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VOCABULARY RESOURCES [N oo

WORD LIST

Students practice with two
focus words for each reading
selection. A wordlist with
definitions, synonyms, and
sample sentences from the
story is included.

Chapters 1-3 {peivy and Squety]
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DIGITAL VOCABULARY

Prag each word to the correct location on the chart.

Digital vocabulary | ([ awaeor ]
practice is provided m

though Boom Learning
Decks.

Chaplers 1-3 {pevy and Tquely]




Insignificant Events in The Life of a Cactus ~ Chapters -3

@ What is the main idea of Chapter 27

. The family drives across the country.

. Dad loses his job when the restaurant
goes out of business.
Aven thinks aliens have taken over Dad's
brain.

. Awven learns her father has a job offer at a
theme park in Anizona.

9 A good title for Chapter 3 would be ——.
. Skittering Lizard
. No-Show Joe
Exploring Stagecoach Pass
The Sizzling Sun

: >The story is told from which point of view?
. 1% person from Aven's perspective
. 3™ person limited to Aven's perspective

3™ persen alternating perspectives between
chapters

. 2™ person as if the reader was in the story

@Read this passage from Chapter 2.

oh, man—1 just realized they deliberately
buttered me up with buttered nocdles.
Which type of figurative language is used?

a. onomatopoeia

b. idiom

c. metaphor

d. hyperbole

What does this expression mean?

ﬁ Sequence the following events in order.

Aven makes up a story about her arms
burning off in a wildfire in the mountains of
Tanzania.

Aven notices the photo of the
Cavanaughs has been removed from the
museum.

Dad accepts a new job running a
western-theme park in Arizona.

Aven becomes upset when a child says,
"Her arms fell off!”

Aven and her friends make a game of
telling wild stories about how Aven loses her
arms.

&| Check each thing Aven and her parents say
she can do without arms.

pick nose

carry luggage

button pants

color

eat spaghetti and cereal

ill water balloons

7. Read this line at the end of Chapter 1.

Then again, I never imagined I would save the
Old West, perform for an audience in the desert,
and solve a mystery.
Which literary device is used?

a. flashback

b. cliffhanger

c. foreshadowing

d. personification

How far must Aven travel to reach her new
home?

Dad drives an hour or two.
. The family travels over a thousand miles.
. The trip is just across the state.
. The trip takes a week.

13 COMPREHENSION CHECKS

Insignificant Events in the Life of a Cactus ~ Chapters -3

@ What is the main idea of Chapter 27

a. The family drives across the country.
Dad loses his job when the restaurant goes
out of business.
. Aven thinks aliens have taken over Dad's
brain.
Aven learns her father has a job offer at a
theme park in Arizona.

@ A good title for Chapter 3 would be —.
. Skittering Lizard
. No-Show Joe
Exploring Stagecoach Pass
. The Sizzling Sun

3.>Tha story is told from which point of view?
1% person from Aven's perspective
. 3™ person limited to Aven’s perspective

3" person alternating perspectives
between chapters

~nd

person as if the reader was in the story

{4 Read this passage from Chapter 2.
Oh, man—I just realized they deliberately
buttered me up with buttered noodles.
Which type of figurative language is used?
a. onomatopoeia
b. idiom
c. metaphor
d. hyperbole

What does this expression mean?

to charm with flattery or be very kind to please
someone so the person will do what you want
him or her to do

ﬂ Seguence the following events in order.

__2____ Aven makes up a story about her arms
burning off in a wildfire in the mountains of
Tanzania.

__5___ Aven notices the photo of the
Cavanaughs has been removed from the
museum.

_ 4 Dad accepts a new job running a
western-theme park in Arizona.

__1___ Aven becomes upset when a child says,
"Her arms fell offl”

__3___ Aven and her friends make a game of
telling wild stories about how Aven loses her
arms.

6| Check each thing Aven and her parents say
she can do without arms.

__«__ pick nose

__ carry luggage

__«__button pants

_ «__ color

+__ eat spaghetti and cereal

fill water balloons
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@Raad this line at the end of Chapter 1.

Then again, I never imagined I would save the
0ld West, perform for an audience in the desert,
and solve a mystery.
Which literary device is used?

a. flashback

b. cliffranger

c. foreshadowing

d. personification

How far must Aven travel to reach her new
home?

. Dad drives an hour or two.
. The family travels over a thousand miles.
. The trip is just across the state.

The trip takes a week.
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Digital comprehension

questions are provided
though Boom Learning Decks.

Number the details in the correct sequence.

N

Aven makes up a story about her arms burning off in
a wildfire in the mountains of Tanzania.

Aven notices the photo of the Cavanaughs has been
removed from the museum.

Dad accepts a new job running a western-theme park in
Arizona.

Aven becomes upset when a child says, “Her arms fell
offI

Aven and her friends make a game of telling wild stories
about how Aven loses her arms.




iy CONSTRUCTED WRITING PROMPTS

Full Page

In the first box, list physical characteristics of Aven. In the three remaining boxes, list three personality traits. Give proof
from text for each trait.

Trait

( \ Proof from Text
Physical Appearance f‘ N
Aven

i Constructed Response - Character Traits oF Aven
Tn the first box, Tist physical charactenistics of Aven. In the three remaining boxes, Tist three personality traits. Give proo
from text for each trait. (

g ™\ Trait - atheletic - likes to play soccer
Vg ™\ Proof from Text
Aven — . .

Page 10 - Dad tel

Page 10 - D
Page 16 - Dad s

In the first box, list physical characteristics of Aven. In the three remaining boxes, list three personality traits, Give proof
/ from text for each trait. Trait

f \ Proof from Test

Physical Appearance

13-year-old female
Page 6 - Aven me N
born without arms < Physical Appearance

she loses her arf

2 g — = the train tracks. 8

Later in the Novel K .
. g Page 26 - red hair \ oo pricg
Page 53 - fair skin ( ] (—-

Describe how 3 particular stony's or drama's plot unfolds in 3 series of episodes 35 well proo from Text

Compare and CONtrast two or More characters, Settings, or events in & sLory of dram,

interact).

Page 3 - Aven sa

3 Compare and contrast twe or more characters, settings, or events in a story o drama,

Page | 10 Unit Created by Gay

interact).

. Describe how a particular story's or drama's plot unfolds in a series of episodes a5 well
Moves toward  resolution.

e ] Proof from Text
Page | 13 Unit Created by Gay Miller
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I G | w I | G Constructed Response - Character Traits of Aven
L In the first box, list physical characteristics of Aven. In the three remaining boxes, list three persondiity traits. Give proof from the text

for each trait
TRAIT - Type here
P PT PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
Type here.
PROOF FROM THE TEXT
ROM s IREEE

TRAIT - Type here.

PROOF FROM THE TEXT
Type here.

TRAIT - Type here.

PROOF FROM THE TEXT

Digital writing prompts T e

are provided through
Google Slides.




SKILL LESSONS

Insignificant Events in the Life of a Cactus includes
the following skill lessons:

lce Creamina
Bag

- -- Westem
Chopters7-7 | & Interactions Themed
L m me Amusement F Introduction
Parks
n kol 4
n

mages and
Call to Action

4 Lessons on How to Write a Blog Post (These «
lessons cover the Common Core Standards for el b s
writing an essay.)

Prefix sub-
Suffix -ion

Reflexive and Intensive Pronouns e

Intensive
Proncuns

Idioms

Chaopters 37-exuberant
37-39 39-flair




SAMPLE SKILL LESSON

Students learn the rules wi

Planning a
Blog Post

What Is SEO?

SEO stonds for
—________ Optmaaton.
1t'is the process of making a
blog post rank
on search engnes through
orgonic
searcher
Search engines such as Google
have ______ that
crowl webpoges ocros: the
' fo gather
—___ Theconlentis
Then used when searchers look
[

or
informatan
Bogger

Tobol know i fther poshs
contain heipful information for

organizer.

Keywords

Keywords are words @ person
might use fo search the.
for

If you want o wide audience.
You shouid plan your keywords
wisely.

Here is one simple mefhod for
determining which keywords fo

Steps

1 - Plan your blog post fopic.

2-Go got Google.com

3- Slowly fype in your fopic in

the search

4 - Google wil

what you are looking for and

wit offer o lst of suageston:

5 = Write down two or three

“uggettont that expian what

you plon fo write about.

4-Ciick on the Google

suggeshon that i your

selected topec the

Look at the page of results and

find People also ask

Do you see any questons you

plan fo answer or questons

that would be good to include

i your post? f 30, write

these questons. Having_to
questions wil help

Suide your outine.

Preparing to Write
Step 1-
ideas for your post based
‘on what “People are
asking.” your
 and other
rformaton you pian to
inyour
post
Step 2- Create an
ais
etsentally o skeieton of
your finithed piece.
Slep 3~ Locate sources
‘where you will find your
information. Be sure they

we_
[oppropriate for what you
ore discussing ond
cumenty importont] and

Troma
source that provides
accurate information].
Step 4~ identify your

wil

Step 5 -Plan
you. How do
you want fo come across fo
your audience?

Guestions fo Think About

* Areyouthe
oroviding
information® If 30, you wil
wont fo come across o
authorifative.

 Are you trying fo change
the way people
abouta
fopic? If s0, you wil need
fo 181 up & good
—_—_provng
why your way is better o
your action needs fo be.

* Do youwant it keep the
post Iight and humorous?
I 30, think of some
peronal
that wil make peopie

read this arficie? Do you
need fo explain ferms for
this audience?

The skills lessons

are

provided

digitally through
Google Slides.

Planning a
Blog Post

What Is SEO?
SEO stands for Search Engine
Optimization. Iis

Type here.

o e
Keywords

Keywords ore words @ person
‘might use to search the
for

th the

——
Preparing to Write

Stop 1 - Brainstom ideas for
your post bosed on what

It you want a wide audience,

Here 5 one simple method for
detenmining which keywords
fouse.

Steps

1~ Pion your blog post opic.
2-Go got Google.com.

3~ Slowdy type in your fopic in
the search

i
what you are Ioking for and
wil offer a st of suggesfions.

you plan 10 write about.
4 - Click on the Google
suggestion that its your
selected fopc the

Lok of the page of results
and find People also ask

Do you see any questions you
plan 10 answer or quesfions.
fhat would be good fo

include in your post? If 5o,
wiite down these questions.
Having__lo

questions wil heip guide your
outine.

. J

P ng.” your

keywords, and ofner

information you pian o cover

n your post.

Step 2 - Create an oufine. This
i Type here.

Step 3 - Locate sources where
You wil find your information.
Be sure they Type here.

~Identity your
audience. Type here.

fo the cactus.

Practice - Outlining a Topic

tosina e

You decide fo wite a blog post about he saguars cactur. You want o provide some factual
information about fhe cachus as well os some fun aciivities that middie schoolers can do related

Achivily 1 - Yeu type

B result

keywards. Highlight fhe search rasulfs fhat will help you write fhe factual information porfion of
cle.

vour orf
saguare coetus fof
saguare caetus i
saguare cochus fig
saguare cochu ag
taguare cachu i
taguare cachus s
saguare cactus I
saguare coctus g
bamel cactus
eaetus types
saguare cochus o
saguare cochus hd
Achivity 2 - In your Goog
Gaagle says people are
People also ask
What s speciol obi
What hoppens # 18
Why do saguaras
How old s 0§ foal
Activity 3 - You ook for
each of the folowing we

Naanal Fark Sery
Tre Legend of iha
The Nerthem Lights of ife
Desert Hasita! Edy
Sencran Desert Eq
Uriversity
Top Activites for B
The Saguara Mid
inTucson. AZ)

Step 5 - Pion your fone.
Type here.
Questions fo Think About

Are you the expert providing
Information? i 50,

Type here,

Ate you trying 10 change the.
woy people feel about o
fopic? i so,

Type here.

Do you want it keep the post
light and humorous? i so,

Type here.

ongami cachus

30 cactus from

Practice

step-by-step drawl
edibie cachus (cuf

2more.

Highiight the three dedl
theze three projects. Y4
finks below. These would

Activity § - Create an outine for the cochus blog pest by placing these fact in the camect

locations on the outine
Step-by-Step Drawng
9row arms when 75-100 yeas old
Candy-Covered Coctus Pretze! Rods

sellfor

state flower of Ard

3D Paper Croft Inkoduchion
many iegal opera

class 4 felony o hg a

Farst Body Paragraph Main ldea __Tha Lt Cucle of the Soougro Coch

Sowers at 35 yeony

full sun

water every 10-144

UL

sow growing

resort fined $20.000 Second Body Parg)

grow 1 10 1.5 inche -

average ffespan E
seller needs oppro [

Third Bady Paragr

Closing/Call fo Action

Activity § - Create an outine for the cactus blog past. Answer Key

Title
L

Inkoduction

First Body P h Main Idea __ha Lis Cucle of the Sog

A grow | 1o 1 Sinches o year for the frst eight yean
fowen ot 35 years old

C. grow arms when 75-100 years old

D. considered adult ot 125 years oid

€ average iespon 150-175 yeors - some fall a3 a felephone pole

Second Body Parograph Main Ideo __loieresing Foct obous e Saguoro Cactuy

A. seilfor an average of $35 a foot

8. state flower of Arzona

€. resort fined $20,000 for moving plonts without o permit when instaling o water ine

Third Body P

h Main Idea Protected Plont

A. sellor needs approval of the landowner and apply for a state permit
8. many #egol operations
< trom federal land

C. Class 4 felony fo hurt or fake Saguaro Cac

Fourth Body Paragraph Main Idea Soguoro gt o Housepiont

A fullsun
8. woter every 10-14 days
C. slow growing

Projects

A. Step-oy-Step Drawing
B. Candy-Covered Cactus Pret;
C. 3D Paper Cratt
Closing/Call fo Action
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SAMPI.E SK“.I. I.ESSON Students practice the

Students learn the rules with the video rules with a game.
lesson and organizer.

Use “-tion” with verbs
ending in.

Watch this video! g

Use “-ption” with s exhibit
verbs ending in.

aiphabetize

object
provide

2 pollute
Use “-ution” for verbs

” . propel
ending in.
receive

notify

I
° procloim
uffix -
it | decide

Pictured Word List Example Sentences using

the Following Words
The sulfix -ion means

Use “-sion” with verbs
ot ending in.

This suffix offen fums verbs info nours

infect > =
The suffix -ion offen furs 001 word
into nouns.

Spelling Rule:

3 Use “-ifion” with verbs ending in.
Use "-tion" with verbs ending in
ote-appreciate >

pt-adopt > C _
ct-atoct> m—_

afion” with verbs ending in.

Use “-plion” with verbs ending in

scribe - descrie > _

ceve-deceive> Use “-slon" with verbs ending in...
sume-ossume>
Use “-uflon” for verbs ending in

olve - evolve > i

n" with verbs ending in
ose - franspose >
sse “~afion” with verbs ending in

- i R
Bt 2 I (N
ise/use - confuse > [r——

pel - repel >

mit - omit > [eec==ces]

cede-secede>

Use “ution" for verbs ending in..

© Gay Miller




GOOGLE DRIVE FILES

My Drive Insignificant Events in the Life of a Cactus ~

Files

Constructed Response for Ins... Lesson 1 - Types of Blog Pos...

Lesson 4 - Writing the Post i... Lesson 5 - Final Touches

Watch this video!

Lesson 2 — SEO and Creating ... Lesson 3 — Writing an Introdu

Watch this video!

Lesson 6 - Proofreading - Wri...

Watch this video!

? Reflexive and

(=) Intensive
Pronouns

Idioms

This novel study includes
1§ to the digital
components for this wunit.
Boom Learning is used for
the multiple-choice, short
answer, and fill-in-the-
blank questions.

Activities that require more
open-ended responses
may be found in Google
Slides. This includes all the
writing prompts with
organizers for students to
plan responses.




What are Boom Cards?
Boom Cards are digital task cards that students play on the Boom
Learning Website.

They...
are fully digital - require no printing, paper, ink, etc.
may be used on all modern browsers
are played on devices connected to the Internet
can be used for student practice at no cost to you

When you purchase this novel study from TPT, you will receive
special links to these Boom Cards. When you click on one of these
links, you will be asked to sign into your account or create a free
account at the Boom Learning Website. The special links in the paid
resource let the Boom Learning site know you have purchased the
deck. When you click the link, Boom Learning sends the Boom Deck
to your Boom Library, so your students can access them. Students
can play for free or data will be tracked for you with the Boom
Learning Paid Subscription.

Click here for a playable
preview on Boom Learning.

Insignificant
Eventsin the Life
of a Cactus

3 i

a
Chapters 1-3

Insignificant
Eventsin the Life
of a Cactus

M EL)
! d‘@&ﬁ:
LIRS\
a4l e
Chapters 10-12
Insignificant
Eventsin the Life
of a Cact

Chapters 19-21

Insignificant
Eventsin the Life
of a Cactus

;. @/
v
Chapters 28-30
Insignificant
Eventsin the Life

of a Cactus

= n

L

]

L

Chapters 37-39

Insignificant
Eventsin the Life
of a Cactus

]

Chapters 46

Insignificant
Eventsin the Life
of a Cactus

e
V< ~ %

Chapters 1315

Insignificant
Events in the Life
Cactus

aler
0
1 S
Chapters 22-24

Insignificant
Eventsin the Life
of a Cactus

Chapters 31-33

Insignificant
Events in the Life
of a Cactus

S
L)
Intensive and
Reflexive Pronouns

Insignificant
Eventsin the Life
of a Cactus

Chapters 7-9

Insignificant
Eventsin the Life
of a Cactus

Chapters 1618

Insignificant
Eventsin the Life
of a Cactus

&
K
Chapters 25-27
Insignificant

Eventsin the Life
of a Cactus

AV

Chapters 34-36



https://wow.boomlearning.com/store/bundle/AjKRjYrBjW3Tdonhs?ref=self
https://wow.boomlearning.com/store/bundle/AjKRjYrBjW3Tdonhs?ref=self

Read this passage from Chapter 2

Oh, man—I just redlized they deliberately buttered me up
with buttered noodles

Which type of figurative language is used?

idom hyperbole

onomatopoeia ’ ‘ metaphor

The story is told from which point of view?

A good title for Chapter 3 would be ---

What is The main idea of Chapter 2?

[ 3rd person limited fo Aven's perspective

The Sizzling Sun

Aven thinks dliens have taken over Dad's brain.

Ist person from Aven's perspective

Skittering Lizard

Aven learns her father has a job offer at a theme pa
in Arizona.

The family drives across the country.

[ 2nd person as if the reader was in the story
[3rd person alfernating perspectives between chapters

Exploring Stagecoach Pass

]
)
No-Show Joe J
)

Dad loses his job when the restaurant goes out of
business.

How far must Aven fravel to reach her new home?

The trip takes a week.

The family travels over a thousand miles.

The frip is just across the state.

Dad drives an hour or two.

Read this line at the end of Chapter |.

Then again, I never imagined I would save the Old West,
perform for an audience in the desert, and solve a
mystery.

Which Iiterary device is used?

Select 4 things Aven and her parents say she can do
without arms.

color button pants

eat spaghetti and cereal

carry luggage fill water balloons

Which of the following is does NOT describe liquefy?

wood furning into ash during a fire

blending fruit and ice to create a smoothie

soll becoming waterlogged during an earthquake

[
[ coal turning info gasoline
[
[




Insignificant Events
in the Life of a

Cactus
Novel Study Samples




On the next pages, you will find the following pages
from the unit including:

- Table of Contents for the Digital + Printable Version
» Lesson Plans at a Glance for the Full Unit

FREE SAMPLE PAGES

The First Reading Selection plus Answer Keys
(These pages are found in all versions of this unit.)
Vocabulary Practice
Comprehension Questions
Constructed Response Writing Prompt
(with and without the Common Core
Standards)

Are you wondering what other novel
studies | have available? You can see
the complete list here.



https://bookunitsteacher.com/wp/?page_id=4673

Table of Contents

SECTION 1 - Links to Digital Resources

Materials Needed

Lesson Plans at a Glance

SECTION 2 - Vocabulary

Teacher Information

Vocabulary List

Vocabulary Bookmarks

Vocabulary Word Cards

Vocabulary Practice Booklet

Vocabulary Test

Teacher Information

SECTION 3 - Student Packet for Comprehension and Writing
Allusions

Chapters 1-3 Comprehension

Constructed Response — Character Traits of Aven
Chapters 4-6 Comprehension

Constructed Response — Setting

Chapters 7-9 Comprehension

Constructed Response — Character Traits (Interactions between Characters)
Chapters 10-12 Comprehension

Constructed Response — Reactions Aven Gets from Others
Constructed Response — Comparing Fathers

Chapters 13-15 Comprehension

Constructed Response — Point of View

Chapters 16-18 Comprehension

Constructed Response — Summarizing

Constructed Response — Characters

Chapters 19-21 Comprehension

Constructed Response — Mood and Details

Chapters 22-24 Comprehension

Constructed Response — Figurative Language




Chapters 25-27 Comprehension

Constructed Response — Course of Action

Chapters 28-30 Comprehension

Constructed Response — Comparing Blog Posts
Chapters 31-33 Comprehension

Constructed Response — Mood/Details

Chapters 34-36 Comprehension

Constructed Response — Problem and Solution Chain
Chapters 37-39 Comprehension

Constructed Response — Theme

Constructed Response — Plot Development

SECTION 4 - Answer Keys for Comprehension and Constructed Response Writing
Questions

SECTION 5 - Student Packet without Teaching Standards
SECTION 6 - Activities

Western-Themed Amusement Parks

Classroom Ice Cream

Saguaro Cactus Crafts

Saguaro Pretzel Rod Cactus Recipe
SECTION 7 - Skills

Teacher Information
Lesson 1 —Types of Blog Posts
Organizer
Practice — Which Type of Article Should | Write?
Lesson 2 — SEO and Creating an Outline
Organizer
Practice — Outlining a Topic
Lesson 3 — Writing an Introduction including a Hook
Organizer
Practice — Blog Posts vs. Arficles
Lesson 4 — Writing the Post including Transitions
Organizer

Practice — Adding Transitions to a Blog Post




Lesson 5 — Final Touches
Organizer
Practice — Adding Transitions to a Blog Post
Lesson 6 - Proofreading
Grading Rubric
Lesson 7 — Prefix sub-
Organizer with Video Lesson
Practice Exercise
Game - Loop
Lesson 8 — Suffix -ion
Organizer with Video Lesson
Practice Exercise
Game - Dice
Lesson 9 — Intensive and Reflective Pronouns
Organizer with Video Lesson
Practice Exercise
Game - Bump

Lesson 10 - Idioms

Organizer with Video Lesson

Practice Exercise

Credits




Lesson Plans at a Glance

Read & Complete
Comprehension
Questions

Vocabulary
Chapter Number and
Word

Vocabulary
Practice
Book

Constructed Response
Question

Activities

Writing and Language
Arts Skills

Chapters 1-3

2- privy
3 - liquefy

Page 1

Character Traits
of Aven

Chapters 4-6

4 — dexterous
6 - exasperation

Page 2

Setting

Chapters 7-9

8 — ostracize
9 - cumbersome

Page 3

Interactions
between
Characters)

Chapters
10-12

11 - dabble
11- shenanigans

Page 4

Reactions Aven
Gets from Others
Comparing
Fathers

Chapters
13-15

14-disclaimer
14- reiterate

Page 5

Point of View

Chapters
16-18

17-infervene
17-cacophony

Page 6

Summarizing
Characters

Chapters
19-21

20-redundant
21-bedraggled

Page 7
Review
8-9

Mood and Details

Chapters
22-24

22-noncommittal
24-comeback

Page 10

Figurative
Language

Chapters
25-27

26-revenue
27-doppelganger

Page 11

Course of Action

Chapters
28-30

28-surrepftitious
29-evasive

Page 12

Comparing Blog
Posts

Chapters
31-33

3l-incorporate
32-bedecked

Page 13

Mood/Details

Chapters
34-36

34-stout
35-mediocre

Page 14

Problem and
Solution Chain

Chapters
37-39

37-exuberant
39-flair

Page 15
Review
16

Theme
Plot Development

(These can be
done in any
order on any
day of the unit.)

Western
Themed
Amusement
Parks

lce Cream in a
Bag

Saguaro Cactus
Crafts

Saguaro Pretzel
Rod Cactus
Recipe

Writing a Blog
Lesson 1 —Types
of Posts

Lesson 2 -SEO
and Qutline

Lesson 3 — Hook
/ Infroduction

Lesson 4 — Body

Lesson 5 — Extras
Images and
Call to Action

Lesson 6 —
Editing

Prefix sub-

Suffix -ion

Reflexive and
Intensive
Pronouns

|dioms

Vocabulary Test




Review

Complete the analogies with a vocabulary word.

decorate bedecked mischiefs
style flair average
definite noncommittal clumsy
manageable cumbersome harmony
integrate incorporate repeat
boisterous exuberant coldshoulder
sneaky surreptitious fwin
income revenue evasive
slender stout unadorned
unnecessary redundant in the know
discord cacophony criterion
direct evasive exclude
agile dexterous putter
burdensome cumbersome thickset
intercede intervene annoyance
restate reiterate vague
return comeback dissolve
excellent mediocre lethargic
include ostracize open

Page 16

Chapters 1-3 [privy and liquefy]

1. Write the words on the correct locations the T-Chart.

lavatory toilet

sharing in informed latrine

aware of

privy meaning
in the know

privy meaning
outhouse

PR ED>E PR HDI D P (RIKIES r (RED S

2. Which of the following is does NOT describe liquefy?

a) coal turning into gasoline

b) blending fruit and ice to create a smoothie
c) soil becoming waterlogged during an earthquake
d) wood turning into ash during a fire

PRI CRIDG 7o CRED G 5o (R ED G

3. Circle six words in the box that are synonyms of

liquefy.
turn to liquid harden soften
solidify congeal thaw
precipitate dissolve freeze
get hard set melt
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Review

mnplete the analogies with a vocabulary word.

decorate bedecked mischiefs shenanigans
style flair average mediocre
definite noncommittal clumsy dexterous
manageable cumbersome harmony cacophony
integrate incorporate repeat reiterate
boisterous exuberant coldshoulder ostracize
sneaky surreplitious twin doppelganger
income revenue evasive noncommittal
slender stout unadorned bedeck
unnecessary redundant in the know privy
discord cacophony criterion disclaimer
direct evasive exclude incorporate
agile dexterous putter dabble
burdensome cumbersome thickset stout
intercede intervene annoyance exasperation
restate reiterate vague evasive
return comeback dissolve liquefy
excellent mediocre lethargic exuberant
include ostracize open surreptitious

Page 16

Chapters 1-3 [privy and liquefy]

1. Write the words on the correct locations the T-Chart.

lavatory toilet aware of

sharing in informed latrine

privy meaning privy meaning
in the know outhouse
sharing in latrine
aware of toilet
informed lavatory
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2. Which of the following is does NOT describe liquefy?

a) coal turning into gasoline

b) blending fruit and ice to create a smoothie

c) soil becoming waterlogged during an earthquake
d) wood turning into ash during a fire
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3. Circle six words in the box that are synonyms of

liquefy.
turn to liquid harden soften
solidify congeal thaw
precipitate dissolve freeze
get hard set melt
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Insignificant Events in The Life of a Cactus ~ Chapters -3

@ What is the main idea of Chapter 2?

a.
b.

The family drives across the country.

Dad loses his job when the restaurant
goes out of business.

Aven thinks aliens have taken over Dad’s
brain.

Aven learns her father has a job offer at a
theme park in Arizona.

C.

d.

((2) A good title for Chapter 3 would be ---.

Skittering Lizard

No-Show Joe

Exploring Stagecoach Pass
The Sizzling Sun

a0 oo

{3.>The story is told from which point of view?

a. 1% person from Aven’s perspective
b.

C.

3™ person limited to Aven'’s perspective

3™ person alternating perspectives between
chapters

2" person as if the reader was in the story

(4) Read this passage from Chapter 2.

Oh, man—I just realized
buttered me up with buttered noodles.

Which type of figurative language is used?
onomatopoeia

idiom

metaphor

hyperbole

Q0 oo

What does this expression mean?

they deliberately

é§ Sequence the following events in order.

Aven makes up a story about her arms
burning off in a wildfire in the mountains of
Tanzania.

Aven notices the photo of the
Cavanaughs has been removed from the
museum.

Dad accepts a new job running a
western-theme park in Arizona.

Aven becomes upset when a child says,
“Her arms fell off!”

Aven and her friends make a game of
telling wild stories about how Aven loses her
arms.

6] Check each thing Aven and her parents say
she can do without arms.

pick nose

carry luggage

button pants

color

eat spaghetti and cereal

fill water balloons

<

<7>Read this line at the end of Chapter 1.

Then again, I never imagined I would save the
Old West, perform for an audience in the desert,
and solve a mystery.
Which literary device is used?

a. flashback

b. cliffhanger

c. foreshadowing

d. personification

8] How far must Aven travel to reach her new
home?

Dad drives an hour or two.

The family travels over a thousand miles.
The trip is just across the state.

The trip takes a week.

o0 oo
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onstructed Response - Character Traits of Aven

In the first box, list physical characteristics of Aven. In the three remaining boxes, list three personality traits. Give proof
from text for each trait.
4 Trait N\

/ Physical Appearance \/

\ Proof from Text

Aven

Trait

AN

Proof from Text

Trait \

Proof from Text

\C A

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how characters
interact).

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6.3 Describe how a particular story's or drama's plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as the plot
moves toward a resolution.
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Comprehension and
Constructed Response
Answer Keys




Insignificant Events in The Life of a Cactus ~ Chapters |-3

@ What is the main idea of Chapter 2?

a. The family drives across the country.

b. Dad loses his job when the restaurant goes
out of business.

Aven thinks aliens have taken over Dad’s
brain.

Aven learns her father has a job offer at a
theme park in Arizona.

C.

d.

1@ A good title for Chapter 3 would be ---.

Skittering Lizard

No-Show Joe

Exploring Stagecoach Pass
The Sizzling Sun

a0 oo

<3.>The story is told from which point of view?

a. 1% person from Aven’s perspective

b. 3™ person limited to Aven’s perspective

c. 3™ person alternating perspectives
between chapters

d. 2" person as if the reader was in the story

(4) Read this passage from Chapter 2.

Oh, man—I just realized they deliberately
buttered me up with buttered noodles.

Which type of figurative language is used?

a. onomatopoeia
b. idiom

c. metaphor

d. hyperbole

What does this expression mean?

to charm with flattery or be very kind to please
someone so the person will do what you want
him or her to do

ﬂ Sequence the following events in order.

_ 2 Aven makes up a story about her arms
burning off in a wildfire in the mountains of
Tanzania.

__ 5 Aven notices the photo of the
Cavanaughs has been removed from the
museum.

_4 Dad accepts a new job running a
western-theme park in Arizona.
1 Aven becomes upset when a child says,

“Her arms fell off!”

__3___ Aven and her friends make a game of
telling wild stories about how Aven loses her
arms.

6] Check each thing Aven and her parents say
she can do without arms.

__ v/ __ pick nose

__ carry luggage

__v__ button pants
__v/__color

__ v/ __ eat spaghetti and cereal
_____ fill water balloons

L

@Read this line at the end of Chapter 1.

Then again, I never imagined I would save the
Old West, perform for an audience in the desert,
and solve a mystery.
Which literary device is used?

a. flashback

b. cliffhanger

c. foreshadowing

d. personification

8.] How far must Aven travel to reach her new
home?

Dad drives an hour or two.

The family travels over a thousand miles.
The trip is just across the state.

The trip takes a week.

o0 oo
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onstructed Response - Character Traits of Aven

In the first box, list physical characteristics of Aven. In the three remaining boxes, list three personality traits. Give proof
from text for each trait.

-~

o

Physical Appearance

13-year-old female

born without arms

Later in the Novel
Page 26 - red hair
Page 53 - fair skin

~

-

J

Aven

N

/

Trait - atheletic - likes to play soccer
Proof from Text

year old.
Page 10 - Dad tells Aven she is a pro at soccer.

N\

Page 10 - Dad tells Aven she can play soccer and swim all

Page 16 - Dad sets up a soccer goal to help Aven practice.

~N

Trait - jokester

Proof from Text

Page 6 - Aven makes up an exaggerated story about how
she loses her arms saving a puppy that had been tied to
the train tracks. She thinks that the looks on the new kid's

face is priceless and all her friends are laughing.

N

J

Trait - determined

Proof from Text

~

Page 3 - Aven says she can do most everything everyone

else with arms can do.

J

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how characters

interact).

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6.3 Describe how a particular story's or drama's plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as the plot

moves toward a resolution.
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Adaendum

Constructed Response Questions without
Common Core State Standards

Important Update

Originally 46 states adopted the Common Core State Standards. Many teachers
have commented that they love having the standards on pages with constructed
response writing prompts for accountability reasons. Now educational trends are
changing. Many states have repealed Common Core and adopted their own
state standards. To meet the needs of teachers both using and not using Common
Core Standards, | have opted to provide the writing questions both with and
without standards.

To make creating a printable student packet easier, the comprehension and
constructed response questions are both included in this section.

Page | 14 Unit Created by Gay Miller




Insignificant Events in the Life of a Cactus ~ Chapters |-3

@ What is the main idea of Chapter 2?

a. The family drives across the country.

b. Dad loses his job when the restaurant
goes out of business.

c. Aven thinks aliens have taken over Dad’s

brain.

Aven learns her father has a job offer at a

theme park in Arizona.

d.

((2) A good title for Chapter 3 would be ---.

Skittering Lizard

No-Show Joe

Exploring Stagecoach Pass
The Sizzling Sun

a0 oo

<3.>The story is told from which point of view?
a.
b.

c. 3" person alternating perspectives
between chapters

1% person from Aven’s perspective
3™ person limited to Aven'’s perspective

. 2" person as if the reader was in the story

(4) Read this passage from Chapter 2.

Oh, man—I just realized they deliberately
buttered me up with buttered noodles.

Which type of figurative language is used?
onomatopoeia

idiom

metaphor

hyperbole

Q0 oo

What does this expression mean?

& Sequence the following events in order.

Aven makes up a story about her arms
burning off in a wildfire in the mountains of
Tanzania.

Aven notices the photo of the
Cavanaughs has been removed from the
museum.

Dad accepts a new job running a
western-theme park in Arizona.

Aven becomes upset when a child says,
“Her arms fell off!”

Aven and her friends make a game of
telling wild stories about how Aven loses her

6] Check each thing Aven and her parents say
she can do without arms.

pick nose

carry luggage

button pants

color

eat spaghetti and cereal
fill water balloons

rms.
é Read this line at the end of Chapter 1.

Then again, I never imagined I would save the
Old West, perform for an audience in the desert,
and solve a mystery.
Which literary device is used?

a. flashback

b. cliffhanger

c. foreshadowing

d. personification

_8] How far must Aven travel to reach her new
home?

Dad drives an hour or two.

The family travels over a thousand miles.
The trip is just across the state.

The trip takes a week.

o0 oo
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Constructed Response - Character Traits of Aven

I In the first box, list physical characteristics of Aven. In the three remaining boxes, list three personality traits. Give proof

from text for each trait. / Trait \

I / V Proof from Text
Physical Appearance \

Aven

VAN

/ Trait

Proof from Text

e
AN

/ Trait

Proof from Text

N
B

N =/
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