
The printable contains the story as well as 
practice. 
 
Your pages must be duplicated on the front and 
the back. I ran my pages front and back directly 
from the printer. This is a simple process with 
only a few pages. Simply place the page that has 
been printed on one side back into the printer 
for the reverse side to be printed. Once all the 
pages have been printed arrange them in 
numerical order and staple down the middle to 
form the book. 
 
To print the 8 page book back-to-front follow 
this guide: 
 
Pages 8 & 1 front with Pages 2 & 7 on back 
Pages 6 & 3 front with Pages 4 & 5 on back 

If you enjoyed this resource, you might also like the Short Story 
Bundle. Check out the first story for free – Cinderella. 
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Thank you for downloading this 
mini-lesson. Three lessons are 
included in this series: 
 
Arachne the Spinner 
 
Orpheus and Eurydice 
 
Daedalus and Icarus 
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Orpheus and 
Eurydice 
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Acrostic 
Write an acrostic. Each line on the acrostic must begin with the 
letter in the box. Each detail must tell about one of the things 
that took place in the myth or describe Orpheus’ actions or 
character.  

 O 
 R 
 P 
 H 
 E 
 U 
 S 



At last Orpheus decided to go to the Land of the Dead to 
beg his uncle Hades to allow his wife to come back to earth.  
 

Daedalus and Icarus 
 
Orpheus was the son of the god Apollo 
and the muse Calliope. When Orpheus 
was young, his father gave him a lyre 
and taught him how to play. 
Orpheus’s music was so beautiful that 
even wild beasts would come to hear 
him play. One day while Orpheus was 
playing, a pretty maiden named 
Eurydice came up and seated herself 
by Orpheus to listen. Day after day 
she returned until Orpheus finally 
asked her to marry him. 

 
Shortly after her marriage, Eurydice 
was walking with the nymphs. 
Suddenly a snake bit Eurydice on the 
foot causing her to die. At first 
Orpheus sang his grief to anyone who 
would listen. Then he hung up his lyre 
and refused to be happy. All the birds 
began to trill a song of regret and 
sadness. 
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Comprehension 
 
4. Which sentence does not belong?  
(A) Orpheus was a musician in ancient Greek 
mythology. (B) He attempted to retrieve his wife from 
the Land of the Dead. (C) Hades and Persephone 
agreed to allow Eurydice to return with Orpheus to 
earth on one condition; he must walk in front of her 
and not look back. (D) Orpheus was foolish.  (E) Just 
before reaching the upper world, Orpheus turned to 
look at Eurydice causing her to vanish forever. 
 
Sentence ____ does not belong. 

 
 

 
5. Which statement contains an opinion?  

a) Orpheus was the son of the god Apollo and 
the muse Calliope.  

b) Orpheus’s music was so beautiful that even 
wild beasts would come to hear him play. 

c) Day after day she returned until Orpheus 
finally asked her to marry him. 

d) First he had to pass before Cerberus, the 
three-headed dog that guarded the gates.  

 
 

 
6. What qualities does Orpheus possess that helped 
him go to the Land of the Dead? Check all that apply. 
 
 

 
First he had to pass 
before Cerberus, the 
three-headed dog that 
guarded the gates. 
Orpheus sat down and 
played his lyre. The 
fierce beast ceased 
growling and licked his 
hand as he played. 
Orpheus continued on 
his way. 
 

____ love ____ inner strength 

____ inexperience ____ courage 

____ musical talent ____  humor 



When Orpheus came to the river 
Styx, Charon, the Ferryman, 
looked at him coldly. Once again 
Orpheus played his lyre and 
asked to be carried across the 
river. The song was so touching 
that Charon complied. 

As Orpheus neared the entrance to earth, he worried 
Eurydice wasn’t behind him. Giving into temptation, 
he turned to look behind him. When Orpheus looked, 
he saw Eurydice’s face for only a moment before she 
was taken back to Hades’ kingdom. 
 
 
Orpheus tried to go back, but he 
was refused entry. Orpheus spent 
the rest of his days playing love 
songs. 
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Comprehension 
 
1. Summarize the story by answering “who what when and 
outcome” questions.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

2. Name obstacles Orpheus faced in the Land of the Dead. 
_____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

 

3. Which sequence best describes the order of events in 
Orpheus and Eurydice? 
1) Hades agreed to let Eurydice return to earth on one 
condition. 
2) Eurydice died from a snake bite. 
3) Orpheus went to the Land of the Dead to ask Hades if 
Eurydice could come back to earth. 
4) Orpheus asked Eurydice to marry him. 
5) Orpheus turned around losing Eurydice. 
 
a. 3, 1, 5, 2, 4 
b. 3, 2, 1, 5, 4 
c. 4, 2, 3, 1, 5 
d. 4, 2, 1, 5, 3 

Orpheus continued through 
the dark caverns until he 
reached the throne of Hades 
and Persephone. 
 
When Hades heard 
Orpheus’s request, he 
agreed to let Eurydice  go 
back to earth. Hades had 
only one condition. 
Orpheus had to promise not 
to look back until both he 
and his wife were safely 
above ground. 

who 

what 

when 

outcome 



Vocabulary 
1. Write one definition for each word. Use context clues 
to determine which dictionary definition is best. 

lyre - ________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

maiden – ____________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

nymph -______________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

comply - ____________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

condition - ___________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ 

 

2. Circle six words in the box that are synonyms or 
closely related to the word comply. 

 

 

 

3. Fill in the word web with synonyms of nymph. 

 defy meet terms disobey 

 refuse go against observe 

 break rules obey conform 

 submit abide by challenge 

 

Read these definitions of condition. 
 
a) the physical or mental state of a person or animal  
b) the type of weather that occurs at a particular time  
c) something that you must do or accept in order for 

something to happen 
d) a sickness or an unhealthy state of the body 
 
Determine which definition is used in each of the 
sentences below. Write a, b, c, or d in the blanks to 
show your answer. 
 
4. ______ Her back condition makes it difficult for 
her to stand for long periods of time. 
5. ______ Being over eighteen years old, is one 
condition for voting in the United States. 
6. ______ Her teeth are in good condition from 
routinely brushing and flossing. 
7. ______ You shouldn’t drive in these stormy 
conditions. 
8. ______ The man from the accident is reported to 
be in stable condition. 
9. ______ Our area is experiencing dry conditions. 
 

 

 
10. Draw a lyre. 

 
 
 

  

11. Match the synonyms. 

 
 

nymph 
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______ lyre a) young woman 

______ maiden b) obey 

______ nymph c) instrument 

______ comply d) requirement 

______ condition e) fairy 



Vocabulary Answer Key 
lyre - a musical instrument with strings that was used 
especially in ancient Greece  

maiden – a young girl or woman who is not married 

nymph - a spirit in the shape of a young woman who lives 
in mountains, forests, meadows, and water   

comply - to do what you have been asked or ordered to do  

condition - something that you must do or accept in order 
for something to happen  

2. meet terms, observe, obey, conform, submit, abide by 

3. Answers will vary. 
fairy, sprite, elf,  goblin, dryad, leprechaun, brownie, 
gnome, spirit 
 
4. d  
5. c  
6. a  
7. b  
8. a 
9. b 
 
10.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11.  
___c___ lyre 
___a___ maiden 
___e___ nymph 
___b___ comply 
___d___ condition 
 
 

Comprehension Answer Key 
 
 
1.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Cerberus – the three headed dog 
    Charon – the ferryman 
    Confronting Hades 
 
3. c. 4, 2, 3, 1, 5 
 
4. Sentence __D___ does not belong. 
 
5. Orpheus’s music was so beautiful that even wild beasts would 
come to hear him play 
 
6.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Acrostic 
 
Answers will vary. 
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who  Orpheus 

what 
went to the Land of the Dead to ask Hades to 
allow Eurydice to return to earth 

when after Eurydice was bitten by a snake and died 

outcome 

Hades agreed to allow Eurydice to return to the 
Land of the Living if Eurydice would follow behind 
Orpheus as she returned  and he would not look 
back to see if she were behind him. At the last 
minute, Orpheus looked back losing Eurydice. 

__√__ love __√__ inner strength 

____ inexperience __√__ courage 

__√__ musical talent ____  humor 



Visit me on  

http://www.pinterest.com/ 

lindagaymiller/ 

Visit my website at  

http://bookunitsteacher.com/ 
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