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From the President’s Pen…  
        

 

 

Dear Gamma Mu Sisters, 
 

I have been thinking about the fact that we are into the second year of this biennium, 
and I am so excited about our plans for it. 

 
Our meeting in August with guest Bruce Lansky was so well attended and there was so 

much positive energy and enthusiasm that I felt I had been to a party instead of a 
meeting. I used to say, when I was interviewing teacher applicants, that I was looking 

for not only the obvious but for an additional quality I referred to as “a twinkle in the 

eye and a spring in the step.” And that quality was definitely apparent that evening! 
 

There seems to have been a bit of confusion as to the date of our September meeting. If 
you weren’t there, we missed you! I have checked all the correspondence I sent out, 

and the 22nd was in all of them. We initiated two of our three new members, Laura Baird 
and Trista Wilson. We discussed our first ever entry in the Scarecrows on Main event 

and it is going to be FANTASTIC! Contact Andy Wright to see how you can help. The 
project officially begins this Sunday afternoon around two o’clock in front of the First 

Christian Church. Leni explained our Good Neighbor Award project. Details of all this will 
be in the minutes Leni will send out. 

 
As you move from summer to autumn with your students, I hope you have some time 

each day to appreciate with them the loveliness of the new season. It’s a “settling in” 
time, a time to gather the harvest of lessons already learned and to make preparations 

for the future. And always, as we get to know and love the children we serve, we must 

be keenly aware of the impact we make on their futures. 
 

May you enjoy the change of seasons and may your autumn be filled with leaves of red 
and hearts of gold. I pray you blessings! 

 
With Sisterly love, 

Sheila Cruse 
 



March  Meeting 

 
 

Our March meeting was held at Johnson County Middle School where we were 

entertained by Nancy’s middle school singing group, Vocal Intensity. 

 

 
A Mexican meal was a special treat. 

 
Carol enjoyed dancing to 50’s music. 



April Meeting 
 

 

 

 

 

Carol Stout, Brenda Potter, Nancy Davis, and Barbara Henson received their 
25 years pins. Congratulations, ladies! 

 

Christi Gentry and her beautiful 
new daughter were presented 
with a diaper shower. 

 



 

 

Andy and Carol facilitated a Founders’ Day Program that highlighted our chapter and its 
members – past and present. Andy read a Chapter history that will be included in the 
Johnson County History Book.  After our Founder's Day Program, members went to 

Farmers’ BBQ for a delicious dinner. 

 

Xi State Convention 

 
Nancy, Bev, Carol, and Andy attended the Xi State Convention in June.



Summer Tea 

 

Our summer luncheon/tea was held at The 

Old Mill in Damascus, Virginia on 
Thursday, June 25th. The menu selection 

was a choice of a Gamma Mu Quiche (ham 
and herbs), chicken salad on a croissant, or 

a tuna melt wrap.  There was a salad and a 
mason jar brownie dessert. Delicious! 

 
It was wonderful that our new members 

were able to join us at the luncheon. 

 
New Members: Trista Wilson, Laura 

Baird, and Alicia Bauguess 

 

Summer Reading Program  
 
Once again Gamma Mu members conducted the Summer Reading Program. Children had 
a wonderful time in this educational and fun program. Gamma Mu members worked with 

the Johnson County Library to run the Summer Reading Program for first through fifth 
graders. The Gamma Mu Chapter, understanding the importance of fostering children's 

literary growth, read stories to children, encouraged children's at-home reading, planned 
crafts, taught lessons, and donated snacks. The focus for the summer reading program 

was to get kids excited about reading, keep them reading through the summer, help 
prevent loss of reading skills during the summer months, and also to extend learning in 

a variety of other subject areas.  



 

Mr. Bond, the Science Guy, 
taught the kids about static 
electricity at the kickoff 
program for this year's summer 
reading program. 

Executive Board Meeting  

 
 

The Gamma Mu Executive Board met in July at the First Christian Church. 
The meeting began with a sharing many wonderful desserts! 

 

 

Sheila shared the awards that Gamma Mu 
received at Xi State.  

These included: 

Silent Auction Contribution 

Communications Award 

Increase in Membership 

Highest Honor for Chapter Yearbook 

Gold Award 



 August Meeting 

 

 
 

During our August meeting, Barb Gratsch introduced author Bruce Lansky.  Bruce 

Lansky is an internationally known poet and anthologist. He has a passion for getting 
children excited about reading and writing poetry. After enjoying a potluck dinner, Bruce 

performed, presented, and entertained. He thanked Barb Gratsch for bring literacy 

excitement and energy to the children of Johnson County. 

 

 
 

 
 



Imagination Library Carnival 

The Johnson County Library is an affiliate of the Dolly Parton Foundation's Imagination 
Library. Our Gamma Mu Chapter has teamed with the library on many occasions to help 

enroll the approximately 450 Johnson County birth to 5 years olds in the program.  

 The Governor's Books from Birth Foundation funds 50% of the program in Johnson 

County. The remaining 50% is funded by Johnson County businesses, organizations, and 
other local donors. Our chapter is one of those organizations. We just donated $50.00. 

Our group also helped with the Imagination Library Carnival by making cupcakes, 
running events, and reading stories. Thank you for those who helped. 

What a great way for the young children in our community to receive a new book in 

their homes each month! 

 

 
Brittany reads to the children. 

 
Decisions?? 

 
Educational Websites… 
For our educational website section, I have decided to highlight the Gamma Mu Website 

this month. (http://bookunitsteacher.com/gamma_mu/index.htm) 
 

If it has been a while since you last visited the site, now is a good time to take a look. I 
recently added many new pages of events and updated information for the year, i.e. 

hostesses, programs, committees. I would love for everyone to double check their 
individual pages. Please e-mail me (millerg3@k12tn.net) any new information or 

changes you want added to your page. New members, this is a great opportunity for you 
to write up a small paragraph about yourselves. You can include anything interesting 

you wish to share with the group such as where you went to college, the grade/subjects 
you teach, your hobbies, etc. 

http://bookunitsteacher.com/gamma_mu/index.htm
mailto:millerg3@k12tn.net


Upcoming Dates and 
Announcements…  

September 22 – Initiation and work of the 
scarecrow. 

October 27– Jonni Cannon from Cap the 

Gap 

November 23 - Scrapbook the Chapter’s 
history 

December 5 -Area 1 Brunch 

January 26 – Executive Board Meeting 

Feb. 26 - Timothy Hill 

March 22 – Pam Egler discussing Schools 

for Africa 

April 22 – Founders Day 

July 5-9, 2016 Delta Kappa Gamma 

International at Opryland Hotel in Nashville 
 

Announcements…  
 

Come one! Come all! 

To the Tributary 
Every Thursday 4:00-8:00 during 

September 
10% of profits go to Vocal Intensity 

 (Middle School singing group) to help with 
travel expenses. 

 
Quick message from Nancy: 

 
Our apple trees are loaded 

this year, and there is no 

way we will use them all. 
Please come pick as many 

as you want, anytime. We 
are at 195 Robin Hill Lane 

and have trees in the front 
yard and along the fence 

on the south side. Help 
yourself!! 

Just for Fun … 
 
Several members committed that they 
were interested in the pasta dish that was 

served during the August meeting. Here’s 
the recipe. 

 

 

Ingredients 

½ cup red pepper, roasted  
¼ cup red onion, sliced  

¼ cup Italian dressing  
¼ cup artichoke hearts, sliced  

¼ cup Kalamata olives  
1 cup green olives  

¼ cup grape tomato  
⅛ lb ham  

⅛ lb salami  
⅛ lb pepperoni  

⅛ lb provolone Cheese 

3 cups cooked pasta  

Directions 

Drain olives, artichoke hearts, and red 
peppers then toss together in a large 

mixing bowl. 

Julienne ham, salami, pepperoni, and 
provolone into ¼ slices and add to 
mixing bowl. 

Add grape tomatoes and sliced red 
onion to mixing bowl. 

Stir in the cooked pasta. 

Add salt, pepper, and Italian dressing. 

Toss salad until all ingredients are 
completed mixed. 

Note: This is one of those recipes that 
proportions are not important.  



 Recognitions…  

Sheila announced that Andy Wright had 

been chosen for The Order of the Rose 
because of her outstanding contributions to 

the sorority and the community. Andy has 
been a member of Delta Kappa Gamma for 

15 years. 

 

 

 
 

Nancy was given the Gamma Mu Achieve 
Award for her dedication and endless hours 

of work by the chapter. 

Inspirational Quote…  

A teacher takes a hand, 
opens a mind, and touches a heart. 

Unknown Author 
 

  


