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Dear Gamma Mu Sisters, 
 

When I consider all the blessings in my life, I realize that my Gamma Mu sisters are on 
the list, and pretty close to the top! Two years ago that was not the case. I welcomed 

the invitation to become a member of Delta Kappa Gamma as a new resident of 
Mountain City; it provided immediate contact with likeminded people…teachers all. What 

I have learned while serving as your President is that we are much more than 

likeminded. We share a sense of vocation, a belief in the importance of what we do and 
for whom we do it. 

 
A small group of women, we are young and not quite young, single women and mothers 

and grandmothers. We are actively teaching every school day, and we are retired. Our 
lives allow us to be active members of Gamma Mu, and we are spread thin with other 

obligations.  
 

We are many. We are one.  
 

There is so much that binds us together, so much to celebrate as we prepare for the 
official day for giving thanks as a nation. I give thanks for each one of you, for your 

presence in my life.  
 

If there is something or someone for which you are especially grateful, perhaps you will 

consider sharing that at our meeting tomorrow afternoon. I look forward to that! 
 

May you count your many blessings as we enter this special time of celebrations, and 
may your Gamma Mu sisters be among them. 

 
With Sisterly love, 

 
Sheila Cruse 

President  
 



September Meeting 
 

Leni reported the committee’s progress in implementing 

the Good Neighbor Award. It will be awarded monthly in 
October, November, January, February, and March to a 

student who exemplifies the qualities that we might want 
in a neighbor. Each month a student will be selected by 

his/her teachers and Gamma Mu will present the award 
and an invitation to come to an award ceremony in May. 

Each month the winning student will have his/her 
photograph in the Tomahawk. Nancy suggested that we 

also give out the rewards on Awards Night in front of the 

child’s peers. A reception date has not yet been decided. 

  
  

  

Trista Wilson Laura Baird Alicia Baugess 

   
Recognitions…  
Congratulations to Olivia Scheirer. She is 

our November Good Neighbor Award 

recipient. Olivia’s teacher says she is a 
willing worker with a generous spirit. 

 

 
 

Congratulations to Katie Taylor from Doe 
Elementary. She is the recipient of the 

Gamma Mu New Teacher Grant. Katie 

plans to use the $100.00 for a weekly 
newsletter for her kindergarten students.  

The Initiation for Trista Wilson and Laura Baird was held in the Sanctuary of the First 

Christian Church. A warm welcome goes out to our newest members! 



 

October Meeting 
 

 
Joni Cannon from “Cap the Gap” gave a presentation 

on the organization which serves Carter, Johnson, 
and Unicoi counties.  Its purpose is to help foster 

children more easily acclimate to their new living 
situation and community.    Joni said that Christmas 

is an especially difficult time for many foster 
children.  Carol Stout suggested that the chapter 

adopt a foster child for Christmas.  Joni will check on 
foster children from Johnson County for this and 

relay this information to Sheila. 

Barbara Gratsch presented Joni with a bag of 

stocking stuffers for the children in the Cap the Gap 
program as a thank you for her presentation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to our hostesses (Nancy 

Davis, Rose Rasmussen, Sheila 
Cruse, Ginger Johnson, and Laura 

Baird) for providing a fantastic 
meal!  

 



Political Issue 
by Sheila Cruse 

 

A word or two….. 
 

It was the simplest of statements, so spontaneous that it must have come from the 
heart. And it has stayed with me, keeps creeping into my mind as if to remind me to 

remember. 
 

We were recognizing an 8th grader for being a good neighbor, a person who puts others 
before self, who willingly helps with a smile on her face, who is the kind of person you 

want as a neighbor because you know you can count on them. We used those very 
words; and it was her response that struck me with its insightfulness. 

 

“Finally! Something that doesn’t have anything to do with testing or money.” 
 

Perhaps that is not the prevailing sentiment among students; perhaps it is. I am 
confident it is the opinion expressed by many parents. Either way, I can’t help but 

wonder: is this what education has become? Is it more about testing and money than 
about teaching and really learning? Has the quest for knowledge and the hope of 

enlightenment been relegated to the back of the book, or worse, forgotten? And if the 
answer is yes, or even maybe, then the next questions must be: “Why?”  and “What 

can we do about that?” 
 

One answer to the why of it all is that politics and politicians have become so involved 
in educational policy making that teaching and learning are no longer part of the 

discussion. Regional administrators are so strapped for funds that they willingly (or 
perhaps unwillingly out of necessity) jump on the latest trend in order to qualify for 

federal and state money. Even so, funding education at every level, from pre-school to 

college, from California to Vermont, falls far short of the mark to ensure excellence.  
 

There are other reasons, to be sure; plenty of blame to go around. The next question is 
the harder one: What can we do about it? When teachers are put in a “lockstep” 

environment, a place where personal style and common sense are not permitted, very 
little “learning for life” takes place. When teachers feel threatened for stepping outside 

of the box, a relaxed atmosphere that fosters learning is difficult at best. 
 

What can we do about it? Dare to do our own thing anyway? Find creative ways to meet 
the requirements and truly engage the children as well? Focus on teaching for mastery, 

one child at a time, test scores be damned? 
 

Clearly, I have no answers. I have only more questions and more concerns. For all 
children in our public schools, I pray for wise teachers and leaders, leaders who find 

ways to put education ahead of tests and money, people who will inspire and awaken 

curiosity, who will do what is good for the children and for the future of the common 
good.  
  



Scarecrow Project 

 
Gamma Mu members entered a scarecrow 

exhibit in “Scarecrows on Main” Annual 
Competition. Members had great fun 

putting the project together. The display 
remained up throughout the entire month 

of October for visitors and the community 
to enjoy. 

 
The purpose for entering the project was to 

bring additional awareness of Delta Kappa 

Gamma Organization and especially our 
Gamma Mu Chapter to the community. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Upcoming Dates and 
Announcements…  

November 23 - Scrapbook the Chapter’s 
history 

December 5 -Area 1 Brunch 

January 26 – Executive Board Meeting 

Feb. 26 - Timothy Hill 

March 22 – Pam Egler discussing Schools 
for Africa 

April 22 – Founders Day 

July 5-9, 2016 Delta Kappa Gamma 
International at Opryland Hotel in Nashville 
 

 

Announcements…  
 

Our November meeting this coming 

MONDAY, November 23 at 4:15 PM in the 
Christian Church Fellowship Hall. We will 

discuss plans for updating our archives and  
finalize plans for our Christmas craft/story 

time at the library, Our hostess for our 
November meeting are Barb Gratsch, 

Carol, Taffy, and Tara. 

Just for Fun … 
 

With Thanksgiving later this week, try one 
of these super simple turkey ideas. 

 

  

Inspirational Quote…  

 

A teacher is a compass that activates the magnets of 
curiosity, knowledge, and wisdom in the pupils. 
 

Ever Garrison 

 

  

Plastic Glove 

filled with 
Popcorn and 

Gold Fish 

Pretzels dipped 
in chocolate then 

decorate with 

Candy Corn 

Apples 
and 

Carmel 
Dip 


