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Insignificant Events in the Life of a Cactus includes 
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• 4 Lessons on How to Write a Blog Post (These 

lessons cover the Common Core Standards for 
writing an essay.) 
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• Reflexive and Intensive Pronouns 

• Idioms 
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answer, and fill-in-the-
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organizers for students to 
plan responses. 
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special links to these Boom Cards. When you click on one of these 
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account at the Boom Learning Website. The special links in the paid 
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deck. When you click the link, Boom Learning sends the Boom Deck 
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can play for free or data will be tracked for you with the Boom 

Learning Paid Subscription. 

Click here for a playable 

preview on Boom Learning. 
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Lesson Plans at a Glance
Read & Complete 

Comprehension 

Questions 

Vocabulary 

Chapter Number and 

Word 

Vocabulary 

Practice 

Book 

Constructed Response 

Question 

Activities  

 

Writing and Language 

Arts Skills 

Chapters 1-3 2- privy 

3 - liquefy 

Page 1 Character Traits 

of Aven  

 

(These can be 

done in any 

order on any 

day of the unit.) 

 

Western 

Themed 

Amusement 

Parks 

Ice Cream in a 

Bag 

Saguaro Cactus 

Crafts 

Saguaro Pretzel 

Rod Cactus 

Recipe 

Writing a Blog 

Lesson 1 – Types 

of Posts  

Chapters 4-6 4 – dexterous 

6 - exasperation 

Page 2 Setting Lesson 2 –SEO 

and Outline 

Chapters 7-9 8 – ostracize 

9 - cumbersome 

Page 3 Interactions 

between 

Characters)  

Lesson 3 – Hook 

/ Introduction 

Chapters  

10-12 

11 – dabble 

11- shenanigans 

Page 4 Reactions Aven 

Gets from Others  

Comparing 

Fathers  

Lesson 4 – Body  

Chapters  

13-15 

14-disclaimer 

14- reiterate 

Page 5 Point of View Lesson 5 – Extras 

Images and  

Call to Action 

Chapters  

16-18 

17- intervene 

17-cacophony 

Page 6 

 

Summarizing  

Characters  

Lesson 6 – 

Editing 

Chapters  

19-21 

20-redundant 

21-bedraggled 

Page 7 

Review 

8-9 

Mood and Details  

 

Prefix sub- 

Chapters  

22-24 

22-noncommittal 

24-comeback 

Page 10 

 

Figurative 

Language  

Chapters  

25-27 

26-revenue 

27-doppelganger 

Page 11 Course of Action Suffix -ion 

Chapters  

28-30 

28-surreptitious 

29-evasive 

Page 12 Comparing Blog 

Posts  

Chapters  

31-33 

31-incorporate 

32-bedecked 

Page 13 Mood/Details Reflexive and 

Intensive 

Pronouns 

Chapters  

34-36 

34-stout 

35-mediocre 

Page 14 Problem and 

Solution Chain  

 

Chapters  

37-39 

37-exuberant 

39-flair 

Page 15 

Review 

16 

Theme  

Plot Development 

Idioms 

 Vocabulary Test     



Review 

Complete the analogies with a vocabulary word. 

decorate : bedecked :: mischiefs :  

style : flair :: average :  

definite : noncommittal :: clumsy :  

manageable : cumbersome :: harmony :  

integrate : incorporate :: repeat :  

boisterous : exuberant :: coldshoulder :  

sneaky : surreptitious :: twin :  

income : revenue :: evasive :  

slender : stout :: unadorned :  

unnecessary : redundant :: in the know :  

discord : cacophony :: criterion :  

direct : evasive :: exclude :  

agile : dexterous :: putter :  

burdensome : cumbersome :: thickset :  

intercede : intervene :: annoyance :  

restate : reiterate :: vague :  

return : comeback :: dissolve :  

excellent : mediocre :: lethargic :  

include : ostracize :: open :  

 

 

Chapters 1-3 [privy and liquefy] 

1. Write the words on the correct locations the T-Chart. 

lavatory toilet aware of 

sharing in informed latrine 

--- 
privy meaning  

in the know 
privy meaning  

outhouse 

__________________ __________________ 

__________________ __________________ 

__________________ __________________ 

 

2. Which of the following is does NOT describe liquefy?  

a) coal turning into gasoline 
b) blending fruit and ice to create a smoothie 
c) soil becoming waterlogged during an earthquake 

d) wood turning into ash during a fire 

 

3. Circle six words in the box that are synonyms of 

liquefy. 

turn to liquid harden soften 

solidify congeal thaw 

precipitate dissolve freeze 

get hard set melt 
 

Page 16 Page 1 
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Review 

Complete the analogies with a vocabulary word. 

decorate : bedecked :: mischiefs : shenanigans 

style : flair :: average : mediocre 

definite : noncommittal :: clumsy : dexterous 

manageable : cumbersome :: harmony : cacophony 

integrate : incorporate :: repeat : reiterate 

boisterous : exuberant :: coldshoulder : ostracize 

sneaky : surreptitious :: twin : doppelganger 

income : revenue :: evasive : noncommittal 

slender : stout :: unadorned : bedeck 

unnecessary : redundant :: in the know : privy 

discord : cacophony :: criterion : disclaimer 

direct : evasive :: exclude : incorporate 

agile : dexterous :: putter : dabble 

burdensome : cumbersome :: thickset : stout 

intercede : intervene :: annoyance : exasperation 

restate : reiterate :: vague : evasive 

return : comeback :: dissolve : liquefy 

excellent : mediocre :: lethargic : exuberant 

include : ostracize :: open : surreptitious 

 

 

Chapters 1-3 [privy and liquefy] 

1. Write the words on the correct locations the T-Chart. 

lavatory toilet aware of 

sharing in informed latrine 

--- 

privy meaning  
in the know 

privy meaning  
outhouse 

sharing in latrine 

aware of toilet 

informed lavatory 

 

2. Which of the following is does NOT describe liquefy?  

a) coal turning into gasoline 
b) blending fruit and ice to create a smoothie 

c) soil becoming waterlogged during an earthquake 
d) wood turning into ash during a fire 

 

3. Circle six words in the box that are synonyms of 

liquefy. 

turn to liquid harden soften 

solidify congeal thaw 

precipitate dissolve freeze 

get hard set melt 
 

Page 16 Page 1 
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 Insignificant Events in the Life of a Cactus ~ Chapters 1-3 

1. What is the main idea of Chapter 2? 

a. The family drives across the country. 

b. Dad loses his job when the restaurant 
goes out of business. 

c. Aven thinks aliens have taken over Dad’s 
brain. 

d. Aven learns her father has a job offer at a 

theme park in Arizona.              

2. A good title for Chapter 3 would be ---. 

a. Skittering Lizard 

b. No-Show Joe 

c. Exploring Stagecoach Pass 

d. The Sizzling Sun  

3. The story is told from which point of view? 

a. 1st person from Aven’s perspective 

b. 3rd  person limited to Aven’s perspective 

c. 3rd  person alternating perspectives between 
chapters 

d. 2nd person as if the reader was in the story 

 

4. Read this passage from Chapter 2. 

Oh, man—I just realized they deliberately 
buttered me up with buttered noodles. 

Which type of figurative language is used? 

a. onomatopoeia  
b. idiom 

c. metaphor 
d. hyperbole 

 

What does this expression mean? 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________
_______________________________________ 

5.  Sequence the following events in order. 

_______ Aven makes up a story about her arms 
burning off in a wildfire in the mountains of 

Tanzania. 
_______ Aven notices the photo of the 
Cavanaughs has been removed from the 

museum. 
_______ Dad accepts a new job running a 

western-theme park in Arizona. 
_______ Aven becomes upset when a child says, 
“Her arms fell off!” 

_______ Aven and her friends make a game of 
telling wild stories about how Aven loses her 

arms. 

6. Check each thing Aven and her parents say 
she can do without arms. 

_______ pick nose 

_______ carry luggage 

_______ button pants 

_______ color 

_______ eat spaghetti and cereal 

_______ fill water balloons 

 

7. Read this line at the end of Chapter 1. 

Then again, I never imagined I would save the 
Old West, perform for an audience in the desert, 
and solve a mystery. 

Which literary device is used? 
a. flashback 

b. cliffhanger 
c. foreshadowing 
d. personification 

8. How far must Aven travel to reach her new 

home? 

a. Dad drives an hour or two. 

b. The family travels over a thousand miles. 

c. The trip is just across the state. 

d. The trip takes a week. 
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Constructed Response – Character Traits of Aven 

 

Aven 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trait ______________________________  

Proof from Text 

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________ 

Trait ______________________________  

Proof from Text 

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________ 

Trait  _____________________________ 

Proof from Text 

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

______________________________________________ 

Physical Appearance 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

_________________________

________________________ 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how characters 
interact). 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6.3 Describe how a particular story's or drama's plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as the plot 
moves toward a resolution. 

In the first box, list physical characteristics of Aven. In the three remaining boxes, list three personality traits. Give proof 
from text for each trait. 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/5/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/6/3/
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Insignificant Events in the Life of a Cactus ~ Chapters 1-3 

1. What is the main idea of Chapter 2? 

a. The family drives across the country. 

b. Dad loses his job when the restaurant goes 
out of business. 

c. Aven thinks aliens have taken over Dad’s 
brain. 

d. Aven learns her father has a job offer at a 

theme park in Arizona.              

2. A good title for Chapter 3 would be ---. 

a. Skittering Lizard 

b. No-Show Joe 

c. Exploring Stagecoach Pass 

d. The Sizzling Sun  

3. The story is told from which point of view? 

a. 1st person from Aven’s perspective 

b. 3rd  person limited to Aven’s perspective 

c. 3rd  person alternating perspectives 
between chapters 

d. 2nd person as if the reader was in the story 

 

4. Read this passage from Chapter 2. 

Oh, man—I just realized they deliberately 
buttered me up with buttered noodles. 

Which type of figurative language is used? 

a. onomatopoeia  
b. idiom 

c. metaphor 
d. hyperbole 

 

What does this expression mean? 

to charm with flattery or be very kind to please 

someone so the person will do what you want 
him or her to do 

5.  Sequence the following events in order. 

__2___ Aven makes up a story about her arms 
burning off in a wildfire in the mountains of 

Tanzania. 
__5___ Aven notices the photo of the 
Cavanaughs has been removed from the 

museum. 
__4___ Dad accepts a new job running a 

western-theme park in Arizona. 
__1___ Aven becomes upset when a child says, 
“Her arms fell off!” 

__3___ Aven and her friends make a game of 
telling wild stories about how Aven loses her 

arms. 

6. Check each thing Aven and her parents say 
she can do without arms. 

__3__ pick nose 

____ carry luggage 

__3__button pants 

__3__ color 

__3__ eat spaghetti and cereal 

____ fill water balloons 

 

7. Read this line at the end of Chapter 1. 

Then again, I never imagined I would save the 
Old West, perform for an audience in the desert, 
and solve a mystery. 

Which literary device is used? 
a. flashback 

b. cliffhanger 
c. foreshadowing 
d. personification 

8. How far must Aven travel to reach her new 

home? 

a. Dad drives an hour or two. 

b. The family travels over a thousand miles. 

c. The trip is just across the state. 

d. The trip takes a week. 
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Constructed Response – Character Traits of Aven 

 

Aven 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trait - atheletic - likes to play soccer  

Proof from Text 

Page 10 - Dad tells Aven she can play soccer and swim all 
year old. 

Page 10 - Dad tells Aven she is a pro at soccer. 

Page 16 - Dad sets up a soccer goal to help Aven practice. 

Trait -  jokester 

Proof from Text 

Page 6 - Aven makes up an exaggerated story about how 

she loses her arms saving a puppy that had been tied to 

the train tracks. She thinks that the looks on the new kid's 

face is priceless and all her friends are laughing. 

Trait -   determined 

Proof from Text 

Page 3 - Aven says she can do most everything everyone 

else with arms can do. 

Physical Appearance  

 

13-year-old female 

born without arms 

 

Later in the Novel 

Page 26 - red hair 

Page 53 - fair skin 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how characters 
interact). 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6.3 Describe how a particular story's or drama's plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as the plot 
moves toward a resolution. 

In the first box, list physical characteristics of Aven. In the three remaining boxes, list three personality traits. Give proof 

from text for each trait. 
 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/5/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/6/3/
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Addendum 
Constructed Response Questions without 

Common Core State Standards 

 
 

Important Update 

Originally 46 states adopted the Common Core State Standards. Many teachers 

have commented that they love having the standards on pages with constructed 

response writing prompts for accountability reasons. Now educational trends are 

changing. Many states have repealed Common Core and adopted their own 

state standards. To meet the needs of teachers both using and not using Common 

Core Standards, I have opted to provide the writing questions both with and 

without standards.  

 

To make creating a printable student packet easier, the comprehension and 

constructed response questions are both included in this section. 
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Insignificant Events in the Life of a Cactus ~ Chapters 1-3 

1. What is the main idea of Chapter 2?  

a. The family drives across the country. 

b. Dad loses his job when the restaurant 
goes out of business. 

c. Aven thinks aliens have taken over Dad’s 
brain. 

d. Aven learns her father has a job offer at a 

theme park in Arizona.              

2. A good title for Chapter 3 would be ---. 

a. Skittering Lizard 

b. No-Show Joe 

c. Exploring Stagecoach Pass 

d. The Sizzling Sun  

3. The story is told from which point of view? 

a. 1st person from Aven’s perspective 

b. 3rd  person limited to Aven’s perspective 

c. 3rd  person alternating perspectives 
between chapters 

d. 2nd person as if the reader was in the story 

 

4. Read this passage from Chapter 2. 

Oh, man—I just realized they deliberately 
buttered me up with buttered noodles. 

Which type of figurative language is used? 

a. onomatopoeia  
b. idiom 

c. metaphor 
d. hyperbole 

 

What does this expression mean? 

_______________________________________

_______________________________________
_______________________________________ 

5.  Sequence the following events in order. 

_______ Aven makes up a story about her arms 
burning off in a wildfire in the mountains of 

Tanzania. 
_______ Aven notices the photo of the 
Cavanaughs has been removed from the 

museum. 
_______ Dad accepts a new job running a 

western-theme park in Arizona. 
_______ Aven becomes upset when a child says, 
“Her arms fell off!” 

_______ Aven and her friends make a game of 
telling wild stories about how Aven loses her 

arms. 

6. Check each thing Aven and her parents say 
she can do without arms. 

_______ pick nose 

_______ carry luggage 

_______ button pants 

_______ color 

_______ eat spaghetti and cereal 

_______ fill water balloons 

 

7. Read this line at the end of Chapter 1. 

Then again, I never imagined I would save the 
Old West, perform for an audience in the desert, 
and solve a mystery. 

Which literary device is used? 
a. flashback 

b. cliffhanger 
c. foreshadowing 
d. personification 

8. How far must Aven travel to reach her new 

home? 

a. Dad drives an hour or two. 

b. The family travels over a thousand miles. 

c. The trip is just across the state. 

d. The trip takes a week. 
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Constructed Response – Character Traits of Aven 

 

Aven 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trait ______________________________  

Proof from Text 

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________ 

Trait ______________________________  

Proof from Text 

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________ 

Trait  _____________________________ 

Proof from Text 

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________ 

Physical Appearance 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________ 

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________ 

In the first box, list physical characteristics of Aven. In the three remaining boxes, list three personality traits. Give proof 
from text for each trait. 
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