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Name _____________________________________________________________ 

My Side of the Mountain (Chapters 1-2) 
Synonym Practice 

Read the words in the word box. 
Then read each sentence. Find a 
synonym for each bold word from 
the words in the word box. Write 
the synonym on the blanks 
following the bold word. 

 

wildly slacks branches 

waterfalls burned covered 

secured whirlpools distance 

valley kindling collect 

walkway live ditches 
 

1. The house is a hemlock tree six feet in diameter _________________________ and must be as 

old as the mountain itself.  

2. The lamp I am writing by is deer fat poured into a turtle shell with a strip of my old city 

trousers _________________________for a wick. 

3. I wonder if The Baron, that’s the wild weasel who lives behind the big boulder to the north 

of my tree, is also denned _________________________up. 

4. The hemlock grove was laced with snow, the meadow was smooth and white, and the 

gorge _________________________was sparkling with ice. 

5. Frightful, my trained falcon, flew to my fist, and we jumped and slid down the mountain, 

making big holes and trenches _________________________as we went. 

6. White water pours between the black wet boulders and cascades 

_________________________into the valley below.  

7. The man in the store had showed me how to use it. He had also given me a little purse to 

put it in, and some tinder _________________________to catch the sparks.  

8. He had told me that if I ran out of tinder, I should burn cloth, and use the charred 

_________________________ashes. 

9. He got on a boat headed for Singapore, but when the whistle blew for departure, he was 

down the gangplank _________________________and home in bed before anyone knew he 

was gone.  

10. Ferns grew along its bank, and its rocks were upholstered _________________________with 

moss. 

11. According to a book on how to survive _________________________on the land that I read in 

the New York Public Library, this was the way to make your own hooks.  

12. In streams, fish usually congregate _________________________in pools and deep calm water.  

13. The heads of riffles, small rapids, the tail of a pool, eddies _________________________below 

rocks or logs, deep undercut banks, in the shade of overhanging bushes—all are very likely 

places to fish. 

14. I cut off some boughs _________________________for a mattress, then I leaned some dead 

limbs against the boulder and covered them with hemlock limbs.  

Seeing the shadows slide down on me, I frantically _________________________ ran around 

gathering firewood.   
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Answer Key 

My Side of the Mountain (Chapters 1-2) 
Synonym Practice 

Read the words in the word box. 
Then read each sentence. Find a 
synonym for each bold word from 
the words in the word box. Write 
the synonym on the blanks 
following the bold word. 

 

wildly slacks branches 

waterfalls burned covered 

secured whirlpools distance 

valley kindling collect 

walkway live ditches 
 

 

15. The house is a hemlock tree six feet in diameter _______distance ______, and must be as old 

as the mountain itself.  

16. The lamp I am writing by is deer fat poured into a turtle shell with a strip of my old city 

trousers _______slacks ______ for a wick. 

17. I wonder if The Baron, that’s the wild weasel who lives behind the big boulder to the north 

of my tree, is also denned _______secured_____ up. 

18. The hemlock grove was laced with snow, the meadow was smooth and white, and the 

gorge _______valley_____ was sparkling with ice. 

19. Frightful, my trained falcon, flew to my fist, and we jumped and slid down the mountain, 

making big holes and trenches _______ditches_____ as we went. 

20. White water pours between the black wet boulders and cascades _______waterfalls_____ 

into the valley below.  

21. The man in the store had showed me how to use it. He had also given me a little purse to 

put it in, and some tinder _______kindling_____ to catch the sparks.  

22. He had told me that if I ran out of tinder, I should burn cloth, and use the charred 

_______burned_____ ashes. 

23. He got on a boat headed for Singapore, but when the whistle blew for departure, he was 

down the gangplank _______walkway_____ and home in bed before anyone knew he was 

gone.  

24. Ferns grew along its bank, and its rocks were upholstered _______covered_____ with moss. 

25. According to a book on how to survive _______live_____ on the land that I read in the New 

York Public Library, this was the way to make your own hooks.  

26. In streams, fish usually congregate _______collect_____ in pools and deep calm water.  

27. The heads of riffles, small rapids, the tail of a pool, eddies _______whirlpools_____ below 

rocks or logs, deep undercut banks, in the shade of overhanging bushes—all are very likely 

places to fish. 

28. I cut off some boughs _______branches_____ for a mattress, then I leaned some dead limbs 

against the boulder and covered them with hemlock limbs.  

Seeing the shadows slide down on me, I frantically _______wildly_____ ran around gathering 

firewood.   
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Teacher Instructions for Animal Writing Booklet 

Your pages must be duplicated on the front and the back. I ran my pages front and back directly 

from the printer. This is a simple process with only a few pages. Simply place the page that has 

been printed on one side back into the printer for the reverse side to be printed. Once all the 

pages have been printed arrange them in numerical order and staple down the middle to form 

the book. 

 To print the 8 page (2 Pieces of Paper) comprehension book back-to-front follow this guide: 

 Pages 8 & 1 front with Pages 2 & 7 on back 

 Pages 6 & 3 front with Pages 4 & 5 on back 

 

A cover is also provided in black line and color.
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Student Instructions Page for Animal Writing Activities 

Activity #1 – Narrative Writing with Animal Facts 

• Select an animal that lives in the Catskill Mountains such as peregrine falcon, weasel, 

raccoon, skunk, deer, or red fox. 

• Complete this chart to tell information about the animal you select. 

Physical Appearance 

body covering – skin, fur, scales, feathers, etc. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

coloring 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

size 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What does this animal eat? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

What are some characteristics of this animal?  

For example, Does it leap? If so, how high? Does it run? If so, how fast?  

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Animal Booklet 

Page 2 – Write the animal you have selected at the top of the page. Draw [or find a picture] of 

your animal in the box. 

Page 3 - Write a narrative paragraph that includes this animal. Include as much information as 

possible in a “Show, Don’t Tell” paragraph about the animal. Use the brook trout example as a 

guide. 
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Brook Trout 

Description 

body covering - scales 

coloring - speckled fish with yellow spots over an olive-green back with colors transitions to 

orange or red with white and black streaks on lower fins 

size - 9 to 10 inches in length 

What does this animal eat? 

Brook trout eat a variety of insects and small fish. 

What are some characteristics of this animal? 

The brook trout is found in cool, mountain streams. It is active around dawn and dusk. The brook 

trout prefers deep waters during the day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Narrative Paragraph 

Roger woke up with a growling hunger in his stomach. “Fish for breakfast,” he thought. Roger 

headed down to the cold, mountain stream. He knew the perfect fishing spot where many logs 

and branches had fallen into the creek during the last ice storm. This made for deep pools of 

water and great hiding spots for the brown trout.  

Roger approached the stream quietly. He did not want to alert the fish of his presence. The worm-

loaded weighted hook lowered into the water. He wanted the hook to go deep into the pool 

where he knew brook trout liked to hang out.  

“There!” The sunlight gleamed off the white stripes on the fish’s fins. Roger had found his breakfast. 

The fish took the bait. This seven-inch was a little on the small side for breakfast, but others had to 

be close. A few seconds later, three wet mahogany heads popped out of the water searching for 

insects. Roger was lucky. He scooped up the fish with his net and wound up with four fish. One 

was a whopping10 inches long. Now, off to breakfast. 
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Student Instructions Page for Animal Writing Activities 

Activity #2 - Figurative Phrases with Animals 

Page 4 – Write down 6 emotions such as frightened, excited, sad, disgusted, angered, or joyful in 

the boxes. Next, think of a situation in which an animal would have this emotion. Try to stick with 

animals that you would find in the Catskill Mountains, the setting of My Side of the Mountain. 

Finally, write a sentence with each emotion that compares a person with the animal in the 

situation.  

Example:  

Emotion - Nervous 

Bill was a nervous as a fly facing a fly swatter when he stood up to give his book report. 

Do not use figurative phrases that you have heard before. For example, being as nervous as a 

long-tailed cat in a room full of rocking chairs is a figurative phrase that has been used over and 

over. 

 

Page 5 – Animals are often associated with character traits.  

Examples: 

wise as an owl 

sly as a fox 

hungry as a bear 

prickly as a porcupine 

Take 6 of these and turn them into unique figurative phrases. 

Examples: 

The sly fox maneuver of the quarterback set up the winning play. 

My mother thought I was an angry bear when my stomach began growling.
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Student Instructions Page for Animal Writing Activities 

Activity #3 – Writing instructions 

pages – 6-7 

In My Side of the Mountain, Sam provides instructions for making stew, heating his tree home 

during the winter, creating a box trap, and so on.   

Think of something you can provide instructions for related to animals that has 8 steps or less. This 

may be a recipe, how-to-build something such as birdhouse or trap, or a craft activity made to 

look like an animal. Write out the 8 steps and draw an illustration of each. 

Example: 

How to Make Bird Suet 

Step 1 - Melt 1 cup of crunchy peanut butter and 1 ½ cups of lard in the microwave. 

Step 2 – Stir in 2 cups of cornmeal, 2 cups of oatmeal, 1 cup of white flour, 1 cup of raisins, and 1/3 

cup of sugar. 

Step 3 – Press the mixture into a rectangular cake pan until it is about 1 inch thick. 

Step 4 – Allow the mixture to completely cool for about 2 hours in the refrigerator. 

Step 5 – Cut the suet into squares that will fit into your bird feeder. 

Special instructions – Do not use suet except in cold weather when it will not melt and become 

rancid.
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Animals that live in the Catskills 

cougar (mountain lion) 

bobcat 

coyotes 

mink 

beaver 

newt 

wolf 

fisher 

snakes 

otter 

 

 

 

 

 

Frightful  

peregrine falcon 
Animals 

without Names 

deer 

red fox 

skunk 

mussels and shellfish 

owl 

opossums cottontail 

rabbit 

squirrel 

bat 

chipmunk 

bear 

salamander 

frog 

trout 

mink 

shrew 

mice 

turtle 

 

 

The Baron 

weasel 

Jessie Coon James  
raccoon 
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 _____________________________ Step 5  

Step 6  

Step 7  

Step 8  
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Step 1  

Step 2  

Step 3  

Step 4  

 

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

_________________________________________________ 
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Get the full unit on Teachers Pay Teachers.  

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/My-Side-of-the-Mountain-Novel-Study-Digital-Printable-Book-Unit-7333566
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/My-Side-of-the-Mountain-Novel-Study-Digital-Printable-Book-Unit-7333566
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Novel Studies Created by Gay Miller 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Tuck-Everlasting-1602996
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Bud-Not-Buddy-1564394
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Wonder-1487252
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Bridge-to-Terabithia-1413980
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/A-Wrinkle-in-Time-Novel-Study-Digital-Printable-Book-Unit-Madeleine-LEngle-1448245
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Esperanza-Rising-2459588
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/James-and-the-Giant-Peach-2255456
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Lightning-Thief-2282097
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/The-Indian-in-the-Cupboard-Book-Unit-2880864
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Wish-Novel-Study-Digital-Printable-Book-Unit-Barbara-OConnor-3401570
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Maniac-Magee-1543152
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Where-the-Red-Fern-Grows-273462
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Number-the-Stars-269785
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Paintbrushes-Arrows-Book-Unit-2779565
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/The-Westing-Game-Ellen-Raskin-Book-Unit-2870068
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/The-Tiger-Rising-Kate-DiCamillo-Book-Unit-2949393
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Harbor-Me-Novel-Study-Jacqueline-Woodson-Digital-Printable-Book-Unit-4135272
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/The-Sign-of-the-Beaver-Elizabeth-George-Speare-Book-Unit-2420920
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Sweep-The-Story-of-a-Girl-and-her-Monster-Digital-Printable-Tie-In-Unit-4389812
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Mrs-Frisby-and-the-Rats-of-NIMH-2472938
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Phantom-Tollbooth-2509749
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Gregor-the-Overlander-Novel-Study-vocabulary-comprehension-writing-skills-3177314
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Island-of-the-Blue-Dolphins-1608660
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Ella-Enchanted-271146
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Because-of-Mr-Terupt-Rob-Buyea-Book-Unit-3039550
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Pax-Sara-Pennypacker-Book-Unit-3070549
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Fish-in-a-Tree-Novel-Study-Digital-Printable-Book-Unit-Lynda-Mullaly-Hunt-3524699
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Wishtree-Novel-Study-Digital-Printable-Book-Unit-Katherine-Applegate-3427483
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Shiloh-273959
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/People-of-Sparks-271989
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/City-of-Ember-270439
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Castle-in-the-Attic-270691
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Lion-the-Witch-and-the-Wardrobe-1426743
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/The-Bridge-Home-Abridged-Novel-Study-vocabulary-comprehension-writing-5304947
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Visit me on  

http://www.pinterest.com/linda

gaymiller/ 

Visit my website at  

http://bookunitsteacher.com/ 
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