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From the President’s Pen… 

      
  Thank you to all who went to Doe in January and helped the students make Valentine cards. 
The students were so creative and much fun was had by all (students AND chapter 

members!). 

 
     This is a busy time of year for our chapter! We have many upcoming event… 
 

     At our February meeting we will induct Sheree Schmees and welcome Evelyn Cook back 

to the chapter! We will hear the slate of in-coming officers, discuss the decorations for the 
TSO Convention and have a book review! 

     Our March meeting will be the reception for The Good Neighbors. It is our intent that by 
making this a chapter meeting many members will be able to attend. The reception is a VERY 

special time for everyone. It is a great time to visit with the students and talk with local and 
state officials. This year we will be meeting in the FCC Educational building. 

      April will bring our installation of new officers and dinner at Lois’s Café. We will also be 
collecting stuffed animals for the local sheriff’s department. 

      In May there will be a meeting in Knoxville for new officers. I strongly recommend that 
our new officers attend. You will gather valuable information and meet other ladies across 

the state who hold the same office as you. Networking is a powerful tool! 
      June is the TSO Convention. Please make plans to attend so we will have many ladies to 

help decorate for the Awards Luncheon. I know our favors will be awesome! 
      July is the International Convention in Philadelphia, PA. This is a fantastic opportunity to 

see the Society globally. DKG is all over the world and this convention really supports our 

worldwide endeavors. At this point I am planning to drive, so if anyone would like to travel 
with me I would love it! 

 
     THANK YOU for ALL you do for our chapter. It takes all of us to keep the chapter going 

and growing! Have a wonderful week! See you soon! 

 
                                                                                              

Nancy 

  



 November Meeting 

  Our November meeting couldn’t have been 
any better with great food and fellowship. A 

program was presented by Mr. Mike and 
Sheriff Eddie Tester (Part 2 of 2) on 

Situational Awareness. Nancy Davis, Carol 
Hieronymus, and Brenda Potter provided 

outstanding refreshments. Be sure to look at 
Brenda’s recipe below. 

 



 

 

 

  

Just for Fun … 

We are in for a real treat. This newsletter contains not 1 but 2 delicious recipes served at 

previous meetings. 
 

Ding Dong Cake by: Carol Stout 
 
Cake recipe 

1 ¾ cup all-purpose flour 
2 cups granulated sugar 

¾ cup unsweetened cocoa powder 
2 tsp. baking soda 

1 tsp. baking powder 
1 tsp. kosher salt 

1 cup buttermilk, room temperature 
½ cup vegetable oil 

2 extra large eggs, room temperature 

2 tsp. McCormick pure vanilla extract 
1 cup freshly brewed coffee 

 
Filling 

5 Tbsp. All-purpose flour 
1 cup whole milk 

1 tsp. Vanilla 
1 cup (2 sticks) buttermilk 

1 cup granulated sugar 
 

Ganache 
11 oz. Semi-sweet chocolate morsels (can use milk chocolate) 

½ cup heavy cream, room temperature 
 

Cake: 

Sift flour, sugar, cocoa, baking soda, baking powder, and salt into bowl and mix. 
In another bowl, combine buttermilk, oil eggs, and vanilla.  At low speed, slowly add dry 

ingredients. Still on low add the coffee and stir just to combine, scraping the bowl. Pour 
into 9” prepared pans. Bake 28 minutes. Cool on rack. 

 
Filling: 

Mix flour, milk, and vanilla. Cook until thick and smooth. Beat for 8-10 minutes. Cool in 
refrigerator. Beat butter and sugar together till creamy. Add cooked mixture.  Beat for 3-4 

minutes until it resembles whipped cream. Spread on bottom layer of cake. Add top layer. 
 

Ganache: 
Heat cream in microwave. Pour over the chocolate morsels. Let set for a minute to melt 

morsels. Stir until smooth. Pour over cake, spread on sides.   
ENJOY!!! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recognitions…  

Evelyn left the chapter to have more time to 
devote to theater. We are so lucky to have her 

return. Welcome Back!!   

 
At our last meeting Nancy introduced Nathan 

Jones, music teacher at JCHS. He was presented 
the chapter grant-in-aid check from Barbara 

Henson. The money will be used to help students 
who are interest in playing guitar. 

 
Congratulations, Nathan! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Upcoming Dates and 
Announcements… 

 

 Our Next Meeting Tuesday,                             
 February 25 

 
We will induct Sheree Schmees and 

welcome Evelyn Cook back to the 
chapter! We will hear the slate of in-

coming officers, discuss the 
decorations for the TSO Convention, 

and have a book review! 

Other Dates  

Tennessee State Convention                                           
June 4-6, 2020 

International Convention                                               
Philadelphia, PA 

July 7-11, 2020 

 
 

 

  

Corn Salad by Brenda 

2 cans drained corn 

1 small onion (chopped) 

½ green pepper (chopped) 

½ red pepper (chopped) 

1 cup mayo 

2 cups cheese (cheddar) 

½ bag chili Fritos (to be added prior to serving) 

Mix together all ingredients except for Fritos. Add 

those prior to serving. Serve with dip Fritos or 

dipping tortilla chips. 

 



Political Issue Essay by Sheila 
 

2010 to Now: A Turbulent Decade for Schools 

I have paraphrased much of this excellent article for this newsletter. Written by 

Evie Blad and Andrew Ujifusa and published in Education Week on December 18, 

2019, I found it a useful, informative and thought-provoking read.  

“The new year brings to a close a decade of stormy education policy debates and challenging 

issues for the nation’s schools. Between 2010 and 2020, enrollment in the U.S. public schools 

grew more diverse. The public narrative on the teaching profession swung between calls to 

fire ineffective educators and sympathy for those who must work two jobs to keep up with 

their bills.“ 

Here’s a list – in no particular order – of 5 (of the authors’ 10) education policy milestones 

and flashpoints from the last decade. 

The Every Student Succeeds Act 

The legal authorization for the No Child Left Behind Act, expired late in 

2007. The annual tests required and the ways that they were being 

used to evaluate teachers and schools became a serious issue. What 

followed in its place was the Every Student Succeeds Act approved at 

the end of 2015. ESSA kept the annual tests in place but restricted the 

federal government’s role in policies which allowed them to be used for 

teacher evaluations and school improvement. 

Obama Makes His Mark 

In 2009, a stimulus bill under President Obama provided to states “if 

they if they agreed to adopt certain policies, such as using test 

scores to measure teachers’ effectiveness, and in what was seen as 

an implicit endorsement of the Common Core State Standards. 

Separately, School Improvement Grants were provided to districts 

that agreed to implement certain strategies to turn around 

struggling schools, such as firing principals.” 

Common Core and Testing 

“Perhaps no education issue generated more heat over the last decade 

than the Common Core State Standards.” There has been much 

debate and division surrounding this. Some believe common core did 

not provide a step forward for standards. Others believe a line was 

crossed and states were not encouraged, but coerced, to adopt them. 

Still others feared the companion tests would be inappropriately used 

for teacher and school accountability. 



 “Meanwhile, recent U.S. student scores on international exams have once again called into 

question just how effective the common core has been.” 

School Shootings and Safety Debates 

We all remember when, in December 2012, a gunman at Sandy Hook 

Elementary School in Newtown, Conn., shot and killed 26 people. 20 

were young children, six were educators. 

The number of victims and the age of the children created increased 

conversations about safety in our schools and gun laws, as well as 

discussions about how schools respond to the needs of disconnected 

and isolated students. However, “Congress failed to pass any new gun 

laws or to close loopholes in the background check system.” 

Then, in 2018, large-scale mass shootings at schools in Parkland, FL and Santa Fe, TX 

resulted in the deaths of 27 people. President Trump formed a federal school safety 

commission that recommended schools consider arming teachers. 

Certainly, the safety of our students and faculty are in the front of the mind of every 

administrator, teacher, and parent, and I dare say in many cases, the students. Policymakers 

at every level must struggle with concerns for students’ safety, “while being mindful of 

student privacy, civil rights, limited budgets and concerns about creating overly fortified 

school buildings.” 

Student Enrollment: Two Tipping Points 

Public schools hit two major demographic changes in the last decade. 

“In 2013, for the first time, 51% of public school students qualified for 

free and reduced-price meals, a common indicator of poverty in 

education. In 2014, for the first time fewer than half of the students, 

49.5%, were white. Education Department data showed that a new 

majority has formed by students in all other racial and ethnic groups.” 

Clearly, demographics are changing. The challenges for educators at every level are growing. 

Many ideas are circulating, including a “drive for community schools and wraparound services 

to address students’ needs.” And racial justice organizations suggest that schools need to 

diversify the nation’s majority white teacher workforce to better serve all students. 

I wonder how these issues have impacted our Johnson County schools. Comments 

from those of you still in the classrooms would be most welcome and make for an 

interesting discussion! 

 

 

  



 

Inspirational Quote… 

 

 

 

 
 

  

If you see someone without a smile, give 
them one of yours. -- Dolly Pardon 


