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Chapters 31-33 [innards and sober] 
1. Circle six words in the box that are synonyms of 

innards. 

insides casing structure 

exterior components motor 

outside gears shell 

surface machinery outer body 

 

2. Add vowels to the nonsense words to create 

vocabulary words. 

nnrds __________________ 

xcrsn __________________ 

clsthncs __________________ 

mpwr __________________ 

rcttn __________________ 

lnlm __________________ 

 

3. Write the words on the correct locations the T-Chart. 

grave  dreary drab 

solemn plain subdued 

--- 

Sober meaning  
Serious 

Sober  meaning  
Dull 

__________________ __________________ 

__________________ __________________ 

__________________ __________________ 

 
 

 

Chapters 1-3 [descent and uppity] 
1. Write the words on the correct locations the T-Chart. 

downward gradient parentage incline 

lineage origin decline 

--- 

Descent meaning Ancestry Descent meaning  
Slope 

__________________ __________________ 

__________________ __________________ 

__________________ __________________ 

 

2. Fill in the word web with synonyms for uppity. 

modest meek pretentious arrogant 

superior shy haughty unassuming 

 

 

Complete the sentence with one of the vocabulary words. 

3. They’ve been getting a little __________________ with 

their arrogant ways.  

4. The plane’s __________________ felt as long as the 12 

hour trip. 

 

Page 12 Page 1 

uppity 
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Chapters 31-33 [innards and sober] 
1. Circle six words in the box that are synonyms of 

innards. 

insides casing structure 

exterior components motor 

outside gears shell 

surface machinery outer body 

 

2. Add vowels to the nonsense words to create 

vocabulary words. 

nnrds innards 

xcrsn excursion 

clsthncs calisthenics 

mpwr empower 

rcttn recitation 

lnlm linoleum 

 

3. Write the words on the correct locations the T-Chart. 

grave  dreary drab 

solemn plain subdued 

--- 

Sober meaning  
Serious 

Sober  meaning  
Dull 

solemn drab 

grave dreary 

subdued plain 

 
 

 

Chapters 1-3 [descent and uppity] 
1. Write the words on the correct locations the T-Chart. 

downward gradient parentage incline 

lineage origin decline 

--- 

Descent meaning Ancestry Descent meaning  
Slope 

parentage decline 

lineage incline 

origin downward gradient 

 

2. Fill in the word web with synonyms for uppity. 

modest meek pretentious arrogant 

superior shy haughty unassuming 

 

 

Complete the sentence with one of the vocabulary words. 

3. They’ve been getting a little ___uppity___ with their 

arrogant ways.  

4. The plane’s ___descent____ felt as long as the 12 hour 

trip. 

 

Page 12 Page 1 

uppity 

superior pretentious 

arrogant haughty 
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One Crazy Summer ~ Chapters 1-3 

1. Which word best describes Cecile? 

a. helpful 

b. angry 
c. mean 
d. self-absorbed 

2. Chapters 1-3 are told through the perspective 
of ----. 

a. Vonetta  

b. Fern  

c. Delphine  

d. Cecile  

3. Match each chapter title to its meaning. 

_____ Cassius Clay 

Clouds  
a) strange greeting 

_____Golden Gate 
Bridge  

b) turbulence 

_____Secret Agent 

Mother 
c) excitement 

 

4. The story begins with the girls taking off in 
the Boeing 727. Read this passage that takes 
place a little way into Chapter 1. 

All the way to the airport, Pa had tried to act like 
he was dropping off three sacks of wash at the 

Laundromat. 

Which type of literary element is this? 

a. flash forward 

b. flashback 
c. cliffhanger  

d. foreshadowing  

5.  Sequence the following events in order. 

_____ Delphine wants to see the Golden Gate 
Bridge. 
_____ The plane leaves from JFK Airport. 

_____ Cecile walks so fast the girls can’t keep 
up. 

_____ The stewardess is impatient for the girls to 
be picked up. 
_____ The girls hug Big Ma. 

6. Match each cause to its effect. 

_____ Celeste moves 
to California. 

a) The stewardess 
scolds the girls. 

_____ Delphine wants 
to see the Golden Gate 

Bridge. 

b) Cecile argues with 
the bus driver. 

_____ Delphine is tall. 
c) Big Ma leaves 

Alabama. 
 

7. Which line from the story shows that it is 

written in first person? 

a. Big Ma doesn’t care if President Kennedy’s 

face is on the half-dollar. 
b. A shrill voice had announced the departing 

flight to Oakland.  

c. Being stuck in the middle seat, I was mad 
at myself.  

d. To Fern, the Golden Gate Bridge sounded 
like Sleeping Beauty’s castle. 

8. What is the implied theme of these chapters? 

a. Bravery 

b. Forgiveness 

c. Good vs. Evil 

d. Friendship 

 

9. A dollar today only buys 9.894% of what it 

could buy back in the 1960s. This means the 

lady at the airport gave Fern approximately --

- money at today’s value? 

a. $5.00 

b. $1.50 

c. $.50 

d. $10.00   

 

10.Read this passage. 

… clapping her hands like we were on display at 

the Bronx Zoo. “Oh, my. What adorable dolls you 
are. My, my.” She warbled like an opera singer. 
Her face was moon full and jelly soft, the cheeks 

and jaw framed by white whiskers. 

Select 3 types of figurative language found in this 

passage. 

_____ onomatopoeia _____ personification 
_____  simile _____  metaphor 

 

 

 

 



Page | 10 Unit Created by Gay Miller 
 

Character Traits 

Describe the following characters. 

Delphine Vonetta Fern 

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text 
(e.g., how characters interact). 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.3 Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the characters respond or 

change as the plot moves toward a resolution 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/5/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/6/3/


Page | 11 Unit Created by Gay Miller 
 

One Crazy Summer ~ Chapters 1-3 

1. Which word best describes Cecile? 

a. helpful 

b. angry 
c. mean 
d. self-absorbed 

2. Chapters 1-3 are told through the perspective 
of ----. 

a. Vonetta  

b. Fern  

c. Delphine  

d. Cecile  

3. Match each chapter title to its meaning. 

__b__ Cassius Clay 

Clouds  
a) strange greeting 

__c__ Golden Gate 
Bridge  

b) turbulence 

__a__ Secret Agent 

Mother 
c) excitement 

 

4. The story begins with the girls taking off in 
the Boeing 727. Read this passage that takes 
place a little way into Chapter 1. 

All the way to the airport, Pa had tried to act like 
he was dropping off three sacks of wash at the 

Laundromat. 

Which type of literary element is this? 

a. flash forward 

b. flashback 
c. cliffhanger  

d. foreshadowing  

5.  Sequence the following events in order. 

__3___ Delphine wants to see the Golden Gate 
Bridge. 
__2___ The plane leaves from JFK Airport. 

__5___ Cecile walks so fast the girls can’t keep 
up. 

__4___ The stewardess is impatient for the girls 
to be picked up. 
__1___ The girls hug Big Ma. 

6. Match each cause to its effect. 

__c__ Celeste moves 
to California. 

a) The stewardess 
scolds the girls. 

__a__ Delphine wants 
to see the Golden Gate 

Bridge. 

b) Cecile argues with 
the bus driver. 

__b__ Delphine is tall. 
c) Big Ma leaves 

Alabama. 
 

7. Which line from the story shows that it is 

written in first person? 

a. Big Ma doesn’t care if President Kennedy’s 

face is on the half-dollar. 
b. A shrill voice had announced the departing 

flight to Oakland.  

c. Being stuck in the middle seat, I was mad 
at myself.  

d. To Fern, the Golden Gate Bridge sounded 
like Sleeping Beauty’s castle. 

8. What is the implied theme of these chapters? 

a. Bravery 

b. Forgiveness 

c. Good vs. Evil 

d. Friendship 

 

9. A dollar today only buys 9.894% of what it 

could buy back in the 1960s. This means the 

lady at the airport gave Fern approximately --

- money at today’s value? 

a. $5.00 

b. $1.50 

c. $.50 

d. $10.00   

3 nickels ($.15 times 10) 

10.Read this passage. 

… clapping her hands like we were on display at 

the Bronx Zoo. “Oh, my. What adorable dolls you 
are. My, my.” She warbled like an opera singer. 
Her face was moon full and jelly soft, the cheeks 

and jaw framed by white whiskers. 

Select 3 types of figurative language found in this 

passage. 

____ onomatopoeia _____ personification 

____ simile ____ metaphor 
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Character Traits Answer Key 

Describe the following characters. 

Delphine Vonetta Fern 

11 years old 

Narrator of the story 

mature – takes care of her younger 

sisters 

remembers images of her mother 

who moves away with Delphine was 
4 (going on 5) years old 

refers to herself as plain as in she 

speaks the plain truth 

cautious – put the $200 in her shoe 

for safe keeping 

responsible enough to wear a 

wristwatch 

8 years old 

sucks thumb when nervous 

 

7 years old 

afraid of flying 

bites Miss Patty Cake’s pink plastic 
arm when nervous 

 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text 

(e.g., how characters interact). 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.3 Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the characters respond or 

change as the plot moves toward a resolution 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/5/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/6/3/
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Addendum 
Constructed Response Questions 

without Common Core State Standards 

 
Important Update 

Originally 46 states adopted the Common Core State Standards. Many teachers 

have commented that they love having the standards on pages with 

constructed response writing prompts for accountability reasons. Now 

educational trends are changing. Many states have repealed Common Core 

and adopted their own state standards. To meet the needs of teachers both 

using and not using Common Core Standards, I have opted to provide the 

writing questions both with and without standards.  

To make creating a printable student packet easier, the comprehension and 

constructed response questions are both included in this section. 
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One Crazy Summer ~ Chapters 1-3 

1. Which word best describes Cecile? 

a. helpful 

b. angry 
c. mean 
d. self-absorbed 

2. Chapters 1-3 are told through the perspective 
of ----. 

a. Vonetta  

b. Fern  

c. Delphine  

d. Cecile  

3. Match each chapter title to its meaning. 

_____ Cassius Clay 

Clouds  
a) strange greeting 

_____Golden Gate 
Bridge  

b) turbulence 

_____Secret Agent 

Mother 
c) excitement 

 

4. The story begins with the girls taking off in 
the Boeing 727. Read this passage that takes 
place a little way into Chapter 1. 

All the way to the airport, Pa had tried to act like 
he was dropping off three sacks of wash at the 

Laundromat. 

Which type of literary element is this? 

a. flash forward 

b. flashback 
c. cliffhanger  

d. foreshadowing  

5.  Sequence the following events in order. 

_____ Delphine wants to see the Golden Gate 
Bridge. 
_____ The plane leaves from JFK Airport. 

_____ Cecile walks so fast the girls can’t keep 
up. 

_____ The stewardess is impatient for the girls to 
be picked up. 
_____ The girls hug Big Ma. 

6. Match each cause to its effect. 

_____ Celeste moves 
to California. 

a) The stewardess 
scolds the girls. 

_____ Delphine wants 
to see the Golden Gate 

Bridge. 

b) Cecile argues with 
the bus driver. 

_____ Delphine is tall. 
c) Big Ma leaves 

Alabama. 
 

7. Which line from the story shows that it is 

written in first person? 

a. Big Ma doesn’t care if President Kennedy’s 

face is on the half-dollar. 
b. A shrill voice had announced the departing 

flight to Oakland.  

c. Being stuck in the middle seat, I was mad 
at myself.  

d. To Fern, the Golden Gate Bridge sounded 
like Sleeping Beauty’s castle. 

8. What is the implied theme of these chapters? 

a. Bravery 

b. Forgiveness 

c. Good vs. Evil 

d. Friendship 

 

9. A dollar today only buys 9.894% of what it 

could buy back in the 1960s. This means the 

lady at the airport gave Fern approximately --

- money at today’s value? 

a. $5.00 

b. $1.50 

c. $.50 

d. $10.00   

 

10.Read this passage. 

… clapping her hands like we were on display at 

the Bronx Zoo. “Oh, my. What adorable dolls you 
are. My, my.” She warbled like an opera singer. 
Her face was moon full and jelly soft, the cheeks 

and jaw framed by white whiskers. 

Select 3 types of figurative language found in this 

passage. 

_____ onomatopoeia _____ personification 
_____  simile _____  metaphor 
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Character Traits 

Describe the following characters. 

Delphine Vonetta Fern 

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Zip-a-dee-doo-dah-Designs
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Rossys-Jungle
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Clever-Cat-Creations
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Scrappin-Doodles
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Ashley-Hughes-Design
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Palace-Pics
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Charlottes-Clips-4150
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Teaching-In-The-Tongass
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Pinterest 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YouTube 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Book Units Teacher Website 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Gay-Miller
https://bookunitsteacher.com/wp/
https://www.pinterest.com/lindagaymiller/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-_FZxE6tyrk37q_IQIzTSQ
https://bookunitsteacher.com/
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Check out my new YouTube channel. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-_FZxE6tyrk37q_IQIzTSQ
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