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Washington 

Preview 
Get a sample 

of this unit to 

try out in your 

classroom. 

https://bookunitsteacher.com/reading_numberstars/numberstarssample.pdf


WORD LIST 
Students practice with two 
focus words for each reading 

selection. A wordlist with 
definitions, synonyms, and 
sample sentences from the 
story is included. 

VOCABULARY 
BOOKMARKS 

TEST WITH ANSWER KEY WORD CARDS PRACTICE BOOK 

VOCABULARY RESOURCES 



Digital vocabulary 

practice is provided 

though Boom Learning 

Decks. 

DIGITAL VOCABULARY 



12 COMPREHENSION CHECKS 

 
I am using this very 
comprehensive product to 
create a unit study around 
this book. As always, it is very 

thorough and full of activities 
to make the process a lot 
quicker and easier for me. I 
can't wait to use it with my 
students. 

-CREAD Academy  



DIGITAL COMPREHENSION CHECKS 

Digital comprehension 

questions are provided 

though Boom Learning Decks.  
. 



16 CONSTRUCTED WRITING PROMPTS 

with and 
without 

CCSS 

 
. Full Page 

Answer Keys 

 
. 



DIGITAL  WRITING  
PROMPTS 

Digital writing prompts 

are provided through 

Google Slides. 

 
. 



SKILL LESSONS 
 

 

 
. 

This unit has 7 skill lessons with teaching videos. This 
unit focuses on comprehension skills, vocabulary 
skills, and idioms. 

Skills include: 

• Main Idea and Supporting Details (Sorting 
Sentences Activity) 

• Inference (The Bremen Town Musicians Story 

with Practice Questions) 

• Suffixes (Dice Game) 

• Dictionary (Task Cards) 

• Idioms (2 Bump Games) 

• Context Clues (Sorry Game with 52 Question 
Cards) 

• Summarizing (Fables are provided for practice 
using the strategies. I do not recommend 
assigning all the fables at once.) 



SAMPLE SKILL LESSON  
 

 
Students learn the rules with the 

video lesson and organizer. 

SAMPLE SKILL LESSON 

Practice 

9 Video Lessons with  
Organizers and Practice 

Printable and Digital 
Organizer Goes Over Rules 

© Gay Miller 



GOOGLE DRIVE FILES 
 
 

 This novel study includes 
links to the digital 
components for this unit. 
Boom Learning is used for 
the multiple-choice, short 
answer, and fill-in-the-

blank questions. 
 
Activities that require more 
open-ended responses 
may be found in Google 

Slides. This includes all the 
writing prompts with 
organizers for students to 
plan responses. 



What are Boom Cards? 
 
 

 
Boom Cards are digital task cards that students play on the Boom 

Learning Website.  

 

They…  

 are fully digital – require no printing, paper, ink, etc. 

 may be used on all modern browsers 

 are played on devices connected to the Internet 

 can be used for student practice at no cost to you 

 

When you purchase this novel study from TPT, you will receive 

special links to these Boom Cards. When you click on one of these 

links, you will be asked to sign into your account or create a free 

account at the Boom Learning Website. The special links in the paid 

resource let the Boom Learning site know you have purchased the 

deck. When you click the link, Boom Learning sends the Boom Deck 

to your Boom Library, so your students can access them. Students 

can play for free or data will be tracked for you with the Boom 

Learning Paid Subscription. 

Click here for a playable 

preview on Boom Learning. 

https://wow.boomlearning.com/store/bundle/XY6LZi4stLnJM5WRp?ref=self
https://wow.boomlearning.com/store/bundle/XY6LZi4stLnJM5WRp?ref=self


Boom Learning Card Examples 
 
 

 

 
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On the next pages, you will find the following pages  

from the unit including: 
 

• Table of Contents  for the Digital + Printable Version 

• Lesson Plans at a Glance  for the Full Unit 

 

FREE SAMPLE PAGES 

 

The First Reading Selection plus Answer Keys  

(These pages are found in all versions of this unit.)  

• Vocabulary Practice 

• Comprehension Questions 

• Constructed Response Writing Prompt 

(with and without the Common Core 

Standards) 

 

 
 

Are you wondering what other novel 

studies I have available? You can see 

the complete list here. 
  

https://bookunitsteacher.com/wp/?page_id=4673
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Chapters 34-Epilogue [justify and overturned] 
 
1. Sort the words in the box on the T-chart. 

make even straighten up excuse rationalize 

arrange in a line warrant adjust explain 

- 

justify meaning  
align 

justify meaning  
defend 

________________ ________________ 

________________ ________________ 

________________ ________________ 

________________ ________________ 

 

2. Fill in the word web with synonyms for overturn.  

start abolish cancel accept 

nullify establish annul form 
 

 

 
 

 

Chapters 1-3 [penitentiary and acoustics] 

 
Is acoustics used correctly in the following sentences? 

True or False 

1. _____ The acoustics in the concert hall are far superior 

to those in the school’s auditorium. 

2. _____ The songwriter creates his sound using soft 

acoustics, loud trills, and blaring outbursts. 

3. _____ This is one of my favorite pieces of acoustics. 

4. _____ They played acoustics music for the wedding. 

5. _____ Our choir loves singing in the church because of 

the great acoustics. 

 

6. Sort the following words that mean penitentiary onto 
the T-chart. 

correctional institution up the river detention facility 

house of correction slammer big house 

- 

Slang Standard/Formal 

________________ ________________ 

________________ ________________ 

________________ ________________ 

 

7. Circle six words in the box that are synonyms of 

penitentiary. 

lockup outside correctional facility 

liberated emancipated unregimented 

reformatory prison freed 

limitless jail penal institution 
 

Page 12 Page 1 

overturn 
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Chapters 34-Epilogue [justify and overturned] 
 
1. Sort the words in the box on the T-chart. 

make even straighten up excuse rationalize 

arrange in a line warrant adjust explain 

- 

justify meaning  
align 

justify meaning  
defend 

adjust explain 

straighten up rationalize 

arrange in a line excuse 

make even warrant 

 

2. Fill in the word web with synonyms for overturn.  

start abolish cancel accept 

nullify establish annul form 
 

 

 
 

 

Chapters 1-3 [penitentiary and acoustics] 

 
Is acoustics used correctly in the following sentences? 

True or False 

1. __T__ The acoustics in the concert hall are far superior 

to those in the school’s auditorium. 

2. __T__ The songwriter creates his sound using soft 

acoustics, loud trills, and blaring outbursts. 

3. __F__ This is one of my favorite pieces of acoustics. 

4. __F__ They played acoustics music for the wedding. 

5. __T__ Our choir loves singing in the church because of 

the great acoustics. 

 

6. Sort the following words that mean penitentiary onto 
the T-chart. 

correctional institution up the river detention facility 

house of correction slammer big house 

- 

Slang Standard/Formal 

big house correctional institution 

slammer detention facility 

up the river house of correction 

 

7. Circle six words in the box that are synonyms of 

penitentiary. 

lockup outside correctional facility 

liberated emancipated unregimented 

reformatory prison freed 

limitless jail penal institution 
 

Page 12 Page 1 

overturn 

abolish annul 

cancel nullify 
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From the Desk of Zoe Washington ~ Chapters 1-3 

1. Look at the graphic organizer. 

Which information belongs in the empty space? 

a. Stevie Wonder 
b. Ruby Willow’s cookbook 

c. movie marathoning 
d. Medford Middle School Basketball 

2. Which word best describes Zoe’s reactions to 
getting a letter from her father? 

a. disgusted 

b. surprised 

c. frightened 

d. upset  

3. Why does the author place different pictures 
at the beginnings of the chapters? 

a. To help the reader find his/her place in 

the novel. 
b. The pictures help the reader better 

understand what they are reading. 
c. The pictures decorate the book to give 

it more appeal to readers. 
d. The pictures foreshadow a main event 

that is going to take place in the 

chapter.  

4. Read this passage from Chapter 2. 

I stared at my striped rug as a million thoughts 

swirled around my head like cake batter in a 
mixer. 

Check the types of figurative language included. 

____ onomatopoeia ____ metaphor 

____ personification  ____ hyperbole 

____  idiom ____ simile  
 

5.  Sequence the following events in order. 

____ Zoe learns that her father has written her 
more than one letter. 

____ Zoe opens the package that Trevor gives 
her and finds a special cookbook. 
____ Zoe has a birthday party at Ari’s Cakes. 

____ Mom gives Trevor and Patricia cupcakes. 
____ Zoe checks the mail and finds a letter from 

her father. 

6. Based on the information in Chapters 1-3 
which inference can be made? 

a. Zoe is going to visit Jasmine in Maryland. 

b. Zoe’s favorite food is chocolate covered 
raisins. 

c. Zoe will forgive Trevor. 
d. Mom had thrown away the earlier letters 

that Marcus has sent. 

7. Which line from the story shows that it is 

written in first person? 

 

a. “Happy birthday, Zoe!” 

b. Well, I wasn’t about to tell him. 

c. Just eat the whole thing. 

d. She was a nurse at Massachusetts General 

Hospital and was already wearing her pale-

blue scrubs. 

8. Zoe was angry at Trevor; because he hurt 
her feelings. 

What is the best way to revise the sentence 
above? 

a. Zoe was angry at Trevor, because he hurt 
her feelings. 

b. Zoe was angry at Trevor: because he hurt 

her feelings. 
c. Because he hurt her feelings, Zoe was 

angry at Trevor. 
d. Because he hurt her feelings Zoe was 

angry at Trevor. 

 

Zoe's 12th Birthday 

party 
Hawaiian-ish 

pizza 
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Constructed Response – Setting  
Complete the chart to explain the importance of the setting of From the Desk of Zoe Washington. 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

Location of the Story 

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

_____________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Importance of the Setting 

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

_______________________________________________     

 

 

 

 

Time of the Story 

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

_______________________________________________                                                                                                                                   

 

 

 

                Mood - Atmosphere of the Setting 

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

_______________________________________________ 

 

 

Setting 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how 

characters interact). 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6.3 Describe how a particular story's or drama's plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as the 

plot moves toward a resolution. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/5/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/6/3/
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Comprehension and 
Constructed Response 

Answer Keys 
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From the Desk of Zoe Washington ~ Chapters 1-3 

1. Look at the graphic organizer. 

Which information belongs in the empty space? 

a. Stevie Wonder 
b. Ruby Willow’s cookbook 

c. movie marathoning 
d. Medford Middle School Basketball 

2. Which word best describes Zoe’s reactions to 
getting a letter from her father? 

a. disgusted 

b. surprised 

c. frightened 

d. upset  

3. Why does the author place different pictures 
at the beginnings of the chapters? 

a. To help the reader find his/her place 

in the novel. 
b. The pictures help the reader better 

understand what they are reading. 
c. The pictures decorate the book to give 

it more appeal to readers. 
d. The pictures foreshadow a main event 

that is going to take place in the 

chapter.  

4. Read this passage from Chapter 2. 

I stared at my striped rug as a million thoughts 

swirled around my head like cake batter in a 
mixer. 

Check the types of figurative language included. 

____onomatopoeia ____ metaphor 

____ personification  __4__ hyperbole 

____  idiom __4__ simile  
 

5.  Sequence the following events in order. 

__3___ Zoe learns that her father has written 
her more than one letter. 

__5___ Zoe opens the package that Trevor 
gives her and finds a special cookbook. 
__1___ Zoe has a birthday party at Ari’s Cakes. 

__4___ Mom gives Trevor and Patricia 
cupcakes. 

__2___ Zoe checks the mail and finds a letter 
from her father. 

6. Based on the information in Chapters 1-3 
which inference can be made? 

a. Zoe is going to visit Jasmine in Maryland. 

b. Zoe’s favorite food is chocolate covered 
raisins. 

c. Zoe will forgive Trevor. 
d. Mom had thrown away the earlier letters 

that Marcus has sent. 

7. Which line from the story shows that it is 

written in first person? 

 

a. “Happy birthday, Zoe!” 

b. Well, I wasn’t about to tell him. 

c. Just eat the whole thing. 

d. She was a nurse at Massachusetts 

General Hospital and was already wearing 

her pale-blue scrubs. 

8. Zoe was angry at Trevor; because he hurt her 
feelings. 

What is the best way to revise the sentence 

above? 

a. Zoe was angry at Trevor, because he hurt 

her feelings. 
b. Zoe was angry at Trevor: because he hurt 

her feelings. 

c. Because he hurt her feelings, Zoe was 
angry at Trevor. 

d. Because he hurt her feelings Zoe was angry 
at Trevor. 

 

Zoe's 12th Birthday 

party 
Hawaiian-ish 

pizza 
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Constructed Response – Setting Answer Key 
Complete the chart to explain the importance of the setting of From the Desk of Zoe Washington. 

 
  

 

 
 
 

 
Location of the Story                                                                                                                                    

Zoe's party is held in Beacon Hill which she describes as her 
favorite neighborhood in Boston. 

Zoe's family lives in a duplex (two-family home). 

A reader can infer that Zoe attends Medford Middle School 
because of the t-shirt that Trevor wears. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Importance of the Setting     

The setting is ideal for a realistic fiction novel. Actual places 
are mentioned adding to the realism of the story.  

Beacon Hill is a real neighborhood in Boston. You will find the 
cobblestone streets that Zoe describes there. 

___ 

Readers can infer Zoe comes from a middle-class family 
based on the description of her home. She lives in a duplex. 
Patricia, the mother that lives next door, is a nurse.  

 

 

 

Time of the Story                                                                                                                                   

The novel is set in present day. It mentions the kid baking 
competiton on the Food Network that first aired in 2015. The 
novel was published on January 14, 2021. This narrows the 

actual date down to a 6 year span. 

 
 

 

                Mood - Atmosphere of the Setting 

Complications are already beginning to arise. Zoe is mad at 
Trevor who lives in the other half of her duplex. His proximity 
will likely add to the complications presented in the story. 

Zoe receives a letter from her father who is in prison at the 
Massachusetts State Penitentiary. (Although the book does 

not say this, this prison is in Concord which is only a 30 
minute drive from Boston. This makes the trip short enough 

for Zoe to travel there if Zoe decides to do this.) 

 

 

Setting 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how characters 
interact). 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6.3 Describe how a particular story's or drama's plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as the plot 
moves toward a resolution. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/5/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/6/3/
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Student Packet without 
Common Core State Standards 

 
 

Important Update 

Originally 46 states adopted the Common Core State Standards. Many 

teachers have commented that they love having the standards on 

pages with constructed response writing prompts for accountability 

reasons. Now educational trends are changing. Many states have 

repealed Common Core and adopted their own state standards. To 

meet the needs of teachers both using and not using Common Core 

Standards, I have opted to provide the writing questions both with and 

without standards.  

 

To make creating a printable student packet easier, the 

comprehension and constructed response questions are 

both included in this section. 
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From the Desk of Zoe Washington ~ Chapters 1-3 

1. Look at the graphic organizer. 

Which information belongs in the empty space? 

a. Stevie Wonder 
b. Ruby Willow’s cookbook 

c. movie marathoning 
d. Medford Middle School Basketball 

2. Which word best describes Zoe’s reactions to 
getting a letter from her father? 

a. disgusted 

b. surprised 

c. frightened 

d. upset  

3. Why does the author place different pictures 
at the beginnings of the chapters? 

a. To help the reader find his/her place 

in the novel. 
b. The pictures help the reader better 

understand what they are reading. 
c. The pictures decorate the book to give 

it more appeal to readers. 
d. The pictures foreshadow a main event 

that is going to take place in the 

chapter.  

4. Read this passage from Chapter 2. 

I stared at my striped rug as a million thoughts 

swirled around my head like cake batter in a 
mixer. 

Check the types of figurative language included. 

____ onomatopoeia ____ metaphor 

____ personification  ____ hyperbole 

____  idiom ____ simile  
 

5.  Sequence the following events in order. 

____ Zoe learns that her father has written her 
more than one letter. 

____ Zoe opens the package that Trevor gives 
her and finds a special cookbook. 
____ Zoe has a birthday party at Ari’s Cakes. 

____ Mom gives Trevor and Patricia cupcakes. 
____ Zoe checks the mail and finds a letter from 

her father. 

6. Based on the information in Chapters 1-3 
which inference can be made? 

a. Zoe is going to visit Jasmine in Maryland. 

b. Zoe’s favorite food is chocolate covered 
raisins. 

c. Zoe will forgive Trevor. 
d. Mom had thrown away the earlier letters 

that Marcus has sent. 

7. Which line from the story shows that it is 

written in first person? 

 

a. “Happy birthday, Zoe!” 

b. Well, I wasn’t about to tell him. 

c. Just eat the whole thing. 

d. She was a nurse at Massachusetts 

General Hospital and was already wearing 

her pale-blue scrubs. 

8. Zoe was angry at Trevor; because he hurt her 
feelings. 

What is the best way to revise the sentence 
above? 

a. Zoe was angry at Trevor, because he hurt 
her feelings. 

b. Zoe was angry at Trevor: because he hurt 

her feelings. 
c. Because he hurt her feelings, Zoe was 

angry at Trevor. 
d. Because he hurt her feelings Zoe was angry 

at Trevor. 

 

Zoe's 12th Birthday 

party 
Hawaiian-ish 

pizza 
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Constructed Response – Setting  
Complete the chart to explain the importance of the setting of From the Desk of Zoe Washington. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Location of the Story 

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Importance of the Setting 

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 

 

 
 

Time of the Story 

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

_______________________________________________                                                                                                                                   

 

 

 

                Mood - Atmosphere of the Setting 

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

_______________________________________________ 

 

 

Setting 
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Terms of Use 
• All rights reserved by Gay Miller. 

• This purchase includes a limited license for single 

classroom use only. You may utilize it for each 

student you serve.  

Product Don’ts 

• You may not upload this product to the Internet or 

store it in any public retrieval service of any kind 

outside of using it with your own students. 

• No part of the product may be altered for resell or 

distribution.  

• If you have any questions feel free to contact me 

at teachwithgaymiller@gmail.com. 
 

mailto:teachwithgaymiller@gmail.com
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/From-the-Desk-of-Zoe-Washington-Novel-Study-Digital-Printable-Book-Unit-7504398?st=bc33a72e83df1287ed7fe806395ce2ff


Page | 17 Unit Created by Gay Miller 

 

Credits Credits 

http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Graphics-From-The-Pond
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Doodle-Dad-Designs
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Teachers-Resource-Force
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Clip-Guy-Graphics
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Whimsy-Clips
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Caboose-Designs
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Sarah-Pecorino-Illustration
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Kimberly-Geswein-Fonts
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Kate-Hadfield-Designs
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Educlips
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Illumismart
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Chirp-Graphics
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/English-Unite-Clip-Art
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Creating4-The-Classroom
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Clipartino
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Artifex
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Katrina-Keegan-School-Clip-Art
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Krista-Wallden-Creative-Clips
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Dsart
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Ron-Leishman-Digital-Toonage
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Pigknit-Clipart
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Melonheadz
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Crunchymom
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Zip-a-dee-doo-dah-Designs
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Rossys-Jungle
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Clever-Cat-Creations
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Scrappin-Doodles
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Ashley-Hughes-Design
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Palace-Pics
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Charlottes-Clips-4150
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Teaching-In-The-Tongass
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Pinterest 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YouTube 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Book Units Teacher Website 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Gay-Miller
https://bookunitsteacher.com/wp/
https://www.pinterest.com/lindagaymiller/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-_FZxE6tyrk37q_IQIzTSQ
https://bookunitsteacher.com/
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Check out my new YouTube channel. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-_FZxE6tyrk37q_IQIzTSQ
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