
Collect all seven organizers. Staple them together into a book or glue each organizer into an interactive 
notebook. The cover for the book is provided on in the ‘Introduction’ blog post. 
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This charts contains links to each blog post in the series.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The next two pages may 
be used as a cover for 
the organizer if you wish 
to staple them together 
to form a book. Color 
and blackline versions 
are provided. 

Blog Posts What is included? 

Introduction Cover for Book 

Overcoming the Monster Organizer #1 

Rags to Riches Organizer #2 

The Quest Organizer #3 

Voyage and Return Organizer #4 

Comedy Organizer #5 

Tragedy Organizer #6 

Rebirth Organizer #7 

Activity Two Activities 

http://bookunitsteacher.com/wp/?p=6360
http://bookunitsteacher.com/wp/?p=6390
http://bookunitsteacher.com/wp/?p=6400
http://bookunitsteacher.com/wp/?p=6405
http://bookunitsteacher.com/wp/?p=6407
http://bookunitsteacher.com/wp/?p=6401
http://bookunitsteacher.com/wp/?p=6408
http://bookunitsteacher.com/wp/?p=6403
http://bookunitsteacher.com/wp/?p=6461


Thank you for downloading this lesson and organizer.  

The staggered flip could be 
used independently in an 
interactive notebook. 

Use as many outline 
pages as needed. Just 
keep stacking one on 
top of the other. 

The ‘Digging Deeper’ 
question is on the 
bottom of the outline 
pages. 

Collect all seven of 
Booker’s plot 
structures. Staple the 
entire stack together to 
form a book. 

Print on colored paper or 
just plain white. Students 
can color tabs on white 
paper to add a little color. 



Comedy 
Lesson and Organizer Part 1 

Three versions of the staggered flip organizer are offered on the next three pages: one with 
blanks where students write explanations and examples; one with the explanations provided but 
with blank spaces for students to write in key words; and one with the answers provided. The 
third copy of the organizer may be used as an answer key, for differentiated instruction, for 
students who were absent during instruction, or if you wish for the students to have cards already 
completed. 

 

Instructions for Assembling:  

1. Print the appropriate organizer(s) from the next three pages. 

2. Have students cut out each of the three rectangular boxes. 

3. Align the tops and staple the pages together. 

4. Have student fill in the missing information. 

 

Part 2  
An essay question is provided on the “Digging Deeper” page. An answer key for this page follows 
the “Digging Deeper” printable. 

 

Instructions for Assembling:  

The “Digging Deeper” page is designed for the staggered flip to be glued on the left side of the 
page and the examples from Part 3 (below) on top of the essay question. This format makes it 
easy for one or more of the parts to be eliminated depending on class time and student needs. 
Note: Collect all seven. The seven ‘Basic Plot Structures’ pages  may be stapled together to form 
a booklet. 

 

Part 3  
Printables for the students to outline three novels follow the “Comedy” plot outline. I recommend 
completing one printable as an example when first teaching this lesson. Students can work in 
small groups or complete the page as a whole class assignment.  

 

Instructions for Assembling: 

During the year as stories or novels are read that follow the “Comedy” plot, students can 
complete the other printables as needed. Staple or glue these pages on top of the first to form a 
staggered flip organizer on the right side to the page.  
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Comedy 

Plot Description 
Examples 
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Comedy 

Plot Description 
Examples 

One of Booker’s seven basic plots 
is 'Comedy.' Booker explains comedy as 
a specific series of events. Not 
everything that is funny fits into this 
category. 

The story begins with a large group of 
characters. The hero and the heroine 
can’t ______________ ____________. 
Everyone else thinks that they should 
be together. Unfortunately, something 
foolish keeps them 
apart.  _________________________ 
cause a series of _________________ 
situations. Sometimes the problem is 
________ ___________________ fault 
such as one of the characters is in a 
relationship with someone else. Other 
times, the problem is ___________ 
one’s fault. Either way, there is 
confusion, ____________________, 
and frustration. 

Misinterpretations make the situation 
_____________________. Characters 
pull farther and farther 
________________. Eventually, the 
________________comes out. 
Misunderstandings are explained. 
Characters’ ________________ 
change. The relationship is 
________________ through love and 
understanding. Everything gets sorted 
out. 

 

 

 

• Frozen 

• A Cinderella Story 

• Mama Mia 

• The Princess Bride 

• Tangled 

• ____________________________ 

• ____________________________ 

• ____________________________ 

• ____________________________ 

• ____________________________ 

• ____________________________ 

• ____________________________ 

• ____________________________ 

• ____________________________ 

• ____________________________ 

• ____________________________ 

• ____________________________ 

• ____________________________ 

• ____________________________ 
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Comedy 

Plot Description 
Examples 

One of Booker’s seven basic plots 
is 'Comedy.' Booker explains 
comedy as a specific series of 
events. Not everything that is 
funny fits into this category. 

The story begins with a large group 
of characters. The hero and the 
heroine can’t get together. 
Everyone else thinks that they 
should be together. Unfortunately, 
something foolish keeps them 
apart.  Misunderstandings cause a 
series of humorous 
situations. Sometimes the problem 
is one person’s fault such as one of 
the characters is in a relationship 
with someone else. Other times, 
the problem is no one’s fault. Either 
way, there is confusion, 
miscommunication, and frustration. 

Misinterpretations make the 
situation worse. Characters pull 
farther and farther apart. 
Eventually, the truth comes out. 
Misunderstandings are explained. 
Characters’ ideas change. The 
relationship is healed through love 
and understanding. Everything gets 
sorted out. 

 
 

• Pride and Prejudice 

• Clueless 

• Frozen 

• A Cinderella Story 

• Mama Mia 

• The Princess Bride 

• Tangled 

• Sixteen Candles 

• The Princess Diaries 

• Ella Enchanted 

• High School Musical 
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Glue the staggered flip organizer 
here. 

Discussion Question 
 
1. Which words best describes Stage 1 of ‘Comedy?’ Select all that apply. 
 
 
 
2.Which words best describes Stage 2 of ‘Comedy?’ Select all that apply. 
 
 
 
 
3. Which words best describes Stage 3 of ‘Comedy?’ 
 
 
 
 
4. Readers already know how the ‘Comedy’ is going to end. Girl meets boy, 
girl loses boy, girl gets the boy in the nick of time for the happy-ever-after. So, 
why do author’s write stories using this predictable story plot? 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

 
  Digging Deeper 
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miscommunication separation certainty frustration  

truth nightmare forgiveness darkness 

resolution forgiveness joy confusion 



Glue the staggered flip organizer 
here. 

Discussion Question 
 
1. Which words best describes Stage 1 of ‘Comedy?’ Select all that apply. 
 
 
 
2.Which words best describes Stage 2 of ‘Comedy?’ Select all that apply. 
 
 
 
 
3. Which words best describes Stage 3 of ‘Comedy?’ 
 
 
 
 
4. Readers already know how the ‘Comedy’ is going to end. Girl meets boy, 
girl loses boy, girl gets the boy in the nick of time for the happy-ever-after. So, 
why do author’s write stories using this predictablestory plot? 

Answers will vary. 

Point #1 - The book is light-hearted with funny parts. This creates a mood 
that is cheerful – a feel good type of story. Readers end the book with big 
smiles and teary eyes. 

Point #2 - Many people can empathize with the characters.  

Point #3 - Even though the ending is predictable, the story itself can be full of 
tension. Readers keep reading to see how the characters are going to work 
through difficult situations. 

Point #4 – This genre often helps readers escape from everyday worries. 

  

Digging Deeper 
© Gay Miller 

miscommunication separation certainty frustration  

truth nightmare forgiveness darkness 

resolution forgiveness joy confusion 



 
Title 

Outline a “Comedy” book using Booker’s Meta-Plot. 

Twilight Stage 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

Revelation Stage 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

Happy Ending 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

“Comedy”  

Booker explains comedy as a specific 
plot. Not everything that is funny fits into 
this category. 

Twilight Stage 

The story begins with a large group of 
characters. The hero and the heroine 
can’t get together. Everyone else thinks 
that they should be together, but there is 
something foolish keeping them apart. 
Sometimes the problem is one person’s 
fault such as one of the characters is in a 
relationship with someone else. Other 
times, the problem is no one’s fault such 
as a misunderstanding. Either way, there 
is confusion, miscommunication, and 
frustration. 

Revelation Stage 

Everything the characters do are 
misinterpreted and the situation grows 
worse. The situation pulls the characters 
farther and farther apart. 

Happy Ending 

The truth comes out. Misunderstandings 
are explained. The characters’ ideas 
change. The relationship is healed 
through love and understanding. 
Everything gets sorted out.  
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Title 

Outline a “Comedy” book using Booker’s Meta-Plot. 

Twilight Stage 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

Revelation Stage 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

Happy Ending 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.shmoop.com/ 

Shmoop is a great resource for students. 

Jane Austen’s books are good examples 
of ‘Comedy.’ These books are outlined 
using Booker’s Seven Basic Plot Analysis. 

Pride and Prejudice  

Emma 

Watch the movie trailer to get an 
overview of the plots. 

Pride and Prejudice Movie Trailer 

Emma Movie Trailer 
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https://www.shmoop.com/
https://www.shmoop.com/
https://www.shmoop.com/pride-and-prejudice/comedy-plot.html
https://www.shmoop.com/pride-and-prejudice/comedy-plot.html
https://www.shmoop.com/pride-and-prejudice/comedy-plot.html
https://www.shmoop.com/pride-and-prejudice/comedy-plot.html
https://www.shmoop.com/pride-and-prejudice/comedy-plot.html
https://www.shmoop.com/pride-and-prejudice/comedy-plot.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jz_P43jHN6w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1dYv5u6v55Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1dYv5u6v55Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1dYv5u6v55Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1dYv5u6v55Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1dYv5u6v55Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1dYv5u6v55Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1dYv5u6v55Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1dYv5u6v55Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1dYv5u6v55Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jz_P43jHN6w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jz_P43jHN6w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jz_P43jHN6w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jz_P43jHN6w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jz_P43jHN6w


 
Title  

Outline a “Comedy” book using Booker’s Meta-Plot. 

Twilight Stage 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

Revelation Stage 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

Happy Ending 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________ 
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Clark Chamberlain has a 30 
minute show talk show/podcast 
called The Book Editor Show. 
The show is meant to teach new 
writers how to improve their 
story writing.  
 
Show Number 31 discusses 
“Comedy.”  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZHTgVx7cwAM


Check out these book units for titles that contain the ‘Comedy’ story plot. 
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Cinderella-2319172
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Fairy-Tales-Volume-1-Snow-White-Sleeping-Beauty-Rumpelstiltskin-2319635


Visit me on  

http://www.pinterest.com/ 

lindagaymiller/ 

Visit my website at  

http://bookunitsteacher.com/ 

  

  

Credits 

http://www.pinterest.com/lindagaymiller/
http://www.pinterest.com/lindagaymiller/
http://www.pinterest.com/lindagaymiller/
http://www.pinterest.com/lindagaymiller/
http://bookunitsteacher.com/
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Gay-Miller
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Gay-Miller
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Gay-Miller
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Gay-Miller
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Gay-Miller
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Sarah-Pecorino-Illustration
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Krista-Wallden-Creative-Clips
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Educlips
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Teaching-In-The-Tongass
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Kimberly-Geswein-Fonts

