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Dear Mr. Henshaw 
Digital + Printable Book Unit Preview 

Welcome to Book Units Teacher ~ I love teaching! I 

especially love interactive notebooks, anchor charts, 

hands-on activities, great books, and making learning 

fun. Here is the place for me to share some of the things I 

love. ~~ Gay Miller 
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   Thank you for downloading this 

preview of Dear Mr. Henshaw. 
Other book units may be found at 

http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Gay-Miller 
 

For teachers who wish paperless activities, this 
unit contains a links to Boom Learning Decks 
as well as Google Digital resources. This packet 
also contains graphic organizers for an 
interactive notebook covering vocabulary, 
comprehension questions, constructed 
response writing, and skill practice. I hope your 
students enjoy a book study using the engaging 
method of using interactive notebooks. 
 

Purchase the 
full unit here. 

  

 

 

  

Dear Mr. Henshaw 

By  Beverly Cleary 

 
Genre ~ Young Adults 

 
Theme ~ overcome  obstacles by developing a positive attitude 

Reading Level ~ Scholastic Level Q 

Lexile ~ 910L 

Interest Level ~ Grades: 3 – 8  

 

http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Gay-Miller
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Dear-Mr-Henshaw-Novel-Study-Digital-Printable-6448489
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Dear-Mr-Henshaw-Novel-Study-Digital-Printable-6448489
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Lesson Plans at a Glance 
Read 

 

Vocabulary List 
& 

Vocabulary Booklet 

Comprehensi
on Quiz 

Constructed 
Response 

Question 

Root Word of 
the Day 

Skill Practice 

Letters 1-10 
 
May 12 - 
November 
20 

enclosure 

mincemeat 
Page 1 Letters 1-10 

Making 
Connections  

Summarizing 

rupt 

Spelling 

Rules  

IE vs. EI 

Letters 11-

20 
 
November 
22 – 
December 

21 

refinery 

broker 
Page 2 Letters 11-20 Character Traits phos/photo  

Diary 21-28 
 
December 
22 – January 
10 

fictitious 

retainer 
Page 3 Diary 21-28 Setting tract 

Adjectives 

 

Letters 29-

31 +  
Diary 32-37 
 
January 12- 
February 2 

mimeograph 

wrath 
Page 4 Letters 29-37 

Comparing 

Characters 

Vivid Imagery 

meter  

Diary 38-43 

 
February 4 – 

February 9 

strand 

reception 

Page 5 

 
Diary 38-43 Mood port 

Capitalizing 

and 

Punctuating 

Days, 

Months, and 

Holidays  

Letters 44-
45 
 
Diary 46-51 
February 15-
March 15 

insulate 

fad 
Page 6 Letters 44-45 

Problem and 
Solution Chain 

graph/scrib  

Diary 52-58 
 
March 16-

March 30 

prose 

reserved 
Page 7 Diary 52-58 

Summarizing 

Theme 

Video Lesson 

to Review all 

Root Words 

Formal vs. 

Informal 

Text  

Letter and 
Diary 59-60 
 
March 31 

bay 

rumple 
Page 8 

Letter and 
Diary 59-60 

Plot 
Development 

Chart 

Mixed Root 

Word Practice 
 

 Vocabulary Test     
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What do I read? 

Assignment Number 

Page #’s 

from 

Novel 

Date 

1 Letters 1-10 1-15 
May 12 - 

November 20 

2 Letters 11-20 16-37 
November 22 – 

December 21 

3 Diary 21-28 39-53 
December 22 – 

January 10 

4 
Letters 29-31 +  

Diary 32-37 
55-67 

January 12- 

February 2 

5 Diary 38-43 67-87 
February 4 – 

February 9 

6 
Letters 44-45 + 

Diary 46-51 
89-104 

February 15-

March 15 

7 Diary 52-58 104-121 
March 16-

March 30 

8 
Letter and Diary 

59-60 
123-END March 31 
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Boom Learning 

The vocabulary and comprehension questions for this unit have been 

created using Boom Learning.  

Boom Cards live in the cloud. They can't be printed. They play on most 

modern browsers, Android, iPads, iPhones, and Kindle Fires. You open a 

Boom Learning account to play them (to protect the children). Create 

Fast Play pins to assign your Boom Cards to students. 

Boom Learning also has premium accounts. Premium accounts offer 

advanced assignment tools, individual and whole class performance 

tracking, and more. If you are a new Boom Learning customer, when you 

redeem your Boom Cards purchase you get 90-day free trial of a 

premium account. When your trial ends, you can renew or move to a 

free account. You may upgrade, downgrade or cancel at any time. 

Free accounts use purchased Boom Cards with Fast Play pins. 

Google Slides  

The constructed response questions and all skill lessons for this unit have 

been created using Google Slides. 

A student packet containing comprehension questions and constructed 

response wiring prompts without CCSS is offered through Google Slides. 

You can assign this packet to students to help with distance learning. 

[Note:  This packet is not editable.] 

This unit contains 5 video lessons. The videos are embedded in Google 

Slides. Each video slide is followed by a digital organizer for students to 

learn the rules for the skills that are taught. The printable organizers are 

offered as Google Slides. All text can be edited before printing with these 

organizers. 

Following a series of lessons, students practice their skills through games, 

activities, and traditional worksheets. Select between digital or printable 

versions of these activities. 



Page | 8 Unit Created by Gay Miller 

 

Letter and Diary 59-60 [bay and rumple] 
1. Sort the words from the box by their meanings. 

yap cove yelp 

harbor howl haven 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Circle the word that does not belong. 

crumple, tidy, rumple, crinkle, pucker, scrunch up  

 

Fill in the blanks with one of the vocabulary words. 

3. Rubber covered the wire to ____________________ 
the cable inside.  

4. The _______________________ pies included a 

mixture of raisins, apples, and spices. 

5. My mother’s _______________________ came out 

when we broke her favorite flower vase. 

6. Oil was sent to the ______________ to be processed. 

7. They were ______________________ on a deserted 

island. 

8. He _____________________ her hair affectionately.  

9. The characters in the book are 

all _______________________. 

10.They went fishing in the _______________________ 

11.The letter has two _______________________. 

Bay meaning inlet Bay meaning bark 

___________________ ___________________ 

___________________ ___________________ 

___________________ ___________________ 

Letters 1-10 [enclosure and mincemeat] 

1. Read these definitions of enclosure.  

Definition A - an area that is surrounded by a wall, fence, 

etc. : an enclosed space 

Definition B - something that is included with a letter 

or in a package 
 
Sort the words from the box by their meanings. 

addition pen (animal cage) insertion 

attachment enclosed space corral 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Is mincemeat used correctly in the sentence? 
True or False 

 
2. ______ The idiom to make mincemeat out of someone 

means to defeat someone thoroughly in a game, fight, 
or argument. 

3. ______ We picked mincemeat when they became ripe. 

4. ______ Strawberry, raspberry, plum jam, or any 
homemade jam including mincemeat may be swapped 

out for dates in the crumble bars. 

5. ______ If you substitute butter for suet, it is possible to 

eat mincemeat pies that contain no meat at all. 

 
 

 
 

Definition A Definition B 

___________________ ___________________ 

___________________ ___________________ 

___________________ ___________________ 

Page 8 Page 1 
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Letter and Diary 59-60 [bay and rumple] 

1. Sort the words from the box by their meanings. 

yap cove yelp 

harbor howl haven 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Circle the word that does not belong. 

crumple, tidy, rumple, crinkle, pucker, scrunch up  

 

Fill in the blanks with one of the vocabulary words. 

3. Rubber covered the wire to ____insulate___ the cable 
inside.  

4. The ____mincemeat____ pies included a mixture of 

raisins, apples, and spices. 

5. My mother’s ____wrath____ came out when we broke 

her favorite flower vase. 

6. Oil was sent to the ____refinery___ to be processed. 

7. They were _____stranded_____ on a deserted island. 

8. He _____rumpled_____ her hair affectionately.  

9. The characters in the book are all ____fictitious_____.  

10.They went fishing in the _____bay_____.  

11.The letter has two ___enclosures___. 

Bay meaning inlet Bay meaning bark 

cove yelp 

harbor howl 

haven yap 

Letters 1-10 [enclosure and mincemeat] 

1. Read these definitions of enclosure.  

Definition A - an area that is surrounded by a wall, fence, 

etc. : an enclosed space 

Definition B - something that is included with a letter or in 
a package 

Sort the words from the box by their meanings. 

addition pen (animal cage) insertion 

attachment enclosed space corral 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Is mincemeat used correctly in the sentence? 

True or False 
 

2. ___T____ The idiom to make mincemeat out of 
someone means to defeat someone thoroughly in a 
game, fight, or argument. 

3. ___F____ We picked mincemeat when they became 
ripe. 

4. ___T____ Strawberry, raspberry, plum jam or any 
homemade jam including mincemeat may be swapped 
out for dates in the crumble bars. 

5. ___T____ If you substitute butter for suet, it is possible 
to eat mincemeat pies that contain no meat at all. 

 
 

 

Definition A Definition B 

pen attachment 

corral insertion 

enclosed space addition 

Page 8 Page 1 
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Common Core State Standards Reading: Literature 
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Making Connections           

Summarizing          

Character Traits          

Setting          

Comparing Characters          

Vivid Imagery          

Mood          

Problem and Solution Chain          

Summarizing          

Theme          

Plot Development Chart          

3rd Grade 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/3/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/3/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/3/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/3/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/3/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/3/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/3/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/3/9/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/3/10/
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Common Core State Standards Reading: Literature 
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Making Connections           

Summarizing          

Character Traits          

Setting          

Comparing Characters          

Vivid Imagery          

Mood          

Problem and Solution Chain          

Summarizing          

Theme          

Plot Development Chart          

4th Grade 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/#CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.1
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/#CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.2
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/#CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.3
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/#CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.4
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/#CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.5
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/#CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.6
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/#CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.7
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/#CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.9
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/#CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.10
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Dear Mr. Henshaw ~ Letters 1-10 (May 12 - November 20) 

1. A good title for Chapter 1 could be ---. 

a. Dog Tricks 
b. Growing Up 

c. Moving to a New Town 
d. Writing Letters  

2. Letters 1-10 are mostly told from which point 

of view? 

a. 1st 

b. 2nd 
c. 3rd   

3. True or False 

____ Leigh wishes he had a dog. 
____ Leigh’s favorite book is Ways to Amuse a 

Dog. 
____ Leigh has a good sense of humor. 

____ Leigh is currently in 4th grade. 

4. How do Leigh’s letters change? Check all that 

apply. 

____ longer 

____ more serious 

____ more detailed 

____ sadder 

5. Match each mistake to what is wrong. 

____ We licked it. a) wrong word 

____ Keep in tutch. b) grammar 

____ I am a great 

enjoyer of your 
books. 

c) incorrect word 
usage 

____ …moose meat 
loaf don't sound too 
bad. 

d) spelling 

 

6. Match the slang/idiom phrases to their 
meanings. 

____ go climb a tree a) sit still 

____ apply the seat of my 

pants to a chair 

b) go away and stop 

bothering me 

____ Messing A. Round 

c) to spend time doing

 various things that 

are not important 

[written to look like 

a person’s name] 

 

7. On September 20, Leigh writes an amusing postscript: 

De Liver 

De Letter 
De Sooner 
De Better 

De Later 
De Letter 

De Madder 
I Getter 

Explain the humor in this postscript.  

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Letters 1-10 ~ Constructed Response – Summarizing 

 

List 5 events that happened in Letters 1-10 in the order 

that they happened. 

 

1 

•_________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

2 

•_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

3 

•_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

4 

•_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

5 

•_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.2 Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; determine the central 

message, lesson, or moral and explain how it is conveyed through key details in the text. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; summarize the text. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how characters in 

a story or drama respond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text. 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/3/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/5/2/
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  Answer Keys for 
Comprehension 

and Writing 
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Dear Mr. Henshaw ~ Letters 1-10 (May 12 - November 20) 

1. A good title for Chapter 1 could be ---. 

a. Dog Tricks 
b. Growing Up 

c. Moving to a New Town 
d. Writing Letters  

2. Letters 1-10 are mostly told from which point 

of view? 

a. 1st 

b. 2nd 
c. 3rd   

3. True or False 

__F___ Leigh wishes he had a dog. 
__T___ Leigh’s favorite book is Ways to Amuse 

a Dog. 
__T___ Leigh has a good sense of humor. 

__F___ Leigh is currently in 4th grade. 

4. How do Leigh’s letters change? Check all that 

apply. 

__4__ longer 

____ more serious 

__4__ more detailed 

____ sadder 

5. Match each mistake to what is wrong. 

__a__ We licked it. a) wrong word 

__d__ Keep in tutch. b) grammar 

__c__ I am a great 

enjoyer of your 
books. 

c) incorrect word 
usage 

__b__ …moose meat 
loaf don't sound too 
bad. 

d) spelling 

 

6. Match the slang/idiom phrases to their 
meanings. 

___b__  go climb a tree a) sit still 

___a__ apply the seat of 

my pants to a chair 

b) go away and stop 

bothering me 

___c__ Messing A. Round 

c) to spend time doing

 various things that 

are not important 

[written to look like 

a person’s name] 

 

7. On September 20, Leigh writes an amusing postscript: 

De Liver 

De Letter 
De Sooner 
De Better 

De Later 
De Letter 

De Madder 
I Getter 

Explain the humor in this postscript.  

Leigh begins the lines with De (De is the beginning of de-liver and the word the.) He also ends each 
line with –er to make the postscript fun to read. (The postscript has a nursery-rhyme feel.) 

Leigh needs a reply quickly from the author for his author report. Leigh is telling Mr. Henshaw he will 

be upset if he doesn’t get these answers in time to use them for his report. 
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Letters 1-10 ~ Constructed Response – Summarizing 

 

List 5 events that happened in Letters 1-10 in the order 

that they happened. 

 

1 
•Leigh writes to Mr. Henshaw in 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th grades before he finally 
recieves a letter actually written by Mr. Henshaw in 5th grade. 

2 
•Mr. Henshaw tells Leigh to read a different book written by him, so Leigh reads 
Moose on Toast. 

3 

•In 6th grade Leigh moves to a new town and goes to a new school. His teacher 
has the class write author reports, so Leigh sends Mr. Henshaw a list of 10 
questions to answer for his report. Leigh doesn't get a response back in time, so 
he writes a report based on the information on the back cover of the book. 

4 

•Mr. Henshaw writes Leigh and answers the questions. Some of his answers aren't 
serious. For example, he says he doesn't have any kids because he doesn't raise 
goats. 

5 

•Leigh's mom finds his letter from Mr. Henshaw and tells him he must write back 
and answer the questions Mr. Henshaw asked Leigh. Leigh refuses at first, but 
eventually writes a letter answering 2 of the questions. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.2 Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; determine the central 

message, lesson, or moral and explain how it is conveyed through key details in the text. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; summarize the text. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how characters in 

a story or drama respond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text. 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/3/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/5/2/
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Teacher Instructions for Root Word of the Day 
 
Introduce one root word each day with these mini-activities. Each 
printable contains a left side for students to write 6 -9 words containing 
the root and a left side with a quick practice such as matching, fill-in-the-
blanks, or a puzzle.  
In the answer key section, I have provided a word list for each root. Use 
this to determine which words you want students to focus on (add to 
the left sides of their practice pages). 
 
 
On Day 7 after 6 root words have been introduced, have students 
complete the video lesson with root word organizer.  
 
Day 8 contains a series of Aggravation Games to practice with root 
words. 
 
Day 1 – rupt 

Day 2 – phos/photo 

Day 3 – tract 

Day 4 – meter/metr 

Day 5 – port 

Day 6 – graph/scrib/script 

Day 7 – Video Lesson with Organizer 

Day 8 – Mixed Practice 
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Root Word of the Day  

Printable Activities 
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Root Word of the Day  

Digital Activities 
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The follow pages show the parts to one 

lesson. All lessons include similar parts – 

 Video Lesson with Organizer 

 Practice 

 Full Page Answer Key 

 Digital and Printable Options  
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  This unit contains 6 video lessons. 

Students watch the video to learn 

the rules. They pause the video to 

complete their organizer. Then 

students continue to watch the 

video to check their answers, 
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  In addition to the video lesson practice is included through printables, games, or 

task cards. 

Both digital and printable practice is included. This page show printable practice 

for the spelling rules. The next page show the same practice in created with 

Google Slides. 

Task Cards or Printable Practice with Answer Keys 
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  Digital Version  

Draggable Cards  
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Terms of Use 

• All rights reserved by Gay Miller. 
• This purchase includes a limited license for single classroom use only. You 

may utilize it for each student you serve.  
• You may not upload this product to the Internet or store it in any public 

retrieval service of any kind outside of using it with your own students. 
• No part of the product may be altered for resell or distribution.  
• If you have any questions feel free to contact me at 

teachwithgaymiller@gmail.com. 

mailto:teachwithgaymiller@gmail.com
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