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This reading skills unit focuses on summarizing. All activities are 
provided in both digital and printable formats. The digital resources 

were created using Google Slides. You may convert the Google 
Slides to PowerPoint lessons for students to complete when they are 
not online. 

General Teaching 

· Vocabulary Practice – word and definition cards for practice + a 

test on these words 

· Question Stems by Grade Level 

· Unit Hook Activity 

Video Lessons with Organizers and Activities 

· Lesson 1 – Quick Summarizing Strategies 

Activity - Summarizing Fables 

· Lesson 2 – Quoting, Paraphrasing, and Summarizing 

Activity – Printable Story with Questions 

· Lesson 3 – Sticky Note Summary 

Activity – Printable Article for Practice 

· Lesson 4 – Tips for Highlighting, Writing, and Evaluating 

More Activities 

Activity 1 – Superhero Articles and Printables 

Activity 2 – Popeye Cartoon 
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found here. 
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To Do List 

Highlight topic sentences. 

Cross out information that is not necessary to understanding the passage. 

Cross out repeated information. 

In the margin of the piece write categories for lists. For example, baseball, football, soccer are 

sports. 

 

Checklist 

1. Did I rewrite the topic sentence (thesis statement) or main idea in my first sentence? 

2. Did I include the major supporting details? 

3. Did I remove all repetitive information? 

4. Is all non-essential information removed? 

5. Did I write my summary in paragraph form? 

6. Did I connect ideas with transition words? 

7. Is my paragraph free of my opinion? 

8. Does my paragraph present clear and balanced information? 

9. Did I capture the heart of the article? 

 

Stem Questions for Writing Summaries 

Write a summary. 

Get to the heart of the matter. 

Write the key concepts, ideas, or phrases. 

Sum up the information. 

What is the gist of the article? 

 



5 Ws and How 

 

Who is the primary person/character? 

What is the most important event or 
detail? What caused the event to occur? 

When did this event take place? 

Where did it happen? 

Why did it happen? Why did it develop the way it 
did? 

How is this important? OR How is the problem 
solved? OR How does this affect those involved? 

 

By placing the answers together in a string, 
students end up with a short paragraph with 2 to 3 
sentences. Here is the example from the anchor 
chart: 
  
  
  

Squanto helped the Pilgrims by teaching them how 
to survive in the Plymouth Colony in the New World 
after their hard first winter from 1620 to 1621. By 
teaching the Pilgrims how to grow crops, hunt, and 
fish the Pilgrims were able to survive. 
 

This link takes you to the printable organizers that 
are oriented as a portrait (not landscape) file and 

could not be added to this resources. 
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Somebody Wanted But So Strategy 
 

The Somebody Wanted But So Strategy provides a 
framework for readers to summarize the events in a story or 
a historical event by identifying the key elements. 
 
Someone - Character or Figure 
Wanted - Goal or Motivation 
Because - Reason Why 

But - Conflict 
So/Then - Resolution or Outcome  
 
Here is the example from the anchor chart: 
Someone - Christopher Columbus 
Wanted - to find a trade route to India 
Because - the current route was long and dangerous 

But - he didn't have men or ships 
So - he went to Queen Isabella and King Ferdinand 
Then  - set sail for what later became America. 
 
Here is another example from history. 
 
Molly Pitcher wanted to be with her husband but he was 

called to fight in the Revolutionary War, so she went with him 
then began volunteering to cook, carry water, and tend the 
wounded men. 
 
 

This link takes you to the printable 

organizers that are oriented as a portrait 

(not landscape) file and could not be 
added to this resources. 
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GIST 

 

GIST is a summarizing procedure that helps students 
understand complex texts. 

Divide the text into 4 to 5 sections. 

Read one section at a time, stopping to write a 

short summary (20 words or less). These often 
include the who, what, where, when, why, how 
statements for the section.  

Repeat with each section until the entire text is 
read. 

When all sections are completed, students use their 
statements to generate a longer summary of the 
text. 
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KIT CARSON AND THE BEARS 
Great men of one kind are known only in new countries like ours. These men discover new regions. They 

show other people how to live in a wild country. 

One of the most famous of such men was Kit Carson. He knew all about the wild animals. He was a great 

hunter. He learned the languages of the Native Americans. The Native Americans liked him. He was a 

great guide. He showed soldiers and settlers how to travel where they wished to go. 

Once he was marching through the wild country with other men. Evening came. He left the others and 

went to shoot something to eat. It was the only way to get meat for supper. When he had gone about a 

mile, he saw the tracks of some elks. He followed these tracks. He came in sight of the elks. They were 

eating grass on a hill as cows do. 

Kit Carson crept up behind some bushes. But elks are very timid animals. Before the hunter got very near, 

they began to run away. So Carson fired at one of them as it was running. The elk fell dead. 

Just at that moment he heard a roar. He turned to see what made this ugly noise. Two huge bears were 

running toward him. They wanted some meat for supper, too. 

Kit Carson's gun was empty. He threw it down. Then he ran as fast as he could. He wanted to find a tree. 

Just as the bears were about to seize him, he got to a tree. He caught hold of a limb. He swung himself up 

into the tree. The bears just missed getting him. 

But bears know how to climb trees. Carson knew that they would soon be after him. He pulled out his knife, 

and began to cut off a limb. He wanted to make a club. 

A bear is much larger and stronger than a man. He cannot be killed with a club. But every bear has one 

tender spot. It is his nose. He does not like to be hit on the nose. A sharp blow on the nose hurts him a 

great deal. 

Kit Carson got his club cut just in time. The bears were coming after him. Kit got up into the very top of the 

tree. He drew up his feet, and made himself as small as he could. 

When the bears came near, one of them reached for Kit. Whack! went the stick on the end of his nose. 

The bear drew back and whined with pain. 

First one bear tried to get him and then the other. But whichever one tried, Kit was ready. The bear was 

sure to get his nose hurt. 

The bears grew tired and rested awhile. But they kept up their screeching and roaring. When their noses 

felt better, they tried again. And then they tried again. But every time they came away with sore noses. At 

last they both tried at once. But Carson pounded faster than ever. One of the bears cried like a baby. The 

tears ran out of his eyes. It hurt his feelings to have his nose treated in this rude way. 

After a long time one of the bears got tired. He went away. After awhile the other went away too. Kit 

Carson stayed in the tree a long time. Then he came down. The first thing he did was to get his gun. He 

loaded it. But the bears did not come back. They were too busy rubbing noses. 
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Webbing  

Webbing is a graphic organizer strategy that 
provides visual bubbles illustrating how words, 
phrases, and ideas connect to a topic. 

Webbing is one type of semantic map along 
with the following: 

• timelines 

• Venn diagrams 

• outlines 

• hierarchical organizer 

If you want to learn more about semantic 

mapping, check out this blog post with printable 
teaching materials. 

© Gay Miller 

https://bookunitsteacher.com/wp/?p=5767
https://bookunitsteacher.com/wp/?p=5767
https://bookunitsteacher.com/wp/?p=5767


THE INDIA-RUBBER MAN 

Many years ago in the 1830s a strange-looking man was sometimes seen in the 

streets of New York. His cap was made of India rubber. So was his coat. He 

wore a rubber waistcoat. Even his cravat was of India rubber. He wore rubber 

shoes in dry weather. People called this man "The India-rubber man." 

His name was Charles Goodyear. He was very poor. He was trying to find out 

how to make India rubber useful. 

India-rubber trees grow in South America. The juice of these trees is something 

like milk or cream. By drying this juice, India rubber is made. 

The people in Brazil have no glass to make bottles with. A long time ago they 

learned to make bottles out of rubber. More than a hundred years ago some 

of these rubber bottles were brought to this country. The people in this country 

had never seen India rubber before. They thought the bottles made out of it by 

the Indians very curious. 

In this country, rubber was used only to rub out pencil marks. That is why we 

call it rubber. People in South America learned to make a kind of heavy shoe 

out of it. But these shoes were hard to make. They cost a great deal when they 

were sold in this country. 

Men tried to make rubber shoes in this country. They got the rubber from Brazil. 

Rubber shoes made in this country were cheaper than those brought from 

South America. But they were not good. They would freeze till they were as 

hard as stones in winter. That was not the worst of it. In summer they would 

melt. Goodyear was trying to find out a way to make rubber better. He 

wanted to get it so that it would not melt in summer. He wanted to get a 

rubber that would not get hard in cold weather. The first rubber coats that 

were made were so hard in cold weather, that they would stand alone, and 

look like a man. 

Goodyear wanted to try his rubber. That is why he wore a rubber coat and a 

rubber waistcoat and a rubber cravat. That is why he wore a rubber cap and 

rubber shoes when it was not raining. He made paper out of rubber, and wrote 

a book on it. He had a doorplate made of it. He even carried a cane made of 

India rubber. It is no wonder people called him the India-rubber man. 

He was very poor. Sometimes he had to borrow money to buy rubber with. 

Sometimes his friends gave him money to keep his family from starving. 

Sometimes there was no wood and no coal in the house in cold weather. 

© Gay Miller 



But Goodyear kept on trying. He thought that he was just going to find out. Years went by, and still he kept on trying. 

One day he was mixing some rubber with sulphur. It slipped out of his hand. It fell on the hot stove. But it did not melt. Goodyear 

was happy at last. That night it was cold. Goodyear took the burned piece of rubber out of doors and nailed it to the kitchen 

door. When morning came, he went and got it. It had not frozen. 

He was now sure that he was on the right track. But he had to find out how to mix and heat his rubber and sulphur. He was too 

poor to buy rubber to try with. Nobody would lend him any more money. His family had to live by the help of his friends. He had 

already sold almost everything that he had. Now he had to sell his children's school books to get money to buy rubber with. 

At last his rubber goods were made and sold. Poor men who had to stand in the rain could now keep themselves dry. People 

could walk in the wet with dry feet. A great many people are alive who would have died if they had not been kept dry by India 

rubber. 

You may count up, if you can, how many useful things are made of rubber. We owe them all to one man. People laughed at 

Goodyear once. But at last they praised him. To be "The India-rubber man" was something to be proud of. 

 

Add details to the bubble map for each main category to summarize Charles Goodyear. 

Charles 
Goodyear 

Family 

Discovery 

Problems & 
Hardships 

Quest to 
Find… 
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Two-Column Notes  
 
When using Two-Column Notes, a piece of 
paper is folded in half forming two columns. The 
left-hand column is used for outlining the text 
using broad concepts such as headings and 
subheadings. The right-hand column is used for 
supporting details. 
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THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER 

Everybody in the United States has heard the song 

about the star-spangled banner. Nearly everybody has 

sung it. It was written by Francis Scott Key. 

Key was a young lawyer. In the War of 1812, he fought 

with the American army. The British landed soldiers in 

Maryland. At Bladensburg they fought and beat the 

Americans. Key was in this battle on the American side. 

After the battle the British army took Washington, and 

burned the public buildings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Key had a friend who was taken prisoner by the British. 

He was on one of the British ships. Key went to the ships 

with a flag of truce. A flag of truce is a white flag. It is 

carried in war when one side sends a message to the 

other. 

When Key got to the British ships, they were sailing to 

Baltimore. 

They were going to try to take Baltimore. The British 

commander would not let Key go back. He was afraid 

that he would let the Americans know where the ships 

were going.   

Key was kept a kind of prisoner while the ships attacked 

Baltimore. The ships tried to take the city by firing at it 

from the water. The 

British army tried to take the city on the land side. 

The ships did their worst firing at night. They tried to take 

the little fort near the city. Key could see the battle. He 

watched the little fort. He was afraid that the men in it 

would give up. He was afraid that the fort would be 

broken down by the cannon balls. 

 

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________
____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________
____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________
____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________
____________________________ 

In the box to 

the right, 

create an 

outline of the 

article about 

The Star-

Spangled 

Banner and 

Francis Scott 

Key.  
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The British fired bomb-shells and rockets at the fort. When these burst, they 

made a light. By this light Key could see that the little fort was still standing. He 

could see the flag still waving over it. He tells this in his song in these words:— 

     "And the rocket's red glare, the bombs bursting in air 

     Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there." 

 

But after many hours of fighting the British became discouraged. They found 

that they could not take the city. The ships almost ceased to fire. 

Key did not know whether the fort had been knocked down or not. He could 

not see whether the flag was still flying or not. He thought that the Americans 

might have given up. He felt what he wrote in the song:— 

     "Oh! say, does that star-spangled banner yet wave 

     O'er the land of the free, and the home of the brave?" 

 

When the break of day came, Key looked toward the fort. It was still standing. 

There was a flag flying over it. It grew lighter. He could see that it was the 

American flag. His feelings are told in two lines of the song:— 

     "Tis the star spangled banner, oh, long may it wave 

     O'er the land of the free, and the home of the brave!" 

 

Key was full of joy. He took an old letter from his pocket. The back of this letter 

had no writing on it. Here he wrote the song about the star-spangled banner. 

The British commander now let Key go ashore. When he got to Baltimore, he 

wrote out his song. He gave it to a friend. This friend took it to a printing office. 

But the printers had all turned soldiers. They had all gone to defend the city. 

There was one boy left in the office. He knew how to print. He took the verses 

and printed them on a broad sheet of paper. 

The printed song was soon in the hands of the soldiers around Baltimore. It 

was sung in the streets. It was sung in the theaters. It traveled all over the 

country. Everybody learned to sing:— 

     "Then conquer we must, for our cause it is just; 

     And this be our motto—'In God is our trust'— 

     And the star-spangled banner in triumph shall wave 

     O'er the land of the free, and the home of the brave." 

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________
____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________
____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________
____________________________ 
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Jigsaw Reading 

A text is divided into numbered sections. The 
class is then numbered with the corresponding 
numbers. All #1’s form a small group, #2’s form a 
group, and so on. Members of the small groups 
read and discuss their assigned section of the 

text making sure everyone in the group 
understands the piece well enough to explain it 
to someone else. 

The class then regroups. This time each group 
contains one #1, one #2, one #3, one #4, and so 
on. Each member of the new group tells the 

others in turn about his/her studied section of the 
text. Basically, the students become teachers 
explaining the material in the segment that had 
been read and discussed with the first group to 
the members of the second group. 
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DOCTOR KANE IN THE FROZEN SEA 
Kane was a doctor in one of the war ships of the United States. He had sailed about the world a great deal. 
When he heard that ships were to be sent into the icy seas of the north, he asked to be sent along. He went 
the first time as a doctor. Then he wanted to find out more about the frozen ocean. So he went again as 
captain of a ship. His ship was called the "Advance." 
Kane sailed into the icy seas. His ship was driven far into the ice by a furious storm. She was crowded by ice-
bergs. At one time she was lifted clear out of the water. The ship seemed ready to fall over on her side. But 
the ice let her down again. Then she was squeezed till the men thought that she would be crushed like an 

egg shell At last the storm stopped. Then came the awful cold. The ship was frozen into the ice. The ice 
never let go of her. She was farther north than any ship had ever been before. But she was so fast in the ice 
that she never could get away. 
In that part of the world it is night nearly all winter. For months there was no sun at all. Daylight came again. 
It was now summer, but it did not get warm. Doctor Kane took sleds, and went about on the ice to see what 
he could see. The sleds were drawn by large dogs. But nearly all of the dogs died in the long winter night. 
Doctor Kane thought that the ice would melt. He wanted to get the ship out. But the ice did not melt at all. 

At last the summer passed away. Another awful winter came. The sun did not rise any more. It was dark for 
months and months. The men were ill. Some of them died. They were much discouraged. But Kane kept up 
his heart, and did the best he could. 
At last the least little streak of light could be seen. It got a little lighter each day. But the sick men down in the 
cabin of the ship could not see the light. 
Doctor Kane said to himself, "If my poor men could see this sunlight, it would cheer them up. It might save 
their lives." But they were too ill to get out where they could see the sun. It would be many days before the 

sun would shine into the cabin of the ship. The men might die before that time. 
So Doctor Kane took some looking glasses up to the deck or top of the ship. He fixed one of these so it would 
catch the light of the sun. Then he fixed another so that the first one would throw the light on this one. The 
last one would throw the sunlight down into the cabin where the sick men were. 
One day the poor fellows were ready to give up. Then the sun fell on the looking glasses, and flashed down 
into the cabin. It was the first daylight the sick men had seen for months. The long winter night was over. 
Think how happy they were! 

JIGSAW PART 1 
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A DINNER ON THE ICE 
After two winters of cold and darkness, Doctor Kane made up his mind to leave the ship fast in the ice. He 
wanted to get to a place in Green-land where there were people living. Then he might find some way of 
getting home again. 
The men started out, drawing the boats on sleds. Whenever they came to open water, they put the boats 
into the water, and took the sleds in the boats. When they came to the ice again, they had to draw out 
their boats, and carry them on the sleds. At first they could travel only about a mile a day. 

It was a hard journey. Some of the men were ill. These had to be drawn on the sleds by the rest. They had 
not enough food. At one time they rested three days in a kind of cave. Here they found many birds' eggs. 
These made very good food for them. At another place they stayed a week. They stayed just to eat the 
eggs of the wild birds. 
After they left this place, they were hungry. The men grew thinner and thinner. It seemed that they must die 
for want of food. But one day they saw a large seal. He was floating on a piece of ice. The hungry men 
thought, "What a fine dinner he would make for us!" If they could get the seal, they would not die of hunger. 

Every one of the poor fellows trembled for fear the seal would wake up. A man named Petersen took a gun, 
and got ready to shoot. The men rowed the boat toward the seal. They rowed slowly and quietly. But the 
seal waked up. He raised his head. The men thought that he would jump off into the water. Then they might 
all die for want of food. 
Doctor Kane made a motion to Petersen. That was to tell him to shoot quickly. But Petersen did not shoot. 
He was so much afraid that the seal would get away, that he could not shoot. The seal now raised himself a 
little more. He was getting ready to jump into the water. Just then Petersen fired. The seal fell dead on the 

ice. 
The men were wild with joy. They rowed the boats with all their might. When they got to the seal, they 
dragged it farther away from the water. They were so happy, that they danced on the ice. Some of them 
laughed. Some were so glad, that they cried. Then they took their knives and began to cut up the seal. They 
had no fire on the ice, and they were too hungry to think of lighting one. So they ate the meat of the seal 
without waiting to cook it. 

JIGSAW PART 2 
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DOCTOR KANE GETS OUT OF THE FROZEN SEA 
After they got the seal, Doctor Kane and his men traveled on. Sometimes they were on the ice. Sometimes 
they were in the boats. The men were so weak, that they could hardly row the boats. They were so hungry, 
that they could not sleep well at night. 
One day they were rowing, when they heard a sound. It came to them across the water. It did not sound like 
the cry of sea birds. It sounded like people's voices. 

"Listen!" Doctor Kane said to Petersen. 
Petersen spoke the same language as the people of Greenland. He listened. The sound came again. 
Petersen was so glad, that he could hardly speak. He told Kane in a half whisper, that it was the voice of 
someone speaking his own language. It was some Greenland men in a boat. 
The next day they got to a Greenland town. Then they got into a little ship going to England. They knew that 
they could get home from England. But the ship stopped at another Greenland town. While they were there, 
a steamer was seen. It came nearer. They could see the stars and stripes flying from her mast. It was an 

American steamer sent to find Doctor Kane. 
Doctor Kane and his men were full of joy. They pushed their little boat into the water once more. This little 
boat was called the "Faith." It had carried Kane and his men hundreds of miles in icy seas. 
Once more the men took their oars, and rowed. This time they rowed with all their might. They held up the 
little flag that they had carried farther north than anybody had ever been before. They rowed straight to the 
steamer. 
In the bow of the boat was a little man with a tattered red shirt. He could see that the captain of the boat 

was looking at him through a spyglass. 
The captain shouted to the little man, "Is that Doctor Kane?" 
The little man in the red shirt shouted back, "Yes!" 
Doctor Kane and his men had been gone more than two years. People had begun to think that they had all 
died. This steamer had been sent to find out what had become of them. When the men on the steamer 
heard that this little man in the red shirt was Doctor Kane himself, they sent up cheer after cheer. In a few 
minutes more, Doctor Kane and his men were on the steamer. They were now safe among friends. They were 

sailing away toward their homes. 

JIGSAW PART 3 
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