
On the following pages, you will see snapshot examples for 

My Side of the Mountain 

 Complete Digital + Printable Novel Study.  
Be sure to look closely to see which version works best for your needs. 

Which version of this unit do I need? 

Version 
Links to Digital 

Resources 

Vocabulary 

Practice 

Comprehension 

Questions 

Constructed Writing 

Prompts 
Language Arts Skills 

My Side of the 

Mountain Digital 

+ Printable       

My Side of the 

Mountain Mini     



VOCABULARY 
BOOKMARKS 

TEST WITH ANSWER KEY 

WORD CARDS 

PRACTICE BOOK 

 
Students learn one new word for each chapter, each chosen for meaning, 
relevance, and usefulness. 

This unit includes: 

 a story-based word list with definitions, synonyms, and sample 
sentences 

 vocabulary bookmarks for quick reference 

 word wall cards for whole-class reinforcement 

 a printable vocabulary booklet for daily practice 

Vocabulary That Sticks 

My Side of the Mountain Novel Study  

Gay Miller / Book Units Teacher 



Flexible Practice for Any Classroom 

My Side of the Mountain Novel Study 

Gay Miller / Book Units Teacher 

Each vocabulary word is reinforced through: 

 Interactive Boom Cards for self-checking practice 

 A printable booklet with short, targeted activities 

 Built-in context clues and sentence writing tasks 



 
 

 
    Each reading selection includes: 

 a self-checking Boom comprehension question 
 a printable comprehension quiz 
 questions written to support text evidence, inference, and critical thinking 
 Two versions: with standards + without  

 Skill-coded: shapes show the skill for each question  
 Easy data checks: spot strengths and needs fast  

 

 

Comprehension That Builds Close Reading Skills 

My Side of the Mountain Novel Study  

Gay Miller / Book Units Teacher 



 

 

Students respond to one constructed response question per section using: 

 a printable organizer for guided writing 
 a Google Slides version for digital classrooms 
 built-in prompts that help students plan, cite, and explain 

 Two versions: with standards + without 

 

Constructed Response Structured Writing Support 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1IpkVlzY2fp9XTocrFoJd1KuH3alUjge00BROJ3J1TQQ/export/png?resolution=300 

My Side of the Mountain Novel Study 

Gay Miller / Book Units Teacher 



 
Great resource for reading 
groups. My students are 
engaged in the vocabulary 
work, which actually provides 
context to help them 

understand the vocabulary 
words. 

- Christina H. 

 
I absolutely LOVE LOVE 
LOVE this resource! I 
love the way this unit 
covers so many 
different strands of 

English. It is the only unit 
we use for this book 
and my son is always 
super engaged when 
he finishes reading the 
chapters and is 

answering questions on 
Boom Cards. Thank 
you for a wonderful 
resource! 

- Megan O.  

 
My students were challenged by some of 
the activities. I loved the completeness 
of the unity, the different types of 
activities, and the ability for 
differentiation and challenges. It pairs 

with the book perfectly! 
- Maria R. 

 
This was such a time saver during 
summer school! The slides and Boom 
Cards were great for vocabulary 
building.. 

- Shawna M. 

My Side of the Mountain Novel Study  

Gay Miller / Book Units Teacher 

 
My students loved this packet. 
I loved that there was zero 
prep!!! 

- Lindsey B. 



This unit has 10 skill lessons with teaching 
videos. This unit focuses on story elements 
and vocabulary skills. 
 
Lesson 1 – Genre and Setting 

Lesson 2 – Types of Conflict 
Lesson 3 – Point of View 
Lesson 4 – Synonyms 
Lesson 5 – Antonyms 
Lesson 6 – Thesaurus 
Lesson 7 – Prefixes 

Lesson 8 – Similes and Metaphors 
Lesson 9 – Theme 
Lesson 10 – Plot Development 
 

Complete Grammar Instruction Included Skill Lessons 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1rqtQEVSn8G8rTyC_eWM5IL0_i8yNOcmecdZp7D32PyA/export/png?resolution=300 

My Side of the Mountain Novel Study  

Gay Miller / Book Units Teacher 



 

 

Boom Cards are interactive digital task cards that students 

play on the Boom Learning website. They are: 

• Fully digital — no printing or prep 

• Compatible with all modern browsers 

• Playable on any device connected to the Internet 

• Self-checking for instant feedback 

How They Work in This Novel Study 

1. When you purchase this unit on TPT, you’ll receive 

special links to the Boom Decks included in the 

resource. 

2. Click a link, sign in (or create a free account), and 

the deck is added to your Boom Library. 

3. Students can play for free using a Fast Pin. 

4. Paid Boom accounts allow for data tracking. 

Try It Out 

 

What are Boom Cards? 

My Side of the Mountain Novel Study 

Gay Miller / Book Units Teacher 

Click here for a playable 

preview on Boom Learning. 

https://wow.boomlearning.com/store/bundle/75jJzh5NmGF9L9JhN?ref=self
https://wow.boomlearning.com/store/bundle/75jJzh5NmGF9L9JhN?ref=self
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Lesson Plans at a Glance for Full My Side of the Mountain Unit 

Vocabulary 
Reading/ 
Comprehension 
Quizzes 

Constructed 
Response with  
Video Lesson 

Skill Lessons and 
Activities 

purse 

emphatic 

Practice Book page 1 

Chapters 1-2 Setting Setting 

combustible  

implement 

Practice Book page 2 

Chapters 3-4 Character Traits Character Traits 

sentinel 

reap 

Practice Book page 3 

Chapters 5-6 

Point of View 

 
Point of View 

exertion 

savory 

Practice Book page 4 

Chapters 7-8 
Point of View and 

Perspective Synonyms 

berate 

poach 

Practice Book page 5  

Chapters 9-10 Summarizing Antonyms 

personable 

racketeer 

Practice Book page 6-7 

Chapters 11-12 Acrostic  Thesaurus  

mantle 

cache 

Practice Book page 8 

Chapters 13-14 Course of Action 
Hands-On Activity with 

Synonyms, Antonyms, 

and the Thesaurus 

moral 

conspicuous 

Practice Book page 9 

Chapters 15-16 Summarizing Prefixes 

bracer 

ingenious 

Practice Book page 10 

Chapters 17-18 Figurative Language Simile/Metaphor 

resilient 

untoward 

Practice Book page 11 

Chapters 19-20 Theme Theme 

boredom 

self-sufficient  
Practice Book page 12 

 

Chapters 21-22 
Roller Coaster Plot 

Diagram  
Roller Coaster Plot 

Diagram  

Vocabulary Test End-of-the-Unit Comprehension Test End-of-the-Unit Skill Test 
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Chapters 21-22   [boredom and self-sufficient] 

1. Circle six words in the box that are synonyms of 
boredom. 

 

dullness weariness dreariness 

interest excitement amusement 

motivation monotony sameness 

tedium pleasure liveliness 

 

2.  Complete the analogies with vocabulary words. 

 
unoriginal : ingenious :: unnoticeable : ______________ 

pick-me-up : bracer :: independent : _______________ 

unprincipled : moral :: vulnerable : _________________ 

untoward : inappropriate :: agreeable : ______________ 

 

3. Check all the things that describe self-sufficient. 

______ getting sick after eating berries that have 
pesticides on them 

______  growing your own food 

______  having enough money to save for the future 

______  using electricity to run your home 

______  caring for yourself when the power goes out 

 

 

 

 

Chapters 1-2 [purse and emphatic] 
 

1. Sort the words in the box onto the chart. 

tighten reward squeeze 

compress takings winnings 

--- 

purse meaning prize purse meaning pucker 

____________________ ____________________ 

____________________ ____________________ 

____________________ ____________________ 

 

Read the definitions of emphatic. Write a or b to show 

which definition is used in each sentence. 
 

a) forceful in speech and actions 
b) clearly presented or described 

 

2. ______ When asked if he wanted to go away for the 
weekend, his answer was an emphatic no. 

3. ______ The President emphatically stated that he 
wants to lower taxes. 

4. ______ Bob was the emphatic winner of the speech 

contest. 

 

5. Is purse used correctly in the sentences below?  
True or False 

______ There was a million-dollar purse for the 

horse race. 

______ My purse was stolen after I set it down 

for just a second on the counter. 

______ Juan pursed his lips to show he was 

happy. 

Page 12 Page 1 

Vocabulary Workbook 
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Chapters 21-22   [boredom and self-sufficient] 

 
1. Circle six words in the box that are synonyms of 

boredom. 
 

dullness weariness dreariness 

interest excitement amusement 

motivation monotony sameness 

tedium pleasure liveliness 

 

2.  Complete the analogies with vocabulary words. 

 
unoriginal : ingenious :: unnoticeable : ___conspicuous__ 

pick-me-up : bracer :: independent : __self-sufficient__ 

unprincipled : moral :: vulnerable : ____resilient_______ 

untoward : inappropriate :: agreeable : __personable___ 

 

3. Check all the things that describe self-sufficient. 

______ getting sick after eating berries that have 
pesticides on them 

___✔___ growing your own food 

___✔___ having enough money to save for the future 

______  using electricity to run your home 

___✔___ caring for yourself when the power goes out 

 

 

 

 

Chapters 1-2 [purse and emphatic] 
 

1. Sort the words in the box onto the chart. 

tighten reward squeeze 

compress takings winnings 

--- 

purse meaning prize purse meaning pucker 

reward squeeze 

winnings tighten 

takings compress 

 

Read the definitions of emphatic. Write a or b to show 

which definition is used in each sentence. 
 

a) forceful in speech and actions 
b) clearly presented or described 

 
2. __a____ When asked if he wanted to go away for the 

weekend, his answer was an emphatic no. 

3. __a____ The President emphatically stated that he 

wants to lower taxes. 

4. __b____ Bob was the emphatic winner of the speech 
contest. 

 

5. Is purse used correctly in the sentences below?  

True or False 

___T___ There was a million-dollar purse for the 

horse race. 
___T___ My purse was stolen after I set it down 
for just a second on the counter. 

___F___ Juan pursed his lips to show he was 
happy. 

Page 12 Page 1 

Vocabulary Workbook Answer Key 
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My Side of the Mountain ~ Chapters 1-2 
 

1. The main idea of Chapter 1 is ---. 

a. Sam makes friends with a weasel and 
falcon. 

b. Sam survives his first snowstorm 8 months 
after leaving home. 

c. Sam built a comfortable home in a hemlock 
tree on his great-grandfather’s land. 

d. Sam enjoys playing in the snow with The 

Baron and Frightful. 

2. Which statement from the story is proof that 

the story is told as a flashback? 

a. Sam left New York in May. 

b. When I wrote that last winter, I was 
scared and thought maybe I’d never get 

out of my tree.  
c. It snowed all day yesterday and today.  
d. During the summer and fall, I had thought 

about the coming of winter. 

3. What can be inferred from Chapters 1-2 of My 

Side of the Mountain? 

a. Sam will live away from home for years. 
b. Sam will get a ride home from the truck 

driver. 
c. Sam will live with Bill until he learns how to 

survive on his own, even if it takes weeks. 

d. The guide Sam read before leaving home 
will be a big help to his survival. 

4. Match each cause to its effect. 

______Sam told the truck 
driver he was running 

away from home. 

a) Sam learned how 
to build a fire. 

______Sam met Bill. 

b) Sam looked for 

grubs. 

______Sam made camp 
on the northeast side of 

the mountain. 

c) Sam had a ride 
home the next day 
if he wanted it. 

______The ground was 
frozen. 

d) It grew dark and 
cold early. 

 

5. Sequence the steps Sam used when he made 

pancakes. 

______ Stirred ash in with the flour and 
nuts 

______ Pounded acorns to make flour 

______ Cooked over a tin can 

______ Cracked walnuts 

______ Covered them with blueberry jam 

______ Mixed with snow 
 

6. How did Sam travel from New York City to 

the Gribley land? Check all that apply. 

______ taxi 

______ train 

______ bus 

______ hitched rides 

______ foot - walked 

______ rode with mail carrier 
 

7. Which genre is My Side of the Mountain? 
Check one from each row. 

______fiction OR ______drama 

______young adult lit OR ______horror 

____ fantasy OR ______realistic 
 

Explain why you selected these answers.  

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________ 

8. True or False 
 

______ Sam’s father tried to farm but liked 
the sea better. 

______ Sam told his dad he was running 

away. 

______ Sam was from a small family. 

______ Sam wanted to follow in his great-
grandfather’s footsteps and become a 
seaman. 

______ Sam was embarrassed by the 
mistakes he made during his first night in the 

forest. 

Comprehension Quiz 
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Constructed Response - Setting  

How is the setting important in the book My Side of the Mountain? Use details and information from the story to support your 
answer.  

 
 
 
 
 

Location Where the Story Takes Place                                                                                                                                    

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Time the Story Takes Place 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

___________________ 

Importance of the Setting                                                                                                                                     

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 

 

                Mood - Atmosphere of the Setting 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

 

Setting 

RL.5.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., 

how characters interact). 

RL.6.3 Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as 

the plot moves toward a resolution.  

Sample Constructed Response Question 



Page | 7 Unit Created by Gay Miller 

 

My Side of the Mountain ~ Chapters 1-2 
 

1. The main idea of Chapter 1 is ---. 

a. Sam makes friends with a weasel and 
falcon. 

b. Sam survives his first snowstorm 8 months 
after leaving home. 

c. Sam built a comfortable home in a hemlock 
tree on his great-grandfather’s land. 

d. Sam enjoys playing in the snow with The 

Baron and Frightful. 

2. Which statement from the story is proof that 

the story is told as a flashback? 

a. Sam left New York in May. 

b. When I wrote that last winter, I was 
scared and thought maybe I’d never get 

out of my tree.  
c. It snowed all day yesterday and today.  
d. During the summer and fall, I had thought 

about the coming of winter. 

3. What can be inferred from Chapters 1-2 of My 

Side of the Mountain? 

a. Sam will live away from home for years. 
b. Sam will get a ride home from the truck 

driver. 
c. Sam will live with Bill until he learns how to 

survive on his own, even if it takes weeks. 

d. The guide Sam read before leaving home 
will be a big help to his survival. 

4. Match each cause to its effect. 

__c__ Sam told the truck 
driver he was running 

away from home. 

a) Sam learned how  
to build a fire. 

__a__   Sam met Bill. 

b) Sam looked for 

grubs. 

__d__ Sam made camp 
on the northeast side of 

the mountain. 

c) Sam had a ride 
home the next day 
if he wanted it. 

__b__ The ground was 
frozen. 

d) It grew dark and 
cold early. 

 

5. Sequence the steps Sam used when he made 

pancakes. 

___3___ Stirred ash in with the flour and 
nuts 

___1___ Pounded acorns to make flour 

___5___ Cooked over a tin can 

___2___ Cracked walnuts 

___6___ Covered them with blueberry jam 

___4___ Mixed with snow 
 

6. How did Sam travel from New York City to 

the Gribley land? Check all that apply. 

______ taxi 

__✔__ train 

______ bus 

__✔__ hitched rides 

__✔__ foot - walked 

______ rode with mail carrier 
 

7. Which genre is My Side of the Mountain? 
Check one from each row. 

__✔__  fiction OR ____ drama 

__✔__  young adult lit OR ____ horror 

____ fantasy OR __✔__  realistic 

 

Explain why you selected these answers.  

The story is not a drama because it does not 
contain stage directions. Even though Sam is 

afraid, the story is not a horror film with 
supernatural creatures. The story could really 

happen, so it is realistic and not a fantasy. 

8. True or False 
 

__F__ Sam’s father tried to farm but liked 
the sea better. 

__T__ Sam told his dad he was running 

away. 

__F__ Sam was from a small family. 

__F__ Sam wanted to follow in his great-
grandfather’s footsteps and become a 
seaman. 

__T__ Sam was embarrassed by the 
mistakes he made during his first night in the 

forest. 

Comprehension Quiz Answer Key 



Page | 8 Unit Created by Gay Miller 

 

Constructed Response - Setting  

How is the setting important in the book My Side of the Mountain? Use details and information from the story to support your 
answer.  

 
 
 
 
 

Location Where the Story Takes Place                                                                                                                                    

Sam talks about leaving home in New York at the beginning of 
the story.  

He runs away to live on his great-grandfather's land in the 

Catskill Mountains. 

Note: The Catskill Mountains are approximately 122 miles 

from New York City. This is a little over 2 hours of driving 
time. Sam took the train for most of this journey. 

Later in the book, readers will learn that Sam is near the town 
of Delphi. He can walk to town and back in the same day.  

This means Sam is never really lost. He can  

return home if he wishes.  

 

 
 

 

 

Time the Story Takes Place 

The year has not been told.  

Hints: 

The book was published in 1959. 

Matt traveled by train and truck. Trucking started around 1910. This 

narrows the time of the story to a period of approximately 50 years 

between 1910 and 1960. 

___________________ 

Importance of the Setting                                                                                                                                     

The story is about Sam learning to survive on his own in the 

wilderness. This plot could only take place in isolated areas.  

The truck driver said he was a country boy who ran away to the 

city. Sam is a city boy who runs away to live in the country. 

 

 

 

                Mood - Atmosphere of the Setting 

My Side of the Mountain is an adventure story of survival. Sam 

seeks the isolation and solitude of the mountains. The reader wants 

Sam to be successful creating a cheerleader mood. The reader can 

also feel Sam's worry when something doesn't go right such as not 

being able to build a fire the first night out in the wilderness.  

 

 

Setting 

RL.5.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., 

how characters interact). 

RL.6.3 Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as 

the plot moves toward a resolution.  

Sample Constructed Response Question Answer Key 
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Terms of Use 
• All rights reserved by Gay Miller. 

• This purchase includes a limited license for single 

classroom use only. You may utilize it for each 

student you serve.  

Product Don’ts 

• You may not upload this product to the Internet or 

store it in any public retrieval service of any kind 

outside of using it with your own students. 

• No part of the product may be altered for resell or 

distribution.  

• If you have any questions feel free to contact me 

at teachwithgaymiller@gmail.com. 
 

mailto:teachwithgaymiller@gmail.com
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/My-Side-of-the-Mountain-Novel-Study-Digital-Printable-Book-Unit-7333566?st=ba1ce654cd4e9b7c837a4d4390c31a2b
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Check out my new YouTube channel. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-_FZxE6tyrk37q_IQIzTSQ
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