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From the President’s Pen…  
        

 

Dear Gamma Mu Sisters, 
 

The ground was covered with snow, there were patches of ice on the sidewalks and 
streets, but at the Executive Board meeting last Tuesday there was plenty of warmth and 

laughter as we checked our progress and planned for the remainder of our biennium. 
 

You will be receiving the detailed minutes from Leni, but I’ll share the high spots with this 

letter. Our primary objective has been Chapter Excellence. Under that umbrella we focused 
on three areas for improvement: member participation (aiming for 80% meeting 

attendance), creating awareness of our chapter in the community, and making our 
meetings interesting and worthwhile. 

 
*We’re so close to the goal of 80% of our members attending the meetings….79%!!  

*We have been in the Tomahawk seven times since May 2015! 
*Both Bruce Lansky and Joni Cannon were interesting speakers, and the next two promise 

to be, as well. 
 

I am feeling so proud of our successes, so proud of YOU for helping our fine 
chapter thrive! Thank you! 

 
All of us will need to “pitch in” for two important projects coming up this spring. The first is 

our annual Lenten collection of loose change to donate to the DKG Schools for Africa 
program. We make a point of gathering loose change throughout Lent and bringing it to 

the March meeting; it is also perfectly acceptable to donate paper bills or checks. The 

second is to begin gathering items for our annual Yard Sale, scheduled for the weekend of 
April 29-30. This is our only fundraiser, and thanks to the donations of members it’s 

become very successful. 
 

Our next meeting will be February 23 and our guest will be John Abe Teague from 
Representative Phil Rowe’s office. Come prepared with questions and concerns you have 

about legislation concerning education; I think this will be very important to all of us. 
 

Meantime, stay warm and healthy and safe! 
With Sisterly love, 

 
Sheila Cruse, President  



November Meeting 
 
 

Our November meeting was held on 

Monday, November 23 at the Christian 
Church. We discussed updating our archives 

and finalized plans for our Christmas party 
at the library. A special thanks to Barb G, 

Carol, Taffy, and Tara for a wonderful meal. 

 

 

 

 

Just for Fun … 
 

Here is a copy of Barb Gratch’s dump cake 

that everyone raved about during the 
meeting. 

DUMP CAKE 
 

Place the following items in the order given 

into a 9x13 inch baking pan. Spread each 

item evenly in the pan. 1 can pineapple 
tidbits (juice and all) 1 can cherry pie filling 

1 box yellow cake mix 1 c. coconut 1 c. 
chopped walnuts ¾ c. melted butter Bake in 

oven for 1 hour at 350. Great served warm. 

 
 



 

Children’s Christmas Party  
 

The Christmas party sponsored by our 
Gamma Mu Chapter was held at the Johnson 

County Library was held on December 5. This 
was great timing as it coincided with the 

Scholastic Book Fair that was also held at the 

library. Children created crafts, heard 
Christmas stories, and ate refreshments. It 

was a wonderful time for all. 
 

 

 
 

Thirty-two children and ten Gamma Mu 
members attended. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Children enjoyed making reindeer from 
feet and hand prints, snowmen from 

tongue depressors, and Christmas trees 

from puzzle pieces. 

  
  



Upcoming Dates and 
Announcements…  

Feb. 23 - John Abe Teague from 
Representative Phil Rowe’s office 

March 22 – Pam Egler discussing Schools 

for Africa 

April 22 – Founders Day 

July 5-9, 2016 Delta Kappa Gamma 

International at Opryland Hotel in Nashville 
 

 

Announcements…  
 

Our next meeting will be held on February 
23 at the Fellowship Hall of the First 

Christian Church.  
 

 

Christmas Brunch  
 

The Area I Christmas Brunch was held at 
the Bristol, Virginia School Board Building. 

Guests were treated to a wonderful 
performance by Ms. Anne Buckle. 

 

 
Patty, Carol, Barb, Sheila, and Tara 
attended the gathering. 

Recognition. . .   

 

 
Barb Gratsch earned our chapter the Highest Honors for the yearbook this year.   
 

Teresa Mullins was honored by Modern Woodmen of America for outstanding leadership of kids. 
Teresa has served as a youth service club leader for ll years. In 2015, she brought the local club up 
to Merit club status. This level is based on the quality and quantity of the meetings, programs, and 
community service activities. 
 
Thank you, ladies, for a job well done! 

 

Inspirational Quote…  

 

Teachers who love teaching, teach children to love learning. 

 

- Robert John Meehan 

  


