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From the President’s Pen… 

Notes from Brenda 
 

     Dear Johnson County Sisters, 

  It is certainly a unique season that we have embarked upon 

with the spread of Covid-19 and the search to find ways to stay 

connected as we hope for some sense of normalcy in it all.  I must say 

that I am so honored to be amidst such a great group of ladies as we 

try to move forward and keep our organization and membership 

together. 

  It has been a great blessing to see you who are still in the 

classroom step forward as always to serve the children in sacrificial 

ways and to see all of you who are still seeking out the best way for us to 

carry on our chapter projects as well.  That simply reinforces that we 

only have the best in our organization. I want to encourage you to 

stay the course through this storm.  I don’t understand it, but I believe 

we will come out closer and stronger on the other side of it all. 

  Thank you, on behalf of Teresa and myself, for this opportunity 

to serve in this capacity for this time. With your help and input, I am 

sure it will be a wonderful experience.   

 

Much love,  

Brenda  

  



New Officers 
Congratulations to our new officers! 

President - Teresa Mullen and Brenda Potter 

1st Vice President - Laura Baird 

2nd Vice President - Alicia Baugess  

Treasurer - Barbara Henson 

Recording/Corresponding Secretary - Carol Hieronymus 

Shelia Cruse - Parliamentarian 

  



Chapter Activities for 2020-2021 
September- Grant-in-Aid Award, fill out prospect cards 

November- (Bring washcloths) We will make teddy bears out of washcloths to donate 

December-No Meeting 

January-No Meeting - Meet at Doe Elementary to help with after school program - We will be 

making Valentine Cards for the nursing home. 

February-Raise money for Schools for Africa (bring a book to be auctioned off) 

March-Good Neighbor Reception 

April-Induction and Dinner Out 

May-Dues need to be paid, bring stuffed animals to meeting to donate to our local sheriff’s 
department 

  

 
 
Hostess Committees for 2020-2022 

 
September  Gay Miller, Christi Blankenbeckler, Vida Bunting, Sadie Lundy, Barbara Henson, 
Beverly McKinney, Leni Smith 

 
October  Teresa Mullen, Evelyn Ainsworth, Rose Rasmusen, Carol Stout, Sheree Schmees 

 

November  Nancy Davis, Carol Hieronymus, Brenda Potter 
 

February Shelia Cruse, Andy Wright, Ginger Johnson 
 

March Alicia Bauguess. Laura Baird, Trudy Kittle, Evelyn Cook 
 

April Dinner out! 

 

  



Committees for 2020-2022 
 

Chapter History- Andy Wright* 

 
Chapter Projects (Literacy/Imagination Library, New Teacher Items) 

Christi Blankenbeckler*, Sheree Schmees, Bev  McKinney,Evelyn Cook 
 

Communication/ Publicity/ Technology- Gay Miller*, Shelia Cruse 
 

Educational Excellence- (SFA, Good Neighbor, Scarecrow, chair write a  

    Congratulations letter to each Teacher of the Year) 
    *Shelia Cruse, Evelyn Ainsworth, Sadie Lundy 

 
Finance- Nancy Davis*, Carol Stout 

 
Membership (Social Events, Gamma Mu Achievement Award, Initiation,        

Founder’s Day) *Leni Smith, Trudy Kittle 
 

Rules/Planning- (Strategic Action Plan) Carol Stout*, Vida Bunting 
 

Scholarship- Ginger Johnson*, Rose Rasmussen 
 

***OFFICERS- You are invited to work with any/all committees as they will need our support!  

Thank you!! 

 

  

Special Note 

 

Teresa needs 

everyone’s current 

contact 

information. 



Educational Issue 

Have you ever noticed how quickly educational trends change? Today the best program, fad, 
or technique is a must and even a requirement for teachers. A year or two later, take out the 

old and bring in the new. Teachers can soon become overwhelmed with keeping up. Writing 
lesson plans is one area this is obvious. 

Dozens and dozens of strategies go into writing lesson plans. Using different strategies to 
change lesson plans to meet the individual needs of students, teacher strengths, student 

learning styles, and content is a must. This is not the concern. 

So, what IS the problem? 

The problem is not with teaching methods but rather with the required format that must be 

turned in on a weekly basis. Teachers spend hours on Sunday afternoon creating detailed 
lessons. These paper laden plans must be checked by someone who will never see the 

lesson. 

Do you remember Units of Practice (UOP)? This was the model to beat all models. Inservice 

training was provided for teachers to learn how to create lesson plans using this model. For a 
year, maybe two, evaluations were based on if teachers were creating lesson plans based on 

this model. Then this model was abandoned for the next, then the next, and the next. 

Teachers should use planning time for planning. Researching creative ideas, gathering 

needed materials, setting up lessons, and a dozen other necessary steps to teach the lesson 
should be the focus. Writing pages of information using the ‘specific format of the day’ is a 

huge waste of valuable time. 

Lesson Plans that Work 

Five Step Lesson Plan Model 

Are you wondering how to create a lesson plan that works? No, you don’t need a detailed 

chart. Stick to the 5 step model. 

Hook (Engage students. Connect to prior learning. List lesson goals.) 

Introduction (Provide direct instruction. Model new skills. Check for understanding.) 

Guided Practice (Facilitate student work.) 

Independent Practice (Assign classwork or homework.) 

Closure (Summarize learning.) 

Bloom 

Be sure the activities in the 5 step model progress in complexity. The best way to do this is 
to group activities. 



 

Remember and Understand (List things you know. Write a summary. Explain to a 
partner. Identify mistakes. Classify objects.) 

Apply and Analyze (Interpret a situation. Explain how the parts go together. Analyze 
information.) 

Evaluate and Create (Report on a topic. Write a creative essay. Design a poster. Draw a 
comic strip. Create an advertising campaign. Solve a problem. Explain strengths and 

weaknesses. Justify decisions. List criticisms.) 

 

Do You Need Help Writing Lesson Plans? 

Final advice…Keep the paperwork to a minimum. After all, lesson plans are merely guides. 

Think: 

 Do I really need to list materials? 

 Can I come up with higher order questions on my own? Do I need a list of questions? 

 What is required by my administrators? 

 Is it necessary to write out standards or will numbers do? 

 Do I really need to write out a step-by-step guide? 

 

Remember, teaching comes naturally for those in the profession. Let your heart be your 
guide. 

 

  



Recognitions…  

Nancy passes the gavel to Brenda and Teresa. 
Thank you, Nancy, for being an awesome 

president. AND thank you Teresa and Brenda for 
stepping in to be our next chapter co-presidents.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Upcoming Dates and 
Announcements… 

 

Our Next Meeting  

Our next meeting is planned for 
Tuesday, September 22, at 4:30 via 
Zoom. Please look for your zoom link 

in your email.  

 

 Our Next Meeting Activities 

Grant-in-Aid Award, fill out 

prospect cards 

 

Upcoming Events 

10/05/2020 - World Teacher 

Appreciation Day 
 

10/11/2020 - DKG Goes Country 
- Virtual Country Concert with 

2Country4Nashville 

 

Further Out 

6/3-5/2021 - Tennessee State 

Organization Convention 

7/7-10/2021 - International 
Conference: Portland, OR 

7/21-24/2021 - International 

Conference: San Antonio, TX 

7/28-31/2021 - International 

Conference: Tampere, Finland 

 

See the full list of upcoming 
events at the Tennessee State 

Organization of the Delta Kappa 
Kappa Society International 

website.  
 

 
 

  

https://www.xistate.org/calendar-at-a-glance
https://www.xistate.org/calendar-at-a-glance
https://www.xistate.org/calendar-at-a-glance


Just for Fun … 

As we haven’t had an in person meeting for a while, I looked back at previous September 

newsletters for a great recipe to share. This one came from Barb. I remember how delicious 

it was. 

Parmesan Chicken 

 
1 c Ritz cracker crumbs 

¼ c + 2 T parmesan cheese 
1 t. dried parsley 

1 t. salt 

¼ t. pepper 
1 t. garlic powder 

6 chicken pieces (boneless & skinless) 
1 stick of melted butter 

 
Combine 1-6 ingredients and stir thoroughly. Rinse chicken in cold water and pat dry. Dip in 

butter & then roll in crumbs. Sprinkle remaining crumbs on chicken and then drizzle with 
leftover butter. Bake at 350 for 45 mins. to an hour. 

 

Inspirational Quote… 

The wise teacher knows that 55 minutes of work plus 5 minutes laughter are worth twice as 

much as 60 minutes of unvaried work. 

Gilbert Highet 

 

 


