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From the President’s Pen… 

Notes from Nancy 
 
      

     The holidays are upon us! I love this time of year with all the sights, sounds 
and smells of Thanksgiving and Christmas. It is a joyous time of year to be with 
loved ones and create memories that last a lifetime. 
      Unfortunately, many aren’t as fortunate as you and I and need our help. I 
was SO very proud of the outpouring of love Gamma Mu displayed with the 
numerous books and stuffed animals for the children in our county who are 
hurting and going through a rough time. Many children will feel your love and 
support not only through the holidays but well into the New Year. THANK YOU! 
      I am thankful for you and your dedication to our Society. May your holidays 
be filled with many blessings! 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                             
                                                                                              

Nancy 

  



 October Meeting 

  

A special thanks to Teresa Mullen, Evelyn 
Ainsworth, Rose Rasmussen, Carol Stout 

for the delicious refreshments. 

 



 

  

We had a terrific meeting. Chapter 

members were very generous with 

donated children’s books and 

stuffed animals to present to the 

sheriff’s department.  These are 

going to be used when children are 

involved in a police action.   

 

Carol passed pecans out at the meeting. 

The bags will cost $12.00 which will give the 

chapter a profit of $3.11 per bag. 

 



 Educational Issue Essay 
From Reel-to-Reel Films to Individual Devices  
When I think back over my years of teaching, I am blown away at how 

technology has completely changed the way students learn. 

In the early 1980’s, teachers who wanted to use 

technology in the classroom checked out reel-to-

reel films. I thought I was cutting edge when I 

came up with this idea. I took a large refrigerator 

box and spray painted it black. Next, the box was 

decorated to look like a haunted house. A door was 

cut in one side for students to “crawl” inside. There, 

students sat on soft cushiony pillows and held a flashlight to read Halloween 

picture books. Are you ready for the technology device? A cassette tape player 

(Does anyone remember the Walkman?) read the stories. Students were 

engaged and begged for a turn inside the “haunted house.” Students’ favorite 

book was In a Dark, Dark Room and Other Scary Stories. 

The next big innovation for the classroom was the 

television with a VHS player. Students didn’t have to 

wait for reel-to-reel films to be delivered to the school. 

The school librarian supplied all types of educational 

tapes for students to watch.  

A few years later, the Apple IIe was released. Our school had a lab. Imagine 

being able to take a classroom of students into a lab to play educational games 

such as Oregon Trail, a huge hit with students. 

In 1993, teachers at our school received their first email address. Training took 

place at a nearby college that had a lab connected to the Internet. We sat in 

that lab and looked up topics of interest. Pages of text (no images back then)  

appeared on the screen. We even sent emails to 

our co-workers across the room. Wow! You could 

send a message anywhere in the world, and it 

would be there in seconds. We knew what 

Alexander Graham Bell felt in 1876 when he made 

the first successful telephone call. 

  



By the end of the century, our school obtained a grant through the Mattel 

Foundation. With the funds our school received, a new computer lab was 

constructed with computers connected to the Internet. Students were 

researching, visiting places around the world through live cameras, and building 

webpages for contests such as ThinkLink. 

Next came SmartBoards and document cameras. 

Students no longer had to wait for assigned times to 

go to the computer lab. Full Internet lessons could 

take place in the classroom. 

Then, every sixth grader in our school system received 

an iPad. These one-to-one devices brought technology 

to every student, every day.  

According to the National Center of Educational 

Statistics, 94% of children between the ages of 3-18 

have a computer in their home with 61% having 

Internet access. The Hechinger Report states that that  

in 2017 twice as many students were assigned 

some type of mobile device to use in school such 

as laptops or tablets compared to 2015. These 

devices are making a difference. Students are 

taking more notes in class, doing Internet 

research, creating documents to share, and 

collaborating on projects more than ever before. 

Do you wonder what is coming next?  

 

Here are a few cutting edge things to do with students: 

Boom Learning is a website where students interact with digital task cards. Here 

is a link to free resources on their site to give it a try.  

Google Apps – If you want to give Google Apps a try, click here for a fun 
activity. 

  

https://wow.boomlearning.com/search?collection=Decks&sort=price&order=1
https://www.bookunitsteacher.com/shortfilms/animatedshorts3.pdf


Recognitions…  

I rarely share news about myself, 
but this has been a long time 
coming. My son Matthew is officially 
engaged. He took Ashley up for a 
helicopter ride over the ocean to 
propose.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Upcoming Dates and 
Announcements… 

 

 Our Next Meeting  

November meeting – MONDAY,                             
November 25th 

Tennessee State Convention                                           
June 4-6, 2020 

International Convention                                               
Philadelphia, PA 
July 7-11, 2020 

 
Educational Websites  
 

 
 

Just for Fun … 

The Easiest Thanksgiving Dessert Ever 

INGREDIENTS 
2 eggs 
1 (19 ounce) can pumpkin pie filling 

1 (12 ounce) can condensed milk 

2 teaspoons cinnamon 
1 teaspoon nutmeg 

1 (18 ounce) box yellow cake mix (9x13 size) 
1 cup butter, melted 

  

1. In a large mixing bowl, whisk the eggs. 

2. Stir in the pumpkin pie filling, condensed 
milk, and spices. 

3. Pour into a greased 9x13 pan. 
4. Sprinkle the DRY cake mix over the 

pumpkin mixture. 
5. Carefully pour the melted butter over top. 

6. Bake at 350 for 50-60 minutes until set. 
7. Cool to room temperature then 

refrigerate. 

8. Serve with Cool Whip on the side. 

 

 

You’ll have to act fast. This group of 
upper elementary bloggers is hosting a 

special blog hop! The first part includes 
sharing a paid resource for just two 

days [Sunday 11/24 and Monday 
11/25]. Each post will also hold raffle 

for a $25 Teachers Pay Teacher gift 
card. You can begin with Laura 

Candler’s post.  

https://www.lauracandler.com/sharing-our-blessings/
https://www.lauracandler.com/sharing-our-blessings/


Inspirational Quote… 

A teacher ignites the fire that fuels a student's thirst for 

knowledge, curiosity, and wisdom. 

 


