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From the President’s Pen…  
        

 

 

Happy Spring! This time of year always brings new colors to our gardens 
and wardrobes and a feeling of new beginnings. It is a time of growth and 
refreshment. Our chapter has the promise of growth with new members. 
Ladies from all grade levels and all subjects are eligible to join our 
organization. If you would like to recommend a lady for membership please 
fill out the membership form and give to Teresa so she can present 
prospective members at our March meeting. 
     Our 4:00 social time was a lot of fun at our February meeting. We 

played a dice game, talked and laughed! At our March social time I hope to 
have Mary Gale come and teach us to make stars.  
     I am excited that Gamma Mu will be hosting the Area I Brunch. We are 
a chapter with many talents and much to offer the other chapters in the 
area. It is always fun to have others “come to our house” for a meal. Many 
wonderful ideas were brought up at our meeting. Keep them coming…… 
     This time of year can be very stressful for educators…..you want to 
make sure you get all your objectives taught, THE test and just general 
end-of-year “things”. Please take time to relax and enjoy all the new colors 
and beauty around you, especially all the beautiful students you have in 

your classes and your fellow educators. Each person is unique, fragile and 
ready to bloom when kind words and encouragement are given. 
      THANK YOU for ALL you do to make Gamma Mu a wonderful chapter. 
You are special. 
     Have a blessed month. I’ll see you at our March meeting! 
                                                                                         

                                                                                                Nancy 



 February Meeting 

  Our February meeting was held at the First Christian Church. During this meeting, Mary 

Gale gave a presentation about her time in Africa.  The delicious refreshments were 
provided by Sheila Cruse, Andy Wright, Ginger Johnson, Tara Zukowski, and Carol 
Hieronymus. 



Recognitions…   

Madison Thomas, a 7th grader at 

Johnson County Middle School, was 
recently notified that she has been 

selected the Good Neighbor for January, 

2018. Sponsored by the local chapter of 
Delta Kappa Gamma, this award 

recognizes students in the Middle School 
who have a generous spirit, a willingness 

to help others, and a positive attitude. 
Madison is described as a young lady 

who possesses those characteristics and 
exemplifies what a good neighbor should 

be. She is kind and polite and respectful 
to her peers and teachers alike. Nancy 

Davis, President of Gamma Mu, and Dr. 
Robert Heath, Principal of JCMS, joined 

Sheila Cruse as she presented letters of 
congratulations to Madison. 

Just for Fun … 
 

Pizza Dip – Andy Wright 
 

1 8oz. cream cheese softened 

1 16 oz. sour cream 
1 package of Italian Dip Mix – sold by Andy Wright 

2 C. mozzarella cheese 
1 ¼ C. fresh Parmesan cheese (separated) 

1 large package pepperoni (you can use as much 
or as little as you like) 

Pizza sauce or spaghetti sauce 

Italian Seasoning 
  

Additional items to add in the dip – spinach, 
mushrooms, sliced tomatoes, artichokes, ham, 

sausage, olives 
  

Mix cream cheese, sour cream, and Italian Dip 
Mix.  Add mozzarella cheese, 1 cup parmesan 

cheese, and chopped up pepperoni.  Put in a pie 
plate and spread pizza sauce over the 

top.  Sprinkle the remaining parmesan cheese and 
Italian Seasoning on the top.  Bake in a 350 

degree oven for about 25 minutes or until it 
bubbles in the middle. 

 



Political Issue Essay by Sheila Cruise 
 

This conversation we’re having in this country about arming our classroom teachers as a 

measure to keep our children safe at school troubles me greatly. I hear the voices of 
politicians, on both sides of the argument, spouting what they seem to believe is wisdom 

and good sense, and I want to sit them down, look them in the eye with my best 
“principal look,” and ask a few basic questions. I want to know just how they think that 

proposition would work. I want to know how many years they’ve spent teaching. Where 
do they think the money will come from, and how is it that weapons, ammunition, and 

training can be funded when there’s never money for salary increases or new textbooks, 
or more counselors, or smaller class sizes……and on and on and on. 

I’ve tried to imagine a scenario. I’m in the middle of a lesson, it’s going well. The 
children are engaged and we’re on a teaching/learning roll. I’m one of the armed 

teachers, but my gun is locked in a desk drawer (because only a fool would think it safe 

to have a weapon, loaded or not, where a child could get hold of it), and I hear the 
shelter in place announcement and the sound of an assault weapon coming toward my 

room. What will I be expected to do? Get my students to safety, or unlock my desk, get 
my gun (is it already loaded, or do I have to load it?), and head toward the gunfire? 

How in the world could I not get my students in the safest possible place first? Do I have 
a bullet proof vest that I must wear daily, just in case? This commentary could go on 

and on, but you get the idea. 

Arming teachers is not the answer; there is no single answer to this awful, awful 

problem. For what lead us to where we are today began years ago, when respect for 
human life began to wane, when parents chose not to work with teachers for the good of 

their children, when the dinner table became a place where everyone paid more 
attention to a TV or an electronic gadget than to each other…..this list, too, could go on 

and on. 

And this conversation will go on and on, I’m afraid, and in the meantime parents and 

children alike grapple with the horrible truth that no school, no theater, no church is 

perfectly safe.  God help us. 

  



Upcoming Dates and 
Announcements…  
 

Our Next Meeting 
Our next meeting is March 27. It will be held 

at the First Christian Church at 4:00 for 
social time with the meeting beginning at 

4:30. -- Bring in your change for Schools for 
Africa. – We’ll have book reviews from 

Beverly McKinney and Barb Henson. 

 
Fund Raiser Yard Sale 

Start saving items for our yard sale on June 
1-2 at Beverly’s house.  

 
Conventions 

June 7-9, 2018: Xi State Convention, 
Sewanee 

 
July 18-21, 2018: International Convention, 

Austin, TX 
  

 

Educational Websites 
 
Education Trends from Edutopia 

 
30 of the Most Popular Trends in Education 

 

Inspirational Quote…  

One child, one teacher, one book, one pen can 
change the world. 

Malala Yousafzai 

 

 

https://www.edutopia.org/blogs/beat/education-trends
https://www.teachthought.com/the-future-of-learning/most-popular-trends-in-education/

