objects. Follow this activity by discussing how this activity is similar to figuring out unknown words in 
a sentence. 

Baloney (Henry P) is a fun book to introduce context clues. Here is a link to a read-aloud of the picture 
book. In this book. Henry uses make-believe words in a long excuse explaining why he is late for school. 
Students use context clues to figure out the meanings of the unknown words. 

Cloze Activity ~ Provide sentences with one word missing. Turn the process of completing the sentences 

into a competition by allowing students only a minute or two to complete the missing sentences. See 
which student can fill in the most blanks in the specified amount of time. End the activity with a discussion 
of how students were able to know what the missing word should be. Compare this activity to coming 
across an unfamiliar word while reading. 

Examples of Cloze Sentences: 

On the _________________, we had a picnic and watched the fireworks. 

Martha had to stay in bed when she had a ____________ of 102. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dRtPYSW3xcE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dRtPYSW3xcE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dRtPYSW3xcE
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Hang an anchor chart up in the classroom with types of context clues and keywords for each 

type. These are 2 anchor charts that I used in my classroom. 

Context Clues Anchor Chart 
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PowerPoint #1 

The first PowerPoint is divided into three 

parts. In Part 1 of this PowerPoint, students 

learn about different types of context clues. 

The second part contains practice with 

affixes. In Part 3, resources for looking up 

unfamiliar words are discussed. Grab the 

handout shown in Activity #4 to use with this 

PowerPoint. 

PowerPoint #2 

The second PowerPoint contains 17 cloze 

sentences. Students will see sentences 

containing missing words one at a time. A 

word bank is provided for students to 

complete the sentence. Students first look 

for clue words in the sentence. With one 

click of the mouse, the clue words are 

highlighted. Students then select the word 

from the bank that best completes the 

sentence. 

Context Clues PowerPoints 

https://bookunitsteacher.com/reading-skills/Context-Clues/Word-Study.ppt
https://bookunitsteacher.com/reading-skills/Context-Clues/Context-Clues.pptx
https://bookunitsteacher.com/reading-skills/Context-Clues/Context-Clues.pptx
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This chart is found on the next 
page. 



Context Clue Type Definition Example  

definition context clue an explanation for an 

unknown word is given 

When Sara was sick, her voice was almost 

inaudible. We couldn't hear what she was 
trying to say clearly. 

repeat context clue synonym 
  

You can trust the salesmen at that store 
because they always conduct business in an 
aboveboard manner. 

contrast context clue antonym  
  

I thought the painting of the waves crashing 
into the shore was very picturesque, but I 
thought the one next to it was quite ugly. 

association or general sense 
context clue 

lets the reader puzzle out a 
word meaning from 

whatever information is 
available 

After the harvest, we had an abundant 
amount of apples. We made apple pie, apple 

sauce, and apple juice because we had so 
many apples! 

specific examples context clue Using examples or 
illustrations, an author tries 
to show what a word 
means. A writer may give 
just one example or 
several.. Signals for 

examples include:  
 such as 
 including  
 consists of 
 colons (:)  
 dashes (-) 

Projectiles include those items that are shot 
forward such as a cannon shell, bullet, or 
rocket. 
  
A sleuth, such as Sherlock Holmes, can be very 
helpful in solving crimes. 

  
Zack was a good at many sports. He excelled 
in swimming, running, horsemanship, fencing, 
and target shooting. He decided to compete 
in the pentathlon rather than having to choose 
one of the events. 

Context Clues 
You can figure out the meaning of an unfamiliar word by using context clues. By using other words and sentences near the unfamiliar word, along with 

your knowledge of the topic, you can get a good idea of what the new word means. 
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Get the Peter Pan 

resources here. 

 

This link takes you to 

the Boom Learning 

Deck. 

 

https://bookunitsteacher.com/reading_pan/ContextClues.pdf
https://wow.boomlearning.com/deck/peter-pan-context-clues-Drx5nhWDgmQyS6ctW
https://wow.boomlearning.com/deck/peter-pan-context-clues-Drx5nhWDgmQyS6ctW
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Get The Wonderful 

Wizard of Oz 
printable task cards 

here. 

 

This link takes you to 

the Boom Learning 

Deck. 

https://bookunitsteacher.com/reading_oz/ContextCluesTaskCards.pdf
https://bookunitsteacher.com/reading_oz/ContextCluesTaskCards.pdf
https://wow.boomlearning.com/deck/the-wizard-of-oz-context-clues-MNNBzeNyK73LqvtYd
https://wow.boomlearning.com/deck/the-wizard-of-oz-context-clues-MNNBzeNyK73LqvtYd
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Are you looking for more context 

clues activities? Check out this 

second blog post from Book Units 

Teacher titled Context Clues 

Practice and Activities. This post 

includes even more fun activities 

including a video lesson going 

over contrast context clues. 

 

Example of a Contrast Context 

Clue 

Sally likes to dress ostentatiously. 

I’ve never seen her wear a dull 

color.   

https://bookunitsteacher.com/wp/?p=8580
https://bookunitsteacher.com/wp/?p=8580
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Are you looking for 

even more context 

clues activities? This 

Teachers Pay 

Teachers product 

contains 9 video 

lessons with 

organizers plus task 

cards, games, and 

other activities to 

practice skills.  

 

You will find it 

here.  

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Context-Clues-Lessons-and-Activities-942864
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Context-Clues-Lessons-and-Activities-942864
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Teachers Pay Teachers 
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/

Gay-Miller 

Visit me on 
Pinterest at 

http://www.pinterest.com/lin
dagaymiller/ 

Visit my website at  
http://bookunitsteacher.com/ Clipart Credits 

http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Gay-Miller
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Gay-Miller
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Gay-Miller
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Gay-Miller
http://www.pinterest.com/lindagaymiller/
http://www.pinterest.com/lindagaymiller/
http://bookunitsteacher.com/

