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Example #1 

Daniel was apprehensive about mountain climbing, but Sam had no worries at all. 

In this contrasting context, no worries at all are clue words. Therefore, apprehensive means the opposite of no 
worries at all. Students can infer that apprehensive means feeling anxiety about future events. 

Example #2 

The sweltering weather was soon replaced with cool, gentle breezes. 

Ask students to find clue words to help determine the meaning of the word sweltering. Students should quickly 
realize that this sentence contains contrasting statements. The words cool, gentle breezes mean the opposite of 
sweltering. With a little thought, students can determine the word sweltering means overly hot and humid. 

Sample Organizers to Go with the Video 
 
Assign these activities through Google Classroom for 
distance or classroom learning. Click here to download 
the free activities from Google Drive.  
 
This is the digital version.  
 
 
Here you will find the printable version. 
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1T7rI0Hp46ELmXnx39gtoJGaoG33SvukQ8WP9MdF2GHs/copy
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Matching 
 
Question #1 
Read the sentences on the left. Match the bold word from each sentence on the left to its definition on the right. 

_______ The twins were as different as night and day. One was outgoing 
and talkative; the other was introverted and a loner. 
 

a) fried in a small amount of hot fat 

b) diminish 

c) make wider or larger 

d) agitated 

e) make smaller in size 

f) shy 

g) to press into less space 

h) outgoing 

 

_______  When people enter a brightly lit room the pupils of the eyes 
contract; however, when they enter a dark room the pupils dilate. 
 

_______  While on a strict diet the man said he couldn’t 
eat sautéed chicken; it must be baked. 

Multiple Choice 
 
Question #2 

What is the meaning of picturesque as it is used in this 
sentence? 

I thought the painting of the waves crashing into the 
shore was very picturesque, however, I thought the one 
next to it was quite ugly. 

A. visually pleasing, enchanting, or unusual 
B. evoking vivid images 
C. a broad, framed view of the outside 
D. differing from the norm 
 

Question #3 

Which phrase from the sentence best helps clarify the 
meaning of ostentatiously? 

Sally likes to dress ostentatiously. I’ve never seen her 
wear a dull color.  

A. likes to dress 
B. Sally likes 
C. dull color 
D. never seen her wear 

 

Question #4 

Read this sentence. 

During the circus, the young girl chuckled when she saw the 
dog act, yet when the clowns came into the ring she let out 
a large chortle.  

Select the best synonym for chortle as it is used in the 
sentence? 

A. whine 
B. cackle 
C. speechless 
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Answer Key 
Matching 
 
Question #1 
Read the sentences on the left. Match the bold word from each sentence on the left to its definition on the right. 

___f____ The twins were as different as night and day. One was outgoing 
and talkative; the other was introverted and a loner. 

a) fried in a small amount of hot fat 

b) diminish 

c) make wider or larger 

d) agitated 

e) make smaller in size 

f) shy 

g) to press into less space 

h) outgoing 

 

___c____  When people enter a brightly lit room the pupils of the eyes 
contract; however, when they enter a dark room the pupils dilate. 

___a____  While on a strict diet the man said he couldn’t 
eat sautéed chicken; it must be baked. 

Multiple Choice 
 
Question #2 

What is the meaning of picturesque as it is used in this 
sentence? 

I thought the painting of the waves crashing into the 
shore was very picturesque, however, I thought the one 
next to it was quite ugly. 

A. visually pleasing, enchanting, or unusual 
B. evoking vivid images 
C. a broad, framed view of the outside 
D. differing from the norm 
 

Question #3 

Which phrase from the sentence best helps clarify the 
meaning of ostentatiously? 

Sally likes to dress ostentatiously. I’ve never seen her 
wear a dull color.  

A. likes to dress 
B. Sally likes 
C. dull color 
D. never seen her wear 

 

Question #4 

Read this sentence. 

During the circus, the young girl chuckled when she saw the 
dog act, yet when the clowns came into the ring she let out 
a large chortle.  

Select the best synonym for chortle as it is used in the 
sentence? 

A. whine 
B. cackle 
C. speechless 
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General Teaching 

· Vocabulary Practice – word and definition cards for practice + a 
test on these words 

· Question Stems by Grade Level 

Hook Activity - Jabberwocky 

Video Lessons with Organizers and Activities 

While all lessons and activities can be used at different grade levels, 
I have divided them up in the resource by CCSS. 

Part 1 - 4th Grade 

· Lesson 1 - Context Clues - Definition 

· Lesson 2 - Context Clues – Restatement (Synonym) 

· Lesson 3 - Context Clues – Example 

· Activities 

· 20 Task Cards 

· Fill-in-the-Blanks Story 

Part 2 - 5th Grade 

· Lesson 4 - Context Clues - Cause/Effect 

· Lesson 5 - Context Clues – Comparison 

· Lesson 6 - Context Clues – Contrast 

· Activity – Sorry Game with 52 Question Cards 

Part 3 - 6th Grade 

· Lesson 7 - Context Clues – Association 

· Lesson 8 - Context Clues - Tone and Setting 

· Lesson 9 - Context Clues - Word's Position or Function 

· Sentence Strip Activity 

More Activities 

· Poems with Made-Up Words 

· Cloze Passage 

· Game - Dots and Boxes 

You will find this unit on 
Teachers Pay Teachers. 
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Context-Clues-Lessons-and-Activities-942864
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Context-Clues-Lessons-and-Activities-942864


This packet contains 31 organizers in printable and Google Slides 
versions with video companions going over definitions and 
examples of the following vocabulary skills: 

1. Dictionary/Glossary 

2. Synonyms   

3. Antonyms   

4. Thesaurus 

5. Shades of Meaning 

6. Connotation 

7. Homonyms 

8. Homophones 

9. Homographs 

10. Prefixes [5 Lessons] 

11. Suffixes [5 Lessons] 

12. Root Words [5 Lessons] 

13. Context Clues - Restatement or Definition 

14. Context Clues - Example 

15. Context Clues - Contrast 

16. Context Clues - Cause/Effect 

17. Context Clues - Comparison 

18. Context Clues - Association 

19. Context Clues - Tone and Setting 

You will find this unit on 
Teachers Pay Teachers. 
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Vocabulary-Digital-Printable-Interactive-Video-Lessons-Organizers-5925719
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Teachers Pay 

Teachers 

http://www.teacherspayteachers.

com/Store/Gay-Miller 

  

Visit my website at  

http://bookunitsteacher.com/ 

  

Visit me on Pinterest at 

http://www.pinterest.com/lindagaymiller/ 
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