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From the President’s Pen…  
        

 

 

Notes from nancy 
 
 
 

Dear Ladies, 
 
          Spring is just around the corner and with it the promise of new 
growth, blooms of color and longer days…. hopefully filled with much 
sunshine! As a chapter, we too, have the promise of growth. Now is the 
time to recommend key women educators for membership in Gamma Mu. 
Ladies from all grade levels, all subjects are eligible to join our organization. 

We want to have a beautiful bouquet of ladies as diverse as the flowers in 
our gardens.  
           New members bring their own individual gifts, talents, and strengths 
to our chapter. We learn from them as they learn from us. Together we 
grow and become a stronger chapter. It IS an exciting time as our “garden” 
begins to bloom with all sorts of beautiful colors. 
 
            I look forward to working alongside all of you this spring and 
summer as we plant seeds, cultivate, nurture and watch the fruits of our 
labor grow! 
 
 

                                                                                                        Nancy 

  



February Meeting 

  

Teachers of the Year were 
invited to our meeting. It was 

great having Carol Hieronymus 
join us. 

Our speaker was 
Mike Payne, 

school board 
member. He 

presented some 
interesting 

information and 
answered 

questions. 

 

Thank you, 

Sheila Cruse, 
Andy Wright, 

Ginger 

Johnson, and 
Tara Zukowski, 

for a terrific 
meal!! 

 

 



Educational Issue 
 

I recently came across my dad’s report from 1927-28, when he was 

in the 8th grade. He had been schooled in a one room schoolhouse 
through sixth grade, but went “into town” for 7th – 12th grades. 

What struck me was the courses taught to 8th graders back then:  
Civics, Geography, Latin, Algebra, Health, as well as the traditional 

curriculum we still teach today. 

It reminded me of a criticism of current educational trends: “The 
dumbing down of America.”  Admittedly, we don’t hear that phrase 

as often as we once did, but I wonder if we’ve just grown used to a 
watered down curriculum, or if the curriculum generally taught has 

been improved. Perhaps Common Core has changed that. Or 
perhaps we’ve been so focused on the statewide testing we don’t 

see beyond those results. 

What do you think?   

Gamma Mu Spotlight 
February 28, 2017 

 
- Before becoming a Gamma Mu 

Charter member in 2002, Rose 

Rasmussen was a member of Alpha 

Alpha Chapter 1995 until 2002.  

- For 2011 – 2012, Rose received 

the Gamma Mu Achievement 

Award. Rose has been employed by 

the Johnson County School System 

for 34 years.  

- She has taught in elementary 

schools and middle schools before 

moving to the Central Office.  

- Rose is the Director of the Family 

Resource Center and responsible 

for writing a grant for that funding. 

 

Other titles she holds includes: 

o Attendance Supervisor 

o Home Bound School Supervisor 

o Supervisor over School Counselor  

o School System’s contact person for “Bullying” complaints/problems 

o Supervisor over School Social Workers 

- Mountain City Elementary is her School Home Base 

- She is past-president of TN Council for Children and Youth 

- Currently Vice President/President-elect of East Tennessee Attendance Supervision 

Association 

We are very fortunate to have Rose as a Gamma Mu Member. 



 Gamma Mu Spotlight 
March 2017 

- Barbara Henson became a Delta Kappa 

Gamma member in 1986, she was a 

member of Alpha Alpha before becoming a 

Charter Member of Gamma Mu in 2002.  

- In 2006 Barbara received the Xi State 

Order of the Rose. 

- From 2010-2014 she was Gamma Mu 

Secretary 

- From 2014-present she is our Treasurer. 

- From 2014-2016 she was on the Rules and 

Bylaws Committee. 

- Her Teaching Career began in 1968 

teaching elementary, middle school and 

high school, retiring in 2006 and varied 

from classroom instruction to Counselor. 

- Her community and civic contributions 

include Cub Scout Leader 77-79, Girl Scout 

Leader 82-86, Johnson County Jaycettes 

70-76, Beta Theta 82-90, and Tennessee 

Sunrise Quilt Guild 2006-present. 

- She is active in her church, especially with food distribution of St. Anthony’s Bread. 

Barbara’s many talents are an asset to the Gamma Mu Chapter and we are glad to have 
her in Johnson County. 

 

Educational Websites… 

50+ Best Websites for Teachers 

Upcoming Dates and 

Announcements…  

Our next meeting is on March 28 at 4:30  
at First Christian Church 

Hostesses 

Alicia Bauguess, Laura Baird, Trista Wilson, 
Chasity Arnold, and Beth Hyder 

Xi State Convention 

June 1-3 at Sewanee 

Gamma Mu Website 

The address of the Gamma Mu website is 
http://www.bookunitsteacher.com/gamma_mu/index.htm 

 

 

 
  

http://teach4theheart.com/50-best-websites-for-teachers/
http://www.bookunitsteacher.com/gamma_mu/index.htm


Just for Fun … 
 

Thank you, Andy, for sharing this recipe. It looks delicious! 
 

 

 

Martha's Rye Spread 

 

1 1/2 C. sour cream 

1 1/2 C. mayonnaise 
6 oz. chopped corned beef 

2 T. minced onion 
2 T. minced fresh parsley 

2 tsp. dill weed 
1 - 2 tsp. Beau Monde Seasoning (Spice Island brand) 

1 small rye loaf or cocktail rye slices 
 

Combine first seven ingredients in a large bowl and mix thoroughly.  Cover and 
refrigerate overnight.  Spoon dip into hollowed loaf and serve with cocktail rye 

slices.  Dip can also be put in a bowl and served with rye crackers.  I have also 
spread the dip on rye bread and topped with a little Swiss cheese and broiled in the 

oven. 
  

  

Inspirational Quote…  

If kids come to us from strong, healthy functioning families, it makes our job 
easier. If they do not come to us from strong, healthy, functioning families, it 
makes our job more important. 

Barbara Colorose 

 

  


