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Review 

Use the vocabulary words you just created to complete 

these sentences. 

1. Her ___________________ smile made her stand out 

from the crowd. 

2. The ___________________ was a large and fierce lion 

who protected his pride.  

3. He was so ___________________ after the roller coaster 

ride that he had to sit down for a while.  

4. The sailor used the ___________________ to navigate his 

ship across the ocean.  

5. The animals were kept in a small ___________________ 

at the farm.  

6. The corrupt politician’s embezzlement of public funds 

was an ___________________, betraying the trust of the 

citizens.  

7. The ___________________ was a person who illegally 

hunted or captured wild animals.  

8. The ___________________ was a large and comfortable 

place with a pool, a mud wallow, a waterfall, and a 

lot of space for the elephants to roam and play. 

9. The math problem ___________________ her, and she 

could not figure out the solution. 

10. He was very ___________________ and always running 

around and making noise.  

11. She was ___________________ after the argument and 

did not want to talk to anyone.  

12. The ___________________ was a set of beliefs or 

principles that guided someone’s actions.  

13. The squirrels ___________________ for nuts and seeds in 

the forest.  

14. The elephant herd followed the 

wise ___________________ because she was the group's 

oldest and most experienced female. 

Chapters 1-9 [snaggletoothed and matriarch] 

1. Circle six words in the box that are synonyms of matriarch. 

patriarch matron juvenile 

empress minor mistress 

dame father young 

immature queen grandmother 

 

2. Fill in the word web with synonyms for snaggletoothed. 

crooked smooth jagged toothy 

even toothless uneven teeth straight 

 

 

Is matriarch used correctly in the following sentences? 

True or False 

3. _____ The matriarch of the family was known for her 

strong will. 

4. _____ After her husband’s death, the matriarch took 

charge of the family business and led it to great success.  

5. _____ The matriarch was a large and fierce lion who 

protected her cubs. 

6. _____ The matriarch was a beautiful flower that bloomed 

in the spring. 

Page 12 Page 1 
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Review 

Use the vocabulary words you just created to complete 

these sentences. 

1. Her distinctive smile made her stand out from the 

crowd. 

2. The sentinel was a large and fierce lion who 

protected his pride.  

3. He was so woozy after the roller coaster ride that he 

had to sit down for a while.  

4. The sailor used the lodestar to navigate his ship across 

the ocean.  

5. The animals were kept in a small enclosure at the 

farm.  

6. The corrupt politician’s embezzlement of public funds 

was an abomination, betraying the trust of the 

citizens.  

7. The poacher was a person who illegally hunted or 

captured wild animals.  

8. The pavilion was a large and comfortable place with 

a pool, a mud wallow, a waterfall, and a lot of space 

for the elephants to roam and play. 

9. The math problem flummoxed her, and she could not 

figure out the solution. 

10. He was very rambunctious and always running 

around and making noise.  

11. She was sullen after the argument and did not want 

to talk to anyone.  

12. The creed was a set of beliefs or principles that 

guided someone’s actions.  

13. The squirrels foraged for nuts and seeds in the forest.  

14. The elephant herd followed the 

wise matriarch because she was the group's oldest 

and most experienced female. 

Chapters 1-9 [snaggletoothed and matriarch] 

1. Circle six words in the box that are synonyms of 

matriarch. 

patriarch matron juvenile 

empress minor mistress 

dame father young 

immature queen grandmother 

 

2. Fill in the word web with synonyms for 

snaggletoothed. 

crooked smooth jagged toothy 

even toothless uneven teeth straight 

 

 

Is matriarch used correctly in the following sentences? 

True or False 

3. __T___ The matriarch of the family was known for her 

strong will. 

4. __T___ After her husband’s death, the matriarch took 

charge of the family business and led it to great 

success.  

5. __F___ The matriarch was a large and fierce lion who 

protected her cubs. 

6. __F___ The matriarch was a beautiful flower that 

bloomed in the spring. 
Page 12 Page 1 
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The One and Only Ruby ~ Chapters 1-9  

1. What is the primary purpose of the 
Tuskday ceremony for young elephants 

like Ruby? 

a. to celebrate their birthdays 

b. to mark the arrival of their tusks and 

signify coming of age 

c. to showcase their talents to the herd 

d. to choose the next matriarch of the 
herd 

2. How does Ruby feel about her tusks, and 
how does this impact her behavior 

leading up to the Tuskday ceremony? 

a. proud and excited, leading to active 

participation 

b. indifferent, resulting in passive 
observation 

c. annoyed and self-conscious, 
influencing her actions 

d. enthusiastic, motivating her to prepare 
eagerly 

3.  Ruby's aunts say she must ---- to ease 

the discomfort of growing tusks. 

a. exercise vigorously to strengthen tusks 

b. seek professional help for tusk-related 
issues 

c. perform various activities to alleviate 
tusk pain 

d. ignore the discomfort and let tusks 
grow naturally 

4. How does Ruby disliking her tusks 

influence her interactions with Aunt 
Akello and the other elephants in her 

herd? 

a. improves her relationship with Aunt 

Akello 

b. leads to positive interactions with the 

herd 

c. causes tension and avoidance 

d. results in increased herd 
responsibilities for Ruby 

5. How does Aunt Laheli's past experience 

(the incident at the roadside zoo) affect 
her behavior and preferences? 

a. makes her more cautious and reserved 

b. has no impact on her present behavior 

c. makes her playful and carefree 

d. turns her aggressive and unfriendly 

6. Compare and contrast the behavior of 

Aunt Laheli and Aunt Akello toward Ruby. 
How do they differ in their approach to 

her? 

a. Both are strict and disciplinarian. 

b. Aunt Laheli is lenient, while Aunt 
Akello is stern. 

c. Both are playful and carefree. 

d. Aunt Laheli is distant, while Aunt 
Akello is nurturing. 
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7. What do tusks symbolize for elephants in 

the story? How does this symbolism 
impact Ruby's perception of herself? 

a. Tusks symbolize strength and power, 
boosting Ruby's confidence. 

b. Tusks symbolize fragility and 

vulnerability, making Ruby insecure. 

c. Tusks symbolize wisdom and maturity, 

inspiring Ruby. 

d. Tusks have no symbolic meaning for 

elephants in the story. 

8. Based on the information provided, what 

do you predict will happen during Ruby's 
Tuskday ceremony? 

a. Ruby will refuse to participate in the 
ceremony. 

b. The ceremony will be a joyous 

celebration for Ruby. 

c. Ruby will face unexpected challenges 

during the ceremony. 

d. The Tuskday ceremony will be canceled 

or postponed. 

 
Short Answer  

 

1. How does Ruby feel about the upcoming Tuskday ceremony, and what 
challenges does she face in preparing for it? Use evidence from Chapters 1-4 

to support your response. 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

2. List what each aunt says Ruby should do to relieve tusk discomfort. Then 

explain what this advice tells the reader about the herd.  

Aunt Masika - ____________________________________________________________ 

Aunt Laheli - ____________________________________________________________ 

Aunt Elodie - ____________________________________________________________ 

Aunt Zamoma - __________________________________________________________ 

Aunt Akello - ____________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 



Page | 10 Unit Created by Gay Miller 

 

Constructed Response – Character Traits 

Draw a picture of Ruby in the center box. In the surrounding boxes, list character traits of Ruby. List proof from text for each 

character trait listed. 

 

Ruby 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trait ____________________________ 

________________________________ 

Proof from Text 

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________ 

Trait ____________________________ 

________________________________ 

Proof from Text 

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________ 

Trait ____________________________ 

________________________________ 

Proof from Text 

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________ 

Trait ____________________________ 

________________________________ 

Proof from Text 

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________ 

RL.4.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions). 

RL.5.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how characters interact). 
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The One and Only Ruby ~ Chapters 1-9  

1. What is the primary purpose of the 
Tuskday ceremony for young elephants 

like Ruby? 

a. to celebrate their birthdays 

b. to mark the arrival of their tusks and 

signify coming of age 

c. to showcase their talents to the herd 

d. to choose the next matriarch of the 
herd 

2. How does Ruby feel about her tusks, and 
how does this impact her behavior 

leading up to the Tuskday ceremony? 

a. proud and excited, leading to active 

participation 

b. indifferent, resulting in passive 
observation 

c. annoyed and self-conscious, 
influencing her actions 

d. enthusiastic, motivating her to prepare 
eagerly 

3.  Ruby's aunts say she must ---- to ease 

the discomfort of growing tusks. 

a. exercise vigorously to strengthen tusks 

b. seek professional help for tusk-related 
issues 

c. perform various activities to alleviate 
tusk pain 

d. ignore the discomfort and let tusks 
grow naturally 

4. How does Ruby disliking her tusks 

influence her interactions with Aunt 
Akello and the other elephants in her 

herd? 

a. improves her relationship with Aunt 

Akello 

b. leads to positive interactions with the 

herd 

c. causes tension and avoidance 

d. results in increased herd 
responsibilities for Ruby 

5. How does Aunt Laheli's past experience 

(the incident at the roadside zoo) affect 
her behavior and preferences? 

a. makes her more cautious and reserved 

b. has no impact on her present behavior 

c. makes her playful and carefree 

d. turns her aggressive and unfriendly 

6. Compare and contrast the behavior of 

Aunt Laheli and Aunt Akello toward Ruby. 
How do they differ in their approach to 

her? 

a. Both are strict and disciplinarian. 

b. Aunt Laheli is lenient, while Aunt 
Akello is stern. 

c. Both are playful and carefree. 

d. Aunt Laheli is distant, while Aunt 
Akello is nurturing. 
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7. What do tusks symbolize for elephants in 

the story? How does this symbolism 
impact Ruby's perception of herself? 

a. Tusks symbolize strength and power, 
boosting Ruby's confidence. 

b. Tusks symbolize fragility and 

vulnerability, making Ruby insecure. 

c. Tusks symbolize wisdom and maturity, 

inspiring Ruby. 

d. Tusks have no symbolic meaning for 

elephants in the story. 

8. Based on the information provided, what 

do you predict will happen during Ruby's 
Tuskday ceremony? 

a. Ruby will refuse to participate in the 
ceremony. 

b. The ceremony will be a joyous 

celebration for Ruby. 

c. Ruby will face unexpected challenges 

during the ceremony. 

d. The Tuskday ceremony will be canceled 

or postponed. 

 
Short Answer  

 

1. How does Ruby feel about the upcoming Tuskday ceremony, and what 
challenges does she face in preparing for it? Use evidence from Chapters 1-4 

to support your response. 

Sample Answer: 

Ruby is nervous about the Tuskday ceremony and dreads the responsibilities of growing 

tusks. In Chapters 1-4, Ruby lists the problems with being the “littlest elephant” such as 
being ignored, avoiding dangerous situations at the watering hole, and disliking the 

nickname “Tusky.” These challenges highlight Ruby’s anxiety and reluctance to accept the 
changes that come with growing up. 

 

2. List what each aunt says Ruby should do to relieve tusk discomfort. Then 

explain what this advice tells the reader about the herd.  

Sample Answer: 

 

Aunt Masika - Rub the sore spots on mossy log and count to 53. 

Aunt Laheli - Put your head under ice-cold water and blow bubbles. 

Aunt Elodie - Eat a sour apple with at least 2 worms in it. 

Aunt Zamoma - Take a nap in the sun but don't snore. 

Aunt Akello - Don't think about it. 

From rubbing sore spots to eating sour apples, each aunt contributes unique advice, 

highlighting the supportive nature of the herd. This diversity reflects the close-knit and 
caring relationships among the elephants, emphasizing their shared experiences and 

willingness to help one another. 
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Constructed Response – Character Traits 

Draw a picture of Ruby in the center box. In the surrounding boxes, list character traits of Ruby. List proof from text for each 

character trait listed. 

 

Ruby 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trait unique personality 

Proof from Text 

In Chapter 5, Ruby details the 

importance of tusks for elephants, 

highlighting their use in eating, digging, 

and fighting. Unlike the traditional 

elephant perspective that celebrates 

tusks, Ruby dislikes her tusks. This 

perspective provides insight into Ruby’s 

unique character and challenges the 

conventional view of tusks as a symbol 

of pride for elephants. 

Trait carefree and playful 

Proof from Text 

In Chapter 6, Ruby's preference for 

playing in the mud showcases her 

resistance to the formalities associated 

with Tuskday, emphasizing her desire for 

a carefree and playful existence. This 

behavior reflects Ruby’s internal conflict 

and reluctance to conform to societal 

expectations. 

Trait doesn't want to grow up 

Proof from Text 

Ruby avoids all things that involve her 

tusks which are a symbol of growing up. 

In Chapter 6, Ruby doesn't want to 

practice for Tuskday. In Chapter 7, Ruby 

hides from the park veterinarian T.J. who 

wants to check out her new tusks.  

Trait displays empathy 

Proof from Text 

In Chapter 8, Ruby willingly  accepts 

Aunt Laheli’s unconventional behavior, 

such as playing “oops-oopsie,” 

demonstrating her compassion and 

understanding. This highlights Ruby’s 

empathy and ability to connect with 

individuals who may be different or 

have experienced hardship. 

RL.4.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions). 

RL.5.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how characters interact). 
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Addendum 
Constructed Response Questions 

without Common Core State Standards 

 
Important Update 

Originally 46 states adopted the Common Core State Standards. Many teachers 

have commented that they love having the standards on pages with 

constructed response writing prompts for accountability reasons. Now 

educational trends are changing. Many states have repealed Common Core 

and adopted their own state standards. To meet the needs of teachers both 

using and not using Common Core Standards, I have opted to provide the 

writing questions both with and without standards.  

To make creating a printable student packet easier, the comprehension and 

constructed response questions are both included in this section. 
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The One and Only Ruby ~ Chapters 1-9  

1. What is the primary purpose of the 
Tuskday ceremony for young elephants 

like Ruby? 

a. to celebrate their birthdays 

b. to mark the arrival of their tusks and 

signify coming of age 

c. to showcase their talents to the herd 

d. to choose the next matriarch of the 
herd 

2. How does Ruby feel about her tusks, and 
how does this impact her behavior 

leading up to the Tuskday ceremony? 

a. proud and excited, leading to active 

participation 

b. indifferent, resulting in passive 
observation 

c. annoyed and self-conscious, 
influencing her actions 

d. enthusiastic, motivating her to prepare 
eagerly 

3.  Ruby's aunts say she must ---- to ease 

the discomfort of growing tusks. 

a. exercise vigorously to strengthen tusks 

b. seek professional help for tusk-related 
issues 

c. perform various activities to alleviate 
tusk pain 

d. ignore the discomfort and let tusks 
grow naturally 

4. How does Ruby disliking her tusks 

influence her interactions with Aunt 
Akello and the other elephants in her 

herd? 

a. improves her relationship with Aunt 

Akello 

b. leads to positive interactions with the 

herd 

c. causes tension and avoidance 

d. results in increased herd 
responsibilities for Ruby 

5. How does Aunt Laheli's past experience 

(the incident at the roadside zoo) affect 
her behavior and preferences? 

a. makes her more cautious and reserved 

b. has no impact on her present behavior 

c. makes her playful and carefree 

d. turns her aggressive and unfriendly 

6. Compare and contrast the behavior of 

Aunt Laheli and Aunt Akello toward Ruby. 
How do they differ in their approach to 

her? 

a. Both are strict and disciplinarian. 

b. Aunt Laheli is lenient, while Aunt 
Akello is stern. 

c. Both are playful and carefree. 

d. Aunt Laheli is distant, while Aunt 
Akello is nurturing. 
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7. What do tusks symbolize for elephants in 

the story? How does this symbolism 
impact Ruby's perception of herself? 

a. Tusks symbolize strength and power, 
boosting Ruby's confidence. 

b. Tusks symbolize fragility and 

vulnerability, making Ruby insecure. 

c. Tusks symbolize wisdom and maturity, 

inspiring Ruby. 

d. Tusks have no symbolic meaning for 

elephants in the story. 

8. Based on the information provided, what 

do you predict will happen during Ruby's 
Tuskday ceremony? 

a. Ruby will refuse to participate in the 
ceremony. 

b. The ceremony will be a joyous 

celebration for Ruby. 

c. Ruby will face unexpected challenges 

during the ceremony. 

d. The Tuskday ceremony will be 

canceled or postponed. 

 
Short Answer  

 

1. How does Ruby feel about the upcoming Tuskday ceremony, and what 
challenges does she face in preparing for it? Use evidence from Chapters 1-4 

to support your response. 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

2. List what each aunt says Ruby show do to relieve tusk discomfort. Then 

explain what this advice tells the reader about the herd.  

Aunt Masika - ____________________________________________________________ 

Aunt Laheli - ____________________________________________________________ 

Aunt Elodie - ____________________________________________________________ 

Aunt Zamoma - __________________________________________________________ 

Aunt Akello - ____________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 
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Constructed Response – Character Traits 
Draw a picture of Ruby in the center box. In the surrounding boxes, list character traits of Ruby. List proof from text for each 

character trait listed. 

 

Ruby 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trait ____________________________ 

________________________________ 

Proof from Text 

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________ 

Trait ____________________________ 

________________________________ 

Proof from Text 

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________ 

Trait ____________________________ 

________________________________ 

Proof from Text 

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________ 

Trait ____________________________ 

________________________________ 

Proof from Text 

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________

____________________________________ 
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Melonheadz
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Crunchymom
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Zip-a-dee-doo-dah-Designs
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Rossys-Jungle
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Clever-Cat-Creations
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Scrappin-Doodles
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Ashley-Hughes-Design
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Palace-Pics
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Charlottes-Clips-4150
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Teaching-In-The-Tongass
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Pinterest 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YouTube 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Book Units Teacher Website 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Gay-Miller
https://bookunitsteacher.com/wp/
https://www.pinterest.com/lindagaymiller/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-_FZxE6tyrk37q_IQIzTSQ
https://bookunitsteacher.com/
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Check out my new YouTube channel. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-_FZxE6tyrk37q_IQIzTSQ
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