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From the President’s Pen…  
        

 

 

Notes From Nancy………. 
 
 

     Happy fall Gamma Mu! 
                   I trust everyone’s year has gotten off to a grand and glorious 
start. The beginning of school is ALWAYS an exciting time. Everything is 
fresh and new and the joy of seeing students accomplish and achieve is so 
very fulfilling to an educator. You touch lives every day. That is powerful! 
                   Many of our retired educators have been called back into the 
field or have willing taken new teaching positions. Many of you are working 
with youth in some capacity or another or creating materials for educators 
to use in the classroom. Some are even serving on a Board for a possible 
new Christian Academy in Johnson County. That speaks volumes for your 
dedication and love for our young people. Isn’t that awesome that your 
passion and vocation are one in the same? 
                  I am excited for our first meeting Tuesday afternoon. 
Unfortunately I will not be able to be there (our school is doing McTeacher 
Night… a new experience for me!), but the meeting will be in the VERY 
capable hands of Tara. I will certainly be thinking of all of you as you meet 
and get our year started. I am especially excited for initiation! 
                 I am looking forward to many new adventures this year. We 
have a strong chapter with wonderful ideas and I can’t wait to see them 
unfold. 
                 All my best as we grow, mentor and encourage one another. 
 

                                                                                                         Nancy 

                  



JAM 
The Johnson County JAM (Junior Appalachian Musicians) program began in the fall of 
2016. It started with a few students learning music from 6th grade teacher, Mike Taylor. 

Now seven instructors teach fiddle, banjo, guitar, mandolin and stringboard. During their 
weekly meetings kids in grades 4-12 also study other aspects of Appalachian culture. 

Gamma Mu voted to make a donation to help sponsor this wonderful program.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March Meeting  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The meeting began with wonderful 

refreshments provided by Alicia Bauguess, 
Laura Baird, Trista Wilson, Chasity Arnold, 

and Beth Hyder. 

 Gift cards for the Xi State silent auction 

were collected.  

 

Several members 
presented book 
reviews for our 
program.  Both 

children and adult 
books were 
reviewed. 



April Meeting   

Rose announced that Teresa Neimann from Johnson 

County High School had been awarded the Gamma Mu 
Scholarship for second/third year teachers.  She 

received a check for $150.00 at the April meeting. 
Teresa is planning to purchase cushions, dry erase 
markers, and game buzzers with the money. 

The meeting was followed by dinner at the Panda Garden Chinese Restaurant. 



Xi State 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Celebration of Life Service 
 

The Xi State Convention 

was held June 1-3 at 
Sewanee, Tennessee. 

New State Officers 



Summer Tea 
 

Our summer tea was held on Friday, June 23 at 12:00 at the First Christian Church 
following the summer reading program. Members provided a delicious covered dish 

meal. 
 

  

  

 
 

  

We were lucky to have Dr. Dorrie Powell, 

Dr. Elaine Alexander and Beverly Smith as 
guests at the potluck. 

Everyone enjoyed a wonderful 
meal with even better 
company.  



Summer Reading Program 
This year’s theme for the Johnson County Summer Library Reading Program was 
“Building a Better World.” Gamma Mu members lead activities on Fridays from 11:00 to 

12:00 throughout June and July. Students enjoyed listening to stories, making crafts, 
and terrific snacks. 
  



Good Neighbor Reception 
Our Good Neighbor Reception was held May 2 at 6:00 at the 
Johnson County Library. We honored the following students: 

October: Nicole Mullins 
November: Shannon Ferguson 

January: Knox Campbell 
February: Kailee Taylor 

March: Krissy Howard 
 

In addition to local support, the students were especially honored by Rep. Timothy Hill 

and Sen. Jon Lundberg. Representative Hill issued a proclamation in their honor from the 
floor of the Tennessee House of Representatives and Senator Lundberg sent a flag to 

each student that had been flown on the Capitol Building in Nashville in their honor. Their 
support of our students means a great deal! 



Upcoming Dates and 
Announcements…  
 Our next meeting is September 26. We 

are excited to initiate our newest 

members, Carol Hieronymus and Christi 
Blankenbeckler, at this meeting. 

  
Our dues (international, state and local) 

remain the same as last year, $90.  You 
may pay them in three monthly 

payments:  August, September and 
October. 

Projects 
 

Schools for Africa 
We collected change during 

Lent and brought it to the 
March meeting. The money 

went to Schools for Africa. 

 
 
Gamma Mu Awareness 
 Thank you Beverly 

McKinney for 
manning our Gamma 

Mu booth at in-
service. We have 
several names of 

ladies to contact who 
are interested in our 

chapter and 
organization! Yeah! 

 

Middle School Singers 
Goodie bags were made for 

Nancy’s Middle School 
Singers who were going on 

a New York tour.  

 

 

 

 
Scholastic Book Fair 
A big thanks goes to the 

members that helped with 

the Scholastic Book Fair at 
the Johnson County Library 

on June 2-8. Because of you 
many children had books to 

read over the summer. 

 

  
Recognitions…  
 

 

 

Tara Zukowski with her Son 
 

 The adoption is now final.  
 

Congratulations, Tara!! 

 



Educational 
Websites… 

30 of the Best Books to 

Teach Children Empathy 

Bridge to Terabithia, 

Charlotte’s Web, Where the 

Red Fern Grows are just a few 

of the books listed in this 

great blog post from Teach 

Thought.   

50 Must-Have Picture 
Books to Teach Social 

Emotional Skills 
 
We are Teachers provides a 

great list of books to help kids 
with empathy, kindness, grief, 

and anger. 
 

10 Children’s Books that 

Can Get You Through 
Life’s Toughest Moments 

Reader’s Digest offers a list of 

books to help children get 

through difficult times. 

Just for Fun … 
2 

Super Easy 

Salted Chocolate and 
 Caramel Pretzel Bars

 
 
Ingredients 

 12 ounces good quality semi-sweet chocolate chips, 

divided (Ghirardelli melts well.) 
 8 ounces mini pretzel twists, half of a regular 16-

ounce bag 

 11 ounce bag Kraft Caramel Bits 
 sea salt for sprinkling 

 
Instructions 

1. Line a large, rimmed baking sheet with parchment 

paper. 

2. Melt 8 ounces of the chocolate chips gently in the 
microwave (on low heat, stirring every 15 seconds) 

until smooth. Spread the chocolate evenly over the 
parchment. Immediately add the pretzel twists over 

the top (it's ok if they overlap!) and gently press 
them into the chocolate.  

3. Add caramel bits to a microwave safe bowl with 2 

tablespoons water and melt according to package 

instructions (on high for 2 minutes). Stir well and 
drizzle the melted caramel over the top of all of the 
pretzels. 

4. Melt remaining 4 ounces of chocolate and drizzle 

over the caramel. Sprinkle with sea salt. 

5. Refrigerate until hardened. 

6. Cut or tear into pieces, Enjoy! 

 

Inspirational Quote…  

If kids come to us from strong, healthy, functioning families, it 
makes our job easier. If they do not come to us from strong, 
healthy, functioning families, it makes our job more important. 

---Barbara Colorose 
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